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A study sponsored by the provincial gov-
ernment to review the governance models 
of 82 upper and lower-tier municipalities in 
Ontario gave some members of Georgina 
council at the January 16 council meeting 
an opportunity to speculate on possible sce-
narios coming out of the recommendations.   
Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo wondered 
aloud if amalgamation is on the table at 
Queens Park and how that scenario would 
impact the future of capital projects already 
being considered by council. “We are plan-
ning to invest in new fire halls, a new rec 
centre and a new Civic Centre and amalga-
mation would really throw a curve ball into 
that,” Mr. Sebo said.  
The Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing Steve Clark has appointed  
two special advisors to conduct the review 
and provide recommendations to improve 
governance, decision making and service 
delivery.  
“Building on what’s working well, the re-
view will identify improvements to make 
better use of taxpayer dollars while ensur-
ing government works efficiently and effec-
tively for the people,” Mr. Clark said.  
With consultations scheduled to begin this 
spring, the study will examine the regional 
municipalities of Halton, York, Durham, 
Waterloo, Niagara, Peel, Muskoka District, 
Oxford County plus the County of Simcoe 
and their lower-tier municipalities.  
According to a release on Tuesday, January 
16, Mr. Michael Fenn and Mr. Ken Seiling 

will explore opportunities with municipali-
ties, residents and business owners to ex-
plore : a) opportunities to make it easier for 
residents and businesses to access munici-
pal services; b) processes to deliver effi-
cient and effective local services that re-
spect taxpayers’ money; c) methods to 
make municipalities open for business; and 
d) possibilities to cut red tape and duplica-
tion and save costs.  
Cautious, but optimistic, Georgina’s Mayor 
Margaret Quirk said she welcomes the idea 
of a review that could zero in on efficien-
cies and effectiveness. She said it was too 
early in the process to speculate on the out-
come, but it would be prudent to move for-
ward recognizing the possibility of amalga-
mation. “We can only deal with the infor-
mation we have right now which isn’t a 

lot,” Mayor Quirk said. “But we need to 
look at it through a lens that if we were to 
be amalgamated, what would make sense?” 
In an interview with the Georgina Post, 
Mayor Quirk said, “Until we know more 
details, I’m not panicking at this point. I’m 
willing to sit down and have the discussion 
and see where it all leads.”  
Regional Councillor Rob Grossi was also in 
favour of the review and told the Georgina 
Post, “I don’t think you should ever take a 
break from examining or have a third party 
examine how you do business. If the review 
provides a better way of delivering services 
to the people of York Region and Georgina 
in a more efficient and effective manner 
and reduces the size of government, bring 
it on.” But he also said in light of the  
Continued on page 3... 

Study to review efficiencies and effectiveness of regions and municipalities  

Georgina opts out of cannabis retail stores—for now 
It was a close vote but in the end Mayor 
Margaret Quirk, Dan Fellini, Dave Neeson 
and Dave Harding carried a motion to opt 
out of offering retail sales of cannabis in 
Georgina. Regional Councillor Rob 
Grossi, Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo and 
Ward 1 Councillor Mike Waddington 
voted against the opt-out motion.  
But prior to the vote, staff presented the 
results of a survey that was conducted by 
the Town to evaluate the mood of resi-
dents toward allowing cannabis retail out-
lets in Georgina.  

Results noted that 73 per cent of the 2,462 
individuals polled either strongly sup-
ported or somewhat supported allowing 
retail cannabis stores in Georgina. Twenty 
five per cent were strongly opposed or 
somewhat opposed to the idea and the 
balance of respondents were undecided.   
Armed with this information, the mayor 
and each councillor offered explanations 
to support their vote. Mr. Waddington in 
Ward 1 told council he personally thought 
legalizing marijuana was a “bad” idea. But  
Continued on page 5... 
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There is so much to talk about I 
almost don’t know where to start.  
But first lets look at the an-
nouncement by the provincial 
government to “review” the gov-
ernance of 82 upper and lower-
tier municipalities. Trying to 
figure out just what that might 
mean down the road opens up a 
world of possibilities. Everything 
from developing new fiscal poli-
cies to creating a mega city 
called York has been bandied 
about.  
Given the Ontario Government’s 
announcement some residents 
feel it be prudent for our council 
to delay any significant, non-
essential capital expenditures 
until the review is completed.  
Specifically, the MURC and 
Civic Centre need much more 
input from the public. There is 
no credible research that supports 
the need for a MURC and this 
announcement by the govern-
ment provides the much needed 
time to complete a competent 
independent study. 
It is no secret that municipalities 
are a product of the provincial 
government and the Ford govern-
ment has demonstrated it is not 
shy when it comes to tinkering 
with the status quo. So hang on, 
this one could be a bumpy ride.  
Next, Georgina council, by a 
slim margin of one, decided to 
opt out of cannabis retail stores 
with the option of being able to 
opt back in down the road.  
On this issue, I want to call out 
Ward 1 Councillor Mike Wad-
dington for his integrity when he 
fulfilled a campaign promise to 
side with the public on the issue, 
despite his own personal feel-
ings. Over 73 per cent of the 
2,462 residents were either 
strongly supportive or somewhat 
supportive of the idea. And I 
question why these results were 
pulled into question when the 
previous council had no problem 
with the results of a MURC sur-
vey that had a much smaller sam-
ple size and was polling a biased 
group of respondents.  
Next on my list is the by-election 
that has been called for February 
25 to fill the York Simcoe riding 
seat vacated when Mr. Van Loan 

