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Framing the first phase of barn raising bee at Clear Water Farm
Forty-five volunteers descended upon Clear Water
Farm this week to start framing a new barn to replace the
one lost in an accidental fire
two years ago.
The Timber Framers Guild, a
not-for-profit educational
membership association dedicated to the craft of timber
framing, was hired by Clear
Water Farm to manage the
framing phase of the 70 foot
by 38 foot structure.
Rob Morphet from London,
Ontario is the Project Manager and said 25 of the volunteer framing crew are professional framers.
“But there are volunteers
here who have no framing
experience at all,” he said.
The volunteers were made up
of both local and non-local
labourers, some from as far
away as California, Vancouver Island, Vermont and
West Virginia, Mr. Morphet
said.
The frame of the new barn
will be constructed using
huge BC Douglas Fir beams,
some as long as 38 feet. It is
being built in the familiar

‘bank barn style’ which offers accessibility to two
floors from ground level. The
‘Queen Post’ roof will sport a
series of dormers and traditional joinery methods—
specifically mortise and tenon joinery—will be used
throughout.
The Timber Framers Guild is
committed to connecting with
communities and people,
sharing the story of timber
framing and learning and
teaching through doing.
Mr. Morphet said the Georgina community has not only
stepped forward to help with
the framing phase, but volunteers are supplying all of the
food for the week-long effort.
Once the frame is completed,
families are invited to the
farm on Saturday, August 25
between 3:30 and 8:30 pm to
join in a celebration featuring
storytellers, musicians and
workshops.
The Executive Director of
Clear Water Farm, Colin Dobel, said the next phase of the
project will be to close in the
barn and connect services
before the winter season.

Photos: Volunteers prepare the beams and joists that are needed to
erect the framing phase of the Clear Water Farm’s new barn to meet
the specs in the diagram below.
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Letters to the Editor

Over 15 Years Experience

• NEW!!! Reflexology

Recently there has been a lot of
huffing and puffing around
where Georgina taxes rank in
the GTA – much of it coming
from the Town and Council. At
issue was the basis that Zoocasa,
a Toronto real estate brokerage
firm, used to demonstrate their
rankings. They used average
current home prices which they
multiplied by the tax rate to get
the tax payable. Unfair, claimed
Mayor Quirk and Acting CAO
Dave Reddon – as they pointed
out the actual tax payments are
based on MPAC assessment.
Whereas this is true, anyone
who has at any time been involved in comparators knows
that if you use the same criteria
for the comparison, you will get
roughly the same ranking – with
all receiving the same skew. So
the issue that The Mayor and
Acting CAO seem to have been
addressing is not that Georgina
tax rate is higher than most
comparators, but the number
Zoocasa quoted was high – for
everyone!
To put this in perspective, let’s
look again at how the tax burden
is arrived at – assessed value x
tax rate. The Town and Council
have very little, if any, influence
on the assessed value but the tax
rate is a result of their actions.
Increasing the commercial and
industrial tax base, finding efficiencies, not squandering money
on consultants etc. play a part in
this. So, I think it is unfair to
include the assessment value in
the measure of their performance. And the ranking of Georgina in comparison to those
around us should be based on
the controllable factor—the tax
rate. To that end here is a list of
tax rates from 2017 (the last I
could find published) for our
York Region neighbours...
Georgina— 1.1281
King—0.9628
Newmarket—0.9042
East Gwillibmury—0.8788
Whitchurch/Stouff—0.8316
Aurora—0.8676
Vaughan—0.7690
Richmond Hill—0.7624
Markham—0.7358
As we see from the table, Georgina is the HIGHEST and so I
don’t understand the indignation

shown by the Mayor and Acting
CAO.
When we dig a little deeper and
look at the percentage of average household income required
to pay municipal taxes we see
an even more disconcerting
story...
Georgina—5.3%
Richmond Hill—5.0%
Markham—4.6%
Vaughan—4.6%
Newmarket—4.5%
King—4.5%
East Gwillimbury—4.4%
Whitchurch/Stouff—4.3%
Aurora—4.1%
Simply put, the residents of
Georgina have to pay the
LARGEST percentage of income to meet the tax burden that
is driven by the HIGHEST tax
rate! I will stay away from
amenities provided and value
for tax dollars for the moment
but they are another critical part
of this process.
The purpose of this letter is the
hope that someone at the Town
or Council reads it and realizes
that we can’t afford to pay the
Continued on page 3...
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Continued from page 2.
salaries at the level the current
CAO receives as it is putting an
undue strain on the taxpayers.
We can’t afford to make it difficult for businesses to establish
or grow in the municipality and
last, but certainly not least, that
there needs to be transparency
and accountability in how the
town operates. The awarding of
single source contracts or the
use of consultants where there
should not be a need and arbitrary decisions on future developments are indications that
Council is not driving the Town
to explore and evaluate more
fiscally responsible alternatives.
I would be so happy if the
Mayor and the Acting CAO
jumped to the barricades every
time there is an assault on the
taxpayer’s money with the vigour they did in trying to deflect
what really was a case of semantics and not really a variance in the truth.
Regards
Cliff Williams
I believe the by-law officers in
Georgina responsible for ticketing illegally parked cars along
our beaches have overstepped
their jurisdiction. They have
been putting parking tickets on
vehicles that are parked on private property in the Bonnie
Park area.
While there are a limited number of legal parking spaces for
Bonnie Park visitors, there is a
block of vacant land adjacent to
the park that does not belong to

