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Neighbours raise concerns over land application of human waste  
It’s a topic many people find hard to di-
gest—literally—using human poop to fer-
tilize farm fields.  
It is a farming practice that is decades old 
but as the practice of converting human 
sludge into treated sewage “biosolids” for 
fertilizer increases, it has come under 
greater scrutiny by legislators, the scien-
tific community and the public. 
Sewage biosolids are considered a nutrient
-rich by-product of municipal waste treat-
ment. As the sewage goes through the 
treatment process, sludges are formed in 
the sewage treatment plants and are sepa-
rated from the effluent for stabilization 
treatments to transform them into biosol-
ids.  
According to the Canadian Council of the 
Ministers of the Environment (CCME), 
land application of municipal biosolids is 
considered a beneficial use when properly 
managed to enhance soil fertility, soil 
structure and plant growth. This benefit, 
they say, is wasted if the material is land-
filled or combusted without energy and ash 
recovery. It also reduces the need for com-
mercial fertilizers which has resulted in 
lower production costs.  
CCME states that 660,000 metric tons of 
biosolids are generated every year with 
almost half of them being produced in 
southern Ontario.  
The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Rural Affairs (MAFRA) 
grants the permissions re-
quired for the land applica-
tion of biosolids and the 
Ministry has confirmed 
that four approvals have 
been granted in Georgina. 
Three approvals are in the 
name of J. Lipani & Son 
Sod Farms Ltd giving au-
thorization to apply sewage 
biosolids on Lots 2 and 3 
on Concession 4 and Lot 
16 on Concession 3.   
According to Bianca 
Jamieson, a spokesperson 
from MAFRA, a Non-
Agricultural Source Material plan (NASM) 
submitted by a certified NASM plan devel-
oper, is the first step in the approvals proc-
ess. And, government standards, protocols 
and regulations must be strictly adhered to. 
The Ministry’s Nutrient Management 
Regulation ensures that any biosolids ap-
plied to land “are of benefit to crops, do 
not degrade the natural environment and 
do not pose any harm to human or animal 
health.”  
But despite claims that Canadian and pro-
vincial standards exist to ensure sewage 
biosolids are applied to farmland safely, 
residents are not convinced—and neither 
are some in the scientific community.  

Both Laura Cyr and Elaine Snodden live 
on Snodden Road, a farming area south 
west of Pefferlaw, and both have recently 
witnessed the application of sewage bio-
solids to a neighbouring sod farm.  
Their concerns stem from the fact that 
neighbours were not notified in advance of 
the application and they have no way of 
knowing what the impacts will be on hu-
man health or the environment.  
“If they are going to allow them to do it, 
they should make sure they police it,” said 
Ms. Snodden. “I would like some notice 
and know that someone is standing there 
watching them,” she said.  
Continued on page 3... 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Farming and Rural Affairs 
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Letter to the Editor and more... 
Where to start.  Each year we 
apply for a road closure, for four 
hours, to have a street party. We 
live on a small court and do not 
affect local traffic. We applied in 
May for our July event. Not 
hearing back from the town in 
June we inquired and were told 
there was new requirements.  A 
call to our local councillor said 
everything was a go.   
A week before the event we 
were told a form had to be filled 
out which had to include 
$2,000,000 insurance naming the 
Town. A call to the insurance 
company indicated at least a 
three week notice was required. 
Page two of the Town form 
stated it had to be received by 
the Town at least four weeks 
prior to the event.   
At that late date, there was noth-
ing we could do to be law abid-
ing but to add insult to injury the 
town employee notified the by-
laws office and the police before 
the event.  With no complaints 
ever received, the police did 
arrive and after a conversation 
with a lawyer on our Court, al-
lowed the party to take place. 
The police and the by-law officer 
have apologized but not the town 
employee responsible.  
We elect our local government 
and feel we have some control 
but bullying bureaucrats are 
completely without control.  
Tony Tallon  
Centro Court, Keswick 
 
Frankly, I am  
surprised... 
Given the number of issues that 
have cropped up in Georgina 
over the past few years, I am a 
little surprised why more people 
haven’t stepped up to run in this 
election.  
There is no lack of complaints 
and no lack of ideas on how to 
address the issues—so where are 
the voices and why aren't they 
being raised in the political arena 
where they can be heard and 
judged by the greater public?  
Hopefully you will have an op-
portunity to discuss the issues 
with candidates as they canvas 
door to door. But, here is a list of 
issues (in no particular order) 

