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Report offers strategy to improve affordable housing inventory in Georgina 
A report to council on June 5 delivered a 
stark reality...Georgina needs to step up its 
game to ensure it has an acceptable inven-
tory of affordable housing options. Hilight-
ing the situation are statistics which con-
firm that the resale cost of homes in York 
Region increased by 325 per cent between 
1996 and 2016 but household incomes 
only rose by 65 per cent.  
Prepared by the planning department, the 
report quoted the current affordable hous-
ing situation across York Region and 
found that over half of renters (52 per cent) 
are spending more than 30 per cent of the 
household income on rent. Twenty-eight 
per cent of homeowners, by comparison, 
exceed the 30 per cent cost of housing 
threshold— a number which determines 
the definition of “affordability”.  
Based on the information and statistics 
provided in the report, it states the key 
housing issues facing Georgina in terms of 
meeting and providing housing that meets 
the needs of current and future residents of 
the Town include: 1) Lack of affordable 
housing options available (i.e. in Georgina 
49 per cent of renter households and 24 per 
cent of owner households spend more than 
30 per cent of income on housing); 2) Lack 
of rental tenure options available (i.e. 
Georgina contains 84 per cent ownership 
household and 16 per cent renter house-
holds); and, 3) Lack of diversity/mix of 

built form/unit types (i.e. 82 per cent of 
dwellings in Georgina are single de-
tached).  
While the report detailed three key action 
items designed to improve the shortage of 
affordable housing, it also prepared a list 
of “road blocks” which exist. These in-
clude:  1) Cost of constructing a rental 
building versus profit margin/return on 
investment. “This issue is not specific to 
Georgina and is considered one of the rea-
sons why there has been a lack of purpose-
built rental buildings in Ontario in recent 
decades,” the report states.  2) Compatibil-
ity issues between existing mature low-
density neighbourhoods and higher-
density/taller proposals; 3) Soil conditions 
(i.e. high water table prevents underground 
parking, therefore a larger site is required 
to accommodate parking at grade); and, 4) 
Municipal sanitary servicing allocation 
constraints limit the potential for new resi-
dential development.  
In order to increase the opportunities to 
address affordability of both ownership 
and rental units, planning staff received 
approval from council to move forward 
with four key action items:  
1) Monitor the progress of York Region's 
Draft Rental Housing Incentive Program 
Guideline which is currently being devel-
oped; 2) Through the Keswick Secondary 
Plan Review staff will work to create and 

implement stronger, more effective hous-
ing policies and directives, including con-
sideration of a municipal servicing alloca-
tion assignment program for Keswick; and,  
3) initiate a planning process to consider 
general amendments to permit apartments 
in accessory buildings and garden suites in 
Zoning By-law No. 500. (The Town of 
Georgina implemented a registration proc-
ess to permit the use of accessory apart-
ments in single detached, semi-detached 
and townhouses in 2012.)  
4) look at alternative housing options.  
In an interview with Georgina’s Director 
of Planning Harold Lenters, he said York 
Region is coming out with incentives for 
developers to construct purpose built rental 
units and/or affordable housing develop-
ments. He said these incentives could in-
clude things like deferring DCs, reducing 
or waiving planning application fees or 
building fees etc.  
“In the program that the Region is coming 
out with, in order for developers to partici-
pate you have to have the local municipal-
ity match the Region’s contributions or the 
Region’s grant,” he said adding, therefore, 
council will need to be prepared to match 
York Region’s incentive program.  
“And these will have budget implications 
and council will need to decide if they 
want to participate and to what extent,” he 
said.  