the Town. On busy weekends
this summer, I watched the
Town's by-laws officers ticket
the cars that were parked on
this privately-held piece of
land.
So, to my way of thinking, everyone who rightfully received a
parking ticket for illegally parking at Bonnie Park should be
able to contest their tickets because the by-laws officers
would not be able to determine
if they were the ones legally
parked on the private lot or
illegally parked somewhere
else.
The moral of this story is, bylaws officers should read up on
where their jurisdiction begins
and where it ends.
Larry Rudd
Jackson's Point
We have been living in Georgina for about 14 years now ...
OK, we are newbies by some
standards ... lots of good people
here ... friendly and respectful
of each other. To me the reason
for this is the small town atmosphere ... and I don’t mean
that in a bad way at all ... one of
my first encounters with this
“atmosphere” was going to the
bank. I was maybe 15 ft from
the door and there was a person
who I had never seen before,
holding the door for me! Wow,
in the city they might have let it
slam on your fingers. I was
surprised and then after thinking about it there was a reason,
we might meet again and they
wanted to be friendly and
Continued on page 4...
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Continued from page 3.
polite. I have found that by and
large the majority of people
young and old are respectful of
each other. It’s a nice place to
live and grow up or grow old.
Yes, the place is changing..
When we moved here Georgina
may have had 14,000 souls.
Now what are we pushing
35,000 plus and growing.
Our elected officials, the Mayor
and councillors do a pretty good
job for us overall, but the fly in
the ointment is the administrative branch of the Town. It
seems there is a dysfunctional
link here. Maybe the admin side
does not realize the reputation it
has built and is building with the
citizens of the area. They feel
frustrated in their dealings with
the Town in many cases and
often—try getting a building
permit, good luck. In other cases
things are slow to happen but
eventually might get done—also
a reason why people do things
without permission or permits.
One thing that might help in the
administration of the Town
would be that the condition of
employment by the Town or
appointment to a position, that
the individual(s) must live in the
Town and suffer the consequences of some of the decisions that they make. Hmmm,
interesting concept? The Mayor
and Councillors have to live
here to run for office.
Now we see the Mayor and
councillors at various functions.
When was the last time the administration stepped out from
the shadows of anonymity to
visit in the community?
We have Municipal elections
coming up this fall. Why bother
to vote you say. This is the most
immediate level of government
to affect your life and taxes. If
you don’t like some things that
have happened or planned,
speak out, vote, join the voices
who want to be heard, phone
your councillor or the Mayor,
express your concerns, write
them an e-mail, get involved.
Otherwise, don’t grumble. Your
complacency allows things you
do not necessarily want to happen to do just that—happen.

This is a good place to live, get
involved, protect the things you
like about this Town and let’s
build what the citizens want in a
timely way and with proper preconsultation before a plan is
presented but done so in a respectful way. After all this is
OUR Town and the monies used
are ours held in trust ... not the
Town’s.
John Ecclestone,
Keswick
I would like to reply regarding
the condition of the bike path of
the east side (of Dalton Rd). I
would not like to see a cement
sidewalk which is more likely to
crack and heave in the winter. I
much prefer the asphalt and the
width of it. While it looks like a
patchwork quilt presently, I
think the dark asphalt patches
will fade over time. The bike
path was not perfect prior to the
Memme work, with quite a few
cracks and holes over the years.
You had to be careful walking,
particularly in the evening.
My concern is Frank Sebo's
comment that it is an all purpose
surface. Many people use it walkers, runners, strollers and
carriages with young children, people with walkers and
automatic wheelchairs and some
people who have real walking
impairments. My concern is the
increase of motorized bikes. I
don't know if it is because they
may be electric, but they are
mostly silent coming up behind
you and they expect that pedestrians should move. I never hear
the sound of a horn being blown
to alert others. I have been walking my dog in the evening and
turn to see one of these directly
behind me. They seem to be
going quite quickly. We now
have a rental business in Jackson's Point and have people of
all ages operating them. Do they
have to have a licence? I don't
think so, since some people
look quite young. Are they allowed to operate on the sidewalks or bike paths? I think
they are a great mode of transport, but I would like to know
the rules.
Rose Sheppard, Sutton
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TENNYSON TIDBITS
Congratulations to Pefferlaw
resident Saxon Slark-Oates as
she heads off to Laurentian
University’s four year Midwifery Education Program.
Saxon plans to return after her
education and residency is
completed and open a Pefferlaw-based Midwifery Clinic
serving the needs of Georgina,
Cannington and Georgina Island.