that seem to be top-of-mind. 
Take your pick, or poll them on 
your own priorities.  
1) The Muti-Use Recreational 
Complex in Keswick; 2) A new 
Civic Centre planned  for current 
location; 3) Short term rental 
accommodations (a.k.a. 
AirBnBs) are having negative 
impacts on neighbouring prop-
erty owners; 4) The Upper York 
Sewage Solution to service fu-
ture growth in areas south of 
here; 5) Overcapacity at Geor-
gina beaches causing illegal 
parking and other issues;6) Resi-
dential tax base is carrying the 
load—more economic develop-
ment needed;  
7) Taxes; 8) Road safety and 
maintenance; 9) Increased 
crime;10) Thane Smelter issues 
still not resolved; 11) Develop-
ment of Maple Lake Estates;  
12) Georgina-wide Waterfront 
Strategy including Bonnie Park 
and Mossington Wharf/Park;  
13) No rural high-speed internet 
service; 14) Impacts from the 
legalization of marijuana;  
15) Lake Drive indirect water-
front issue;  
16) Affordable housing.  
I’ll be polling candidates on 
some of these issues going for-
ward but you will find the first in 
this series on pages 7 to 9.  
  
Karen Wolfe, Editor   
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Fertilizing with biosolids in Georgina 
Continued from page 1.  
Ms. Cyr has additional con-
cerns. She doesn’t know what 
affect pharmaceuticals and per-
sonal care products, which can-
not completely be removed in 
the treatment process, will have 
on the crops or on neighbouring 
wells.  
“I question what people are 
telling us about its safety,” Ms. 
Cyr said. “It has toxins in it, we 
have toxins in our own body. 
There is birth control, there are 
drugs, pharmaceuticals and be-
cause we are meat eaters, there 
is a better chance of e-coli being 
transferred through that.”  
Several research papers and 
reports have been published but 
researchers admit findings are 
inconclusive due to the lack of 
data to accurately calculate the 
impact on human health and the 
environment.  
In a literature study commis-
sioned by the CCME, the report 
states, “There are insufficient 

data reported in the literature to 
determine the effectiveness of 
the different biosolids treatment 
processes for reductions of most 
of the personal care products.”   
According to Mike Rabeau, the 
Director of Capital Planning 
and Delivery at York Region, 
only a very small portion of 
treated biosolids, those from the 
Holland Landing lagoon, is 
used for fertilizer. The rest is 
sent to the Duffin Creek facility 
for incineration.  
“But none of the treated biosol-
ids from our facilities are being 
used for fertilizer in York Re-
gion or Georgina,” he said.  
The Director of Planning at 
Georgina was unavailable at 
press time for comment, but a 
spokesperson in that department 
confirmed the Town had been 
notified of the NASM plan ap-
provals on August 24, 2018 but 
was unaware of the obligations, 
if any, imposed on the Town as 
a result of the approvals.  
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Two Georgina hopefuls seek nomina-
tion for York Simcoe PC riding  
Following Peter 
Van Loan’s sur-
prise announce-
ment that he will 
retire from politics 
at the end of this 
month, two famil-
iar Georgina per-
sonalities have 
announced their 
intentions to seek 
the federal Pro-
gressive Conserva-
tive nomination 
for the York Sim-
coe riding.  
Heather Fullerton,  
56, the former 
Executive Director 
of the Georgina 
Arts Centre and 
Scot Davidson, the 
former owner of 
Bonnie Boats in Jackson’s 
Point will spend the next six 
weeks signing up party mem-
berships in an effort to ensure 
their party’s nomination.   

But first, they will  
need to file nomina-
tion papers which 
will be done soon.  
Ms. Fullerton says 
being involved in 
the community has  
allowed her to see 
what the people of 
Georgina need and 
want. “It has given 
me the desire to 
make those things 
happen as much as I 
possibly can,” she 
said.  
Mr. Davidson, born 
and raised in Geor-
gina says he has a 
passion for his 
town, community, 
small business and 
the farmers. “It is 

time to give back and that is 
why I am stepping up,” he said. 
“I’ve got some great ideas and 
I’ll be sharing those as we go 
along.”  

Heather Fullerton  

Scot Davidson 
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Canada’s new vertical $10 bill 
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The face on the new $10 
vertical bill features Vi-
ola Desmond on the front 
and a picture of the Ca-
nadian Museum of Hu-
man Rights on the re-
verse side.  

Canadians will soon begin to see a 
new $10 bill issued by the Bank of 
Canada and will instantly recognize it 
by its distinct vertical format.  
The bill also features the image of 
Viola Desmond, a civil rights activist 
in Nova Scotia who rose to fame in 
1946 when she was arrested for refus-
ing to leave “whites only” seating in a 
movie theatre. She paid a fine of $20 
but refused to pay the one cent federal 
tax difference between her “blacks 
only” theatre admission and the ad-
mission charged for a whites only seat. 
She was subsequently charged with 
tax evasion and went to court but lost 
the fight.  
The Bank of Canada says it is the first 
time a non-royal woman has appeared 
alone on a regularly issued bank note.  
The new $10 note will be rolled out 
gradually and circulated alongside the 
other polymer $10 notes. Unlike the 
special $10 note issued for Canada’s 
150th anniversary in 2017, which was 
printed in limited quantities, the verti-
cal $10 note will be the regular $10 
note produced for years to come.  
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Tennyson Tidbits 

We are sending Happy Birth-
day greetings out to Juleah 
Verdoold, who will celebrate 
her 7th birthday on Septem-
ber 17. Hope you have a won-
derful day, Juleah! 
 
