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New Pefferlaw Fire Hall will be a “unique” blend of new functionality and heritage design

Current and past members of the Georgina
Fire Department, joined by members of
council, staff and the Pefferlaw Lions,
were on hand to break ground for the new
Pefferlaw Fire Station on Wednesday, July
25.
The new 10,690 sq. ft. station, which has a
budget of $3.74 million, will incorporate
the use of the heritage Cooke’s United
Church both in function and design.
Georgina Fire Chief Ron Jenkins said the
new station will offer new and larger apparatus bays, gear and training rooms, diesel
exhaust removal technology and a rain

water harvesting system for filling and
washing equipment.
“The new station will be much more than a
building to house staff and equipment,” he
said. “It will serve as a symbol of safety
and security not only for the community of
Pefferlaw but the residents and visitors to
the town of Georgina.”
In her remarks during the ceremony,
Mayor Margaret Quirk acknowledged the
contribution of the Pefferlaw Lions as the
first Pefferlaw volunteer fire department
and the service club that built the current
station in 1960. She also thanked the com-

munity for standing firm on their desire to
save the church. “We were a little hasty in
our decision to demolish it,” she said adding, “This new fire station, which will incorporate the former Cooke’s United
Church, will allow us to continue to provide a high level of service to Pefferlaw
and the surrounding area,” she said.
BECC Construction has been given the
contract to build the station and completion is set for the summer of 2019.
The equipment and trucks from the old
station have been relocated to the Have
Bus Will Travel facility on Pefferlaw Rd.
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Editorial and Letters to the Editor

279

Over 15 Years Experience

• NEW!!! Reflexology

A number of years ago when the
idea was first floated to elect a
regional chair by popular vote in
York Region, I called then Regional Councillor for Georgina
Danny Wheeler, and asked him
for his thoughts.
“I think it’s a bad idea for Georgina,” he said. He went on to explain that with the majority of
popular votes located in the southern York Region municipalities
such as Markham and Richmond
Hill, it would be difficult for anyone in the north to ever win the
seat.
Chances are, he was right.
So when I heard the news that
Doug Ford would introduce legislation to bring back the old system
upon which to select a Regional
Chair for York Region, I remembered my conversation with Mr.
Wheeler.
This conversation also focused on
the cost of running a region-wide
campaign for Regional Chair. It
was made clear to me that because
York Region was such a huge
constituency it fell far beyond the
financial means of many local
politicians to fund a campaign.
And yet, another politician in
Georgina mentioned perhaps
some of the only people with the
financial resources to fund such a
campaign, could be a developer.
I suspect that is also true.
By going back to the previous
way of doing things, York’s Regional Chair will be selected by
the 20 council members that are
made up of municipal mayors and
regional councillors. The job of
Chair, like other municipal political positions, is a four year term
and any Canadian citizen, over the
age of 18 who owns property in
York Region can run as long as
they are nominated and seconded
by a member of regional council.
The first order of business on the
first Thursday in December will
be the selection of York’s new
Regional Chair.
Karen Wolfe,
Editor.
Re: Frank Sebo July 24 letter
Regarding the wharf at Mossington Bridge. I am in full agreement
with your comments of rehabilitation of the river mouth. His as-

sessment of why the silt builds up
is correct due to the loss of the
pilings on the west side. A very
good example would be the
mouth of the Pefferlaw River
where conditions are the same and
it has been corrected by dredging
and installing armour stone. This
may also be a great solution for
the Mossington Wharf.
I am a fourth generation resident
of Georgina and as a young boy
we enjoyed the Mossington Park
area and I remember cottagers and
aboriginals coming up to the Sutton Dam where there was a new
wharf to do shopping and take in
attractions.
We have no boat launch for small
crafts in Sutton which could be
incorporated and installed by the
old Grist Mill. This would give
residents of the Sutton and Jackson’s Point area the freedom to go
boating if they desired. We used
to leave there and go all the way
to the Sand Islands for a Sunday
picnic. I know we can’t bring
back history, however a lot of
young people and families are
looking for opportunities to enjoy
the lake.
Roger Boadway
Dear Karen,
According to the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, to improve the water
quality of Lake Simcoe (e.g., reduction of weeds and algae
blooms) and to protect our cold
water fishery (e.g., lake trout and
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Letters to the Editor continued...
whitefish) Lake Simcoe’s annual
phosphorus loading must be reduced by 40% to 44 tonnes per
year (Meeting of the minds – July
24).
Lake Simcoe Watch will be asking this year’s municipal election
candidates if they believe that the
municipalities in the Lake Simcoe
watershed should work with the
Conservation Authority and the
Government of Ontario to develop
and implement a plan to reduce
Lake Simcoe’s phosphorus loadings to 44 tonnes per year by
2026.
Yours sincerely,
Jack Gibbons
Lake Simcoe Watch
Attention Editor:
As residents of Georgina and living on the east side of Dalton
Road in Jackson's Point, we are
very glad to see the end of the
Sutton Water Servicing Project. It
has been extremely hard for those
living on the road and stressful too
for those having to travel it daily.
Unless you lived on this street,
you would have no idea of the
noise and the shaking that had
taken place for nearly two years.
There have been times when we
actually had to run and grab the
pictures off the wall.
There are also times when we
have been woken (sometimes
before 7:00 a.m.) to the beeping of
the machinery. This all comes as
part of the project and we accept
it.
What we can't accept it the mess
that has been left on our side of
the road. There are some
neighbours on the street that feel
compensation is in order. We not
asking for that.
What we would like to see is for
the people in charge and especially the Mayor, to take a drive
down Dalton Road and look at
east sidewalk. This project was
undertaken to improve the town,
to move it forward and to welcome new housing developments.
What we now have is a new road
with a new sidewalk on the west
side of the street. The east sidewalk has been forgotten. There is
a bit of sidewalk at Jackson's
Point and a bit towards High
Street. The part in the middle is a
patch job and is a disgrace to the
Town and the whole project. It's

