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LPAT to consider YRP marine unit lot setback appeals
When the Committee of Adjustments for the
Town of Georgina approved two minor variance applications to allow York Regional Police (YRP) to construct their new marine headquarters with zero set backs from four lot lines,
Jackson’s Point resident Ab Friesner filed an
appeal with the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) formerly known as the Ontario
Municipal Board.
Mr. Friesner’s appeal is based on York Region
receiving relief for their new garage and office
to allow a rear yard set back of zero metres
from the required eight metres, a south side
setback of zero metres instead of the required
eight metres and a front yard setback of 1.2
metres opposed to the required 12 metres. Relief was also given for York Regional Police to
construct a boathouse and dock with similar lot
line setbacks on property they have exclusive
rights to, but is owned by MSR Lalu.
York Region responded with a motion to dismiss the appeal and that motion was heard by
LPAT at the Civic Centre on Wednesday, October 31.
A number of local area residents, supporting
Mr. Friesner’s argument not to dismiss the appeal, were in attendance and strained to listen
as York Region’s lawyer Bola Ogunmefun laid
out her reasons why the appeal should not go
forward.
She said the majority of concerns raised by Mr.
Friesner when the minor variance applications
were being considered were administrative or
procedural matters that were either not required
under the Planning Act or could be addressed

during the site plan approval process. And,
“they are not matters within the jurisdiction of
the Tribunal,” she said.
She also said concerns regarding the construction of the marine unit which included traffic,
noise, loss of privacy and non-conformity with
the neighbourhood, were speculative due to the
fact that no reports or studies had been submitted by Mr. Friesner to support his concerns.
Mr. Friesner responded by saying YRP should
design the amenities to fit the land, and not
make the land fit the building. “Setbacks are
relevant and important,” he said. “The rules
were made for everyone and just because York
Region has exemptions, doesn’t mean they
should be allowed.”
Mr. Friesner also raised concerns over incorrect
property addresses which were on the Committee of Adjustments applications when the
minor variance adjustments were approved but
were changed after the new setbacks were
granted.
He said he feels York Region’s attitude is, “We
are going to put this building in and to heck
with anyone else.”
Ms. Ogunmefun reiterated York Region’s position by saying the Tribunal should dismiss the
appeals because “the appellant hasn’t provided
any land use planning reasons upon which this
Tribunal could allow in part or in whole.”
The adjudicator, Mr. S. Tousaw, said arguments by both parties would be considered and
a written response detailing his decision on
whether or not to allow the appeal to move
forward would be available within weeks.

THIS IS DAN FELLINI

COUNCILLOR FOR WARD 2

I know that...and you know
that—right?
But for some unknown reason I
inadvertently identified the
Ward 2 councillor on the front
page of the October 24 issue as
Dan Pisani. I am so sorry, Dan,
and I hope this helps to make up
for my blunder.
The only excuse I have is it was
a brain burp while I was rushing
to write the story on the results
of the election at 2:00 a.m. in
order to make my print deadline. So sorry! KW
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The time is now to speak up

279

Over 15 Years Experience

• NEW!!! Reflexology

Dave Reddon and Rob Wheater
are on a mission. Dave is the
Acting Chief Administrative
Officer at the Town and Rob is
the Acting Director of Administrative Services and Treasurer. Their mission is to reach
out to residents and find out
which services you would like
to see supported in the 2019
budget.
As I write this, they have already hosted two outreach initiatives—with dismal results—
and two more are scheduled
(see ad on page 5).
In addition, they have posted
an on-line survey on the
Town’s website and questionnaires have been placed in all
three Georgina libraries. They
have even created a dedicated
budget email address as another vehicle to record your
thoughts about the budget.
Now, I am really not sure why
the uptake for feedback has
been so discouraging, but this
is your opportunity to be heard.
And, if apathy is holding you
back, I suggest you shake it off
and speak up.
I attended the outreach session
they hosted at the Pefferlaw
Library and I was the only one
there. Where were you?
I came away from that session
with the feeling that these two
Town employees were sincere
in their search for your input
and direction. Whether or not
the 2019 budget will ultimately
reflect the comments they receive I don’t know but I felt
better sharing my opinions with
them. Because, I believe if you
are going to complain about
something, you should be complaining to the people who can
do something about it.
And so, I strongly urge you to
get involved in this process.
Tell them what you think and
what changes you would like to
see. They are taking the time to
find out and the least you can
do is let them know you give a
damn.
Karen Wolfe,
Editor