Beginning September 4, any
questions regarding the voters’
list can be answered by contacting the Town of Georgina
Clerks Division at (905) 4764301 or
2018election@georgina.ca
We also want to send belated
birthday wishes out to Brenda
Camplin who celebrated her
birthday on August 14. Hope
you had a great day, Brenda!

Happy belated birthday wishes
to Wanda O’Neill who celebrated her special day with
family and friends on August
14. Cheers, kiddo!

Our hearts and deep condolences go out to the family and
friends of Casey Searle, 25,
who succumbed to her injuries
during a fatal multi-vehicle
collision near Park Rd. on
Residents of the Town of
Georgina have until August 30 Hwy. 48 on Saturday, August
to see if they are on the voters’ 18. Casey was the beloved
list. By logging into the voter daughter of Doug and Mary
Searle and sister to Dawson. A
lookup at
www.voterlookkup.ca eligible Celebration of Life will be
held at Knox United Church in
voters can confirm or update
their electoral information, add Sutton at 1:00 pm on Friday,
an elector name to an address August 24.
and change school support.

When and where to vote
With the adjustments in some
ward boundaries this year,
voters will need to be sure
which ward they are located in
before they head to the polls
on October 22. However, they
will be able to cast their votes
in any one of the 10 Georgina
voting stations on election day.
For voters wanting to do their
civic duty early, there will be
four advance polls—Saturday,
September 29 at Lake Simcoe
Public School, Georgina Ice
Palace, the Civic Centre, Kin
Hall and Morning Glory Public
School—Saturday, October
6, at Lake Simcoe Public
School, Georgina Ice Palace,
Civic Centre, the Link and
Morning Glory Public
School—Saturday, October
13 at Lake Simcoe Public
School, Georgina Ice Palace,
The ROC Chalet, the Link and
Morning Glory Public
School—Thursday, October
18 at Lake Simcoe Public

School, Georgina Ice Palace,
the ROC Chalet, the Link and
Pefferlaw Lions Hall.
On voting day, even though
each ward will have two voting
locations, voters can mark their
ballot at any one of the following Georgina polling stations:
Lake Simcoe Public School
and Jersey Public School in
Ward 1; W.J. Watson Public
School and the Georgina Ice
Palace in Ward 2; The ROC
Chalet and Lakeside Public
School in Ward 3; Sutton Public School and the Link in
Ward 4; and Morning Glory
Public School and Udora Community Hall in Ward 5.
The locations for the polls are
the responsibility of the Town
Clerk and not council.
Voters in Pefferlaw will want
to take note of the change from
the traditional polling station at
the Pefferlaw Lions Hall to
Morning Glory Public School
on voting day.

279
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Another court order to stop illegal
fill dumping
A third court order, requested
by the Town of Georgina, was
issued on August 9, 2018 to
prevent all fill from being imported onto 6017 Smith Blvd.
in Baldwin.
On July 26, 2018, the editor of
the Georgina Post read a press
release from Easton Pharmaceuticals which stated the following… ”Easton Pharmaceuticals Inc. is please to announce that the Georgina
property owned by its joint
venture partner, 1124123 Ontario Limited (also known as
Alliance Group) resumes operations again, as of today,
Thursday, July 26, 2018.”
A call was placed to Harold
Lenters at the Town of Georgina for a response and he
requested a copy of the release
which was subsequently
passed on to the Town’s solicitor.
At a council meeting on
Wednesday, August 15, the
Town of Georgina announced
that it had received the Court
Order from the Ontario Superior Court of Justice and the
order also permitted the Town
to post a warning sign to
truckers that no fill is allowed
on the property.
In addition, the August 9 court
order reinforced an earlier
order granting permission for
the Town to remove “all fill”
that was in contravention of
the order and the Town’s site