retired at the end of September. 
It seems there is a new law on 
the books which says when a seat 
becomes vacant in the House of 
Commons a by-election must be 
called within six months. How-
ever if the seat is vacated within 
nine months of a general elec-
tion, no by-election will be 
needed. This leads me to think 
that if Mr. Van Loan had post-
poned his retirement for four 
months we would not need to 
spend the money for this by-
election since the general elec-
tion is on October 21, 2019.   
Now, on to Bill 66 and Schedule 
10. Bill 66, commonly known as 
the “Open for Business Act”, 
which is being proposed by the 
Ontario Conservative govern-
ment (see page 7) includes a 
Schedule 10 which many envi-
ronmental groups are opposing. 
Schedule 10 gives municipalities 
the ability to pass an Open for 
Business by-law which could 
exempt industrial/manufacturing 
planning proposals only from 
conforming to various policies 
and regulations such as the 
Growth Plan, the Greenbelt Plan,  
Continued on page 3... 
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Continued from page 1.  
review and the possible out-
comes, plans to build a new 
Civic Centre specifically, 
should be put on hold.  
When at the January 16 meet-
ing, he told other members of 
council that based on the pro-
vincial government’s recent 
actions, the governance model 
for municipalities and the re-
gions could change. “So we 
may need to re-evaluate some of 
the items based on what may 

occur in the next year or two.” 
York Region’s Chair and CEO 
Wayne Emmerson said the re-
gion is supportive of the review. 
“We look forward to the oppor-
tunity to work with our provin-
cial partners to explore ways to 
optimize service delivery and 
reduce costs,” he said. “This is 
consistent with our Council’s 
commitment to continuous im-
provement and meeting the 
changing needs of our growing 
communities.”    

Editorial and Letter to the Editor — Continued from page 2.  

Review could change status quo  

Continued from page 2. 
the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, 
Planning Act etc.  
Supported by nine environmental 
groups, Georgina council agreed 
NOT to exercise the powers 
granted to it in Schedule 10 of 
Bill 66 until the issue has been 
put before the public with two 
public meetings.  
As far as I am concerned, this 
issue is one that comes down to 
trust. Do we trust our local  
elected officials enough to criti-
cally assess the pros and cons of 
a potential business opportunity 
that could provide good paying 
jobs (must be a minimum of 50 
jobs) and offer tax relief to our 
beleaguered residential tax base 
against the ever-important and 
delicate eco-systems that we all 
adore and fiercely protect?  
If an Open for Business By-law 
was to be passed, Georgina coun-
cil would still get to choose 
which economic development 
opportunity is the best fit for us 
and still use the polices and regu-

lations in place to evaluate their 
impact.  
So the question is, can we trust 
them to do that?  
If one isn’t passed, it effectively 
communicates Georgina is not 
Open for Business—full stop.  
Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
 
Letter to the Editor: 
Re: Tom Zsolt—Time for  
Georgina to Lead  
I can’t think of a better topic for 
the first issue of the New Year 
for the Georgina Post! I appreci-
ate everything you said in 
your Time for Georgina to 
lead article and 
also fully endorse it! What an 
excellent opportunity for 
the Town of Georgina to lead by 
example. 
Thank you so much for putting 
into words what really needed 
saying - you’ve laid out a whole 
blueprint for action. I wonder…
are any of your points on the 
radar screen of our leadership? 
Denise Sheedy, Pefferlaw 
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Happy Birthday wishes go 
out to Abbie Neufeld who 
recently turned Sweet 16. 
Greetings from Jane, Ken 
Shannon and Zero.  
 
Yiikes! A whole lot of an-
glers won’t appreciate the 
efforts of Georgina’s by-law 
department when they 
placed parking tickets on the 
windshield of several vehi-
cles lined up along Hadden 
Road in Virgina last week-
end. Anglers have been 
parking there for years and 
this is the first time I have 
seen this kind of response 
from the by-law department.  
 
We were very saddened to 
learn of Major Max 
Bulmer’s passing on January 
1, 2019. Max was a wonder-
ful friend to this community 
whose kind spirit and 
friendly manner endeared 
him to many. Our condo-

lences go out to his lovely 
wife Helen and their family. 
He will be sadly missed by 
all who were blessed to 
know him. RIP Max.  
 
