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For the first time ever, cottage owners on 
Georgina Island, Fox Island and Snake 
Island will be required to pay municipal 
taxes to the Chippewas of Georgina Island 
First Nations (CGIFN). However, accord-
ing to many owners who lease the land 
from either the band or individual CGIFN 
members, assessment notices provided by 
MPAC do not reflect an accurate assess-
ment of the value of the structures they 
have built on their leased properties.  
At a meeting at the Georgina Island Com-
munity Centre well over 200 leaseholders 
attended an information session on Satur-
day, September 15 when they learned of 
the potential impact of the new municipal 
taxation scheme.  
At issue is the evaluation criteria used by 
MPAC, the absence of an official voice  
for taxpayers and a process to ensure ac-
countability and transparency. As a result, 
affected taxpayers have formed a Georgina 
Island Cottagers’ Association. A group 
representing Snake and Fox Island lease-
holders was previously formed.  
Rick May, President of the newly formed 
Georgina Island association and a Geor-
gina real estate agent says the leaseholders 
don’t object to paying taxes to support 
services on the island. However, they are 
taking issue with assessments which he 
believes are higher than they should be.  
“No one that went to this meeting would 
object to a municipal tax if it was done 

fairly, openly and above board,” Mr. May 
said.  
Mr. May said MPAC did not evaluate the 
homes based upon market value assess-
ments available on the island—an assess-
ment tool that is used to evaluate proper-
ties across Ontario. Instead, he says the 
evaluations were based upon the property 
being held in title as ‘fee simple’.  
“Normally MPAC appraisals are 10 to 15 
per cent lower than what you would get 
your house appraised at for sale. But when 
the appraisals started to come in here, they 
came in on average about $100,000 higher 
than anywhere,” Mr. May said.   
Simply put, he said land held in fee simple 
is the highest level of land ownership any-
one can have. However, since the land is 
not owned by the cottage owner, he be-
lieves MPAC should not be evaluating the 
structures using off-reserve comparisons 
which are based on land ownership.  
“Consequently, almost all of the appraisals 
are well over what the market value truly 
is,” he said.  
Mr. Paul Campbell, the Director of Valua-
tion and Customer Relations for MPAC 
said his organization was contracted by the 
CGIFN to conduct the evaluations for Fox, 
Snake and Georgina Islands—a total of 
460 properties.  
On Georgina Island, 187 properties were 
evaluated and according to Mr. Campbell, 
he was required to include ‘fee simple’ 

ownership comparisons as one of the crite-
ria because it is part of the regulations set 
out in the Act for taxation evaluations.  
“Our guidance in terms of the work we 
executed is identified in the laws to enable 
this exercise. So they provided a definition 
of what assessed value means which in-
cludes direction to use off-reserve sales, he 
said. “So MPAC doesn’t really have lati-
tude. We completed the assignment consis-
tent with the laws of First Nations.”  
In the overhead presentation provided at 
the September 15 meeting, CGIFN repre-
sentatives demonstrated an annual munici-
pal tax budget of $300,000 for the next two 
years to provide services such as roads, 
fire, 911 responses by police, animal con-
trol services and garbage pick-up.  
Preliminary calculations provided to the 
audience suggested non-native residents 
with assessments of $325,000 would re-
ceive a tax bill of $1,500.00. For property 
assessments of $155,000 or less, a mini-
mum tax of $750 would be levied.  
Kate McCue, in charge of implementing 
the First Nation Property Tax undertaking, 
said the cost of delivering services to the 
leaseholders is much higher than $600,000 
a year. However, taxes will be calculated 
using $300,000 to allow for a two year  
transition period. In the third year, taxes 
will be calculated based on a pro-rated 
expense of $450,000 and $600,000 will be  
Continued on page 6... 
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OK, so here is the thing about 
the MURC…the Multi Use Rec-
reational Complex in Keswick…
that you need to understand. It is 
going to get built. And, here is 
why.  
Every five years, the Town of 
Georgina conducts a Develop-
ment Charges Background 
Study. This document identifies 
new capital projects that will be 
required to service new growth 
and calculates that knowledge to 
determine how much money 
developers should pay each time 
they want to build a new house.  
From the Development Charges 
Background Study comes a De-
velopment Charges By-Law. 
This document ratifies the devel-
opment charges which develop-
ers will have to pay to the Town 
for the next five years—again all 
based on the projects listed and 
approved in the study.  
And so, in 2016 when the Town 
of Georgina completed their 
Development Charges Back-
ground Study, the MURC, along 
with a list of other new growth-
related assets, was listed as a 
new capital project that was 
needed to address the increase in 
population. And since then, the 
Town has been collecting devel-
opment charges from the devel-
opers to help pay for that list of 
new assets.  
Suffice it to say, if the Town 
didn’t build the MURC, devel-
opers could demand a return of 
the millions of dollars they have 
already paid the Town.   
And that, just won’t happen.  
Even if the entire population of 
the Town of Georgina descended 
upon the steps of the Civic Cen-
tre with placards protesting the 
construction of the MURC, it 
wouldn’t stop the project. Your 
opportunity to prevent it or at 
least voice an opinion on it, was 
way back in 2016 when it was 
first proposed within the Devel-
opment Charges Background 
Study and during public meet-
ings when the Development 
Charges By-law was presented 
for council approval.  
The provisions surrounding de-
velopment charges comes from 

the Development Charges Act, a 
provincial regulation. It decrees 
that development charges will 
not pay the entire bill associated 
with a new capital asset because 
there will be some benefit to 
existing residents. So, in the case 
of the MURC, taxpayers will 
need to pick up 10 per cent of 
the construction costs and 100 
per cent of the operational costs 
going forward.  
As far as the new Civic Centre is 
concerned, taxpayers are re-
quired to pay 100 per cent of the 
costs because this project is not 
considered a growth-related as-
set and cannot be included in a 
Development Charges Back-
ground Study or the By-Law. 
You still have some say in this 
project.  
To get an idea of what other new 
growth-related projects are 
planned, take a look at the article 
on page 3. And, you may want to 
be prepared with your comments 
when the next Development 
Charges Background Study is 
completed in 2021.  
Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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Editor’s Note: 
Below are ex-
cerpts from the 
2016 Develop-
ment Charges 
Background 
Study... 
• The gross 
cost of the 
Town’s devel-
opment-related 
capital forecast for general ser-
vices amounts to $63.14 million 
and provides for a wide range of 
infrastructure expansions. Of 
the $63.14 million, approxi-
mately $25.94 million has been 
identified as eligible for recov-
ery through development 
charges over the 2016-2025 
planning period.  
• It is estimated that net operat-
ing costs will increase by about 
$9.74 million by the year 2025 
as the facilities and infrastruc-
ture included in the capital fore-
cast are operated and main-
tained.  
• The program includes the con-
struction of a new recreation 
facility, the Multi-Use Recrea-
tion Centre (MURC), a share of 
The Link community hub reno-
vations, as well as a provision 
for additional development re-
lated parkland and park ameni-
ties projects throughout the ten-
year planning period.  
• The Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices capital program..provides 
for the construction of new fire 
halls, associated vehicle and 
equipment acquisitions, as well 
as bunker gear for 20 additional 
firefighters.  