2 

279 

Georgina Post poll results  
The provincial government has 
awarded municipalities in On-
tario funding to find efficien-
cies and save money. The 
money could be used to hire 
auditors for a line by line 
analysis of spending or it could 
be used for advanced technol-
ogy purchases to perhaps auto-
mate manual processes.  
According to an MPP I spoke 
with from the Ministry of Fi-
nance, all municipalities 
should strive to find savings of 
four cents on every dollar of 
expenditures. And our treas-
urer, Rob Wheater, tells me the 
‘four cents on the dollar’ target 
translates to $1.6 million in 
savings if Georgina were able 
to find those kinds of savings.  
Georgina received $283,000 in 
funding, albeit legitimate ques-
tions were raised concerning 
why we received so little in 
comparison to other munici-
palities. But the money does 
come at an opportune time 
since staff is already busy 
thinking about the 2020 
budget.  
To remind council and staff to 
look into every nook and 
cranny for potential savings, I 
decided to conduct a poll of 
my readers to get some of their 
ideas. I posted a Survey Mon-
key questionnaire on the Geor-
gina Post Facebook page and 
received some excellent feed-
back.  
I also thought it might be inter-
esting to ask council for some 
of their ‘top-of-mind’ sugges-
tions and compare those with 
the recommendations from 
you.  
As is their custom, my readers 
didn’t disappoint me and I 
want to point out, that despite 
some opinions to the contrary, 
Georgina residents are engaged  
in what is going on at the Civic 
Centre and have some pretty 
pointed opinions on how to 
save money.  
The number one area where 
readers believe there is an op-
portunity to save money is in 
the collective area of human 

resources. Many feel the Civic 
Centre is overstaffed and sala-
ries for senior staff are too 
high...many suggest a hiring 
and wage freeze. Part of this is 
also the deep seated belief that 
Georgina needlessly uses ex-
pensive consultants way too 
frequently.  
Next, many felt savings could 
be found by giving up the idea 
of the MURC and the Civic 
Centre. Here is a response that 
pretty much captured the theme 
in most answers… 
“Greater focus on basic needs, 
less on frills and extras. We 
don’t have the commercial tax 
base to support all of these 
grandiose plans. Take a hard 
look at employee expenses that 
justify such a disproportionate 
increase in employees relative 
to increases in population. 
Seriously reduce the use of 
huge consultant fees to accom-
plish things that could be done 
in house. Capitalize on our 
assets eg. beaches, to generate 
more funds from non resident  
users.”  
Continued on page 3… 
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Continued from page 2.  
But there was one particular 
response and if council were 
ever able to pull this off, we 
wouldn’t need to look any fur-
ther for savings… 
“We have a lot of sod farms in 
the area. These sod farmers 
own or rent multiple farms and 
travel farm to farm to harvest 
sod...These sod farmers sell 
sod at their farms but do not 
have to pay commercial fees. 
They also get the farm rate.”  
I love this idea. In my mind, 
council needs to lobby MPAC 
to create an assessment cate-
gory that considers sod farms 
as businesses and not as agri-
cultural enterprises. Just imag-
ine the positive tax implica-
tions if these ‘businesses’ were 
made to pay their fair share.  
Here is a response I liked be-
cause it seemed so honest and 
genuine… 
“I believe the town should 
spend within a budget that 

serves everyone. I realize it 
would be lovely to have the 
new rec centre and offices but 
we have to realize for those of 
us taxpayers who are retired 
the tax bill is becoming more 
and more difficult to pay. Sen-
iors should not be forced out of 
their homes because of high 
taxes and water bills.” 
I will admit that I was disap-
pointed in the non-responses 
by many of our elected offi-
cials. Only Mayor Quirk and 
Regional Councillor Grossi 
responded to my request for 
their ideas on how we could 
save money.  
Regional Councillor Grossi 
said he has heard the grum-
blings from residents regarding  
over staffing and high wages. 
This was his response...  
“I think we need to review 
every department and every 
service to make sure that we 
are right sized. I have heard a  
Continued on page 4... 