We also want to send our 
sincere condolences out to 
the friends and family of 
Linda Keogh, 55, who 
passed away on January 3, 
2019. Linda was a passion-
ate person who loved hu-
mour, gardening, painting 
music, travelling and spend-
ing time with friends and 
family.  
 
Oooops! In the January 10 
issue I incorrectly reported 
that Hamilton Farms was 
located on Kennedy Rd. In 
fact, Hamilton Farms is lo-
cated on McCowan Rd. I 
apologize for this mistake 
and regret any inconven-
ience this may have caused.   
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Option to opt-in on cannabis retail stores still available—Mayor Quirk 
Continued from page 1. 
in casting his vote, he explained, “I did 
make it very clear during the election that I 
would follow the vote of the people on this 
one and despite an obvious unscientific 
survey, the results showed that people were 
definitely in favour of it, so I will stand by 
that.” He said if the legal retail sales of can-
nabis means “a cleaner weed, I’m going to 
take that as a small win.”  
Ward 2 Councillor Dan Fellini said he was 
concerned about the locations that could be 
chosen for the retail outlets. “We in Geor-
gina also have issues with drugs and I don’t 
think this is a step forward for us as a mu-
nicipality to introduce.”  
He went on to say the legislation allowed 
for on-line sales and personal grow opportu-
nities without the need for “bricks and mor-
tar locations.”  
Dave Neeson in Ward 3 said he preferred 
the previous idea of distributing cannabis 
through the LCBO model and felt rushed 
into making a decision without adequate 
planning. “I’m not too sure about this new 
model. I am concerned about it and I still 
have some questions that I don’t have the 
answers to and that greatly concerns me,” 
he said adding he did not see a compelling 

argument to opt-in at this time.  
Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo focused on 
the socio-economic advantages of opting in. 
He said if the Town did not allow retail 
stores to sell the product, residents would 
go elsewhere and it could perpetuate further 
illegal sales. “The debate is do we allow 
legal cannabis store fronts or do we allow 
the continued proliferation of illegal canna-
bis sales in our community.”  
Representing Ward 5, Dave Harding said it 
was “unfair” of the federal government to 
download the legalization of marijuana onto 
the provinces who then ultimately gave the 
responsibility of managing it to the munici-
palities. “It was rushed,” he said, adding, 
“there was a process they should have taken 
with more time and more thought.”  
Regional Councillor Rob Grossi took a vi-
sionary approach to the issue and felt the 
future economic opportunities available 
through research and development could 
potentially put everyday consumer products 
on the shelf that contained a cannabis addi-
tive. He cited examples of pain medications 
and energy drinks that may one day contain 
marijuana ingredients and he urged council 
to consider courting companies who manu-
facture those products. “The reality of the 

situation is we have an economic develop-
ment opportunity and we have a chance to 
move forward in this community.” He went 
on to say any monies the municipality 
would receive for opting-in should be spent 
on strengthening by-law staff and first re-
sponders.  
Mayor Margaret Quirk called into question 
the authenticity of the survey results by 
suggesting some residents may have com-
pleted multiple surveys. But she went on to 
say her primary concern was the finality of 
a decision to opt in. “The concern I have, 
and I’ve said this over the past number of 
weeks, is if you opt in you can’t opt out so 
there is no going back and that concerns 
me.” 
Under the Cannabis Licence Act, munici-
palities have a one-time opportunity to opt 
out of allowing retail stores and must report 
their decision to opt in or out to the Alcohol 
and Gaming Commission of Ontario no 
later than January 22, 2019.   
“Opting out at this point does not mean the 
Town cannot opt back in down the road,” 
said Mayor Quirk, adding, the Town will 
continue to monitor the situation in other 
municipalities for potential future consid-
eration.   
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Georgina’s planning staff were 
at council on January 16 to 
provide council members with 
a status report on various resi-
dential development applica-
tions and Industrial, Commer-
cial and Institutional (ICI) 
projects ongoing in Keswick 
and Sutton.  
According to the report, Geor-
gina currently has 3,500 resi-
dential units in the review 
process and 16 identified ICI 
proposals totalling 17,070 sq. 
m. of space.  
The bulk of residential devel-
opment will occur in Ward 1 
with 1,634 units which in-
cludes a mix of detached 
homes and townhouses.  
In Ward 2 in Keswick, plans 
have been submitted to build a 
160 unit long term care facility 
and 277 residential units—
including 168 condominium 
units and 36 apartments.  
Various development submis-

sions in Ward 3 will result in 
approximately 513 detached 
homes being built there.  
Sutton’s Ward 4 will see a 
significant amount of develop-
ment with 1,247 units in vari-
ous stages of the development 
process.  
Staff also presented the status 
of Georgina’s water and waste 
water capacity and allocations 
as it relates to the proposed 
developments.  
The Keswick Water and Re-
sources Recovery Facility 
(WRRF) has a capacity of 
49,000 people of which 
45,445 is currently allocated. 
The remaining capacity is be-
ing held in reserve for the 
Business Park and a future 
development.  
In Sutton, only 113 persons of 
water capacity remains unas-
signed and 19 persons of sew-
age capacity remains and has 
not been assigned.  