like they've just completed 95 per
cent of the work and let the other
five per cent just drop off. New
residents and those coming to the
Town for a drive or vacation will
wonder who was the idiot who
planned this street - done on one
side and not the other.
The Mayor needs to look at this
mess. We've tried talking to our
council member, Frank Sebo. He
was dismissive and basically said
that the east side was an 'all purpose' side and that there are no
plans to do anything with the sidewalk. To keep it as a patch job
mess may have been the style
back when we were just a cottage
town but after spending millions
to improve and upgrade the road it
is a ridiculous decision. We need
sidewalks on both sides of the
street to properly serve all residents. The way it has been left is
frankly an embarrassment to the
Town and the community.
Kathy and Don Ferraro
Who exactly wants the MURC?
If you go to the Town’s website to
get information about the MURC,
you’ll see it refers to a survey,
wherein 88% of respondents responded favourably to the statement “The Town should consider
developing a Recreation Centre in
the Keswick area with components such as an indoor pool,
arena, gymnasium, walking track,
and/or community room.”
What the Town doesn’t say is that
there were only 338 respondents
to this survey. What the Town
doesn’t mention is that the survey
results are not statistically relevant, that the survey design was
flawed and that there was an over
representation of responses by
young families in Keswick.
No, in order to get these facts, you
have to dig a little deeper, to the
consultant’s report and presentation.
To me, this is the Town picking
and choosing (flawed) information
in order to justify a decision
they’ve already made. If they’re
using this survey as one of the
reasons for moving forward, what
other half-truths are they using for
this and any other issue? To me,
we have a serious problem in this
Town with honesty, transparency
and accountability.
Susan Jagminas
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Tennyson Tidbits
Mary
Bicko, a
longtime
resident
of Pefferlaw
received
family and friends at her
100th birthday party on Saturday, July 28.
Ms. Bicko was always a familiar face at local coffee
shops and was considered by
many, a professional yard
sale patron.
Born in Manitoba on August
8, 1918, Ms. Bicko spent
hours in her senior years driving her iconic gold Cadillac,
to scour yard sales for dolls to
add to her extensive collection.
So saddened to hear of the
sudden passing of Ross
McArthur, 72, on Thursday,

July 26. Ross was a well
known and beloved member
of the Pefferlaw community
and will be sadly missed. Our
sincere condolences go out to
Ross’s wife Verna and his
family. There will a celebration of Life at Becker Funeral
Home in Keswick on Sat.
August 18 from 1:00 pm to
4:00 pm. In memory of Ross,
donations made to the Cardiac Care Unit c/o Southlake
Regional Health Centre
would be appreciated by the
family.
My sincere condolences are
also extended to Anne Guy
and her family on the loss of
her beloved husband, Bill
Guy, 78. Bill passed away on
Sunday, July 8 and was
fondly remembered during
services on July 13 by members of his Pefferlaw Lions
Club family and Pefferlaw
community members. He will
be sadly missed. RIP Bill.

5

Chamber of Commerce celebrates new office

Georgina Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Jennifer Anderson (centre) was joined
by council members, staff and
board members on July 26 to cut
the ribbon and officially open
their new office at the Link.
Ms. Anderson told an assembled
crowd how delighted she was
that the Chamber was finally
able to move from their temporary space at the Link to their
permanent home after months of
delays.
The celebration was marked by
a member BBQ and public Open

House complete with door prizes
and cupcakes.
The Georgina Chamber of Commerce represents nearly 200
local businesses and owners and
supports activities such as advocacy, tourism, networking
events and trade shows, marketing, advertising, a membership
directory and member discounts.
Their new space at the Link provides a member meeting space
and member information centre
together with tourism brochures
and promotional items for sale.