Poll results continued 



Continued from page 3.  
lot of discussion about new 
hires and frankly I’m not sure 
how we currently stand.”  
Mayor Quirk said Georgina has 
benefitted from the N6 partner-
ship in the past and opportuni-
ties still exist. She also said 
staff is always looking for ways 
to save money and a recent 
Service Delivery Review iden-
tified a manual process that can 
be automated.  
“Technology improvements in 
many other areas of the Town 
can provide staff with the abil-
ity to “work smarter” and as 
senior management review the 
budget those items and ideas 
will be explored. Time is 
money, so functions, processes 
and technology that saves staff 
time translates into costs sav-
ings in the long term. Many of 
the efficiencies will bring dollar 
savings that can be measured 
over several years, assisting the 
Town in slowing down the 
growth of expenditures.” 

She went on to say she was 
looking forward to working 
with staff to make financial 
contributions from other levels 
of government work for resi-
dents “and to bring in a budget 
that is responsible, sustainable 
and efficient.” 
My readers also had some ad-
vice for council and staff as 
they move into the budgeting 
season for 2020. Here are a 
couple of suggestions… 
“Recognize the difference be-
tween need and want and pri-
oritize needs and wait on 
wants.”  
“Simply do what each and 
every household has had to do. 
Do more with less. Immediately 
cut each department’s budget 
by 10 to 15 per cent. See what 
becomes a need versus a 
want.”  
(I would like to thank everyone 
who participated in my poll. It 
was designed to be anonymous 
so none of your contact infor-
mation was collected.  KW) 
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 Tennyson Tidbits 

Althea Mortson celebrated her 
100th Birthday at the Lions 
Bingo event on May 22 but 
even more delightful, she won 
the $2,000 jack pot! Con-
gratulations, Althea!  
 
Belated birthday wishes go 
out to Arnie Hall from Peffer-
law from his lovely wife, Car-
roll. Arnie celebrated his spe-
cial day on June 5. Cheers!  

This is a great looking work 
crew! Members of the York 
Regional Police Auxiliary 
Unit along with Mayor Quirk 
and Councillor Dave Neeson 
volunteered for the group’s 
first ever “Cleaning up 
Streets” initiative. The crew 
picked up litter along Lake 
Drive from North Gwillim-
bury Park to Kennedy Rd.  
 
Special birthday wishes go 
out to Andersen O’Neill who 
turns 16 on June 17.  Con-
gratulations Andersen—when 
will the driving lessons be-
gin?  
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A new group home on Frog 
Street in Egypt named 
“Sycamore House” and oper-
ated by New Leaf, became the 
13th facility this organization 
has opened in York Region 
since its inception in 1984.  
Known as leaders in providing 
support services for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities and 
complex needs, New Leaf Ex-
ecutive Director Ron McCauley   
welcomed supporters to the 
2,800 sq. ft. home which will 

house seven residents. This is 
the third Georgina facility 
opened by New Leaf.  
The purchase of the home was 
made possible through a $1 
million donation by Church 
Street Foundation.  
Above: Mr. Larry Smith from 
the Church Street Foundation, 
MPP Caroline Mulroney, 
Mayor Margaret Quirk and 
Charles Dyer, Board President, 
cut the ribbon on Sycamore 
House on Sat. May 25.  

Third New Leaf home opens in Georgina  
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Bill Shores remembers the 
days where word of mouth was 
the only way to get the word 
out about an organization like 
Routes Connecting Communi-
ties. Building a non-profit back 
in 1989 was much different 
than today, and the call to get 
volunteers and riders for the 
transportation services was no 
easy feat. 
“We advertised in the local 
paper and we relied on word of 
mouth,” reflects Bill. “We 
even put signs up in stores to 
find drivers. We made our-
selves known in the commu-
nity, and then we started adver-
tising that we were able to take 
people to places where they 
wanted to go, without too 
much money changing hands. 
We even drove some people 
for free.” 
A group of local citizens dedi-
cated to helping address the 
challenges of transportation 