 

Council updated on status of  
development projects  
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The Ontario government’s Bill 66, also 
known as the Open for Business Act, is a 
proposal to “restore Ontario’s competitive-
ness” by amending or repealing other Acts 
and it is giving some Georgina councillors 
heartburn.  
The bill, which has only passed first read-
ing at Queen’s Park, contains a Schedule 
10 which gives municipal governments the 
power to exempt industrial/manufacturing 
development proposals from conforming 
to a number of plans/policies such as the 
Greenbelt Plan, the Planning Act, the Lake 
Simcoe Protection Plan, the Provincial 
Policy Statement etc.  
Schedule 10 deals with economic develop-
ment opportunities only and proposals that 
will provide a minimum, in Georgina’s 
case, of 50 jobs for communities with a 
population under 250,000. It does not ap-
ply to residential planning proposals.  
If Bill 66 is passed, municipal councils 
will need to decide whether or not they 
want to pass an “Open for Business” by-
law and adopt the ability to evaluate eco-
nomic development proposals wanting 
relief from the aforementioned planning 
policies.  
After the debate by council on January 16, 
a motion, prepared by Ward 3 Councillor 
Dave Neeson, was passed to urge the On-
tario government to abandon or withdraw 
Schedule 10 of Bill 66. In addition, the 
motion also restricted council from passing 
an “Open for Business” by-law until two 
public meetings are held on the issue.  
Since the bill was first announced in De-
cember last year, several environmental 
agencies and groups have come out with 
statements condemning Schedule 10 for 
allowing industrial/manufacturing propos-
als to leap frog over planning policies that 
protect Ontario’s green spaces, water and 
air. 
The Georgina motion was given due con-
sideration by council with five members 
voting for it (Quirk, Harding, Fellini, Sebo 
and Neeson) and two voting against it 
(Waddington and Grossi).  
In defence of his motion, Mr. Neeson told 
council that the motion had nothing to do 
with reducing opportunities for increased  
economic activity. “In fact it is just the 
opposite,” he said adding, “What I would 
like to hear is a compelling argument on 
how Bill 66 can achieve those huge eco-
nomic gains while protecting the environ-
ment.”  
Ward 1 Councillor Mike Waddington said 

he didn’t understand the push back against 
the Open for Business Act.  
“Quite frankly the push back on Bill 66 
baffles me,” he said. “Georgina residents 
deserve the opportunity to work locally 
and the province is trying to give us the 
opportunity to do just that.”  
He referenced municipalities that have a 
healthy industrial tax base that have come 
out against the Bill. “They just don’t want 
us to compete. Well, tough,” he said.  
“This bill is an invitation for us to promote 
ourselves to a business base that we 
choose, for the betterment of our commu-
nity.”  
However, the majority of council were not 
swayed. Mayor Quirk had concerns with 
the bill providing municipalities with the 
authority to evaluate industrial/
manufacturing proposals without requiring 
public consultation. “It is simply wrong,” 
she said, adding, although Georgina may 
not want to forego the public consultation 
process, she is concerned about other mu-
nicipalities who feel pressured to improve 
their industrial tax base, who could now 
make decisions without public meetings.  
According to the 
Director of Planning 
Harold Lenters, Bill 
66 in its current form 
is “not well con-
structed”. He said if 
some municipalities 
adopt an Open for 
Business by-law and 
other don’t, it doesn’t 
provide for a fair and 
equitable process for 
everyone and could 
lead to unhealthy 
competition between 
municipalities. 
“That’s what is miss-
ing,” he said.  
In an interview with 
the Georgina Post, 
Mr. Lenters said 
even if Georgina 
were to pass an Open 
for Business by-law, 
the Town could con-
tinue to  evaluate 
proposals based on 
the safeguards built 
into the current plan-
ning policies. But, by 
removing the re-
quirement to con-

form to those policies, it allows other mu-
nicipalities with the ability to sidestep 
these safeguards and this would present an 
unfair playing field on which to compete 
for those economic development opportu-
nities, he said.  
In his report to council, Mr. Lenters stated 
that the initial reaction among numerous  
municipalities is to support, in principal, 
the province’s plan to restore Ontario’s 
competitiveness. “However, there is also a 
strong collective opinion that this must not 
occur at the expense of the environment 
and many see the proposed Open for Busi-
ness by-law potentially compromising re-
sponsible planning,” he said.  
Mayor Quirk stressed that Georgina con-
tinues to look for economic development 
opportunities. “Economic development can 
still occur in the Town of Georgina. We 
certainly are wanting to attract businesses 
and my concern is at what cost.”  
She introduced an amendment to the mo-
tion to request the province to provide mu-
nicipalities with the criteria and regulations 
contained in Bill 66 before the bill is 
passed at Queen’s Park.  