The light grey hue in this photo is actually brown and is
described as a “sediment” spill caused by storm run off.
Mr. Kevin Thompson of
Beaverton submitted this
photo on August 7 with the
following text…
“Another sediment
spill has occurred after the
rainstorm last night with a
couple of brown sediment
plumes in the lake due to
run-off from the Goodyear
Farm.

The plumes are making
their way south along the
eastern shoreline of Lake
Simcoe as a result of the
light north west winds.
The picture shows the
plume travelling in front of
Morrison Avenue in Beaverton. White's Creek is
running clear.”
Anyone at MOEE listening?
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CRTC approves Georgina radio station
Earlier this month, the Canadian Radio-television Telecommunications Commission
(CRTC) approved an application for a broadcasting licence
to operate a new commercial
FM radio station to serve Georgina.
Brothers Ed and Frank Torres,
owners of Skywords Media, a
Markham based radio content
producer with radio stations
operating across Canada, have
proposed the new Georgina
station will broadcast from
Keswick and will be located at
105.5 on the FM dial.
NEW FM, the name proposed
for the station, will provide
local news programming coverage of municipal meetings,
local sports, weather forecasts,
traffic reports, business activities plus the promotion and
coverage of local events.
The news department will also
operate a satellite store front,
news bureau in Beaverton and
the brothers also own the radio

station, CIUX FM in Uxbridge.
According to a brief submitted
with the CRTC application, the
Georgina station will broadcast
a classic hits format drawing
primarily from the hits of the
70s, 80s and 90s with hopes of
building a local audience among
those aged 25-54.
“A community minded station,
NEW FM will entertain but also
inform listeners regularly about
events in the community. From
bake sales to charity barbeques,
from marine reports to commuter updates, NEW FM will
keep listeners up to date with
the latest relevant information
to ease them through the day,”
the brief states.
Mr. Ed Torres told the Georgina
Post that a definite location for
the stations in both Keswick and
Beaverton, have not been determined but once they are up and
running, they will operate 24
hours a day.
It is expected NEW FM will be
operational within a year.

Susan Jagmanis withdraws from the
race for Mayor
Susan Jagminas, the third and
final candidate to enter the
Georgina race for Mayor has
withdrawn her nomination. Ms.
Jagminas said she put her name
forward because she is concerned for the future of Georgina, but has withdrawn because of personal reasons.

"I do plan on following the
campaign closely and making
sure I understand where the
candidates fall on a number of
issues," she said.
Her withdrawal will leave two
candidates on the ballot—Boris
Godzinevski and Margaret
Quirk.

Artrepreneur graduates showcase
their talent at the Link by Denise Roy
Twelve budding artist entrepreneurs presented their businesses
to a full house of interested
supporters during the Artrepreneur York Region Cohort 5
Expo held at the Link on Tuesday, July 31, 2018.
Hosted by the York Region
Arts Council (YRAC) and
founded in 2015, Artrepreneur
is a program designed to equip
independent artists, arts administrators and creative entrepreneurs with vital business skills
needed for success.
For a nominal fee, which is
discounted for YRAC members, each participant undergoes
13 weeks of training, during
which they are given the tools,
resources and coaching needed
to write a successful business
plan and design promotional
materials for their creative ventures.
The July 31 Expo provided the
newest graduates with an outlet
to showcase what they learned.
Artisans, including painters,
printers, textile artists and
more, set up displays of their
work together with examples of
promotional material such as
websites, pamphlets and advertising media.
Karen Watson, one of the cohort graduates and a talented
painter and photographer attributed the program to giving her
the courage needed to pursue
the business side of her art. She
graduates from the program
with a new logo, handouts and
a social media presence, putting

her in a better position to market herself to prospective clients, she said.
Samantha Walsh, another
graduate and the owner and
lead instructor of Paint Date, a
fully mobile art instruction
class, said the program helped
focus her vision and encouraged her to develop a plan that
will grow her business.
She said she particularly enjoyed that the program allowed
her to be social with other artists while learning. Her objective is to be able to operate
Paint Date full-time, exclusively.
This view of social learning
aligns perfectly with the vision
of YRAC, which is the only
York Region-wide nonprofit
charitable arts service organization focused on capacity building, creative place-making and
community engagement in support of artists, arts organizations and creative entrepreneurs.
YRAC believes that by incubating artists of all disciplines in
one program, it fosters collaboration and the sharing of ideas,
tools, tips and best practices,
resulting in a well-rounded understanding of what it takes to
make it as a creative entrepreneur.
By the end of 2018, the Artrepreneur program will have
completed more than ten cohorts in eight communities
throughout York Region.