evolved, driving people of all 
ages and circumstances, just 
like Routes continues to do 
today.  Bill was treasurer for 
over 17 years, attending execu-
tive meetings and helping 
shape the growth of Routes. 
His favourite memories were 
working with others, all dedi-
cated to the same cause. 
“I loved meeting the volunteer 
drivers and I enjoyed working 
with everyone on the executive 
team,” says Bill. “We figured 
we were doing something use-
ful, and we enjoyed working 
together. It was a great thing.” 
Catherine King Ward has been 
on the Board of Directors for 
five years, and she shares the 
same spirit conveyed by Bill, 
even though much has changed 
over the years as Routes 
evolved. Catherine has a per-
sonal connection to Routes, 
having found Routes when she 
needed support driving her 

cousin to and from cancer 
treatments when he moved 
from Ottawa to get treated at 
the Newmarket Cancer Centre. 
“I tried my best to be his main 
form of transportation, but I 
just couldn’t do it all the time,” 
says Catherine. “I was looking 
for an alternative way to get 
him to his treatment, other than 
putting him in a cab. I stum-
bled across Routes and was 
really impressed. One thing led 
to another, and I applied to 
become a Board member. I 
haven’t looked back since.” 
Catherine would like to see 
Routes finding ways to grow 
the program and finding new 
partnerships. She is focused on 
spreading the word about how 
Routes can help not just pro-
vide transportation, but provide 
advice and services to other 
organizations. 
“Our base is Georgina, but we 
want to grow into other mu-

nicipalities such as Newmarket 
and Stouffville and beyond 
because we have the expertise 
and the dispatch experience,” 
says Catherine. “We want to 
help agencies that don’t have 
that piece of expertise and we 
want to encourage them to 
partner with us. We have the 
drivers and they have volun-
teers that might want to drive. 
We can help other agencies 
with their own structure inter-
nally with the dispatch piece, 
and we can take some of the 
burden off of other non-profits 
as well.” 
Routes aims to connect com-
munities and help those who 
need a hand, and thanks to the 
people behind the organization, 
they are doing just that. If you 
are interested in learning more 
about Routes, or getting in-
volved to volunteer, drive, or 
donate, visit their website to-
day. 

When passionate people get together, Routes Connecting Communities thrives 
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Habitat breaks ground on new  
Sutton build project  

Six families, including a family 
of four from Sutton, were ex-
cited to attend the ground 
breaking event for the six, two-
story townhouses to be built by 
Habitat for Humanity on Dal-
ton Rd. across from Sobeys.  
Greer Atkinson and her three 
daughters, Ava, Sineece and 
Phoebe had shovels ready on 
Tuesday, May 28 when digni-
taries, Habitat executives and 
four other Habitat family own-

ers cheered the sod breaking of 
their new homes.  
“I can’t believe I will soon be a 
homeowner,” says Ms. Atkin-
son. “I’ll be able to invest more 
in myself, my girls and have a 
place where I will no longer 
have to worry as much about 
our well-being.”  
Ms. Atkinson says she hopes to 
be in her new home by January 
of next year.  
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High speed internet planned for  
outlying areas 

After years of waiting, residents 
in Udora and the Chippewas of 
Georgina Island First Nation 
are in line to be the beneficiar-
ies of a $5.2 million high speed 
fibre internet service.  
A partnership arrangement be-
tween the Federal government 
and the wholly owned York 
Region subsidiary called YTN 
Inc. (York Telecom Network 
Inc.) will lay the fibre optic 
infrastructure required to give 
these residents internet speeds 
of between 25 and 50 Mb/s.  
Ms. Laura Bradley, the General 
Manager of YTN Inc. said the 
Federal government has com-
mitted $2 million for the project  
with the remaining $3.2 million 
coming from YTN Inc.  
She said the installation route 
from Georgina Island to Udora 
has not yet been finalized but 
one Udora area resident wants 
to ensure the route will capture 
the internet needs of as many 
residents as possible.  
“I think that just makes sense,” 
said Ms. Linda Harrison who 
lives on Old Shiloh Rd. Her 
only internet service is from her 
cell phone.  
Ms. Harrison would like to see 
the fibre travel along Highway 
48 to Park Road south to Old 
Shiloh Road and then come east 
into Udora. She says if it comes 
south along Weir’s Sideroad it 
would take all of the rural resi-
dents between Weir’s Sideroad 
and Park Rd. out of the service 
model. “And I don’t know why 