• The next largest part of the 
general services forecast is the 
Library Services capital pro-
gram. The program totals $3.50 
million, or five per cent, and 
provides for the construction of 
new library space in the Town, 
which will be located in the new 
MURC. Also included in the 
forecast are additional collec-
tion materials to service the 
population of Georgina as it 
grows.  
• The capital program associ-
ated with Operations amounts to 
$2.97 million, or five per cent, 
and includes additional bays, 
hoists, fleet vehicles associated 
with roads, water and wastewa-
ter servicing, as well as the re-
covery of a negative DC reserve 
fund balance.  
•The remainder of the capital 
forecast totals $550,000 and 
accounts for almost one per cent 
of the total program for general 
services. The general govern-
ment program includes various 
development-related studies, 
including an update to the Li-
brary Master Plan, planning and 
development studies, and two 
future development charges 
studies. 

Understanding the cost of growth 
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

We are sending out Happy 
Birthday greetings from the 
family of Norah Sedore who 
will turn 98 on September 30. 
Cheers, Norah.  
 

We want to send a shout out 
to the June 2018 Kindergar-
ten class in Room 109 at 
Morning Glory Public 
School. The class sent a letter 
with their concerns over the 
safety of small animals en-
dangered by the traffic on 
Hwy. 48. The letter made its 
way to the Ministry of Trans-
portation and on September 4, 
they received a response from 
Minister John Yakabuski.  
The Minister advised the stu-
dents that an investigation 
would be conducted by its 
Environmental Section and 
“if it is determined that there 
are any species at risk along 
Highway 48 in the area sur-
rounding Morning Glory Pub-
lic School, we will look at the 
most appropriate options to 

improve protection of wild-
life.”  
The letter concluded by say-
ing, “It was a pleasure to hear 
from the students at Morning 
Glory Public School who care 
about the environment and 
are actively involved in keep-
ing local wildlife safe.”  
Congratulations to all!  
 

District #3 investigators from 
York Regional Police are still 
seeking the public’s help to 
solve a shooting incident 
which resulted in a male vic-
tim from Toronto being trans-
ferred with life-threatening 
injuries from a gun shot 
wound to a Toronto hospital. 
Witnesses in the area of 
Metro Rd. and Spring Rd. in 
Keswick reported seeing five 
to six possible suspects get-
ting into a silver-coloured 
vehicle which fled the scene 
around midnight on Sept. 17. 
Call 1-866-876-5423 Ext. 
7341 with any information.  
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West Park re-design on the way plus 
design for new Sutton Park  

Town council agreed to spend 
$446,791 to re-design West 
Park with the objective of im-
proving drainage, reconstruct-
ing all amenities and adding 
new ones.  
The contract was awarded to 
Cosburn Giberson Landscape 
Architects who will also be 
paid $110,516 to design a new 
community park for Sutton 
which will be located in the 
Lakeside Meadows subdivi-
sion (a.k.a. Christina Homes/
Ballymore subdivision) north 
of Baseline Rd.  
Although all council members 
approved the expenditure for 
the new Sutton Park, both 
Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo 
and Ward 5 Councillor Dave 
Harding voted against the con-
tract for the West Park re-
design.  
The West Park design project  
is the first step in a $7 to $8 
million rebuild plan which will 
includes a multi-use court, 

basketball court, splash pad, a 
playground, a paved and 
lighted parking lot, four Grade 
A baseball diamonds plus a 
grading and drainage plan.  
Mr. Sebo said he was not op-
posed to making improvements 
to the West Park facility but 
instead, prefers a more moder-
ate approach opposed to the $7 
to $8 million rebuild that is 
being planned.  
According to a report before 
council on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19, the Lakeside Mead-
ows subdivision in Sutton has 
reached a 50 per cent build-out 
which triggers the timing to 
build a new community park.  
The new Sutton park is ex-
pected to cost $1.5 million and 
the scope of the design con-
tract will produce a list of 
amenities to be included.  
Stakeholder and public consul-
tation will be conducted by the 
consultants for both design 
projects.  

Artistic concept design of new West Park rebuild. (2017) 
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Georgina Island embarks on  
municipal taxation for leaseholders 

 

Continued from page 1.  
used the following year.  
“We are the first First Nation in 
Canada to offer a transition 
period,” said Ms. McCue. “The 
other 160 First Nations that 
have done this have gone 
straight to the full rate.”  
Ms. McCue said the require-
ment to evaluate the leaseholder 
properties based on ‘fee simple’ 
ownership is built into the First 
Nations Fiscal Management 
Act which was passed in 2005. 
And, there is an opportunity to 
have the assessments reconsid-
ered and appealed.  
She said the First Nations Tax 
Commission, which was set up 
as a requirement of the Act, is 
comprised of both First Nation 
members and taxpayers and is 
designed to address the 
“representation issue” for lease-
holders. As a result, she said, 
this adds another layer of trans-
parency and accountability.   

“We have additional regulators 
and oversight to make sure we 
follow the rules,” Ms. McCue 
said adding, increases year over 
year once the transition period 
is completed, must be in line 
with the national inflation rate 
or that of a neighbouring mu-
nicipality, which in this case is 
Georgina.  
A meeting on Georgina Island 
on Friday, September 21 pro-
vided an opportunity for all 
three island leaseholders to 
learn more about a proposed 
Advisory Council and provide 
input on desired communica-
tions protocols.  
The Advisory Council, with 
taxpayer representatives from 
Georgina, Fox and Snake Is-
lands will be able to review and 
provide feedback on budgets, 
expenditures and tax rates. The 
first meeting will be held on 
October 15.  
  



The Town of Georgina has 
awarded a contract to Colliers 
Project Leaders in the amount 
of $48,000 to generate an engi-
neering plan for the Mossing-
ton Wharf area.  
According to a verbal report to 
council on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19, Colliers will pro-
duce a report which will iden-
tify the capital, operation and 
maintenance planning for the 
Black River channel, the wharf 
and all respective assets.  
Small Craft Harbours turned 
the Mossington Wharf prop-
erty over to the Town of Geor-
gina earlier this year and since 
then area residents have been 
wondering what the future 
holds for this lakefront prop-
erty.  
As part of the transfer agree-
ment, the Town received a 
cheque for $770,000 to help 
pay for future rehabilitation 

work and dredging the mouth 
of the Black River.  
Council was told the details of 
the engineering planning re-
port would address immediate 
and long term benefit analysis 
for the entire site and plans for 
the wharf rehabilitation. The 
planning document will also 
consider construction feasibil-
ity, risk management, dredging 
operations and accessibility to 
the site.  
Mossington Wharf is located 
at the mouth of the Black 
River at the Blue Bridge on 
Hedge Road and at one time, 
was a popular tourist destina-
tion.  But due to its degraded 
state of repair it has been 
closed for years.  
The work will begin with a 
project plan which includes  
stakeholder and public meet-
ings.  
 