Letter to the Editor
The voter turnout with so many
issues was surprising to me and
many others, but I believe it
defines a growing mentality of
mistrust. When people fail to
see the results when believing
in change, they eventually lose
the motivation to support anyone.
The question is, what is a politician seen as?
Despite the many angles of a
public servant, a now overwhelming percentage of voters
likely see the most notorious-that of a salesman with a pitch
that serves only their interests.
Perhaps it is slow progress,
when decades ago, things
would seemingly get done so
much faster. Or maybe it's a
lack of how something gets
done when promises are made.
Online voting at this point is a
must but it alone won't raise
turnout as seen in Newmarket
which still saw a two per cent
drop. The desire must be there
within the voter.
You cannot force someone to
act, even if an act makes sense
for them. There must always be
a want.
Boris Godzinevski
Keswick
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New apprenticeship rules announced
York Simcoe MPP Caroline
Mulroney was at GTTI in Sutton on Friday, October 26 to
unveil new labour laws
brought in by the Ontario government—rules she says will
help revitalize Ontario’s economy and expand opportunities
for trade workers and employers.

the reduction of journeyperson
to apprentice ratios. Currently
ratios vary by trade and some
ratios can be as high as six
journeypersons to one apprentice. The new regulations reduce all trades to a one-to-one
ratio.
Ms. Mulroney said setting a
single, lower ratio will help

Following the Ontario government’s announcement to replace
Bill 148 with the “Making Ontario Open for Business Act” MPP
Caroline Mulroney was at GTTI to discuss the new legislation.
Ms. Mulroney said the new bill
is designed to remove too
many regulations that act as
barriers for businesses to operate, grow and invest.
“And that is why reducing red
tape is the main element of this
bill,” she said. “Our government is cutting unnecessary
regulations that are inefficient,
inflexible or out-of date while
maintaining rules that keep
Ontarians safe and healthy.”
One of the keystone changes is

address a “huge skills gap” in
Ontario and enable more apprentices to be hired and “put
Ontario back to work”.
The new act will also repeal
the College of Trades, a body
that regulates skilled trades in
Ontario.
Ms. Mulroney said her government will be developing new
apprenticeship programs that
will not only benefit GTTI, but
trades training schools across
the province.
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Honouring the victims in Pittsburgh
Condemning evil, hate, intolerance and all of their chilling consequences were the
messages delivered by
speakers invited to a candlelight vigil at the ROC to honour the victims of the Tree of
Life synagogue shooting in
Pittsburgh last week.
The event, held on Thursday,
November 1, was organized
by Steve Jakobson, president
of the Jackson’s Point BIA.
Invited speakers included
Mayor Margaret Quirk, MPP
Caroline Mulroney, federal
PC candidate Scot Davidson,
Pastor Grant Verdoold and
Rabbi Vorovitch from the
Chabad Georgina in Keswick.
Rabbi Vorovitch read out the
names of the victims as holocaust survivor Max Eisen lit
eleven candles in their memory.
“Words are insufficient to convey our heartbreak, horror and

pain at this past devastating,
disgusting and anti-semitic
shooting in Pittsburgh,” Rabbi
Vorovitch said. “This constitutes the worst attack on members of the North American
Jewish community in history.”
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Humanity Bus delivers anti-hate
messages to MGPS students
A mobile human rights
educational centre, funded
by the Friends of Simon
Wiesenthal Centre for
Holocaust Studies, stopped
at Morning Glory Public
School (MGPS) on Thursday, November 1 to help
empower students to take
action against hate, intolerance and bullying.
The 30-seat Tour for Humanity
bus and instructor Daniella
Lurion invited students in
grades four to eight to engage in
discussions around topics of
diversity, democracy and Canadian civil rights and responsibilities.
Using state-of-the-art technology which included the use of
six large video screens, students
viewed age appropriate footage
of hate crime examples throughout history and discussed their
impact on society. Students
were also introduced, via video

clips, to acts of kindness demonstrated by every-day individuals who later became known as
“heroes”.
Ms. Lurion said the purpose of
the tour is to inspire people of
all ages and backgrounds, empowering them to raise their
voices, take action and promote
justice and human rights.
“The truth is we know what the
right thing to do is, doing it is
the hard part,” she said.
Since its launch in 2013, the bus
has visited 550 schools across
Ontario and engaged 100,000
students and educators.