A BIG “Thank You” shout 
out goes to Bob Swain who 
annually prepares 150 perch 
cut outs for the Painted Perch 
Festival artists. Everyone 
appreciates your efforts.  
 
Congratulations to Sherry 
Tarling and family on the 
birth of her little boy, Liam, 
born on August 11 weighing 
7 lbs.  
 
Happy Birthday wishes go 
out to Joyce Crittenden who 
recently turned 95 on August 
27. Joyce wanted to thank her 
friends and family for the 
lovely party held in her hon-
our.  
 
Heads up voters...advance 

voting begins on September 
29 for the 2018 municipal 
election. You can visit Geor-
gina.ca/election2018 for 
times and locations.  
 
The Board of Directors for 
the Georgina Historical Soci-
ety is looking for like-minded 
individuals to join the board 
as a Director. Please contact 
President Tom Glover at 
(905) 722-830-2575.  
 
Our sincere condolences go 
out to the friends and family 
of Byron (Bing) Lockie who 
passed away on Monday, 
August 29 at the age of 92.  
Mr. Lockie was a life-long 
dairy farmer in Belhaven and 
the beloved husband of 
Carole Moreton Hutchings 
and the late Marina Kydd. 
Mourning his loss are chil-
dren Janet (Ralph), Jim 
(Carol) and Dianne Kiddie 
(Ken) and their families.  
 



Mayoralty and Regional Councillor Candidates weigh-in on Georgina Post election questionnaire 

Q.  In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you 
recommend to address this issue? 
A: Accommodating growth. The many com-
plaints residents have are not difficult to fix 
but rely on initiative and practical applica-
tion. Understanding what the issues are at a 
personal level when there are so many vari-
ables and unknowable statistics one cannot 
overcome inside an office. Go to the people, 
take the time to see first hand the problem 
and it becomes easier to address. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: No, the project as tabled makes no logisti-
cal or economical sense and would result in 

monumental tax increases in the coming 
years. There are practical alternatives that I 
would support that would cost less and be 
built sooner. 
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to 
build a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why?  
A: No, an entirely new facility being pro-
posed hinges on a 2016 commissioned report 
which in my opinion is wholly underwhelm-
ing. A practical alternative would be small 
cost effective structures to alleviate traffic 
from the most heavily visited departments 
such as for permits and licenses. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues caused 
by overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: The solutions to improving our beaches 
have been on the table for several years now 
and they begin with resident only parking. 
You then legitimize penalties with higher 
fines and towing, allow vendors and consider 
seasonal passes to improve return business. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s 
plans to build the Upper York Sewage Solu-
tion to service growth in Aurora, Newmar-
ket and East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. Why?  
A: No, the situation of Lake Simcoe is such 
that any plans have to be carefully moni-
tored. There are 15 sewage plants dumping 
effluent right now and six water treatment 

plants that draw water from it. The scope and 
size of the UYSS cannot be underestimated 
and must be transparent before proceeding. 
 Q: It order to provide relief to the residen-
tial tax base and create good paying jobs, it 
is important to attract new business to Geor-
gina. What plans do you have to ensure 
Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) 
tax base?  
A: By not handicapping potential businesses 
with overbearing permits and high taxation. 
You must have competitive accommodations 
that create incentives as opposed to chal-
lenges, case by case recognizing the benefits 
of proposed businesses and address zoning 
more effectively. 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an essen-
tial basic service and our rural residents say 
council needs to ensure all of their constitu-
ents have access. Will you promise to bring 
high speed internet to these constituents 
before the end of 2020?  
A: The CRTC requires service providers pay 
into a fund which is to be used to cover ex-
penses in bringing internet to remote areas. 
Our Town only needs to be proactive and 
work with service providers to expedite that 
process. 

 

Q. In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you 
recommend to address this issue? 
A: Expanding our commercial/industrial tax 
base, taking the burden off residential taxes 
to increase  our ability to improve our exist-
ing roads and buildings and provide services 
across Georgina is top of my list. We are in 
competition with other areas, we have to 
"sell" the many positives Georgina offers.  
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: Yes,  Development Charges  being col-
lected from developers will cover 90% of the 
construction costs, including financing. Key 
is a solid business plan for its operation, in-
cluding examining a partnership with the  
YMCA and other private sector businesses, 
plus a solid plan for our existing pool in Sut-
ton. Public engagement on the design of the 
facility will allow residents and stakeholders 
an opportunity to become more involved. 
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to build 
a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why?  