Council passes by-law to prohibit 
cannabis production for one year  

Georgina council has passed 
an interim control by-law 
(IBC) to prohibit commercial 
cannabis production facilities 
from operating in Georgina 
on rural lands for up to one 
year. The by-law does not 
apply to the lawful cultiva-
tion of marijuana for personal 
use.  
On January 16 council de-
bated whether or not Geor-
gina should allow commer-
cial marijuana cultivation 
operations on lands with a 
rural zoning.  
In a staff report, council was 
advised to pass the IBC to 
allow the municipality time 
to conduct a land use plan-
ning study to evaluate appro-
priate set-backs and potential 
associated impacts such as 
odour and light pollution.  
“For some of these facilities 
that have been established in 

other areas in Ontario, there 
have been concerns raised by 
the residents and council 
members with respect to nox-
ious odours and light from 
these facilities,” Senior Plan-
ner Tolek Makarewicz told 
council. He also said the 
Town has received inquiries 
from people wanting to es-
tablish production operations 
in Georgina and the IBC 
would allow the planning 
division to study the issue 
and identify options for coun-
cil on how to proceed.   
In his report to council, Geor-
gina’s Director of Planning 
Harold Lenters said the in-
terim control by-law would 
only apply to lands zoned 
rural and the land encom-
passing the Keswick Busi-
ness Park, which is zoned for 
industrial/commercial uses, 
would be exempt.  
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York Simcoe residents will be back at the polls again on February 25, 2019 to decide who will fill the York-Simcoe seat in the House of 
Commons vacated by Conservative MP Peter Van Loan when he retired in September. Voters will choose from Shaun Tanaka who will be 
representing the Liberal Party of Canada, Scot Davidson, the Progressive Conservative candidate, Jessa McLean who will carry the New 
Democratic Party of Canada banner, Matthew Lund from the Green Party, Kevin Komar from the Libertarian Party and Robert Geurts 

will represent Canada’s newest political party, the People’s Party of Canada. To provide Georgina residents with a venue to question the 
candidates, Rogers TV Georgina together with the Chamber of Commerce will host a public debate at the Link on Mon. Feb 4 at 7:00 pm. 

Six candidates vie for York Simcoe seat in by-election  

* Employees of Langstaff Cards, Buchner 
Manufacturing and Braids & Laces and 
the many residents of the area 
who donated to the boxes and coin jars at 
the following locations and the businesses 
who accepted boxes for the collection of 
new unwrapped toys and money: 
 
BMO Bank of Montreal, Sutton Branch 
Belvedere Cookhouse & Saloon 
Boondocks Restaurant 
Dar’s Place 
Dianne Glover Hair Salon 
Harry & Gingers Pizzeria 
Kibble Pet Food Store 
Pefferlaw LCBO  
Pefferlaw Family Health Centre 
Canada Post— Pefferlaw Office  
Residents of Rixon Manor, Pefferlaw 
Students—Sutton District High School  
Sutton Curling Club 
Udora Gas Bar & Convenience Store  
Udora General Store & Post Office 
Udora United Church 
Virginia United Church 

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY...The Pefferlaw & District Lioness Club is so proud of our community for the great support received for the 
CHRISTMAS ANGELS PROGRAM in December. We wish to thank the following businesses and people for their generosity.  

Donations to Toy Boxes and Coin Jars  Financial Contributions for the Food Boxes and Other Items 
Margaret Almack 
Brad Smockum Livestock 
    Transport 
Buchner Manufacturing 
Deborah & Richard Crook 
Sherry Chee-O-Fat 
Club 55 Pefferlaw 
Denise Cunningham in Memory 
    of Herb Cunningham 
Egypt Hall Board  
David and Kathy Flamino 
Isabel Fairbarn 
Forrest & Taylor Funeral Home 
Garnet Machine Inc. (Joanne 
    Card) 
Georgina Veterinary Clinic 
Nancy Gervais 
Giant Tiger 
Merlin and Debbie Godfrey 
Joanne Grozdanovski &  
    Scholastic Books 
J. B. Construction (Jack 