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com
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Your introduction to the slate of candi
Candidate for Mayor

Candidate for Mayor

The GEORGINA POST

Boris Godzinevski
I've been a resident of Georgina
since 1995--attended Deer Park
and Our Lady of the Lake and
Brock University and majored
in Political Science and History.
My first official job was working in a federal constituency
office and I have worked as a
property manager and in various
fields which included transport,
labour, small business operations, planning events and even
filming.
I founded a film production
company that went on to produce the first and to date only
feature film to be filmed and set
in Georgina and premiered at
the Gem. After suffering a serious sporting injury in 2015 I
obtained financial licenses. I
have noticed how the new
Council was doing things-heavily focused on development
charges--and I could not ignore
the logic and proposals and
found many people shared that
same sentiment.
Long-time residents were getting short-changed and after so
many years of regression of our
roads and beaches, I did not
believe it made sense to dive
into long-term construction projects that would require an increased debt load and inevitably
a substantial tax increase down
the road. Teenage youth are
rather neglected with not near
enough events for them to be
more active. A more active
leadership and balanced insight
is needed. Having experience in
so many fields and being a resident throughout what I see as a
decline in productivity, out of
principle I needed to run.

Margaret Quirk
I have lived in Georgina for
over 35 years and was first
elected as Ward 1 Councillor
the for Keswick area in 1994,
under my former last name,
Jordan. Successful in five
elections, I held that position
until 2010 when I decided not
to see re-election. I always
envisioned a return to politics
and in October 2014, I was
elected Mayor and have spent
the last four years working
hard for Georgina's future.
My successes in the first term
as Mayor, centred around my
dedication to be respectful,
inclusive and committed to
serving the residents of Georgina. I take time to listen and
work together to find solutions
for your concerns.
My decisions are made from
integrity, honesty and based
on experience. I am proud of
the accomplishments of this
Council. We have tackled issues head on and we have
been committed to transparency, accountability and respectful communications.
I provide dedicated proven
leadership!
I am proud to have served as
Mayor and I respectfully ask
for your support to continue to
move Georgina forward.
Visit my website at:
www.quirk4mayor.ca and
checkout my Facebook page
@quirk4mayor or email me at
quirk4mayor@gmail.com or
call me at (905) 722-7813.
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idates running in the upcoming Georgina municipal election...
Candidate for Regional
Councillor

Candidate for Regional
Councillor

Candidate for Regional
Councillor

Candidate for Ward 1

Charlene Biggerstaff
Lee Dale
I am Georgina grown, with
loved ones in all five wards.
We are farmers, professionals
and blue collar workers. I always had two passions, serving my community and learning through doing. This led me
to a career in Specialized
Transportation. I was fortunate
to become successful in the
industry at a young age. Developing infrastructure development targets, coordinating
with communities, police services, contractors and transportation professionals has
allowed me the ability to work
with all levels of Government
and grasp budget implications.
I have been blessed along the
way to be able to volunteer
and advocate on behalf of residents to the town of Georgina,
Region of York and even the
CRTC.
One lesson I have learned is to
listen to the voice of the people. We must listen and react
to the will of residents, advocate on behalf of seniors and
families for responsible use of
your tax dollars and understand the beauty of our location. I like many of you have
been promised much.
I ask that you elect one of
Georgina's sons. So we can
"move Georgina FORWARD
not back.”
My website is:
www.voteleedale.com

Naomi Davison

Rob Grossi

Hello! I’m your current Regional Councillor and Deputy
Mayor and have been for the
past two years. I’ve been a
part of Georgina’s council for
eight years, since being
elected in 2010, serving as
ward 1 Councillor for the
first six.
I’ve lived with my family
here in Georgina since 2000,
and my dad’s family history
dates back to the 1800s in
Sutton. My husband, Stu, is
an elementary teacher here in
Georgina, and we have two
kids, ages 8 and 13. I have
experience working with municipalities since 1989, I have
a BSc in Mathematics and
after a short time in venture
capital, have worked primarily in private education since
attaining my degree.
My focus on council has always been responsible government, planning for the
future, and providing quality
needed services to residents. I’m careful with your
tax dollars, work well with
other council members and
staff and am always available
to listen to residents or help
with issues or concerns.
I’d like to continue working
for you, as your Regional
Councillor and Deputy
Mayor.
www.naomidavison.ca

I have served the residents of
the Town of Georgina for over
20 years (17 of those as your
Mayor). Over that time I have
not only been a leader that has
been instrumental in many of
the improvements throughout
our communities, I have also
given my time freely to many
charitable organizations. When
the 404 opened to Georgina
the Regional Chairman said
“we wouldn’t be standing here
today if it wasn’t for the tenacity and perseverance of Rob
Grossi.” I am the founder and
President of Georgina Cares,
the largest and most successful
charitable organization that
helps kids and those in need in
Georgina. I continue to serve
my community as the host of a
local TV program “Your
Town, Your Call” as well as a
volunteer at many fundraising
events. My financial background and knowledge of how
regional government works is
exactly what the Town of
Georgina needs today. When
my late colleague Danny
Wheeler passed away I believed that his replacement
should never have been appointed.” Our democracy requires an election. My knowledge, leadership, experience
and integrity is needed today
more than ever and that’s why
I have put his name forward as
your Regional Councillor and
Deputy Mayor.