A: Yes, The money required to maintain, 
renovate, expand and operate the current 60 
year old facility would be better spent on a 
new more energy efficient, accessibility com-
pliant, safe and customer focused building. A 
strong financial plan and project oversight is 
vital. Public engagement is also key to the 
project. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues caused 
by overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: Many ideas have been floated out but a co
-ordinated effort including additional parking 
spaces, increased parking fines, measures to 
reduce traffic congestion/volumes on certain 
roads, additional park maintenance and en-
forcement by our bylaws and YRP  are re-
quired to provide our residents and visitors a 
safe environment. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s plans 
to build the Upper York Sewage Solution to 
service growth in Aurora, Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. Why?  
A: Our Council  has supported the Chippe-
was of Georgina Island to have their con-
cerns heard both at the Province and the Re-
gion and I will continue to advocate those 
concerns and for the health of Lake Simcoe. 
There are studies currently underway that 
may offer more insight into the plan and I 
look forward to those results. Georgina is not 
in direct control of this file, the decision rests 
with the new Provincial government.  

 Q: It order to provide relief to the residen-
tial tax base and create good paying jobs, it 
is important to attract new business to Geor-
gina. What plans do you have to ensure 
Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) 
tax base?  
A: Continue to work with owner of the Kes-
wick Business Park and the jobs it will bring.  
This Council passed the  draft plan approval  
and recently approved the earthworks needed 
for pre-servicing the site.  I will also continue 
to  work with existing businesses to retain 
and grow their businesses here. Council  also 
has initiated an investment strategy to assist 
in attracting new businesses across Georgina 
that needs to be championed. 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an essen-
tial basic service and our rural residents say 
council needs to ensure all of their constitu-
ents have access. Will you promise to bring 
high speed internet to these constituents 
before the end of 2020?  
A: I promise to continue to champion this 
important issue. The Region and the Town 
have applied for funding from the Federal 
government program Connect to Innovate. 
That funding would allow us to bring high 
speed internet to the underserviced areas of 
Georgina.  The Town has also budgeted for 
improvements to our existing broadband ser-
vice.   

Margaret 
Quirk 
 
Candidate  
For Mayor  

Boris 
Godzinevski 
 
 
Candidate  
For Mayor  
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Q:  In your opinion what is the number 
one issue facing Georgina? What would 
you recommend to address this issue? 
A:  High taxes versus low service level. 
We need to inject a healthy and well 
placed commercial/industrial tax base. 
More responsible spending which means 
stopping the practice of single source con-
sulting/tendering. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned 
Multi Use Recreation Complex (MURC) 
being planned for a south Keswick loca-
tion on Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. 
Why?  
A: Yes to a MURC, No to current Coun-
cil's handling of the project. We shouldn't 
be building a fourth library. We should 

also be taking partnerships more seriously. 
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to 
build a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. 
Why?  
A:  Yes. The building is non accessible 
and becoming a health burden. I believe 
we need to divest unneeded town property 
including the former YRP property to help 
fund this project. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues 
caused by overcrowding at Georgina 
beaches? 
A:We need a long term solution to our 
misused waterfront. In the interim we need 
to pave lots and paint lines. We also need 
to turn away vehicles when at capacity and 
have resident only road parking on roads 
surrounding beaches. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s 
plans to build the Upper York Sewage 
Solution to service growth in Aurora, 
Newmarket and East Gwillimbury? Yes 
or No. Why? 
A: No. Public input including island resi-
dents needs to be more comprehensive. No 
way to measure pharmaceutical impact, 
water doesn't originate from Simcoe, and 
several more very serious issues.  

Q: It order to provide relief to the resi-
dential tax base and create good paying 
jobs, it is important to attract new busi-
ness to Georgina. What plans do you 
have to ensure Georgina gets its fair 
share of the ICI (Industrial, Commercial 
and Institutional) tax base? 
A: Attraction starts with attractive partner-
ships. I believe we need to completely 
overhaul our planning and permitting de-
partment, making it easier for businesses 
to operate in Georgina. Next a concierge 
service that truly gives white glove ser-
vices to potential and existing business.  
Q: The Canadian government has de-
creed that high speed internet service is 
an essential basic service and our rural 
residents say council needs to ensure all 
of their constituents have access. Will 
you promise to bring high speed internet 
to these constituents before the end of 
2020? 
A: I will not make a false promise. I be-
lieve that high speed service is essential, 
as such I will push hard at the region, lev-
erage my infrastructure experience and use 
my positive relationships with provincial 
reps to make sure it's a reality. Every resi-
dent deserves that kind of representation.  