    Beaudrow) 
Kal and Shirley Jakonen 
Ron and Linda Josephson 
Linda Kirby  
John Leinster and Lynn  
   Fairweather Leinster 
Linda’s Interior Painting 
   (Linda Konyn) 
LJ Locks Locksmithing (John 
    and Linda Gluszek)  
Doreen A. Lister 
Lloyd Services (John Lloyd) 
Verna McArthur 
Brian and Sharon McConnell 
Mary Norton 
Bill and Wanda O’Neill 
Rose Park 
Ross and Yvonne Parker 
Pefferlaw & District Lions Club 
Pefferlaw Arts & Crafts Club  
Pefferlaw Chiropractic &  
    Wellness Centre 

Port Bolster Community Hall 
Quinn’s Marina Ltd. 
Ruth Rae 
Garry & Dorothy Reevie 
Paul and Elaine Reeder 
Marilyn & Ron Reid  
Barb and Ron Scott 
Shearer Homes Inc.  
Terrence & Denise Sheedy 
Marvin and Nancy Shepherd 
Keith and Dorothy Shier 
Allan, Edna and Cathy Slater 
Sobeys in Sutton 
Steve’s No Frills 
Ted’s Excavating (Ted Lyddiatt) 
Theresa from Steve’s No Frills 
Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club  
W. J. Watson Public School 
Nancy Walker 
D. Faye Wilkinson 
Karen Wolfe, The Georgina Post 
Wright’s Tree Service  

ALSO THANK YOU to Jane Clyde, Nancy Henderson, Liarian Hider, Marlene Barnes, Cathy Simoes, 
Brenda Camplin, Anna and Ethan Kirkos, Eden and Heidi Henderson, Virginia United Church Ladies 
and to STEVE’S NO FRILLS for filling and assembling the food boxes; to Glen Dixon and the staff of 
GIANT TIGER for their donations; to the WILFRID HALL BOARD for the use of the hall to sort and pack 
all the boxes; and to Lions Don Philip, Mike Buccos, Paul Kirby and Barry Moore as well as Dave Clyde, 
Albert Henderson and Curtis Henderson for delivering the packages. And last but not least for all the 
ladies that provided knitted hats and mitts and the many who anonymously donated money and gift 
cards. Thank you all so very much for your kindness and generosity. We could not have done it without 
you.  

A life-long 
small busi-
ness entre-
preneur 
from Geor-
gina, Mr. 
Davidson’s 
primary focus locally is on small business, 
the environment and infrastructure.  
“Small business forms the backbone of our 
economy and it’s what supports small 
communities like those in York Simcoe. If 
elected I would fight hard to reduce red 
tape and other government roadblocks that 
hinder small business growth.”  
He says Lake Simcoe and its watershed are 
critical for the long time sustainability of 
the area. “Many of us were deeply disap-
pointed when the Trudeau government 
cancelled the last round of funding from 
the previous Conservative government’s 
Lake Simcoe South Georgian Bay Clean 

Up Fund. If elected I would work hard to 
restore that funding.” 
He believes infrastructure projects such as 
the 404-400 link, GO station parking, new 
road construction and high speed internet 
have not been addressed by the current 
government. “I will work hard to ensure 
York Simcoe gets its share of federal in-
vestment dollars for much needed infra-
structure.” 
 
Mr. Lund is  a 
fourth genera-
tion York 
Simcoe resi-
dent, is a li-
censed parale-
gal and joined 
the Green Party “to help make a difference 
with a socially liberal, fiscally conserva-
tive mindset that looks more towards the 
future rather than the past and with an eye 

to consensus building in the middle rather 
than extreme right/left politics.”  
At the centre of his platform is the envi-
ronment and climate change. But beyond 
that “I believe in preventative health care 
rather than reactive health care.  Job crea-
tion with a focus on future technologies 
and infrastructure rather than preserving 
outdated and dying industries. And social 
justice that closes the gap between the rich 
and the poor and brings us all closer to an 
even playing field. And lastly election re-
form that sees the playing field even so 
that corporate sponsors are not buying 
elections.” 
 
Ms. McLean is a 
resident of Sut-
ton, an activist 
in the “Fight for 
$15 and Fair-
ness” in York 

Scot  
Davidson  
Progressive  
Conserva-
tive  Party of  
Canada  

Mathew 
Lund 
Green Party  
of   
Canada  

Jessa  
McLean  
New  
Democratic 
Party  
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Region and armed with a de-
gree in Political Science, she is 
launching her campaign with a 
focus on affordable housing, 
national pharmacare, climate 
change and a “bold new ap-
proach” to taxation.  
“Overall, our focus will be on 
building a Canada that we de-
serve. One that leaves no one 
behind, that respects the envi-
ronment, Indigenous rights and 
rejects social and economic 
inequality,” she says.  
“What I discovered during my 
work for labour rights is that 
many elected officials simply 
do not listen. They are not mak-
ing decisions that benefit most 
of us.”  
 