Contract awarded to produce  
planning document for Mossington 
Wharf 
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Georgina Health Council advocates for health services for Georgina residents 

Whether it’s supporting local health care 
initiatives or advocating for care and 
health services, the Georgina Community 
Health Care Council (GCHCC) remains 
committed to supporting a healthy commu-
nity and ensuring Georgina residents have 
access to quality health services.  
 “We are a voice for Georgina residents,” 
says Jim Beechey, Chair of the GCHCC. 
“We are dedicated volunteers who advo-
cate for residents’ health care needs and 
support health care initiatives to improve 
access to health services in Georgina.”  
The GCHCC is a non-profit, self-financed, 
volunteer organization dedicated to build-
ing strategic partnerships with local health 
care professionals and groups as well as 
facilitating opportunities to improve popu-
lation health and health outcomes in the 
town of Georgina.   
The GCHCC are stewards of the property 
located at 21071 Dalton Road, currently 
known as the Georgina Nurse Practitioner 
Led Clinic and formerly known as the Bur-
rows Clinic. Unfortunately, a fire at the 
property in January 2018 saw the reloca-
tion of the Georgina Nurse Practitioner 

Led Clinic to High Street in Sutton. The 
GCHCC is currently looking at options for 
the condemned building which include the 
rebuild of the property.   
Through profits gained from the rental 
revenue, the GCHCC have established a 
grant program. The program aims to sup-
port local, incorporated, not-for-profit or-
ganizations seeking funding for projects 
that focus on health or wellness support 
and whose primary care service is within 
the town of Georgina serving local resi-
dents.   
 Last year, the GCHCC provided a $50,000 
donation to Hospice Georgina to assist in 
the renovation of new space at The Link in 
Sutton. By helping facilitate Hospice’s 
relocation, it provided them with access to 
common spaces, facilities and other ten-
ants to accommodate their programming 
needs, training and community outreach. 
In turn, it provided clients of Hospice eas-
ier access to services through The Link’s 
fully accessible spaces.  
 The GCHCC monitors the availability of 
health care services within Georgina and 
works with key stakeholders to build 

awareness of the needs of residents while 
advocating for opportunities to enhance 
access to local care and health resources. 
The Committee maintains contact with the 
health care community through local 
health care professionals, Southlake Re-
gional Health Centre and the Central On-
tario Local Health Integration Network 
(LHIN).  
 On behalf of Georgina residents, the 
GCHCC is directed to:   
• Promote, support and participate in the 
recruitment of physicians and other health 
care providers in the Town of Georgina;  
• Conduct health and wellness services 
environmental scans as needed to help 
guide the GCHCC’s efforts related to ac-
cess;  
• Support the Georgina Nurse Practitioner 
Led Clinic;  
• Establish sub-committees to coordinate 
GCHCC activities such as research, mar-
keting efforts, liaison activities, workshops 
and events as required; and  
•Provide an annual update on Council ini-
tiatives to Georgina Town Council.   
Continued on page 9... 



Sharing the Caring in Action!   
Written and offered for publication by 
Marie Morton, Executive Director for 
Hospice Georgina.  
Hospice Georgina is fortunate to have 
such great support from the community in 
so many ways. I would like to highlight 
one great example.  
The residents of Sutton by the Lake, an 
adult housing community, have banded 
together in a fantastic fundraising initia-
tive to benefit Hospice Georgina.  
Organizer Elva Noddle explains it best.  
“Hospice Georgina is a favourite charity 
of several of us here at Sutton by the 
Lake. Every year we have a group of us 
that do the Hike for Hospice.” 
So when it came to Elva’s attention that 
some of the residents in their little com-
munity simply threw away their empty 
alcohol and beer containers, it sparked an 
idea.  
Elva spread the word among her friends 
and neighbours that instead of all that ma-
terial going into the trash or recycling, she 
would happily collect all those containers 
and “turn them into cash.”  
She let it be known that her fellow Sutton 
by the Lake residents could drop off bot-

tles and cans at her house in the purpose-
made drop off box on the side of her 
house.  
She even went as far as volunteering to 
pick up bottles and cans from willing do-
nors.  
In the flyers she distributed in the commu-
nity she noted, “I will personally be re-
sponsible for returning them and keeping 
track of what we have collected and it will 
be donated to Hospice Georgina once a 
year at Hike for Hospice and will be on 
behalf of all Sutton by the Lake resi-
dents.”  
Between Elva’s resolve and the generosity 
of the Sutton by the Lake Community, the 
initiative has already been a resounding 
success and over $1,000 has already been 
collected. Elva will be continuing this 
fundraising drive until the end of the year.  
When the community fundraises on behalf 
of Hospice Georgina and donates to sup-
port our mission, our staff and volunteers 
can spend more time helping our clients 
and less time fundraising.  
Truly, this is Sharing the Caring in action!  
Thank you, Elva and thank you Sutton by 
the Lake.  

Continued from page 8.  
Georgina Town Council supports the 
GCHCC by having one active Council-
lor on the GCHCC. The current Board of 
Directors includes Jim Beechey, Chair, 
Jim McMullan, Vice Chair, Cynthia 
Christie, Director and Treasurer, Lynn 
Tkac, Director, Maria Evans, Director, 
Sandy Young, Director, Elizabeth 
Hodge, Director and Dave Neeson, Di-
rector.   
Funds to support the Council’s initia-
tives are generated through grants and 
individual donations. Help support the 
GCHCC’s mission to ensure residents 
have access to quality health services by 
making a monetary donation today. 
Charitable receipts are available. For 
more information, email gchccoun-
cil@gmail.com.    
The Committee recently launched a new 
Facebook page to share health and well-
ness news, inform residents of available 
health services, support Georgina’s 
health care community and provide up-
dates on the Council’s initiatives. Learn 
more about the GCHCC by liking 
‘Georgina Health’ on Facebook.   

Georgina Health Council  
 9 



Ward 1 and Ward 4 candidates weigh-in on Georgina Post election questionnaire 

Q. In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you rec-
ommend to address this issue? 
A: Change is the number one issue facing 
Georgina. We must continue to engage in 
meaningful community dialogue in order to 
foster understanding, acceptance, and recog-
nize the collective potential we have to encour-
age the community feeling of Georgina.  
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi Use 
Recreation Complex (MURC) being planned 
for a south Keswick location on Woodbine 
Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: I am the only Ward 1 candidate who is in 
100% in favor of the MURC model. MURC’s 
have proven economic benefits; they contribute 
to the wellbeing of the community by increas-
ing social, health and safely outcomes, and 
they are operationally efficient by adding mod-
ern approaches to business partnerships. The 
current Development Charge levy will offset 
building costs up to 90%, our current aging 
facilitates are nearing capacity, and it’s Coun-
cil’s duty to foster community and recreation, 
making the MURC a responsible plan.  

Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to build a 
new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why?  
A: The Civic Centre is struggling to keep up to 
today’s workplace standards and growing 
needs. Built 60 years ago, the building has sur-
passed its ability to be environmentally effi-
cient or cost effective, coupled with the re-
quired compliance to Ontario’s accessibility 
standards, health and safety, operational risks, 
projected growth, and the comparison of retro-
fit versus new build—a new building is the 
way forward. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address the 
illegal parking and other issues caused by 
overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: A Waterfront Parkland Strategy is required 
to identify opportunities for improving existing 
municipal beach assets and enhancing public 
access to guide future decisions. In that proc-
ess, through public consultation, user groups, 
staff and Council will have the opportunity to 
collaborate on solutions and resolve to move 
forward with a cohesive action plan.  
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s plans to 
build the Upper York Sewage Solution to ser-
vice growth in Aurora, Newmarket and East 
Gwillimbury? Yes or No. Why?  
A: I fully support environmental stewardship 
and protection. While there is always a concern 
when new treatment plants are proposed, this is 
real for all members of our community, in that 
there is currently “a risk to public health and 

the environment in the event of a sewage spill 
or surcharge in local collection systems due to 
either a sewer break or high-flow condi-
tions”—a solution is needed as York Region 
continues to grow. 
 Q: It order to provide relief to the residential 
tax base and create good paying jobs, it is im-
portant to attract new business to Georgina. 
What plans do you have to ensure Georgina 
gets its fair share of the ICI (Industrial, Com-
mercial and Institutional) tax base?  
A: Council has recently approved Keswick 
Business Park earth works! I fully supported 
this step and the strategic goals that have led us 
here. The business parkland is privately owned 
and our relationship with the owners has been 
key to the current success. Council has ac-
tioned bringing the land to the marketplace, 
which the Investment Attraction Strategy di-
rected.  
Q: The Canadian government has decreed that 
high speed internet service is an essential basic 
service and our rural residents say council 
needs to ensure all of their constituents have 
access. Will you promise to bring high speed 
internet to these constituents before the end of 
2020?  
A: While I believe this is a very pertinent issue, 
Question 7, falls under a declared Conflict of 
Pecuniary Interest as Councillor. Please under-
stand my responsibility to uphold the ethics of 
Council. 

Q: In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you rec-
ommend to address this issue? 
A: By far, the number one concern I hear from 
folks at the doors is public safety, whether it 
be speeding through our neighbourhoods, car 
break-ins or the perception of safety in our 
parks/trails.  I will work with YRP and local 
organizations to develop and implement 
strategies to reduce these concerns through 
traffic calming measures, neighbourhood 
watch programs and improved designs in our 
parks. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi Use 
Recreation Complex (MURC) being planned 
for a south Keswick location on Woodbine 
Avenue? Yes or No. Why? 
A: No, because East Gwillimbury is building 
a similar facility close to the proposed MURC 
location and both facilities will be competing 
for the same user base. Instead of ‘white ele-
phant’ projects taxpayers can’t afford, I pro-
pose improving the health and economic well-
being of our community by supporting fiscally 
responsible projects, such as building a new 

south Keswick fire hall while expanding our 
parks/beaches.  
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to build a 
new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why? 
A: The current building has significant issues 
with accessibility, inefficient energy use, and 
asbestos/mould. Out of respect for taxpayers’ 
dollars, we should be looking at possible up-
grades first and then, if necessary, explore 
building new facilities that will be cost neutral 
or a benefit to the tax base.  
Q: What solutions do you have to address the 
illegal parking and other issues caused by 
overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: To address the issues of illegal parking and 
overcrowding, I’d recommend extending 
beaches while expanding parking facilities 
around them. This could include lots that are 
resident only as well as separate pay and dis-
play lots for tourists which will help drive the 
local economy while improving accessibility 
to our beautiful surroundings.  
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s plans 
to build the Upper York Sewage Solution to 
service growth in Aurora, Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. Why? 
A: This project includes modifications to the 
Durham line to handle Aurora/Newmarket, a 
phosphorus offsetting program to help heal 
Lake Simcoe, and the most advanced waste-
water treatment technology in Canada which 
will result in cleaner water than what is cur-
rently in the East Holland River.  Add on to 
this the decommissioning of the Holland 

Landing Lagoons… I’m definitely in favour 
of this, and I question why anyone wouldn’t 
be. 
Q: In order to provide relief to the residential 
tax base and create good paying jobs, it is 
important to attract new business to Geor-
gina. What plans do you have to ensure Geor-
gina gets its fair share of the ICI (Industrial, 
Commercial and Institutional) tax base? 
A: I want to aggressively court businesses to 
locate here while also help our existing busi-
nesses thrive. To ensure Georgina gets its fair 
share of the ICI tax base I would support: 
rehabilitation tax incremental programs, De-
velopment Charge equivalency rebates, park-
ing requirement relief for leading edge com-
panies and parkland dedication adjustments, 
which would attract businesses and help us 
land those anchor tenants. 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an essential 
basic service and our rural residents say 
council needs to ensure all of their constitu-
ents have access. Will you promise to bring 
high speed internet to these constituents be-
fore the end of 2020? 
A: For both residents and businesses this has 
become a need, and I openly support the York 
Region Broadband Strategy which has the 
goal of expanding high speed internet access 
throughout the area.  A completion in 2020 is 
far too aggressive for a project of this scale 
though, but I will promise to support its cur-
rent timetable. 

Mike  
Waddington 
 
Candidate  
For Ward 1 

Charlene 
Biggerstaff 
Candidate  
For Ward 1 



Q.  In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you 
recommend to address this issue? 
A: In my opinion the number one issue 
facing Georgina is high taxes. I would rec-
ommend a careful examination of expendi-
tures.  Look towards trying to increase the 
ICI tax base. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: Yes, I am in favour of The MURC. I 
would be cautious of accepting the pro-

jected development charges. I do not want 
to see it turn into another ROC. 
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to 
build a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. 
Why?  
A: I do not support the town's plan to build 
a new civic center at this time.  I feel there 
are better projects to spend our money on 
right now. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues caused 
by overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: The solutions that I purpose are more 
aggressive parking enforcement and to 
provide free shuttle service from the ROC 
to the beach. Explore the possibility of 
charging for weekend beach use such as 
other jurisdictions already do. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s 
plans to build the Upper York Sewage So-
lution to service growth in Aurora, New-
market and East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. 
Why?  