 

Q.  In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you 
recommend to address this issue? 
A: Our biggest challenge is the balance be-
tween residential and commercial/industrial 
taxes, and the local employment available.  
We need to position Georgina as a great 
place to start or expand a business, as well 
as encourage existing businesses to relocate 
here. 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: I am in favour of building the Multi Use 
Recreation Centre, and have been working 
towards this goal for the past eight years.  
Our town is growing, and resident needs are 
growing too.  We needed a financially re-
sponsible way to build this needed resource, 

and with its construction 90% funded by 
development charges which are paid by new 
development, and the land provided as no-
charge parkland dedication, we are well on 
our way to making it a reality.  
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to 
build a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why?  
A: Our civic centre has served us well, but it 
is a very old building, with many accessibil-
ity issues.  The cost of maintaining this 
building is expected to cost the same as 
building a new building, so building new is 
the most responsible option.   
Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues caused 
by overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: Regular enforcement by our staff with 
the support of YRP is necessary.  I also en-
vision a different site plan for De La Salle 
Park, that would include parking access 
from only Metro Road. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s 
plans to build the Upper York Sewage So-
lution to service growth in Aurora, New-
market and East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. 
Why?  
A: While I understand that servicing is 
needed for municipalities south of us, I 
don’t support the outflow to Lake Simcoe.  
The original plan was for the outflow to go 

south to Lake Ontario, and I will work with 
the provincial government to ensure that our 
lake is protected. 
 Q: It order to provide relief to the residen-
tial tax base and create good paying jobs, it 
is important to attract new business to 
Georgina. What plans do you have to en-
sure Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) 
tax base?  
A: With the implementation of our eco-
nomic strategy, industrial and commercial 
projects that create employment will receive 
front of the line, expedited service at the 
town.  This program will ensure that we 
have access to every opportunity that be-
comes available. 
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an essen-
tial basic service and our rural residents 
say council needs to ensure all of their 
constituents have access. Will you promise 
to bring high speed internet to these con-
stituents before the end of 2020?  
A: High speed internet is an essential basic 
service, and we have been working on in-
creasing access to more parts of Georgina’s 
rural community. I will support all levels of 
government working towards this important 
goal.   

 

Lee Dale  
 
 
Candidate 
for  
Regional  
Councillor 

Naomi  
Davison 
 
Candidate 
for  
Regional  
Councillor 
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Q.  In your opinion what is the number one 
issue facing Georgina? What would you 
recommend to address this issue? 
A: Taxes/Spending - do a comprehensive 
review of all spending, line by line as part of 
the next budget and re-evaluate current com-
mitments. If we can’t afford it, don’t spend it! 
Q: Are you in favour of the planned Multi 
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) being 
planned for a south Keswick location on 
Woodbine Avenue? Yes or No. Why?  
A: Yes. (90% of costs are covered by new 
development) However we need to be crea-
tive when it comes to covering the rest of the 
costs and the future operational costs. Sell 
naming rights to Magna or another corporate 
partner, look for tenants like Starbucks, Pita 
Pit or Tim Hortons ...to help offset opera-
tions. 
Q: Do you support the Town’s plans to build 
a new Civic Centre? Yes or No. Why?  
A: No. We can’t afford it. Look all around us, 

government and its structure is changing rap-
idly. Service delivery is changing. Large (Taj 
Mahal) type buildings are being replaced by 
more decentralized community based services 
that are located in smaller community loca-
tions. There are other options. 
Q: What solutions do you have to address 
the illegal parking and other issues caused 
by overcrowding at Georgina beaches? 
A: Immediately pilot and implement a trial 
project for 2019 that creates a Georgina resi-
dent-only parking and or beach  program. We 
need to still accommodate our visitors but we 
need to make sure they continue to pay for 
the use and our costs to clean up after them, 
also re-adjust our maintenance by making 
sure clean up is done in the late evening. 
Q: Are you in favour of York Region’s plans 
to build the Upper York Sewage Solution to 
service growth in Aurora, Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury? Yes or No. Why?  
A: No!!! I have opposed this project since it 
was first discussed and I made sure The Chip-
pewas of Georgina Island were consulted 
(they weren’t before). The infrastructure to 
accommodate all of that growth was planned 
for and built as part of the York Durham 
Sewage System taking it to Lake Ontario. 
The Upper York Sewage System will dump 
40 Million litres of treated sewage a day into 
a shallow river (Holland) and then a shallow 

bay (Cooks) It is a recipe for disaster. Our 
current representatives have said nothing. 
 Q: It order to provide relief to the residen-
tial tax base and create good paying jobs, it 
is important to attract new business to Geor-
gina. What plans do you have to ensure 
Georgina gets its fair share of the ICI 
(Industrial, Commercial and Institutional) 
tax base?  
A: Immediately create a major promotional 
campaign funded by the home builders, de-
velopers, economic development and com-
mercial property owners touting Georgina as 
a great place to do business. We are in a very 
competitive market with other municipalities 
who want the same. Be aggressive and crea-
tive.  
Q: The Canadian government has decreed 
that high speed internet service is an essen-
tial basic service and our rural residents say 
council needs to ensure all of their constitu-
ents have access. Will you promise to bring 
high speed internet to these constituents 
before the end of 2020?  
A: Yes. If the Canadian Government has de-
creed that it is an essential service then with 
their financial help we should provide it. The 
Town of Georgina has always been a leader 
in partnering with others to forge ahead with 
internet services and with the Federal Gov-
ernment's commitment we should deliver. 