they would do that,” she said.  
Ms. Bradley said YTN is re-
sponsible for building the fibre 
optic infrastructure known as 
the backbone of the project and 
they will partner with a third 
party to build the “last mile”.  
She explained the “last mile” 
refers to the last piece of the 
telecommunications network 
that delivers the service to the 
retail customer.  
Ms. Bradley said they have a 
preliminary design but “no final 
determination” and she antici-
pates signing an engineering 
firm and contractor later this 
year.  
“And then we expect about 70 
per cent of the build to be done 
in 2020 and the other 30 per 
cent in 2021,” she said adding, 
they have had some discussions 
with potential third party ser-
vice providers.  
Under the Federal govern-
ment’s Connect to Innovate 
program, funding has been an-
nounced to improve internet 
connectivity to more than 900 
rural and remote communities 
including 190 indigenous com-
munities.  
“We are grateful to be part of 
this initiative that will greatly 
impact our First Nation busi-
nesses by being connected to 
high-speed internet that will 
improve our day-to-day ser-
vices,” said Chief Donna Big 
Canoe, Chippewas of Georgina 
Island First Nation.  
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Not a huge turn-out, but who could blame them. The cold and 
rainy weather kept many inside but the Pefferlaw Lioness still 
raised $2,187.00 in support of the Walk for Guide Dogs on 
Saturday, May 25.  

Staff, dignitaries, board members and supporters all turned out 
on Sunday, May 26 to cut the ribbon on the new Jericho Youth 
offices at the Link.  

Congratulations to the Bozuk family, specifically Sam, Robert 
and Ara who celebrated 25 years as jewellery retailers in Kes-
wick. Well wishers and customers were on hand on Sat. May 25  
to share a piece of authentic gem-filled cake.  

Trading tree tells story in new book 
A new book, entitled 
“The Trading Tree” 
tells the story of a 
250-year old maple 
tree located on Lake 
Drive at Clear Water 
Farm that was once 
used as a meeting 
place for First Na-
tions peoples and 
settlers to trade.  
The book, written by 
Nancy Cooper,  fea-
tures the story in both 
English and Ojibwe  
and includes illustra-
tions by Georgina 
Island member 
Heather Charles and 
photos by Milena 
Vujanovic. The book 
was made possible 
through funding from 
the Prince’s Trust 
Canada.   

(Above) Myrtle Jamieson reads a 
section of the book at the book 
launch on Wednesday, May 29 at 
Clear Water Farm. The book is 
available for sale for $20.  
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On Saturday, May 25 Laura Edmunds 
(left) and Lily Edmunds (right) were 
armed with an umbrella and joined the 
other 54 participates who signed up for 
the Walk for Alzheimer at the Briars. 
Despite the rain, the event raised over 
$24,000.00.  

The Bee in Bee’s Country 
Market holds up two of her 
furry friends as she cele-
brates the market’s Opening 
Day on June 1 at the Port 
Bolster Community Hall.  

Smiles all around as the Principal of Our Lady of the Lake Catholic 
College School Catherine Rosenberger (left), Sarah McCrady (centre) 
Vice President of the Student Council and Sakena Qaiser (right) Presi-
dent of the Student Council celebrate the opening of their new sports 
field. The Keswick school has been unable to use the area due to the 
unsuitable condition but with the support of the board, the rehabilitation 
was completed this year.  