Mr. Ko-
mar is a 
brick-
layer, a 
former 
B. C. 
Regional Coordinator for the 
Libertarian Party and father of 
two living in Barrie. He says he 

“is a champion of individual 
freedoms and has fought tire-
lessly against the surge of so-
cialism in Canada”.  His plat-
forms include a simplified tax 
code, full property rights, end-
ing all forms of foreign aid and 
tariffs, full sovereignty for all 
indigenous groups, and reduc-
ing red tape to allow small 
businesses to compete with 
larger corporations. In addition, 
he supports repealing the Can-
ada Health Act “to ensure 
healthcare is a provincial re-
sponsibility and allow private 
alternatives to alleviate wait 
times and reduce the financial 
burden of the public healthcare 
system.”  
 
Ms. 
Tanaka 
was 
raised 
in York 
Simcoe 
and is a Geography professor at 
Queen’s University and the 
University of Toronto. She says 

she supports the tax-free Can-
ada Child Benefit which pro-
vides an annual average of 
$6,010 for families and says 
she will “continue to fight for 
our local families and children 
in our riding.”  
Support for seniors, mental 
health and home care services 
together with helping to protect 
a healthy environment are also 
key areas of focus. She says he 
Liberal government under-
stands that a growing economy 
and protecting the environment 
go hand in hand. 
“I will be a strong local voice 
for our community, who will 
work with Justin Trudeau to 
create well-paying jobs, grow 
our local economy and offer 
real help to families here in 
York-Simcoe.”  
 
Mr. 
Geurts 
has a 
criminal 
law prac-
tice in 

Toronto and recently became a 
member of Canada’s newest 
political party, the People’s 
Party of Canada (PPC). 
He endorses the PPC platform 
which includes revamping the 
equalization payment system to 
provinces, scraping the carbon 
tax, aggressively pursuing trade 
deals and dropping corporate 
income tax from 15 per cent to 
10 per cent.  
Mr. Geurts said he is proud to 
represent the People’s Party in 
York Simcoe. “Maxime Bernier 
has shown courage and is 
championing greater fairness 
for all. He is defending the mid-
dle class as we fight the decline 
of the average Canadian's buy-
ing power.” 

Robert 
Geurts 
People’s  
Party of 
Canada 

Keith  
Komar  
Libertarian 
Party of  
Canada  

Editor’s Note:  
All candidates were invited to 
contribute to this article.  
Responses have been edited for 
space consideration and have 
been presented in the order in 
which they were received.   
KW 

Shaun  
Tanaka  
Liberal  
Party of  
Canada  



The weather at the ROC on Saturday, January 5 was cold but sunny—a perfect day for 
families to join Mayor and council members at the New Years Levee.  
Free hot pancakes, sausages and refreshments were plentiful as a team from Enbridge 
Consumers Gas withstood the cold to prepare the meal for nearly 400 guests.  
On hand serving residents were Mayor Quirk, Mike Waddington, Dan Fellini, Dave 
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Neeson, Dave Harding and Rob 
Grossi.  
The event also gave families an oppor-
tunity to enjoy free tube rides, snow-
boarding, toboggan rides and skating 
from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  
The New Years Levee is a tradition in 
Georgina and is a welcomed annual 
event where residents have an oppor-
tunity to meet old and new friends and 
get to know their council members.  
 
(Above) Future NHL star Zeeth Da-
vies, 4, came to the ROC with his sis-
ter, Meadow, and grandparents where  
he hit the outdoor skating rink to show 
off his moves!  
 
(Left) The line-up for breakfast moved 
along quickly with the efficient service 
provided by the Mayor and members 
of council.  

(Photo Left) Roller Derby veteran and coach Lum-
berjack Flash (a.k.a. Tiffany Folmeg) left, and 
Georgina Roller Derby organizer Mish’Hell on 
Wheels, (a.k.a. Michelle Vacca) right, were hosts at 
a Meet and Greet event at the Ice Palace on Sun-
day, January 20 to explain the sport to curious and 
prospective members for the newly organized club.  
(Photo Right) Roller Derby enthusiasts demon-
strate a jam for spectators.  
Ms. Vacca says the Georgina Roller Derby League 
will also introduce recreational quad skating in 
addition to team training.  

New Roller Derby league hosts Meet and Greet 
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Scott Hall (centre), the owner and operator of a new thrift store in 
Keswick, Thrift Plus, cuts the ribbon during the store’s Grand 
Opening on Tuesday, January 15.  
Mr. Hall says 25 per cent of the store’s profits will be donated to 
Sick Kids Hospital. Thrift Plus accepts donations of clothing, 
shoes, toys, books, electronics, small household items and tools 
for resale at the store. Liquidation stock items are also available. 
Joining him for the celebrations L to R are: Brian Martin, Jenni-
fer Anderson, Mayor Margaret Quirk, Jenell Link, Daisy Wease, 
Paul Cookson, Rob Grossi and John Link.  