 Rob Grossi  
 
Candidate for  
Regional  
Councillor  
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Region approves $1.09 million to study health impacts of UYSS and incorporate  
traditional ecological knowledge of Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nations 

Following a directive of the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change 
(MOECC) last year, York Region initiated 
a $200,537 Health Impact Assessment 
study to be conducted in consultation with 
the Chippewas of Georgina Island First 
Nations (CGIFN) to help identify measures 
to mitigate the negative impacts of the 
Upper York Sewage Solutions (UYSS) 
project and enhance positive impacts.  
In June 2018, staff went back to regional 
council and received approval for an addi-
tional $717,603 to expand the terms of 
reference of the initial study and to fund 
another study—a Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge study— that would include 
Indigenous knowledge, belief and practices 
handed down through generations.   
According to the report submitted to Re-
gional Council on June 21, 2018, the 
CGIFN requested the Traditional Ecologi-
cal Knowledge study to enhance the 
Health Impact Assessment study with ex-
tensive knowledge of First Nation culture 
and traditions by way of traditional songs, 

stories and beliefs. Consultants will inter-
view and document discussions held with 
the First Nation Knowledge Keepers in-
cluding Elders and resource users.  
“The Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
study and the Health Impact Assessment 
are proposed to be carried out as separate 
studies,” the report states, adding “A Tra-
ditional Ecological Knowledge study is a 
rigorous undertaking that requires a high 
degree of trust with the Chippewas of 
Georgina Island First Nation and unique 
expertise to work directly with the First 
Nation to ensure that the Knowledge 
Keepers will be well represented and infor-
mation will be accurately documented and 
field verified.”  
It is anticipated that the results of the Tra-
ditional Ecological Knowledge study will 
be completed to confirm project-specific 
information with respect to the Health Im-
pact Assessment study and provide addi-
tional information to the existing inventory 
of environmental features and functions.  
The recommendations in the report were 

subject to an agreement being reached be-
tween the Region and the CGIFN on the 
scope of the Knowledge study. Regional 
staff have been working to formalize these 
efforts but to date, no agreement on the 
parameters of the study have been reached.  
The addition of the Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge study is expected to increase 
the cost of the two consultants by 
$514,603. An additional $175,000 was 
approved to compensate the CGIFN as 
they build capacity and provide the re-
quired resources for the study. An Hono-
raria budget of $28,000 is also available 
for selected First Nation members who are 
invited to attend interviews, workshops 
and field verification.  
The UYSS is a wastewater infrastructure 
project which includes a new Water Recla-
mation Centre designed to service growth 
in a portion of Newmarket and East Gwil-
limbury. The plant, to be located in East 
Gwillimbury, will treat and discharge up to 
40 million litres a day of effluent into the 
East Holland River.  
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Winning bids amounting to just 
over $1 million for three of 
Georgina’s proposed new con-
struction projects are expected 
to receive council approval on 
Wednesday, September 12.  
Colliers Project Leaders Inc. 
has been selected by staff to 
take on the project management 
responsibilities for the Multi 
Use Recreational Complex 
(MURC). The value of this 
contract is $543,653.00.  
Project management for the 
proposed new Civic Centre has 
been farmed out to CBRE Lim-
ited with a winning bid of 
$342,665.00.  
Both of these projects are esti-
mated to cost a total close to 
$60 million once completed.  
According to two separate staff 
reports, the awarding of the 
MURC and Civic Centre con-
tracts for project management 
services includes three primary 
phases; (i) pre-construction, 
(ii) construction, (iii) post-
construction. The pre-
construction phases will in-
clude securing architects to 
develop conceptual designs for 
both the MURC and the Civic 
Centre.  
“The conceptual design will be 
a product of a comprehensive 
consultation process involving 
key stakeholders, as well as the 
technical and functional re-
quirements of the corporation,” 
the report states for both pro-
jects.  
The recommended conceptual 
designs will be brought back to 