A: No, I am not in favour of receiving 
treated waste water into Lake Simcoe from 
other jurisdictions when we have the South 
East collector trunk sewer.  
 Q: It order to provide relief to the residen-
tial tax base and create good paying jobs, 
it is important to attract new business to 
Georgina. What plans do you have to en-
sure Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) 
tax base?  
A: My plan is to be more active in promot-
ing the town & look to offer more incen-
tives. 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an es-
sential basic service and our rural resi-
dents say council needs to ensure all of 
their constituents have access. Will you 
promise to bring high speed internet to 
these constituents before the end of 2020?  
A: I can certainly speak to Bell or Rogers 
to encourage them to expand high speed 
internet to our rural areas.  

Glenn 
Wittenberg 
 
Candidate  
For Ward 1 

Q: In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you 
recommend to address this issue? 
A: I am hearing numerous issues at the 
door in Ward 4, but Taxes and Value for 
Money would be a common theme impact-
ing all residents. We must carefully moni-
tor all spending. Town to be more account-
able to ensure money is being spent to 
improve the infrastructure and benefiting 
resident lifestyle in Georgina.  
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: Yes, if thorough research is completed 
first to show how many people would ac-
tually use it.  My understanding is the 
Town is already predicting a new MURC 
would lose $600,000 per year that taxpay-
ers would have to cover.  Most people do 
not feel we need another library so close to 
an existing one. The YMCA isan expert 
and could be a great partner. That sort of 
partnership must be given serious consid-
eration before we go it alone. 
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to 

build a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. 
Why?  
A: Yes. Consultants have indicated that a 
new Civic Centre would be best for staff 
and public health and accessibility rea-
sons. I would look for the best possible 
experienced contractors to deliver on time 
and on budget, with stiff penalties for non-
delivery.  
 Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues caused 
by overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: This is a piece of a larger issue; we 
need to develop a town wide lake access 
plan. Regarding Georgina beaches and 
parking, some ideas; create drop off loca-
tions (Civic Centre / Clear Water Farm 
parking lots) then consider bussing for a 
fee from remote parking lots; stiffer penal-
ties for illegally parked vehicles in sur-
round residential streets; consider Tow 
zones.  
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s 
plans to build the Upper York Sewage So-
lution to service growth in Aurora, New-
market and East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. 
Why? 
A: No. Not until the full environmental 
impact is understood and the true facts are 
revealed about dumping pharmaceuticals 
and the damage it is doing to Lake Simcoe, 
it must not go forward. Does Lake Simcoe 
have the capacity for more effluent, how 
will this impact future generations?  

Q: In order to provide relief to the resi-
dential tax base and create good paying 
jobs,  
it is important to attract new business to 
Georgina. What plans do you have to en-
sure Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) 
tax base? 
A: We need to engage the services of ex-
perts with a competitive budget to compete 
with other York Region cities. Make Geor-
gina attractive and friendly for new busi-
ness, consider attracting education institu-
tions ( compliments GTTI), provide incen-
tives, streamlined process, have staff re-
search other towns on how they attract ICI, 
be creative, we are open for business. 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an es-
sential basic service and our rural resi-
dents say council needs to ensure all of 
their constituents have access. Will you 
promise to bring high speed internet to 
these constituents before the end of 2020? 
I would like to promise, however my un-
derstanding is none of the applications 
from York Region towns and cities were 
accepted within the recent Federal grant 
program. Lack of high speed service has a 
significant negative impact on house 
prices; an expert task force is needed im-
mediately to guarantee service to every 
resident across the region. I would contact 
current rural providers (ie. Rogers, Bell, 
Xplornet) to understand what plans they 
have to service residents. 

Wayne 
Phillips 
 
Candidate  
For Ward 4 
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 Q. In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you rec-
ommend to address this issue? 
A: In my opinion the number one issue facing 
Georgina is where the tax dollars are being 
allocated to.  Residents are concerns with the 
proposed allocation of funds for  the big 
ticket items;  the MURC, New Civic Centre, 
Jacksons Point Development and Mossington 
Wharf and I stand with them.  My recommen-
dation would be to review the Official Plan's 
policy , review all potential projects to ensure 
the vision is represented and to ensure input 
from residents is taken into account as they 
are crucial in achieving our desired goals. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: Yes, I'm in favour but not at this time. I 
know change is evident, however  we need to 
improve upon the current concerns we are 
facing.  Our facilities are not running at full 
potential which leads to losses.  We need to 
come up with a plan to fix what we have be-
fore we take more on. 
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to build 
a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why?  

A: Yes, I am in support of a new Civic Centre 
however again timing is everything and I 
don't believe we are in a position to put any-
more burden on the tax payers.  We need to 
improve the tax base and attract more busi-
nesses before developing such a high price 
facility. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address the 
illegal parking and other issues caused by 
overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
 A: The solution I have to address the over-
crowded beaches, parking, garbage and other 
issues is lay-out. The Town should review the 
current parking lot lay-out, should increase 
number of spots and a portion should be allo-
cated for residential parking only. Have one 
common area for 3 stream waste, increase 
numbers of receptacles. to capture the 
waste.  Finally, to acquire land to use as a 
municipal parking lot within walking distance  
to these points of interest. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s plans 
to build the Upper York Sewage Solution to 
service growth in Aurora, Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. Why?  
A: No. I strongly object to idea of the Upper 
York Sewage Solution.   The current York -
Durham sewage system was designed to 
make sure Dufferin Creek's multi-billion dol-
lar facility could accommodate the projected 
growth from Aurora, Newmarket and East 
Gwillimbury as well as for Markham, Rich-
mond Hill and Vaughan. Again let's work 
with the existing infrastructure.  

 Q: It order to provide relief to the residential 
tax base and create good paying jobs, it is 
important to attract new business to Geor-
gina. What plans do you have to ensure 
Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) tax 
base?  
A: The Official Plan was introduced as  the 
framework for which each Municipal should 
be following to ensure a sustainable commu-
nity. The plan is clearly written, a community 
where you can LIVE, WORK and 
PLAY.  Therefore, my plan is to work closer 
with existing BIA's as their input is extremely 
valuable. As well as work closely with the 
Economic Development dept and other levels 
of government to ensure Georgina is obtain-
ing the best financial assistance to at-
tract  IC&I.   
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an essen-
tial basic service and our rural residents say 
council needs to ensure all of their constitu-
ents have access. Will you promise to bring 
high speed internet to these constituents be-
fore the end of 2020?  
A: I will advocate on behalf of the rural resi-
dents however making promises to ensure 
this service will be available by 2020 could 
be seen as unrealistic.  At this time, I am not 
prepared to make any promises as it  would 
depend on what accomplishments have been 
made and what setbacks are preventing us 
from moving ahead. 