The GEORGINA POST

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com
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Tennyson Tidbits
As Georgina residents gather
to remember the sacrifice and
courage of members of Canada’s armed forces, three separate Remembrance Day services will be held on Sunday,
November 11.
Sutton — Services will begin
at 11:00 a.m. at the Cenotaph
in Sutton on High Street.
Keswick —Parade starts at
10:15 a.m. at Keswick Public
School and arrives at the new
Cenotaph location at the
Stephen Leacock Centre at 130
Gwendolyn Blvd. for a service
at 11:00 a.m.
Pefferlaw — Services will be
held at the Cenotaph located at
the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre at 3:30 p.m. on
November 11.
A word of thanks to the very
kind gentleman who generously paid for our lunch at the
Anchor Restaurant in Sutton,
on Sunday, Nov. 4. You surprised us all by anonymously
picking up the tab for eight

very thankful members of The
Anglican Parish of Georgina. Our wish is that God will
bless you as you have blessed
us!

A little birdie told me Tim
McRae turns 50 on Nov. 12. If
you see him, wish him many
happy returns! Cheers, Tim.

As a founding member and
long-standing supporter of the
Georgina Historical Society,
Georgia Lyons accepted an
honorary membership at the
group’s Annual General Meeting on November 7.
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GETTING AROUND WITH ROUTES
Every day, we rely on transportation to
live our life. Whether it is taking our own
car to work, driving to see a friend or
family member, jumping in a cab to get
to an appointment, or walking to grab
milk we forgot to buy. Transportation is
essential. It is so natural to some of us,
that we never stop to think that getting
around with ease is a luxury not every‐
one has access to.
Routes Connecting Communities is a
York Region community based not‐for‐
profit organization dedicated to helping
people facing life challenges get to
where they need to be. There are people
in our communities that face social,
physical, mental, or financial barriers
preventing them from having access to
timely, safe, and compassionate trans‐
portation.
While taking transit might be easy for
one person, it’s an insurmountable task
for others. The cost of a taxi might be
affordable one time, but when you rely

on it daily or even weekly, it adds up.
And, not everyone is able to drive or can
afford to own a vehicle. These people
rely on Routes to create a resilient future
during tough times.
Take Michael, for example. Michael is a
client of Routes who is unable to drive
due to his medical condition. He must
travel from southern York Region to Kes‐
wick every day in order to receive pain
medication at the Ontario Addiction
Treatment Centre for his back condition.
And then there is Anne, a senior who lost
her husband and relies on Routes’ ser‐
vices for subsidized rides to get her into
town to the Georgina Community Food
Pantry once a month. There’s Steven, a
young and single dad who relies on
Routes’ drivers to take him and his son
to a children’s program once a week. Or
there’s Spencer, a senior with a mental
health condition that makes driving and
taking public transit difficult. He enjoys
going out and meeting new people, and

Routes’ drivers take Spencer to the Com‐
munity Dinner at the Keswick United
Church every Thursday, out of his home
and into the community.
Everyone deserves access to their com‐
munity. Whether it’s getting to medical
appointments, social engagements, or
simply running errands – everyone de‐
serves the ability to go. Routes has a
team of 30 volunteer drivers who pro‐
vide transportation using their personal
vehicles to help their clients gain access
to the services they need. In addition to
the volunteer transportation program,
Routes offers bus trips to special destina‐
tions, such as shopping centres, local
special events and attractions because
social inclusion is just as important as
necessities.
Routes is always looking for dedicated
and compassionate volunteers. Contact
Routes today at info@routescc.org or
(905) 722‐4616 for more information
about how you can provide support.
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Staff finding it difficult to engage
residents in pre-budget discussions