council, in the next council 
term, for approvals. The re-
ports ended by stating the 
awarding of the project man-
agement contracts does not 
initiate any construction activ-
ity. 
The third project to be awarded 
and approved on Wednesday, 
will go to +VG Architects who, 
as the design consultants for 
Phase 2 and Phase 3 at the 
LINK, will receive 
$152,000.00.  +VG Architects 
will work in tandem with a 
construction management firm 
which is currently subject to a 
separate request for proposals 
(RFP).  
The LINK currently has five 
tenants, the Georgina Food 
Pantry, the Georgina Chamber 
of Commerce, Routes, Hospice 
Georgina and the food pro-
gramming course delivery for 
GTTI. Jericho Youth Services 
is expected to move in later 
this year.  
Staff have reported that York 
Region’s Community Health 
Services and Georgina Com-
munity Living are “eagerly 
anticipating occupancy” once 
construction work on Phase 2 
and 3 have been completed. 
Club 55 is also a potential ten-
ant.  
To date, the LINK project has 
cost the Town close to $7 mil-
lion with an additional $1.78 
million budgeted in 2018 to 
complete the interior renova-
tions.  
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Project management firms for MURC, new 
Civic Centre and LINK reno identified 
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York Regional 
Police believe 
there may be addi-
tional victims in 
an ongoing fraud 
investigation in 
Georgina.  
The investigation 
began in June 
when a 72-year 
old female victim 
came forward to 
report that she 
may have been 
defrauded. The victim advised 
police that she had met the 
suspect on an online dating 
site.  
When they met in person, the 
victim discussed a legal issue 
that she was having. The sus-
pect told the victim that he was 
a lawyer and would be pleased 
to represent her in court.  
The victim agreed and began 
paying cash for legal services 
that she never received. After 
the victim paid more than 

$3,000, she became 
suspicious and con-
tacted police.  
Investigators have 
identified the suspect 
as 60-year old Enrico 
Cagnotti and con-
firmed that he was 
not a lawyer. 
On Wednesday, June 
6, investigators lo-
cated Mr. Cagnotti 
parked at a gas sta-
tion in the area of 

Ravenshoe Rd. and The 
Queensway S. When police 
attempted to speak with him, 
Mr. Cagnotti drove over a curb 
and sped away from the area. 
A warrant was issued for his 
arrest and on Thursday, August 
9, investigators were informed 
that Mr. Cagnotti had been 
arrested on an unrelated matter 
in Toronto.  
A photo was released as police 
believe there may be more vic-
tims.  

Suspect charged with fraud/flight 

Enrico Cagnotti, 60.  
Alias:  
Ricardo Giambrone  
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If you’re wondering when and 
where you can meet up with the 
candidates running in Georgina 
for the upcoming election, 
there are a number of events 
that have recently been sched-
uled. Got a burning question—
head out to these events to get 
the answer.  
• On Sunday, September 23, 
the Briars Community Associa-
tion is sponsoring a Ward 4 
Candidates Debate at the Link 
in Sutton. Beginning at 4:00 
pm and running until 5:30 pm, 
Ward 4 councillor candidates, 
Wayne Phillips, Frank Sebo 
and Greta Zinck will be avail-
able to answer and debate ques-
tions posed by the audience.  
• On Monday, September 24 
the Pefferlaw Association of 
Rate Payers (PAR) will host a 
debate at the Pefferlaw Lions 
Community hall for the mayor-
alty candidates (Boris Godzi-
nevski and Margaret Quirk) 
and those running for Regional 
Councillor (Lee Dale, Naomi 
Davison and Rob Grossi).  

The debate begins at 7:00 pm.  
• The Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce has decided it will 
not host a debate this year but 
instead will sponsor a Meet and 
Greet event to give residents an 
opportunity to engage all candi-
dates on a one-on-one basis. 
This event will take place at the 
Link in Sutton on Tuesday, 
September 25 from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. with formal speeches 
at 7:00 p.m.   
• Rogers TV has taped a num-
ber of debates among the can-
didates running for all posi-
tions. These shows, which fea-
ture a Mayoralty debate, a Re-
gional Councillor debate, 
School Trustee debate and one 
for Ward 1 candidates 
(Charlene Biggerstaff, Mike 
Waddington and Glenn Witten-
berg) and Ward 4 candidates, 
will run separately from Sep-
tember 20 up to and including 
election day on October 22. 
They will also be broadcast on-
line. Search for Rogers TV 
Georgina for times.  

Upcoming election events, debates 
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In an effort to 
stay ahead of 
expenses to neu-
ter and spay fe-
ral cats, the 
Georgina Feral 
Cat Committee 
hosted a charity 
garage sale in 
Keswick on Sat-
urday, Septem-
ber. 8 to raise  
additional re-
sources.  

Georgina at a Glance, a charitable initiative sup-
ported by a  number of community vendors, set up at  
the ROC on Saturday, September 8 to help raise 
money in support of the Love Project and Lakeside 
Public School.  
The Love Project provides free art opportunities and 
programming for Hospice and the Youth Shelter 
among others. Proceeds this year will provide two 
bursaries for art students and the Breakfast cCub at 
Lakeside Public School.  
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It was a great day in Pefferlaw on Saturday, September 1 as more than 50 participants were on hand for the 16th Annual Washer 
Tournament. Trophies and bragging rights went to Bobby Gregson and his partner Tammy Agnew who beat out 22 other teams to 
become the 2018 Champions. Congratulations!  