alteration by-law.
According to a press release
from the Town of Georgina,
the removal process has
started and will continue until
all of the illegal fill has been
removed. Costs to the Town
for removal of the fill will be
billed back to the landowner.
But now, the Town is in the
position of finding a legal fill
operation for the material they
are removing.
“As you know, based on what
has been going on here, that
won’t be easy,” Mr. Lenters
said.
It is estimated there is approximately 4,000 cu. metres of fill
that needs to be removed requiring between 300 to 400
truck loads.
Mr. Lenters said it would be
difficult to estimate the actual
cost for its removal due to
some unknowns.
It could cost anywhere between $100 and $1,000 per
truck load depending on the
quality of the fill and where it
needs to be transported, he
said.
The issue of fill operations at
6017 Smith Blvd. has been
ongoing for years. Neighbouring property owners at Audubon Acres spoke out against
any importation of fill in 2014
due to concerns over well contamination when the thenowner attempted to rehabilitate a former aggregate pit.
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Steering committees will oversee
new MURC and Civic Centre projects
With the sudden departure of
Marc Pourvahidi on June 4,
Council has decided to fill the
void with two new project
steering committees to provide
the necessary oversight structure required to ensure the successful and timely delivery of
the MURC and proposed new
Civic Centre.
Mr. Pourvahidi was hired in
March 2018 as the Executive
Director in charge of Special
Capital Initiatives which included managing the construction of the Multi-Use Recreational Complex (MURC) and
the proposed new Civic Centre.
He left the Town’s employ on
June 4.
The Town recently issued two
requests for proposals—one for
the MURC and one for the
Civic Centre—to find a project
management firm(s) willing to
facilitate the design and construction of both projects.

The steering committees, each
made up of key senior staff and
two members of council each,
will provide on-going direction
and management of the design
and construction activities. A
designated Town representative
will work with the Project
Manager for each project.
The MURC is a $30 million
plus project approved for construction in 2020. The 75,279
sq. ft. facility will sit on 17
acres (7 hectares) of land in
south Keswick along Woodbine
Ave. and includes a pool, elevated walking track, gymnasium and amenities and a library.
The proposed new 45,173 sq.
ft. Civic Centre will replace the
current building and is expected
to cost approximately $25 million. It is expected to take two
years to build with an expected
completion date in 2021.

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

8

“Women in Agriculture” theme of 163rd edition of Sutton Fair & Horse Show
Congratulations to the organizers and volunteers who worked tirelessly to showcase the
Sutton Fair and Horse Show for four days
from August 9 to 12. Hundreds of ribbons
and prizes for everything from flowers to fair
ambassadors were handed out.
(Photos: 1) Julia Gobio, 12, a student at Our

Lady of the Lake captured the Junior Fair
Ambassador crown.
2) Trent University student Emma Somerville
was chosen the Senior Fair Ambassador at
the Thursday evening competition.
3) Patrons paid $1.63 for a hamburger and
hot dog cooked and served at the Georgina

1

2

3

4

Council BBQ. Smiling and ready to serve are
(R to L) Charlene Biggerstaff, Dave Neeson,
Naomi Davison, Dave Harding, Dan Fellini
and Frank Sebo.
4) Jackson Gilmore and Brayden Young, two
entrants in the 4-6 month boys baby show
class ignore the judges as they babble away.
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The “Women in Agriculture” theme of the fair this year was well
represented as women and young girls of all ages participated in
the many livestock events. .
Photos: 1) These two calves don’t know who they are dealing with
as two young 4H girls get a strong grip on their entries in the Novice Showmanship show ring.
2) L to R. Amanda Grant, Beck Vissers and Laura Gratrix line
their sheep entries up in preparation for the judging.
3) Horses Marshall and Rebel dig in to pull a stone boat the farthest distance during the Light Weight Horse Pulls.
4) Twenty kids aged 4-8 entertained the crowds and had a lot of
fun on Friday night during the Power Wheels smash-up derby.
5) Nineteen cars driven by local derby enthusiasts careened
around a dirt track for 10 laps in the Demolition Cross event. Car
94 takes a hard landing over one of the two jumps on the course.
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Painted Perch Festival—where art meets Lake Simcoe’s fishing heritage
Photos Top (L to R):
1. Public judges,
2. Forbidden Ink,
3. Frank Sebo,
4. Nancy Banks.
Photos Bottom
(L to R):
1. Susanna Watson,
2. Haley Marfleet,
3. Carson Harper,
4. Meredith Nicolai,
5. Susan Watson.