My career history in tourism
and the environment has given
me a strong background with
both multi-million and nonprofit budgets.
In the past 10 years, I have
continued to develop skills in
strategic management, public
relations and facilitation as a
successful multi-award winning local entrepreneur.
Since moving to Georgina
with my husband in 2005, I
began volunteering regularly
and quickly felt a part of the
community.
In March 2017, I started as
Ward 1 Councillor and I promised I would hit the ground
running and I did! I know I
have only started to show my
capacity in this role and I am
ready to continue.
In the next 30 years, Georgina
will undergo several large
multiyear projects, with the
largest growth occurring in
Ward 1.
My attitude is “leave it better
than you found it” and I am
dedicated to ensuring Georgina will benefit from that
approach. I know the value of
getting to know people, the
importance of sharing facts
and the power of gathering
input to be effective in decision making at this level. During the campaign take a look
at my website:
www.charlenebiggerstaff.ca
where I will be sharing informative blogs and let’s talk!
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Continuing your introduction to the Georgina candidates running in the
Candidate for Ward 1

Candidate for Ward 1

Glenn Wittenberg

Mike Waddington
A long-time resident of Keswick, I am a successful business leader and passionate
volunteer who is dedicated to
building a better community. I
am involved with several local charitable/non-profit organizations, including: Georgina Cares, Cedar Centre, and
the Georgina Chamber of
Commerce; my philanthropic
efforts led to me being honoured in 2015 by Portraits of
Giving.
A graduate of Conestoga
College’s Aviation program, I
have successfully run CPG
Aerospace, one of York Region’s most awarded companies for the past 12 years.
Recently, CPG was recognized as Newmarket’s 2017
Employer of the Year and
York Region's 2013 Small
Business of the Year.
I am a supporter of integrity,
accountability, and the need
to develop a plan for growth
and development that helps
our community achieve the
highest quality of life possible.
But we can only move forward by working together!
Visit:
www.votewaddington.com
and let me know what issues
are important to you.

My name is Glenn Wittenberg and I'm excited to be
running for Councillor in
Ward 1. A few years ago
my wife and I on a simple
Sunday drive through town
came across a property we
fell in love with at the end
of Glenwoods. Escaping the
hustle and bustle of city life
we built our dream home
and enjoy the cottage country ambience Georgina has
to offer.
After seven years living in
Keswick I have seen some
growth and changes in our
community for both good
and bad. I take this new
challenge to run for councillor to serve the community.
As a local business owner
for the past 20 years, I have
successfully gained experience in building a team,
managing expenditures and
providing exceptional customer service. With strong
community dedication and
with your help I will advocate for the people in maintaining Georgina as a vibrant, safe and prosperous
place to work, live and
play.
I would be happy to discuss
your concerns with you
anytime.
Feel free to email me at
glennwittenberg@hotmail.ca
or you can contact me
through Facebook.

Candidate for Ward 4

Candidate for Ward 4

Wayne Phillips
Laurine and I have made
Georgina our home for the
past 18 years.
My roots range from a
northern Manitoba farming
community to Toronto, with
30 successful years with
IBM/Celestica – from an
entry level position to an
HR executive where I focused on management development and team building.
Using these skills I became
self-employed as an Organizational Effectiveness Consultant, helping small to mid
-size organizations be more
successful by coaching,
counselling and developing
programs to invest in people, our greatest resource.
Community service has always been a passion:
coaching, military reserves,
scouting, Jericho Youth,
Lions, Legion member 30+
years, volunteered for Parade of Lights/town events.
I am a certified ski instructor volunteering with the
Canadian Association for
Disabled Skiing, teaching
adaptive skiing.
I believe in building trust,
leadership and commitment.
Ward 4 needs mature leadership that I will deliver.
Your voice on Council
needs to be heard and above
all, respected. I will be that
voice. Please visit:
waynephillips.ca

Frank Sebo
I am proud to call Georgina's
Ward 4 home. My family lives
in Sutton and we love it here.
I am an active member of the
local business community, have
over twenty years of business
experience, as an owner/
operator of the Sutton General
Store, and am a university and
college graduate.
With a varied work background
and a broad range of interests, I
have business, management,
entrepreneurial and problem
solving skills, excellent communication and interpersonal skills.
I am creative, resourceful, passionate, empathetic and openminded. I work well under pressure.
As your Ward 4 Councillor
(2014-2018), I have brought a
fresh perspective and have been
a respectful, yet strong, voice on
council.
I have served on a number of
important committees and
boards.
It is an honour and a privilege to
serve our community. I am
ready to face the challenges and
embrace the opportunities that
the future holds for Ward 4 and
all of Georgina.
If re-elected, I will continue to
listen, look for consensus and
act on behalf of Ward 4 residents.
Together we truly can make
Georgina an even better place to
live, work and play.
I can be reached at 289-3835393.
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municipal election
Candidate for Ward 4