Greta Zinck 
 
Candidate  
For Ward 4 

Q. In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you rec-
ommend to address this issue? 
A: The number one issue facing Georgina is 
financial integrity, balanced management of 
new development and sustainable growth. 
Significant strides have been made during this 
past term of Council. Heightened financial 
responsibility, more focus on long-term plan-
ning and a clearer vision for the future will be 
important to continued improvements. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi Use 
Recreation Complex (MURC) being planned 
for a south Keswick location on Woodbine 
Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: A new multi-use sports comple  is a pro-
ject whose time has come. With the rising 
costs of just about everything, the longer we 
wait to move forward, however cautiously, 
the more it will cost.  
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to build 
a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why?  
A: A new Civic Centre is needed in order to 
best serve the residents of Georgina now and 

in the future. The town has grown and contin-
ues to. The existing Civic Centre, although it 
has served us well, was never intended to be a 
municipal facility and is reaching the end of 
its serviceable life. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address the 
illegal parking and other issues caused by 
overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: We could provide better signage and 
stricter enforcement, perhaps introduce resi-
dent-only parking and maybe try offering a 
shuttle service to and from the beaches and 
our business areas.  
The only long-term solution is to acquire 
more waterfront and to expand our system of 
parks and beaches. I believe that the Town 
should. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s plans 
to build the Upper York Sewage Solution to 
service growth in Aurora, Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. Why?  
A: . I am definitely not in favour of threaten-
ing the health of our most important natural 
asset, Lake Simcoe. Having said that, the 
Upper York Sewage Solution, if done right, 
with safeguards in place to prevent accidental 
spillage and utilizing leading edge technology 
to clean out even trace amounts of pharma-
ceuticals, personal care products and other 
contaminants, holds promise, in fact, to be 

good for the lake. 
 Q: It order to provide relief to the residential 
tax base and create good paying jobs, it is 
important to attract new business to Geor-
gina. What plans do you have to ensure Geor-
gina gets its fair share of the ICI (Industrial, 
Commercial and Institutional) tax base?  
A: What we have to do is take better stock of 
what we have and then shout it from the roof-
tops, "we are the place to be"! The same sell-
ing points apply for many types of commer-
cial, industrial and institutional operations. 
We can promise a good quality of life for 
employees and we are "close to the city, but 
worlds away"! 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an essential 
basic service and our rural residents say 
council needs to ensure all of their constitu-
ents have access. Will you promise to bring 
high speed internet to these constituents be-
fore the end of 2020?  
A:In terms of our Municipality's role in 
achieving this, my promise would be that we 
will continue to manage, monitor and expand 
services here, work with Regional, Provincial 
and Federal levels of government and. take 
advantage of funding and grant opportunities 
when they become available. We will stay 
"connected" with the future! 

Frank Sebo 
 
Candidate  
For Ward 4 



Q. In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you 
recommend to address this issue? 
A: Transparency and accountability. Deci-
sions are being made and money is being 
spent without a true accounting of the rea-
sons behind it or an explanation of the fu-
ture tax implications to residents. I will see 
that our decisions are explained in plain 
language. I will not make residents wade 
through hundreds of pages of staff and 
consultants’ reports to find answers. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: No. I don’t believe it received appropri-
ate consultation. The Town keeps referring 
to survey results to justify the need for the 
MURC – results the Town’s own consult-
ant admitted were biased, didn’t have a 

large enough sample size, and therefore are 
not statistically valid.  
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to 
build a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. 
Why?  
A: Staff need a safe, healthy and accessible 
workplace. I support it as long as we have 
decisive plans for the old building and we 
are not supporting the upkeep of two build-
ings. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues caused 
by overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: We cannot continue with our current 
reactive approach by expecting enforce-
ment to address problems like this. A mu-
nicipality with 52 kilometers of shoreline 
needs a waterfront strategy. I will bring 
back a waterfront strategy, not remove it 
from the budget as current Council has 
done. I will see that it gets followed up 
with an implementation plan and specific 
deliverables as a priority in the next 
budget.  
 Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s 
plans to build the Upper York Sewage So-
lution to service growth in Aurora, New-
market and East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. 
Why?  

A: No. If the Chippewas of Georgina Is-
land are not on board, neither am I. 
 Q: It order to provide relief to the residen-
tial tax base and create good paying jobs, 
it is important to attract new business to 
Georgina. What plans do you have to en-
sure Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) 
tax base?  
A: I will begin the process of following up 
on the recommendations from the 2016 
Economic Development Strategy and Ac-
tion Plan. I will see that we engage current 
and prospective businesses as well as our 
Chamber of Commerce, BIAs and Eco-
nomic Development staff to understand the 
barriers to settling in Georgina. 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an es-
sential basic service and our rural resi-
dents say council needs to ensure all of 
their constituents have access. Will you 
promise to bring high speed internet to 
these constituents before the end of 2020?  
A: High speed internet service should be 
available to all residents in Georgina. I 
can’t promise to bring it in by a specific 
date (hopefully we can have it sooner!), 
but I can promise to lobby heavily for it.  

Susan Jagminas 
 
Candidate  
For Mayor  

Susan Jagminas is back in the race for Mayor and responds to questionnaire 
13 



Planning service fees going up 
14 

Despite the fact that property 
taxes already pay for the staff 
and overhead expenses associ-
ated with planning services, 
additional fees are common-
place in most municipalities.  
Recently, Georgina hired 
Hemson Consulting to review 
all of the fees charged by the 
planning department and di-
rected them to make recom-
mendations that would bring 
the fees in line with a full cost 
recovery model for each ser-
vice.  
As a result, the majority of  
service fees have been ad-
justed higher (some three 
times higher) and a number of 
other services, previously not 
charged for, have been added.  
For example, the current fee 
to submit a minor variance 
application is $567—this will 
be increased to $1,400 on 
January 1, 2019.  An average 
of 38 minor variance applica-

tions are received annually 
and are one of the most fre-
quent requests made at the 
planning department.  
An Official Plan Amendment 
application will go up to 
$29,500 from $14,475 and a 
major zoning by-law amend-
ment application will cost 
$20,800 up from $11,300.00.  
In a report to council on Sep-
tember 19 when the new ser-
vice fees were adopted, Vel-
vet Ross, the Manager of 
Planning wrote: “The key 
finding of the Hemson Fee 
Review is that the current fee 
structure for processing Plan-
ning Act applications and the 
provision of related services 
only recovers approximately 
32 per cent of the Town’s 
processing costs.” As a result, 
the Town is subsidizing appli-
cations using tax levies and/or 
reserve funds, she said.  
 