By Steve Jacobson,
Chairperson
The 7TH Annual Jackson’s Point Painted
Perch Festival was a huge success. Over
400 people voted on our entries and an
estimated 600 people came through the
parkette. We had 40 Adult, 80 Youth, and
10 Business entries.
We could not have done it without the support of you, our artists. Whether you purchased a perch for yourself, your children,

your grandchildren, or other family member, your entry is what made the day so
special. The talent and creativity that you
exhibited was exceptional.
Here is the list of this year’s winners:
Adult painted: 1stSusanna Watson;
2ndAlice Berger; 3rdAlice Berger.
Adult 3D:1stNancy Banks; 2ndSusanna
Watson; 3rdSpence Webster.
Kids -6: 1stCarson Harper; 2ndJake Gates;
3rdLeeklan Kowalenko.
Kids 7-11:
1stMeredith Nicolai;
2ndLux Revell;
3rdMcKenzie Goddard.
Kids 12-16: 1st Haley Marfleet; 2dBen
Coole; 3rdPiper
Marfleet.
Best Business: Forbidden Ink.
Best Georgina
200: Susanna Watson.
Best Georgina
Council Fish:
Frank Sebo, Ward
4 Councillor.
Winner of the Putting contest (round
for four at the Briars Golf Course):
Serene Casserly.
Winner of the
adult casting contest: Bob Code.
Winner of the kids
casting contest:
Jacob Crawford.
A big thank you to
our partner stores
who helped sell the

fish: Petal Pushers Keswick; Black River
Coffee Sutton;
Georgina Art Centre and Gallery Sutton;
Ride the Wind Rentals Jackson’s Point;
Eustace Pharmasave Jackson’s Point;
Pepperwood Design Jackson’s Point; D.W.
& Sons Bait Shop Jackson’s Point.
A big thank you to our sponsors: The
Town of Georgina Economic Development
Team; Collins Barrow Vaughan;
Edwards Hardware.
A big thank you to all of our prize sponsors: Eustace Pharmasave; Alliance Lube
& Car Care; Jericho Youth Services; Ride
The Wind Rentals; GEM Theatre; Lakeview House Golf; The Briars Golf Club;
Jackson’s Place; Lake Simcoe Arms; The
Chicken Station; D.W. & Sons Bait Shop;
Pepperwood Design; Sobeys; Raam’z
Pizza; The Health Hut; Sutton General
Store; Sutton Home Hardware; Village
Traditions; The ROC; Petal Pushers; Ramada; The Briars Resort & Spa; Georgina
Art Centre; Northern Pine Custom;
Smoochy Poochy.
A big thank you also to our set up and take
down crew: Greg Wallace, Andy Dubrawski, Frank Sebo, Joel Lipchitz, Andrew Sibbald, Jolene Marriner and Michel
Provencal.
On behalf of the Jackson’s Point BIA
Board and members, I thank you for your
support and I hope that you will be with us
in 2019. In fact, I cannot close this letter
without an appeal to any of you who may
be interested in joining our event organizing team for next year’s Painted Perch Festival. If you are interested simply drop us
an email at jacksonspointbia@gmail.com
So once again, thank you all for your support and we look forward to seeing what
you are going to do with next summer’s
entry.
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Hot, dry summer puts a strain on Georgina beaches and parking
ions on how to solve the problems.
Everything from a shuttle service from the
ROC to increased parking fees to residentonly beaches and permanent washroom
facilities to replace port-a-potties have
been suggested. Mr. Roland Peacock suggested creating a beach at the Town-owned
former Reed Farm lakefront property on
Lake Drive.
A Waterfront Recreation Strategy was proposed in the 2017 budget although it was
not approved as part of the 2017 or 2018
approved business plans.
However, due to the constant cry to find
solutions, council agreed to initiate a comprehensive review of Georgina beaches
and parks and produce a report on how to
mitigate the negative experiences at the
This was a common scene at many Georgina beaches this summer as tourists and resibeach.
dents alike jockeyed for an empty parking spot.
Mayor Quirk said frustration levels are
increasing as the population grows and
Tempers rose with the mercury this sumSimcoe lakefront but it seems there are
mer as resident complaints have risen to a never enough to meet the growing demand more people visit from out-of-town.
crescendo in demands for a solution to
of residents and tourists wanting access to “I think we need to take a bigger look at
this and if it requires additional staff reover-crowded beaches, illegal parking,
the lake.
sources and funding then that is something
garbage, unacceptable behaviour and illTo date, by-laws officers have issued
equipped washroom facilities.
2,948 parking tickets in 2018, an increase the next term of council will need to take a
The Town of Georgina has 13 public parks of nearly 600 violations compared to 2017. good hard look at,” said Mayor Quirk.
and beaches along 52 kilometres of Lake
And residents are eager to voice their opin-

Fill in Keswick Business Park
Residents in Keswick along
Woodbine Avenue will start to
notice an increase in truck traffic as earth work is expected to
begin shortly to prepare the
Keswick Business Park for
servicing.
Council approved a total of
300,000 cubic metres of fill to
be brought onto the site near
Woodbine Ave. and Glenwoods Ave. Staff believe close
to 30,000 truck loads of fill
will be required to prepare the
site over a two-year period.
According to a staff report
brought to council on August
15, the elevation of the land
within the Keswick Business
Park is lower than Woodbine
Avenue.
The plan of subdivision encompasses approximately 100
hectares and depending on the
elevation of each industrial
block, the site can facilitate the
amount of fill recommended in
the report, staff said.