Congratulations to Brent Shaw and his gang of volunteers for 
sponsoring a charity BBQ on Saturday, September 1. The event 
raised $1,230 for the Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge in Peffer-
law.  
Pictured left to right are: Brent Shaw, Sam Shaw, Ryan Coch-
rane, Ivyanna Shaw, Emily Shaw and Kelly Shaw.  

Mayor’s Charity Motorcycle Poker Run 

Mayor Margaret Quirk and husband Joe lead the pack of  
100 riders as they set out on a 180 kim motorcycle ride on 
Saturday, September 8. The charitable event will help raise 
money to support of the Sutton Legion with cenotaph repairs 
and maintenance.  The Mayor’s Charity Motorcycle Poker 
Run took riders from the ROC to Kirkfield and back again 
with three stops to give riders a chance to build the best 
hand in poker. 
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 Coming Events & Announcements 
Get your pets vaccinated at the Pefferlaw 
Association of Ratepayers (PAR) low-cost 
Annual Rabies Clinic on Sat. Sept. 15 from 
9:00 am to noon at Cedardale Church at 
471 Pefferlaw Rd. Please take note of new 
location due to new fire hall construction.  
 

The North Durham Nature Club invites 
you to a Hawk Watch on Sat. Sept. 15 from 
8:30 am to noon. Email 
ndnature7@gmail.com or visit 
www.northdurhamnature.com for details.  
 

The Uptown Keswick BIA is hosting its 
Annual Harvest Festival on Sat. Sept. 15. 
A full day of fun with music, bouncy cas-
tles, petting zoo and more.  
 

The 2018 Georgina Terry Fox Run/Walk 
gets underway at North Gwillimbury Park 
on Sun. Sept. 16 at 8:30 a.m. (Run at 10:00 
a.m.) Honour those who have fought and 
those that fight cancer. Volunteers needed. 
Contact Laurie at (905) 722-5921.  
 

The GTTI on Baseline Rd. is hosting a 
Paint Nite on Fri. Sept 21. No experience 
necessary. Purchase tickets on-line at 
www.paintnite.com/buy/10071202.  
 

The Chippewas of Georgina Island will host 
the 2018 Pow Wow at Sibbald Point Pro-
vincial Park on Sat. and Sun. Sept. 22 and 

23. Vendors, food and crafts. Grand Entry at 
noon.  
 

The Georgina Pioneer Village together with 
the Georgina Historical Society celebrate 
the arrival of autumn with the Annual Har-
vest Festival on Sat. Sept 22. Vintage farm 
equipment, food, crafts, artisans, vendors 
and more.  
 

Fire safety and family fun are the focus of 
the Georgina Fire Department’s Open 
House at the Sutton Fire Hall on Sat. Sept. 
22 from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm.  
 

A Ward 4 Candidate Debate is being 
hosted by the Briars Community Associa-
tion at the Link on Sun. Sept. 23 from 4:00 
to 5:00 pm.  
 

Trinity United Church in Cannington is 
sponsoring a Lunch & Learn event on Sun. 
Sept. 23. Guest speaker is Gail Lenters from 
the Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge.  
 

Ravenshoe United Church is celebrating 
its 145th Anniversary with a service at 1:00 
p.m. on Sun. Sept. 23. Light lunch after.  
 

The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers 
is hosting a candidates’ debate at the Peffer-
law Lions Hall on Mon. Sept. 24 at 7:00 
pm. Mayoral and Regional Councillor can-
didates. Bring your questions.  

 

Lake Simcoe Gardeners invites you to 
Awards Night on Mon. Sept. 24 at the Kes-
wick United Church at 7:30 pm.  
 

It’s Back! The popular Udora Leaskdale 
Lions monthly spaghetti dinner starts up 
on Fri. Sept 28 at 5:30 at the Udora Hall.  
 

The Chamber of Commerce will host a 
Meet and Greet for election candidates at 
the Link on Tues. Sept. 25 starting at 7:00 
pm.  
 

You may want to get your tickets early to 
the Georgina Harvest Dinner to be held at 
the Link at 5:30 p.m. on Sat. Sept. 29. Silent 
auction. Proceeds support the GTTI culinary 
programming. Call the Town for tickets.  
 

Come and explore the Georgina Studio 
Tour on Sat. Sept. 29 and Sun. Sept. 30 
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Over 25 artists 
and artisans showing work in various media.  
 

The Georgina Chamber of Commerce in-
vites you to Stilettos & Sneakers on Sat. 
Sept. 29 at the Ice Palace from 10:00 am to 
3:00 pm.  
 

A fundraising event to support the Geor-
gina Food Pantry gets underway at Zehrs 
in Keswick on Sat. Sept. 29 from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm.  