Pefferlaw Picnic was the hottest ticket in town
We can’t say enough about the contributions of the Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers (PAR) and the Pefferlaw Lions for
the outstanding delivery of the Pefferlaw
Picnic on Monday, August 6. It was hot but
the crowds were delighted with the free
attractions, games and picnic contests for
both kiddies and their families. The Lions
Car Show attracted 148 entries of classic
and antique vehicles. Well done!
Congratulations to the Lions, Garry Harpley
and his team led by Jim Keenan for an extremely delightful day!

Greta Zinck
Hello! My name is Greta Zinck
and I want to be your Ward 4
Councillor.
I have been a resident of Georgina
for the past 21 years and have
been a Ward 4 resident for 10
years.
I decided to run for Town Council
as I know that I can make a difference for the better and am incredibly passionate about helping my
fellow community members.
My 15 years of experience in
municipal government have
provided me the opportunity to
work with residents and local
businesses on a daily basis to
effectively resolve issues and
concerns.
Whether I’m on the campaign
trail or in an elected position, I
will not make any promises that
are unrealistic, but I will make the
promise to work continuously
until we get the results we desire!
I promise to be your voice and to
stand up for what Ward 4 residents and businesses want and
need—for both now and in the
future. I will always listen to
concerns (big or small) and work
diligently to resolve them.
If you have a question, concern,
or would simply like to connect,
please contact me via my
Facebook/Twitter at:
@ThinkZinck2018,
website at www.GretaZinck.ca,
email at GretaZinck@gmail.com
telephone/text at 905-955-4795
and/or in-person.

Nevach Moulton, 9, of Pefferlaw delights
in catching Canadian Tire money inside
the CT Wind Tunnel.
Four year-old Owen Spielmacher just kept
on enjoying his watermelon well beyond the
end of the Watermelon Eating contest.

Ten contestants started the hot wing contest
provided by The Shed in Sutton but Todd
Saunders (left), won the contest after suffering through four courses of hot wings. He
was seen later dousing water over his head
trying to cool down.
(Above) Leo Stojanovic, 3, is passionate
about his art as he paints a rock souvenir to
take home. (Right) One of the 148 classic
car entries in the Lions Car Show. (Below)
CN brought their “Little Obie”, a scale
model of a CN locomotive to the picnic to
promote rail safety. It was a huge hit!
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Here, there and back again
By Dave Szollosy
Premier Doug Ford has caused
enormous disruption throughout southern Ontario with his
announcement Friday July 27
that he intends to alter a number of factors mid-way into the
campaign for the October municipal elections. (The Premier’s intentions still have to
be ratified by the Ontario Parliament, but with a large majority government, that should
not prove an obstacle for Premier Ford.)
Of direct impact to voters in
Georgina is the reversal of the
move to elect the chair by atlarge vote throughout the region. Most residents however,
will not notice a difference as
the Chair has never previously
been elected by the residents in
the past. What was referred to
as an “undemocratic process”,
the Regional Chair was elected
by the members of Regional
Council alone (consisting of
the mayors and Regional
Councillors of the York Region municipalities). This was
changed by the Liberal government in 2016, well in advance
of the current elections.
Some regions affected had
lobbied intensively for an
elected Chair, a position often
referred to as the most powerful position in York Region.
Most residents (and even local
Council members) pay little
attention to the regional
agenda, seeing it as a distant
entity. In reality, decisions at
the Regional level have a great
impact on peoples’ lives. Making the Chair accountable to
the voters was seen as a way of
making the position more relevant and democratic by many.
Others however, such as Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie and Region of Peel Council, support Ontario Premier
Doug Ford’s decision to cancel
the planned Peel regional chair
elections, saying it would create a “super mayor”.
Still others, although suspi-