Acting CAO Dave Reddon (left)
and Acting Director of Corporate Services and Treasurer Rob
Wheater (right) were at the Pefferlaw Library on Saturday,
November 3 to find out from
residents which Town services
and programs they believe
should be funded by their property tax dollars.
Pefferlaw was the second of
four planned outreach initiatives
but the plan to date has attracted
few responses and opportunities
for personal engagement.
Mr. Wheater said the budgeting

process for the 2019 plan is underway at the Town and it is
important for residents to let the
Town know what their priorities
are.
In addition to the personal outreach approach, the Town has
launched an on-line survey asking residents to prioritize spending, provide comment and suggest an acceptable tax increase.
The survey can be found at
www.georgina.ca/budget or
residents can send an email with
their comments to
budget@georgina.ca

It’s flu season — Time for a free shot
With 619 deaths in Ontario last
year due to the flu and close to
9,000 hospitalizations, MPP
Caroline Mulroney is urging all
York Simcoe residents to step
up and take a free shot in the
arm.
Ms. Mulroney was at the Rexall Pharmacy in Keswick last
week when she received the flu
vaccine from Samanta Dhiman
as protection against this annual illness.
“As a mom, I know the flu shot
is the best defence to reduce the
risk of getting and spreading
the flu,” she said. “It is available across the province to pro- from a doctor, nurse practitioner
and at local participating phartect you and your loved ones.”
macies and local health units.
Residents can get a flu shot
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Lighthouse lights up Stephen’s house
On Saturday, November 3, the Stephen Leacock Centre was rocking to the sounds of
Canada’s iconic band,
Lighthouse, and audiences were thrilled
when Georgina’s own
Grant Fullerton was
invited to join the band
on stage. Mr. Fullerton
was an original band
member when the
group started out in
Toronto in 1968.
During the two-and-ahalf hour performance, Original Lighthouse band member Grant
Fullerton (left) joins lead singer Dan
the group celebrated
its 50 year history with Clancy on stage at the Stephen Leacock
Centre as the group celebrated 50 years
familiar hits such as
Pretty Lady, One Fine in the music industry.
Morning and Sunny
Days. Every selection by the 10 The concert was organized by
member band was received by Jackson’s Point resident Bil
enthusiastic and thunderous
Trainor and sponsored by
applause from the sold out au- Sobeys, Team Peroff, Stiemer
dience.
Contracting and R&A Stairs.

Remembering with Letters Home

Georgina author Sandy Day
was at the Link on Thursday,
November 8 to reveal the story
behind her novel, Fred’s Funeral.
First developed as a short story
after attending her great uncle
Fred’s funeral in 1986, Ms. Day
turned his story into a novel
after discovering a box of letters written when he was on the
battlefield in Passchendaele,
Belgium during World War 1.

The Link event, called “Letters
Home”, was a collaboration
between Ms. Day and Alana
Shields Barker whose grandfather Clarence also left his WW1
legacy documented in a box of
letters.
Volunteer readers captivated
the audience by reading letters
sent home by three WW1 soldiers—Clarence Coffey,
George Kingsley Johnston and
Fred Saunders.
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The volunteers on the right served a full house
to a Poppy Breakfast at the Sutton Legion on
Sunday, November 4 and what a feast it was.
Eggs, bacon, sausage, pancakes, toast and
coffee for $7.00 was the best deal going—not
to mention the great social atmosphere.
Thanks everyone...you did a superb job!

These little kiddies, Parker Pandolfi, 3, (left) and Chantelle Brazel, 6, (right) have
fun cookie decorating at the Port Bolster Hall on Sat. Oct. 27. Everyone was
treated to hot dogs, refreshments, pumpkin carving and loads of treats. A great
time was had by all.

The Pefferlaw Lioness hosted their 18th Christmas Craft Sale at the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre on October 27. Visitors were treated with numerous displays of hand-made crafts, baked goods and Christmas décor.

If you were looking for used books the Keswick United Church Christmas Bazaar was
the place to be on Sat. Nov. 3. But they weren’t the only bargains as shoppers browsed
through table after table of vendor displays.

11

The bake tables were a popular spot at both the
Sutton by the Lake bazaar (above) and at the Keswick Gardens event (below).

The Christmas Craft sale at the
Wilfrid Hall on Saturday, November 3 had some very creative
ideas on display. These egg shells
have been turned into Christmas
tree decorations by Debra Parks.