15 

Staff request consideration for two new programs during budget discussions 
As the budgeting process at the 
Town of Georgina gets under-
way by staff in time to deliver 
the 2019 budget document to 
council on December 12, two 
Civic Centre departments have 
already put council on notice 
of two programs they hope will 
be considered during budget 
negotiations.  
Karyn Stone, the Manager of 
Economic Development rec-
ommended an annual amount 
of $100,000 be added to her 
budget over the next three 
years as she continues to look 
for ways to attract new busi-
ness to Georgina.  
Working with $100,000 from 
the 2018 budget, Ms. Stone 
unveiled a Industrial/
Commercial/Institutional (ICI) 
Rebate Program to be effective 
immediately. The incentive 
program will offer rebates to 
ICI business investors who 
have the potential to create five 
full time jobs and occupy 
1,500 sq. ft. of new ICI floor 
space. The rebate can be ap-
plied to various planning appli-
cation fees and can discount 
fees by 50 per cent up to a 

maximum $10,000.00. 
From the Recreation Depart-
ment, Patti White described the 
details of a new Corporate 
Sponsorship Strategy and 
asked council to consider ap-
proving a $100,000 budget to 
roll the program out in 2019.  
According to Ms. White the 
strategy will focus on obtain-
ing corporate sponsors who see 
commercial benefits in pur-
chasing  the naming rights to 
municipal assets. The fact that 
Georgina is moving ahead with 
the Multi-Use Recreational 
Complex (MURC) and has a 
large inventory of recreational 
assets already, makes the tim-
ing ideal to move forward with 
the new sponsorship program, 
she said adding, revenues gen-
erated from the program would  
be recoverable and assigned to 
the $100,000 budget expendi-
ture.   
“It has become evident to staff 
through the research phase of 
this process that the Town re-
quires third party expertise to 
establish, execute and ulti-
mately sustain an effective 
corporate sponsorship strat-

egy,” she told council.  
Council agreed to discuss both 

proposals further during budget 
negotiations.  
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Resident upset by cancellations 
Georgina resident Suzanne Cot-
ton is asking some tough ques-
tions about the Town’s recrea-
tional programming protocols.  
She says she cannot figure out 
why the Town promotes a rec-
reational program and then can-
cels the event due to a lack of 
instructors.  
“When planning a program they 
should have everything all to-
gether before they offer it,” Ms. 
Cotton said.  
Twice she has had her nine-
year old granddaughter signed 
up to a Hip Hop program only 
to have it cancelled within one 
or two days of the start date.  
Last fall, she said, they can-
celled a Youth Yoga class for 
the same reason.  
“The kids get excited about 
going and when you tell them 
they can’t go, they get all up-
set,” she said. “The Town 
might think it is just a little 
thing but it is a big thing to kids 
when they are so happy about 

going to something.”  
She is also curious to know 
why students taking swim les-
sons must register for the next 
session before the session they 
are in is completed.  
“What is with the swimming 
lessons ending after you have to 
register for next set of lessons 
so you are not sure what level 
class to sign-up for,” she asked.  
An email from the Town’s rec-
reation department suggested 
Ms. Cotton stay in touch with 
the swim instructors to find out 
how the student is progressing.   
“Staff encourage parents to 
speak with the child’s instructor 
for progress updates and guid-
ance on next level registration,” 
the email states.  
But that didn’t work either be-
cause Ms. Cotton’s grand-
daughter ended up being regis-
tered in a class two levels be-
low where she should have 
been. “Lucky for us there was 
space,” she said.  
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Top Right Photo...Three Georgina Terry Fox Run heroes were recognized during the Annual Terry Fox event on Sunday, September 
16 at North Gwillimbury Park. (L to R) Rick Shaw family, Bob Lawrence and Ken Hackenbrook.  
Photo above: Participants gathered together for a commemorative Georgina 200 Terry Fox Run photo before setting off on their 
run. To date, Georgina has raised in excess of $600,000 over 38 years since the event began.  

 

Four year-old Baja, a Rottweiler/Shepherd mix gets his an-
nual rabies shot at the Rabies Clinic held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 15 at Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw. The event is held 
annually and sponsored by the Pefferlaw Association of Rate-
payers. The program is administered by Dr. Michael McNeil.  

 Regional Councillor Naomi Davison and Mayor Margaret Quirk 
drop the ceremonial puck at the Ice Palace on September 14 as 
the Georgina Ice Hockey team gets set to take on the North 
Kawartha and begin their 25th season. Receiving the puck are 
(Left) Georgina Ice captain Joshua Lemmon and (right) North 
Kawartha captain, Jesse Douglas.  
In an address to the fans, President Glenn Ulrich expressed his 
gratitude to the coaches and sponsors who “have made an indeli-
ble mark on this team and our community.”  
HAPPY 25th BIRTHDAY ICE! (P.S. They won the game 4-2.) 



(L to R) Mary Lou Baker shows a perfect cribbage 
hand as Lynda Ritchie, Margaret Purdy and Doreen 
Hunter get ready to take on 40 other cribbage con-
testants at the Link on Saturday, September 22.  
The Georgina Senior Games has attracted 575 reg-
istrations for 26 events which will take over four 
weeks.  
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Georgina celebrates harvest season in Keswick and Pioneer Village  
The weather was perfect on Satur-
day, September 15 when the Up-
town Keswick BIA held their An-
nual Harvest Festival.  
The streets were crowded as hun-
dreds of visitors strolled leisurely 
along a long line-up of vendors and 
attractions. There was face paint-
ing, arts and crafts and wall climb-
ing for the kids and something for 
everyone.  
According to Ward 2 Councillor 
Dan Fellini it was one of the most 
successful Harvest Festivals to date 
with over 60 vendors.  
“It was amazing. It was wall to 
wall people,” he said adding, the 
farmer’s market sold out of pro-
duce by 1:00 pm.  
(Top photo left) Olivia Myszkowski 
of Keswick delights in her pottery 
art at the Crockadoodle booth. 
(Top right) Very festive entrance 
feature. (Bottom) A shot of the 
crowds enjoying the day!  

Georgina Senior Games are underway  The weather was much 
cooler on Saturday, Septem-
ber 22 when the Georgina 
Pioneer Village and volun-
teers from the Georgina 
Historical Society held their 
Annual Harvestfest. Visitors 
were able to experience his-
toric demonstrations, vin-
tage farm equipment, artisan 
displays, crafts, farm pro-
duce vendors and much 
more.  
Congratulations to all who 
participated and helped dur-
ing the Harvestfest. We 
really missed you, Melissa!   
(Top) Weathered Rock Farm 
had a beautiful display of 
fresh flowers and farm pro-
duce.  
(Middle) The Bake Sale ta-
ble in Mann House was a 
yummy destination for visi-
tors.  
(Bottom Right) On display 
by Georgina Historical Soci-
ety member Paul Brady, was 
an original boat built in 
1950 at Bonnie Boats in 
Jackson’s Point.  
Made from cedar and ma-

hogany, it was hand-
crafted by local boat 
builders.  
Originally operating as 
Grew Boats by Andrew 
Grew in 1907, the 
name was later 
changed to Bonnie 
Boats.  
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Georgina Fire Department 
Open House 