cious of the motives behind the
premier’s move seeing in it the
beginnings of the Doug Ford
agenda to change Ontario into
a less fair, less democratic
province, support having the
Chair elected by their peers as
a popular election would essentially guarantee that the
Chair would always be from
the most populated areas of the
Region, Richmond Hill or
Markham. In addition, campaigning over a Region with a
million voters would cost hundreds of thousands of dollars
and inevitably bring political
party structures into the campaigns which have been typically free from party allegiances.
Despite calls for challenging
some aspects of the Premier’s
Friday announcements, municipalities are under the authority of the province and can
be changed in any way. We
experienced this debate under
the conservative government of
Mike Harris who dictated
amalgamation of municipalities to cerate the new Toronto
mega-city.
What is causing chaos for
many is the timing of the proposal after people have made
changes in life plans. People
have committed, changed jobs,
raised and spent money.
By the cut-off for nominations
at 2:00 p.m., the day of the
announcement, five people had
submitted their nominations
and one had withdrawn.
Mario Racco of Thornhill opposes the change back to an
appointed Chair, stating that
the reversal will not eliminating costs or avoid creating a
new political level. “We already have a Chair with responsibilities, salary, budget,”
he states. “There is no new
position. It will be a wash. One
Chair appointed by a few will
be replaced by the majority
choice of the entire population
affected. There will be the
same voting days, the same
Continued on page 13...
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Here, there and back again
Continued from page 12.
voting place and the same one
ballot.” Mr. Racco will continue to seek a position on Regional Council and the Chair.
On the opposite end of the
spectrum, Wayne Emmerson
of Pefferlaw who had withdrawn from the at large election says he fully supports
changing the election of the
Chair back to Regional Council. “Regional Council sent a
motion to the Liberal Government asking them to keep the
status quo but they decided the
opposite. I have always believed in allowing the Chair be
appointed by the Council.” He

will be running for the position’
At press time no response was
received from former Provincial Liberal cabinet member,
Steven Del Duca of Vaughn,
who had been seen by some as
the front runner and most successful fundraiser.
Business person Judith Tennenbaum will no longer be in
the running. She finds the reversal is contradictory to a democratic system.
Previously declared candidates,
Rajasra Sriskandarajah and
Chevaunne Stewart were unable to be contacted for comment.

Peter Van Loan to retire
In a surprise announcement at
his farm in Sutton, Peter Van
Loan, the Conservative MP for
York Simcoe, told a crowd of
supporters that he will retire
from politics on September 30,
2018.
“One of the most difficult decisions for a Member of Parliament is when to retire. I am
confident that now is that time
for me,” he said. “I am proud
of what I have accomplished
and I have never tired of the
job.”
Mr. Van Loan is returning to
the practice of Municipal and
Planning Law. He will be joining the law firm of Aird Berlis,
as a partner in the area of municipal law.
Mr. Van Loan has represented

the constituency of York Simcoe since 2004 and served in
the Conservative cabinet from
2006 to 2015, including as the
longest-serving Conservative
government House Leader in
Canadian history. He also
served in portfolios including
International Trade, Public
Safety, Intergovernmental Affairs and Sports.
“It is a tremendous honour to
have the opportunity to serve
in the House of Commons but
it is an even greater honour to
be able to represent the people
of York Simcoe,” he said.
It is expected the York Simcoe
PC Riding Association will
prepare for a by-election to
coincide with by-elections in
other electoral districts.
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Sibbald matriarch and patriarch celebrate
birthday and anniversary

John and Barbara Sibbald wedding photo.
Barbara Sibbald

John Sibbald

The Briars Resort Summer House was
filled to capacity on Sunday, July 22 as
300 friends, neighbours and family members came together to offer their best
wishes to the heads of Georgina’s first
family.
John Drinkwater Sibbald III turned 90
years of age, a milestone he shared with
his wife Barbara as the couple also took
the opportunity to celebrate 65 years of
marriage.
It was a memorable affair for both as they
were ceremoniously piped into a marquee
tent filled with well wishers. Speeches
delighted them with long ago stories told
by sons Hugh, Andrew and Peter—and the
couple enjoyed reminiscing with friends
whose lives have touched them over the
years.
Widely known as the owners and operators of the 175 year-old Briar’s Resort

before it was sold last year, their contributions to the Georgina business community
and commitment to conservation have
long been acknowledged by environmentalists and business leaders alike.
John Sibbald has won numerous awards
and received notable distinctions over the
years for his leadership in environmental
and heritage preservation. In 2011 he was
the recipient of the Ontario Lt.-Governor’s
Lifetime Achievement Award for working
to preserve Georgina’s rich heritage. In
2012 he won the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority 2012 George R.
Richardson Conservation Award of Honour.
Few, if any, service clubs and not-forprofit organizations in Georgina have not
been supported by the volunteer efforts
and support of both John and Barbara Sibbald. Congratulations to you both!

Jeff Yedvab was the winner of the
Shaw Pro Hardware in-house raffle
and took home a Squirrel Buster Peanut Plus Feeder by Brome.