Georgina resident wins “Men of Honour” Award  

Congratulations go to Ken Hackenbrook (centre) who was 
surrounded by his family when he received York Region’s 
“Men of Honour” Award at Le Parc Banquet and Confer-
ence Centre in Markham on Saturday, November 18, 2018.  
The Men of Honour Award honours and celebrates the 
men who care and enhance the well-being of the commu-
nity in York Region. They are the men who demonstrated 
dedication, passion and leadership towards building safe, 
strong and thriving communities. Mr. Hackenbrook is a 
former Georgina councillor and a long-time volunteer 
supporting community groups and causes. Congrats, Ken!  

Members of the Georgina Pins and Needles 
craft club and supported by members of coun-
cil were on hand at the Link on Sunday, Janu-
ary 20 to unveil three quilts created by the 
Pins and Needles members.  
One quilt, called Lake Simcoe Beauty, depicts 
graphically designed images symbolizing 
Georgina’s Lake Simcoe culture.  
The second quilt, named Windows on Our 
Past, was created to celebrate Georgina’s 
200th anniversary and is comprised of old 
photos depicting images of historical signifi-
cance.  
The third quilt was produced in 2017 and ac-
knowledges 125 years of progress in the Sut-
ton and Jackson’s Point areas. All three quilts 
will remain on display at the Link.   



The Udora Leaskdale Lions Club invites 
you to their monthly spaghetti dinner at 
the Udora Hall on Fri. Jan. 25 starting at 
5:30 p.m.  
 

Habitat for Humanity Greater Toronto 
Area invites you to learn about the Habitat 
Homes being built in Sutton on Dalton Rd. 
this year. Drop in at the Link on Jan. 29 
from 5:30 to 8:30 pm to meet the team.  
 

Bring your resume to the yorkworks Hir-
ing Event at 20887 Dalton Rd. on Wed. 
Jan. 30 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and learn 
about available job postings for Call (905) 
722-1480 for more information.  
 

Georgina’s Annual Sno-fest event kicks 
off on Sat. Feb. 2 at the ROC from 10:00 
am til 3:00 pm. A fun filled day for all ages.  
 

Rogers TV and the Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce will host a Public Debate at the 
Link on Mon. Feb 4 at 7:00 pm for the can-
didates running in the York Simcoe by-
election.  
 

The Udora Community Hall Board is 
seeking new volunteer members. If inter-
ested, you are invited to attend a monthly 
meeting on Thurs. Feb. 7 at 7:00 pm.  
 

On February 8, put on your dancing shoes 
and attend the Club 55 Keswick Dinner 
Dance featuring the Vinyl Cuts. Tickets 
$15 for members, $20 for non-members. 
Located at 130 Gwendolyn Blvd.  
 

You are invited to the Adam Graeme 
Comedy Stage Hypnosis Show to be held 
at Knox United Church at 34 Market St. in 
Sutton on Sat. February 9 at 7:30 pm. Tick-
ets $20, kids free. Licensed with the LCBO. 
Call (905) 722-3742 for details.  
 

The Canadian Tire 4th Annual Lake Sim-
coe Ice Fishing Championship event will 
be held at Rayners Park at 50 Lake Dr. on 
Sunday, February 17.  $10,000 first prize. 
Proceeds to Jumpstart.   

You can’t miss this event...the 24th Annual 
Thomas Crittenden Memorial Ice Fish-
ing Derby on Wed. February 20. Tourna-
ment starts at 7:00 am until 4:00 pm with 
weigh-in at Salvation Army Lands End. 
Dinner, which is included with the entry fee 
of $30,  is at the Legion in Sutton at 5:30 
pm.  
 

Yuk Yuks Stand-Up Comedy Tour is 
returning to the Udora Community Hall on 
Sat. February 23. Doors open at 7:00. Cash 
bar. $25 per person.  
 

On Sat. February 23, Lakeshore Fellowship 
Church will host a Fun Day for kids JK to 
age 10 at the Sutton Legion from 10:00 am 
until 2:00 pm. Lego activities, bubble show, 
crafts, games and much more.  
 

Club 55 in Pefferlaw is hosting a Big Bucks 
Bid Euchre Tournament on Sat. March 2 
at the Pefferlaw Community Centre. Doors 
open at 12:00 noon. $10. All welcome.  
 

A fundraising event to support Cystic Fi-
brosis features nine Elvis impersonators 
with the Rudy and Angels band at Club 55 
in Keswick on Sunday, March 3 from 1:00 
until 6:00 pm. Tickets $25. Call Mary Lou 
at (289) 264-3892.  
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Coming Events & Announcements 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

WANTED—Part time house cleaner 
for home in Keswick. 8 hours per 
week. Fridays preferred. Please text 
(647) 300-8611 or email:  
catseiden@aol.com  