On Friday, October 15, 1954 an un-
welcome guest arrived in southern 
Ontario in the form of Hurricane Ha-
zel. Armed with high winds and re-
cord rainfall Hazel wreaked havoc, 
created massive floods, left 81 dead, 
thousands homeless and caused mas-
sive property damage. Homes near the 
banks of the Humber River were 
washed away, Holland Marsh became 
a gigantic lake engulfing residences 
and at one point parts of the quite new 
Highway 400 were under 10 feet of 
water.  
At the time, as a Grade 2 student at 
Sutton Public School, my accounts of 
the event are still vivid in my mem-
ory. We had already had several rainy 
days and the ground was well satu-
rated with moisture. This factor 
greatly enhanced Hazel’s impact. The 
torrential rain had nowhere to go but 
run off into neighbouring rivers and 
streams and rapidly flood any low 
lying areas. The black and white cov-
erage on our only TV channel CBC 
Toronto offered a visual commentary 
of Hazel’s devastating impact. 
Throughout the weekend graphic 
scenes of raging waterways, downed 
trees and destroyed homes were high-
lighted. 
Meanwhile in Sutton there was a call 
for volunteers and a small army of 
them worked tirelessly around the 
clock filling and piling sandbags in an 
effort to save the Sutton Dam, the 
High Street bridge and the mill. How-
ever, my first real encounter with the 
actual power of Hurricane Hazel did-
n’t come until my return to school the 
following Monday or Tuesday.  I 
can’t recall which. But my memory of 
my trip home that day is crystal clear. 
It was definitely not the normal, rou-
tine walk across the bridge into town 

and home. Along with the crossing 
guard a number of adults were present 
to take us by the hand and escort us 
safely across the bridge. I wasn’t tall 
enough to see over the railing but the 
elliptical openings in it allowed a 
panoramic view of the river below. 
Normally the water would flow over 
the dam, drop to the lower level by 
the dock at the bottom of the parkette 
and flow past the mill. It would then 
disappear  around the first bend as it 
would amble along on its journey to 
Lake Simcoe. 
This was not the sight that I beheld. 
The river was a raging torrent and 
instead of dropping over the lip of the 
dam and falling to its customary level,  
it was racing straight out and blasting 
into the first bend high up the very 
steep bank. Any semblance of a turn 
in the river was obliterated as the wa-
ter covered the lands behind the mill. 
It appeared that  the water was almost 
touching the bottom of the bridge and 
suddenly the remnants of an uprooted 
tree sped by almost under my feet.  
In retrospect I don’t think crossing the 
bridge was the only safety concern. 
The popular play area and our favour-
ite winter sleigh ride venue in the 
parkette below the old town hall was 
completely submerged, as was the 
dock below. The fence there was far 
more open and offered easier access 
to curious kids and I assume an easier 
place to satisfy youthful curiosity. 
Once well clear of the area we were 
left to continue our journey homeward 
on our own. 
In the final analysis the dam, the 
bridge and the mill were saved. The 
water subsided and the trek to and 
from school got back to normal. 
 

Jerry Bones, Sutton  

A great crowd was on hand at the Georgina Fire 
Department’s Open House on Sat. September 22. 
New to the excitement this year was a full scale 
house interior (above) complete with gas appli-
ances. Provided by the Technical Standards and 
Safety Authorities, the display provided safety tips 
for visitors.  

Noah Foch, 20 months, danced around for some 
time before she was coaxed into having a photo 
with Sparky and still doesn’t look convinced.  



The Chamber of Commerce will host a 
Meet and Greet for election candidates at 
the Link on Tues. Sept. 25 starting at 6:30 
pm.  
 

The North Durham Nature Society invites 
you to the Brock Memorial Arena in Sun-
derland on Thurs. Sept. 27 at 7:00 pm for a 
talk by Dr. Alex Mills on Whip-poor-will 
Ecology.  
 

It’s Back! The popular Udora Leaskdale 
Lions monthly spaghetti dinner starts up 
on Fri. Sept 28 at 5:30 at the Udora Hall.  
 

Club 55 in Pefferlaw invites you to Big 
Bucks Bid Euchre on Sept 29. $10. Doors 
open at noon and game starts at 1:00 pm. 
Light refreshments. 
 

Stop by Zehrs in Keswick on Sat. Sept. 29 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm and drop off a 
donation for the York Regional Police and 
Volunteers Annual Thanksgiving Fund-
raiser for the Georgina Food Pantry.  
 

You may want to get your tickets early to 
the Georgina Harvest Dinner to be held at 
the Link at 5:30 p.m. on Sat. Sept. 29. Si-
lent auction. Proceeds support the GTTI 
culinary programming. Call the Town for 
tickets.  
 

Come and explore the Georgina Studio 

Tour on Sat. Sept. 29 and Sun. Sept. 30 
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Over 25 artists 
and artisans showing work in various me-
dia.  
 

The Georgina Chamber of Commerce in-
vites you to Stilettos & Sneakers on Sat. 
Sept. 29 at the Ice Palace from 10:00 am to 
3:00 pm.  
 

The Ecumenical prayer shawl knitting 
group meets the first Monday of the month 
starting on Oct. 1 at Knox United Church. 
1:00 to 3:00 pm.  
 

Plan to attend the cocktail dinner on Oct. 2 
at the Wychwood Barn in Toronto planned 
to support the barn raising at ClearWater 
Farm. Call 416-520-7471 for details.  
 

Brad MacMillan from EMS will be at Knox 
United Church on Oct. 4 at 10:00 a.m. to 
explain the revised vial of life kit. It has all 
the information EMS will need if called to 
your home for an emergency.  
 

On October 10 at 7:00 pm the Suburba-
naires will be in concert at Knox United 
Church in Sutton. $15. Under 18 free.  
 

Udora United Church is featuring a Fall 
Fantasies Bazaar on Sat. Oct. 20. from 9:00 
am to 2:00 pm. Bake sale, vendors and raf-
fle. Everyone welcome.  

St. James Anglican Church on River St. in 
Sutton will present the York Region Police 
Mail Chorus on Sun. Oct. 21 at 7:00. For 
tickets call Peggy Kernohan (905) 476-
4460.  
 

T4Wildlife is an Afternoon Tea and Silent 
Auction in support of Shades of Hope 
Wildlife Refuge to beheld on Sun. Oct. 21 
from 12:30 pm to 4:00 pm at the Sheraton 
Parkway Toronto North Hotel. Event tickets 
$55.00. Reserve at shadesofhope.ca  
 

Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw is asking 
you to Save the Date for their upcoming 
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale on Sat. Oct. 
27 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. For informa-
tion on renting a table contact Rosemary at 
Admin@CedardaleChurch.ca 
 

Angel Morgan at 171 Main St. S. in New-
market will host a one night only Animal 
Séance on Sun. Oct. 28 from 7:00 pm to 
10:00 pm. Call (647) 289-7977. This event 
is in support of Shades of Hope Animal 
Refuge.  
 

Lighthouse is coming to the Stephen Lea-
cock Theatre on Sat. Nov. 3 at 8:00 pm. 
Tickets $58 and part of the proceeds go to 
Georgina Trades & Training. Call 905-476-
0193 to reserve.   
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