The terms of the earth works
agreement with Glenwoods
Gateway Investments is contingent upon the applicant obtaining the necessary permits
from York Region and the
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority and submission of an arborist report to the
Town.
Although the applicant currently does not have a source
for the fill material, imported
soils will be tested as per
Town and Ontario Provincial
standards.
A combination of sediment
control fences, four temporary
storm water management
ponds and temporary swales
are proposed to prevent release
of sediment to the neighbouring properties and nearby water course.
The site will be accessed from
Woodbine Avenue and a mud
mat will be installed at the
entrance to reduce fouling.
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Mossington Wharf plans coming
A request for proposals (RFP)
has been issued by the Town of
Georgina to find a consultant
that will help them implement
a plan for the future of the
Mossington Wharf area.
Acting CAO Dave Reddon,
who has been sitting in for
Georgina’s CAO Winanne
Grant since she has been away
on medical leave since May 1,
told council on August 15 that
the plan will address capital,
operation and maintenance
planning for the Black River
channel, the wharf and all respective assets.
Mr. Reddon said the plan
would provide council with an
immediate and long term economic benefit analysis for the
entire site in addition to immediate and long term plans for
the wharf rehabilitation and the
Black River channel dredging
implementation, disposal and
treatment to suit the public and
the Town’s needs.
Through the RFP, the Town is
also asking the approved bidder
to identify associated potential

parking issues, end user liabilities, the structural integrity of
the wharf and related environmental impacts and the integrity of the Black River associated with navigability, related
control sedimentation and related environmental impacts.
The engineering design and
implementation plan will also
include detailed concept design, engineering reports and
include a public consultation
framework.
On May 9, 2018 the Town received a cheque for $770,000
from Federal Small Craft Harbours which concluded negotiations to transfer ownership
of Mossington Wharf to the
Town.
Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo,
who has led the charge to have
the Black River dredged, said
he has been personally involved in seeing the Mossington Wharf issue resolved since
2002. “I am glad to see that we
are moving forward,” he said.
“I think we are moving in the
right direction.”

Town reviews planning fees
Council has taken note of a
consultant’s report that recommends reviewing planning fees
to achieve full cost recovery to
process various planning applications.
The report examined the
Town’s current fee structure
for services such as zoning and
official plan amendments, minor variances, deeming bylaws, site plans and subdivision plans. The report determined that in some cases, fees
would need to be increased
five fold in order to fully recover staff’s cost of providing
these services.
The consultants, Hemson Consulting Limited, conducted a
benchmark analysis for over
20 planning services across
five York Region municipalities and found, in all cases, that
Georgina’ planning fees are

much lower than the comparator municipalities.
For example, the Hemson report revealed that the full cost
recovery to process a minor
variance application should be
$2,900 compared to the $567
fee Georgina currently
charges.
Prior to making final recommendations to council on a
new planning fee structure,
staff held an Open House on
August 22 to encourage feed
back from the development
industry and the public. Their
comments will be considered
in the study process and the
final recommendations which
will form the basis of a new
planning fee by-law.
The by-law and recommendation from staff will be submitted to council on September
19, 2018. .
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Georgina will wait for more cannabis intel
After learning of the Province’s
recent announcement to permit
on-line and private retailers to
sell marijuana, Georgina council agreed to wait until more
details were available before
making a decision on whether
or not to allow cannabis retailers in Georgina.
The Ontario government’s announcement also provided municipalities with a one-time
chance to opt-out of allowing
retailers to sell cannabis within
its boundaries.
“At this point we just have an
announcement and we haven’t
had a lot of detail on that,” said
Mayor Margaret Quirk. “I think
it is a bigger question at this
point to just saying yes or no.”
Regional Councillor Naomi
Davison said she wants to make
sure that the Town has the authority to control cannabis retailers and where they are located.
“It really does matter to us what
ability we will have to regulate
before we make a decision

about whether or not we want it
in the Town,” she said adding,
“We really need to have the
details before we can responsibly make a decision.”
Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo
agreed that the Town needs to
be “careful” and needs to have
more details before deciding
which way to go. But “just to
say no” would be short-sighted,
he said.
“If it is legal to sell marijuana in
Ontario then to not allow it to
be sold in our municipality, it
drives the purchasers of it from
our municipality to some other
municipality and if they have to
go there to buy that, then they
will go there and buy other
things too,” he said.
Dave Neeson, the councillor for
Ward 3, went on record saying
he was “extremely concerned”
with the province’s decision to
allow sales through private enterprise because of the challenges it places on municipalities.