The basement at Cedardale Church in
Pefferlaw sported a wonderful display of
Christmas décor.

Congratulations to Natalia Zammitti
(centre) for winning the quilt featured at
the Quilt and Needle Art show held on
October 13.
Ms. Zammitti is presented with the quilt by
Georgina Kinsmen president Jeremy
Range (left), and Georgina Pins and Needles President Gloria Mott (right).
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Pefferlaw Arts and Craft Club is hosting
a Christmas Bazaar on Sat. Nov. 10 at 9:00
am at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall. Donation to
food bank and animal shelter.
The Town of Georgina is hosting budget
chats at the Sutton Library on Sat. Nov. 10
at 1:00 pm and at the Pefferlaw Library on
Sun. Nov. 18 at 1:00 pm.
On Nov. 12 the Georgina-Brock Garden
Club will host its annual Photographic
Competition at 7:30 pm at the Wilfrid Hall.
South Lake Simcoe Naturalists invite you to
their Annual Autumn Event at Egypt Hall
at 7:30 pm on Nov. 13.
There is still time to register for the Keswick
Optimist Club Toy and Gift Drive. Register
at the Food Pantry on Thursdays Nov. 15
and 22 from 5:00 to 8:00 pm or Fridays Nov
16 and 23 from 9:00 am to noon.
Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw invites you
to participate in the live outdoor nativity
pageant known as the Walk to Bethlehem
on Fri. Nov. 16 at 6:30 pm and Sat. Nov. 17
at 6:00 pm. It is all free and wonderfully
done.
Don’t miss the Keswick Santa Claus parade at 1:30 pm on Sat. Nov. 17. Starts at
Biscayne. Always a great time for everyone.

Club 55 in Keswick is hosting a Rod Stewart Tribute Dinner Show on Sat. Nov. 17.
Dinner at 7:00 and show follows. $20 for
members—$25 for non-members. .

ganza begins in Jackson’s Point at 5:00 pm
and will travel down Dalton Rd. and High
St. to the fair grounds.

The Jackson’s Point BIA will host a Tree
Attend the Painters’ Circle at the Pefferlaw and Menorah Lighting ceremony at the
parkette at 6:30 pm on Sat. Dec. 1.
Library on Sun. Nov. 18 from 2:00 to 4:00
pm. $10 all materials supplied.
Take in the Georgina All Star Christmas
The Festival of Lights and Old Fashioned Concert at the Stephen Leacock Centre on
Sat. Dec. 1 at 8:00 pm. Tickets $15. Great
Christmas celebrations will take place at
local line-up. Tickets at Tix Hub.
the Georgina Pioneer Village on Sat. Nov.
24 from 5:15 to 8:00 pm.
A Christmas Craft Workshop will be held
The Uptown Keswick BIA will host its An- at Trinity United Church in Cannington on
Sat. Dec. 1 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.
nual Tree Lighting on Sat. Nov. 24 from
5:30 to 9:00 pm.
The Pefferlaw Lions will host their free AnSign up for the Routes trip to Blue Mountain nual Children’s Christmas Party on Sun.
Christmas Gift Show. Call (905) 722-4616. Dec. 2 from noon until 3:00 pm. Games,
refreshments and loads of fun. Santa and
Have Breakfast with Santa at the Udora
Mrs. Claus will be there, too, with gifts for
Hall on Sun. Nov. 25 from 9:00 am to 11:30.
everyone.
Adults $5, children free. To register your
child call Dave (705) 228-8589.
Ring in the Season with the Encore Chorus
of York Region on Sun. Dec. 2 at 2:30 pm at
The Forrest & Taylor Funeral Home will
Sharon Hope United Church on Leslie St.
host its Annual Christmas Memorial SerTickets $18. Call (905) 722-6535.
vice on Mon. Nov. 26 at 7:30 m. Refreshments and fellowship follow.
The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers
will host their Annual Tree Lighting celeOld Saint Nicholas will make his annual
bration at Cedardale Church on Sun. Dec. 2
appearance at the Sutton Santa Claus paat 6:00 pm. (Note: Due to construction of the
rade on Sat. Dec. 1. This lighting extravafire hall the venue has been changed.)