Photo left to right: MPP Caroline Mulroney, Ken
Hackenbrook, Ward 5 Councillor Dave Harding,
Mayor Margaret Quirk, Regional Councillor Naomi
Davison, MP Peter Van Loan, Ward 1 Councillor
Charlene Biggerstaff and staff member Ken McAlpine
get set to cut the ribbon and officially open the new
roof over the Pefferlaw Ice Pad and picnic shelter.
The roof was made possible with the support of a
federal Canada 150 grant of $315,000.00. The total
cost of the project was just over $1 million.
The ribbon cutting ceremony was planned to coincide
with the opening of the PAR Pefferlaw Picnic on Saturday, August 6.
Mayor Quirk detailed a number of other amenities
that were part of the project such as updated lighting,
improved equipment access and a larger water tank
to support fire fighting capabilities.
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BBQFest 2018 at the ROC

With more than 60 vendors, booths, entertainment acts, play stations and a classic
car show, the 2018 BBQFest got underway
at the ROC on Saturday, July 28.
(Photos) Above left, Peaceful Hearts volunteers celebrate sponsoring the fully accessible mobile washroom. Above right, MPP

Caroline Mulroney takes aim to throw an
axe at a bulls eye. Right, John Park and his
funny juggling act entertains young and old
inside the chalet.
Below, a view of the charity event which
was held to support Shades of Hope, Jericho Youth Centre and Routes.
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Sutton Fair & Horse Show, Aug 9
to 12, has something for everyone. Midway, petting zoo, horse & livestock competitions, demolition derby & demo cross,
truck & tractor pull, horse pull, home craft
exhibits, aqua dogs show, see the website
www.suttonfair.com for the full schedule.
The Painted Perch Festival will be held
on Sat. August 11. The Jackson’s Point
Parkette will be filled with creative perch
art from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and supported by a variety of vendors and artisans.
The Sutton Legion Ladies Auxilliary is
hosting a yard sale from 9:00 am to 2:00
pm on Sat. Aug. 11. Car wash and BBQ
too.

Zsolt and Joan Chiarandini Tadler. Starts
at 2:00 p.m.

A Georgina Food Pantry fundraiser will
take place at the Keswick Christian
Church on Sunday, August 19 at 2:30 pm
featuring the Black River Male Chorus
The Chippewas of Georgina Island will
and the Baldwin Blend Mixed Chorus and host the 2018 Pow Wow at Sibbald Point
Quartets.
Provincial Park on Sat. and Sun. Sept. 22
and 23. Vendors, food and crafts. Grand
Stop by the Link on Thurs. Aug. 23 at
Entry at noon.
7:00 p.m. for a discussion with Brian
Charles on Wampum Belts. The discus- You may want to get your tickets early to
sion will illuminate how wampum was
the Georgina Harvest Dinner to be held
used to record not only relationships and
at the Link at 5:30 p.m. on Sat. Sept. 29.
treaties between the First Peoples of the
Eastern Woodland but also with settler
CLASSIFIED ADS
societies in Canada.

On Sat. Sept. 1, Shaw Hardware in PefferThe Teddy Bear Fair will be held on Sat. law is hosting a BBQ from 12:00 to 3:00
Aug. 11 at Brooks Farm from 10:00 am to p.m. in support of Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge. Shaw will also donate 25 per
4:00 pm. This annual family-friendly
event is full of games, activities and more. cent of all sales on Sept. 1 to the refuge.
Proceeds go to charity.
Knox United Church in Sutton is hosting
On Sun. Aug. 12 from 4:00 to 6:00 enjoy a lunch, fashion show and sale on Thurs.
Sept. 6 from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. Featuring
Open Garden Sunday at Loretto Maryholme. At 4:30 pm bring a bag for a For- fashions by Northern Reflections and
aging Expedition for Edibles and Medici- Shirley’s Gems. Call (905) 476-4445 to
reserve.
nal Herbs.
The Georgina
Charity Motorcycle
Ride and Poker
Run benefitting the
Sutton Legion takes
off from the ROC on
Grab a lawn chair and enjoy a Movie in
the Parkette in Jackson’s Point on Satur- Sat. Sept. 8 at 9:00
day, August 18. The event, sponsored by am. Call the Town to
the Jackson’s Point BIA starts at 8:30 pm. register.
Keswick Christian Church is sponsoring
Fun in the Sun Kids Camp from Aug. 13
to 17 for kids ages 4 to 12. To register call
Lyse at (905) 476-4548.

Set out for the Georgina Art Gallery on
Sun. Aug. 19 for a Curator’s Talk on gallery artists and meet special guests Tom

at North Gwillimbury Park on Sun. Sept.
16 at 8:30 a.m. (Run at 10:00 a.m.) Honour those who have fought and those that
fight cancer. Volunteers needed. Contact
Laurie at (905) 722-5921.

The 2018 Georgina
Terry Fox Run/
Walk gets underway

FOR RENT—PEFFERLAW 250 acres of
vacant farm land, fenced, suitable for
pasturing or other. Section for outdoor
equipment storage free of oil leaks or
hazardous materials. Looking for serious
inquiries. Call Kia (416) 838-9306
WAVE TAXI is looking for responsible,
outgoing people to drive taxi cabs
and/or provide transportation for
medical appointments. If you are
interested please call 905 252 0208..