I was rescued from a grain silo
about three feet in
Not really...but I
diameter.
was the training
A grain rescue
“victim” for memauger was then
bers of the Georplaced inside the
gina Fire Departtube with me and
ment who were
shoved down into
learning how to use
the corn that surequipment that is
rounded me.
designed to free a
Within about 10
victim trapped inminutes, the auside a grain silo.
Immersed in waist
ger had pumped
A grain silo prop
high corn, I wait to
out enough of the
and rescue equipbe ‘rescued’.
grain from inside
ment, provided by
the dam to allow me to free
the Canadian Agriculture
myself and climb out of the
Safety Association, was installed at the Keswick station tube.
Firefighter Tim McRae, the
for two days of training.
The silo was filled with corn training officer for the department, explained that since
kernels (donated by Jim
farming is such a big part of
Lockie of Lockmar Farms)
and as I stepped inside, I was the Georgina community,
firefighters need to be
lowered into the corn up to
equipped and trained for such
my waist until I could no
emergencies.
longer move.
It is expected the department
Four sections of a grain reswill purchase the necessary
cue coffer dam were placed
equipment to perform such
around me until I found myrescues. (Cheers, Karen)
self contained inside a tube
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Six fire departments in northern York Region comprised of Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, King, Newmarket and
Whitchurch-Stouffville were the recipients
of the 2018 E.A. Danby Certificate of
Merit (photo left) sponsored by the Association of Municipal Manager, Clerks and
Treasurers of Ontario.
The award recognizes the N6 for their
Joint Fire Master Planning initiative and
Collaboration and Innovation Report
which has resulted in cost savings of approximately 40 per cent. The collaboration
is also expected to have long-term effects
on operational strategies for the N6 fire
services.
“This creative approach undertaken by the
N6 fire services in developing our individual fire plans proved not only to be cost
saving, but also allowed us to review best
practices among our respective services,”
said Georgina’s Fire Chief, Ron Jenkins.
“This on-going collaborative approach
continues to make each of our services
stronger and more effective.”
The goal of the partnership is to continue
to inspire new ideas through collaboration
and lead to further partnerships, while
ensuring each community’s individual
needs are addressed.
In the top photo, Mayor Margaret Quirk
presents two certificates to Georgina’s
Deputy Fire Chief, Michael Rosario. One
recognizes his education in career development as a Certified Municipal Management Level 3 Fire Suppression professional. The other certificate recognizes
Mr. Rosario as a Fire Service Executive.
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Congratulations to Alice Hawke and her partner Barbara Fors on the opening of their new business Mad
Hattie’s Community at 917 Lake Dr. in Jackson’s
Point. Mad Hattie’s features a community learning
space for various alternative healing methods and
crafting skills. The partners were joined by council
members and other dignitaries during their opening
celebrations on Saturday, August 11.

We’ve heard nothing but positive reports from those
participating in the Field to Table Farm Tours that
took place on Saturday, August 18. The tour featured
11 Georgina farms and was organized to recognize
Georgina’s 200 year farming heritage.
Above, at the Hutchings Farm on Morning Glory Rd.
in Pefferlaw are (left to right): Doug McCulloch, Barbara Munro, Dick Munro, Sandra Hutchings and Debbie McCulloch.

Elm Grove School
SS No. 7—
North Gwillimbury
This one room brick school house
was built in 1881 at the corner of
Old Homestead and Catering Rd.
It was built to accommodate 35
kids in eight grades. There were
two front entrances, the boys on
the right and the girls on the left.
There was no electricity, but there
were four naphtha gas lights hanging from the ceiling that were only
used twice a year—once for the
Christmas concert and the other
for the Municipal election which
gave the kids a holiday.
Heat was a wood stove two feet by
five feet that burned cord wood
and sat at the back of the school
with 50 feet of stove pipes that ran
all the way to the front.
Every morning at 7:00 a.m. the
caretaker would come by horse
and buggy to start the fire. Then he
would return at 4:00 to tidy the
place up.
Drinking water was a hand pump
at the road. There was no cup, you
just put your hand under the spout
and pumped the handle with the
other. The water smelled like rotten eggs, but no one ever had typhoid fever or diphtheria.
We played baseball every day,
weather permitting, even though
there was no catcher’s mitt or ball
screen. Once a year we would go
to the school on Baseline Road for
a tournament. Our transportation
was the teacher’s Model A car.
The whole team would pile in—
some on the running boards and