Town hosts MURC and Civic Centre 
community engagement sessions 

(Top Photo—left to right) Clara Ronero, Peter Ar-
bour, and Karen Cacciola sit at one of nine worksta-
tions set up at a community engagement event at Our 
Lady of the Lake CCS in Keswick on May 27. The 
event was designed to capture feedback from residents 
on what features should be included in the design of 
the Multi-Use Recreation Complex to be constructed 
on Woodbine Avenue in Keswick.  
(Bottom Photo) Residents were also invited to partici-
pate in a community engagement event set up at the 
ROC on May 28 to provide their ideas and feedback 
on the proposed new Civic Centre.  
An additional session for the MURC was also held on 
June 4 at Lake Simcoe Public School in Keswick. 
Residents can also complete an on-line survey avail-
able through the Town’s website at georgina.ca  
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 Coming Events & Announcements 
Contact Tammi Roberts in the Mayor’s 
office at (905) 476-4301 ex. 2213 to sign up 
for the 4th Annual Georgina Mayor’s Char-
ity Golf Classic on Tuesday, June 11.  
 
On Saturday, June 14 you will want to be at 
the Club 55 Keswick Tom Jones Tribute 
Dinner Show. Tickets $20 and $25. Happy 
Hour at 6:00, dinner at 7:00 followed by 
show.  
 
Immaculate Conception in Sutton is cele-
brating its 65th Anniversary on Sat. June 15 
at the Ramada Inn with a dinner/dance from 
6:00 to 11:00 pm.  
 
Home Brewing for Beginners is a free 
adults only seminar to learn how to brew 
your own cold ones at the Pefferlaw Library 
on Sat. June 15 from 2:00 to 3:00 pm.  
 
Come on out to the Ones Vehicle Event, a 
classic car show at the Ice Palace in Kes-
wick on Sat. June 15 from 5:00 to 9:00 pm 
weather permitting.  Games, contest, 
draws, food and live entertainment.  
 
The Sutton pool is offering a Father’s Day 
Swim on Sun. June 16 from 2:00 to 3:30 
pm. Dad swims for free with a paid admis-

sion.  
 
A free workshop entitled “Blitzing the Mo-
raine” will be held at Egypt Hall on Mon. 
June 17 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Learn all 
about snakes, salamanders and other slith-
ery friends.  
 
The next Curbside Giveaway is on Sat. June 
22. Put unwanted items out at the curb from 
7:00 am to 5:00 pm.  
 
Come on out to Military Day at the Geor-
gina Military Museum on Woodbine Ave. 
on Sat. June 22 starting at 10:00 am. Ex-
perience collectors with artifacts, restored 
military vehicles, realistic battle re-
enactments complete with WW2 military 
encampments, face painting, food and re-
freshments.  
 
It’s that time of year again for Music in the 
Streets in Uptown Keswick on Sat. June 22.  
This is a free community festival geared 
toward creating a performance opportunity 
for up and coming musicians of Georgina.  
Fun starts at 10:00 am.   
 
Join Routes in a trip to St. Lawrence Mar-
ket on Sat. June 22. Bus pick-ups in Sutton 

and Keswick beginning at 9:00 am. To reg-
ister call (905) 722-4616. You can also reg-
ister for a Trip to Tanger Outlets in Cook-
stown on Wed. June 26. Only $5 per per-
con.  
 
York Region is hosting a Repair Café in 
partnership with the Link on June 23. If you  
are a fixer and would like to volunteer, 
please visit www.york.ca/repaircafe.  
 
Robbie Lane and the Disciples will be at the 
Stephen Leacock Theatre on Sat. June 29.  
 
Canada Day festivities are not too far away. 
You can attend MP Scot Davidson’s Pan-
cake Breakfast at the East Gwillimbury 
Sports Complex from 8:30 to 11:00 am on 
July 1.  
 
Then head out to the ROC for the Georgina 
festivities all day long with fire works in the 
evening.  

HELP WANTED 

WAVE TAXI is looking for responsible 
outgoing people to drive taxi cabs 
and/or provide transportation for 
medical appointments. If you are in-
terested, please call (905) 252-0208.  