some on the fenders and away we
would go.
We had to buy all our own school
supplies—the school trustees were
very close with the bucks.
Once a year we got to go to the
dentist—Dr. Learoyd in Sutton.
For us it was a free day to run the
streets in town.
Every year there was a Township
school picnic at Island Grove. The
transportation was Pete Stevenson’s livestock truck. All 35 of us
would stand in the back looking
out over the racks yelling at people
on the street who must have
thought we were crazy.
In the winter, the Trustees thought
we needed more nourishment at
lunch so two of us would take a
pail to the farm next door and
bring back raw milk. We would
put it on the stove to boil. We then
added chocolate syrup one week
and Campbell’s soup the next.
Joe Sheppard was the Truant Officer and he would go through the
attendance sheets to see if anyone
was playing “hooky”. Mrs. Elaine
Cowieson, the music teacher came
for an hour every Friday to see if
we could sing.
Five generations of my family
received our education at this little
school and I would like to see it
preserved for all the tales it could
tell.
If the Town Council would move
it to the Historical Village, they
would then have a building lot to
sell that would pay for the cost of
moving it! Here’s hoping!
Richard Munro
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Coming Events & Announcements
A fundraising Pop Up Shop for Sandgate
Women’s Shelter will be held at 157 High
Street, Sutton on Sat. Aug. 25 from 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 pm. New and gently used
clothing, new backpacks, home décor, etc.
The Lake Simcoe Gardeners will meet at
the Keswick United Church at 7:30 p.m. on
Monday, August 27. Speaker is Michael
Erdman on “Allums—Elegant and Edible”.
Members Fall Flower and Vegetable Show.
On Sat. Sept. 1, Shaw Hardware in Pefferlaw is hosting a BBQ from 12:00 to 3:00
p.m. in support of Shades of Hope Wildlife
Refuge. Shaw will also donate 25 per cent
of all sales on Sept. 1 to the refuge.

gion takes off from the ROC on Sat. Sept. 8 ber 22. The event is free and the Club will
be collecting toys for this year’s toy drive.
at 9:00 am. Call the Town to register.
The Christ Church ACW in Roches Point is The Briars Community Association is hosthosting a Rummage Sale on Sat. Sept. 8
ing a Local Candidates Debate for Ward
from 8:00 a.m. until noon.
4 Councillor at the Link on Sun. Sept. 23
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. All Ward 4 resiThe Briar Hill Cemetery Board invites
dents and ratepayers are welcome. Moderayou to Decoration Day on Sun. Sept 9 at
tor, Karen Wolfe, Publisher of the Geor2:00 p.m. at Briar Hill Cemetery on Black gina Post.
River Rd.
You may want to get your tickets early to
The Georgina Feral Cat Committee will the Georgina Harvest Dinner to be held at
be hosting a fundraising yard and bake sale the Link at 5:30 p.m. on Sat. Sept. 29.
at 204 Parkway Ave. in Keswick from 8:00
am until noon on Sat. Sept 8.
Stop by Zehr’s in Keswick on Sat. September 29 for the Georgina Feral Cat CommitThe 2018 Georgina Terry Fox Run/Walk
tee volunteer fundraising BBQ from 11:00
gets underway at North Gwillimbury Park
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Hamburgers, hot dogs,
on Sun. Sept. 16 at 8:30 a.m. (Run at 10:00
pop and water. Help a cat in need.
a.m.) Honour those who have fought and
those that fight cancer. Volunteers needed.
CLASSIFIED ADS
Contact Laurie at (905) 722-5921.

Georgina Pins and Needles will meet on
Tuesday, September 4 from 7:00 to 9:00
p.m. at Knox United Church in Sutton. This
is the first meeting of the new season. Knitters, crocheters, quilters, sewers, etc. Bring
a piece of your work for show and tell.
The Chippewas of Georgina Island will
Knox United Church in Sutton is hosting host the 2018 Pow Wow at Sibbald Point
Provincial Park on Sat. and Sun. Sept. 22
a lunch, fashion show and sale on Thurs.
and 23. Vendors, food and crafts. Grand
Sept. 6 from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. Featuring
Entry at noon.
fashions by Northern Reflections and
Shirley’s Gems. Call (905) 476-4445.
The Georgina Charity Motorcycle Ride
and Poker Run benefitting the Sutton Le-

The Optimist Club of Keswick is launching
the 2018 Christmas Toy Drive with a
Vendor and Craft Show from 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. at the Link on Saturday, Septem-

DRIVERS WANTED—Routes is looking
for drivers to assist their clients in
meeting their transportation needs.
Please call (905) 722-4616.
FOR SALE— Large modern office
desks, chairs, 5 drawer and 2 drawer
filing cabinets. Call Doug (705) 4374898.

