
Vacation homes masquerading as “hotels” are not wanted, residents say 
While the Town of Georgina and its con-
sultant struggle to come up with a by-law 
that would reduce the number of nuisance 
calls caused by rowdy vacationers, 
neighbouring residents were out in force on 
July 11 in hopes of finding a solution to the 
short-term rental accommodation (STRA) 
quagmire.  
The meeting was held to update residents 
on the results of research already conducted 
by consultant Mike Smith who told the au-
dience that at least 109 Georgina STRA 
sites are listed on various internet rental 
sites. He said the “sharing economy”, 
which has ballooned since sites such as Air 
BnB came on-line, has forced other tourist 
destinations to regulate these operations. 
And, after polling the approaches taken by 
other communities, he provided four 
mechanisms Georgina is considering to 
regulate and control STRA sites here: a) 
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Susan Jagminas says she is tired...tired of 
sleepless nights dealing with raucous vaca-
tioners 10 feet from her bedroom door. She 
wants the Town to know how much her life 
and the lives of other Georgina residents 
have been disrupted by short-term rental 
accommodation properties that are being 
used as “party palaces”.  
To show her displeasure and her support to 
ban these establishments, Ms. Jagminas  
Continued on page 7... 

Town tells resident to remove sign opposing vacation rentals 

Ending months of speculation and suspense, 
former mayor Rob Grossi has announced 
that he will run for Regional Councillor for 
the Town of Georgina in the upcoming Octo-
ber municipal election.  
Mr. Grossi spent nearly 20 years as the 
mayor of Georgina prior to losing his seat in 
the last election.  
But now he says concerns over York Re-
gion’s planned Upper York Sewage Solu-
tion, which will discharge 40 million litres of 
treated waste water into Lake Simcoe every 
day, is an issue that deserves a stronger voice 

at the Regional table.  
“The Chippewas of Georgina don’t want it 
and I don’t think the Town of Georgina 
should accept it either,” Mr. Grossi said.  
In announcing his plans to file nomination 
papers before the deadline on July 27, Mr. 
Grossi said he is also concerned about the 
financial future of Georgina with plans in the 
works to build a new Civic Centre.  
“I am concerned about the amount of money 
the current council has spent and is looking 
to spend on things like a new Civic Centre 
and on lawyers and consultants,” he said. 

“Frankly, I don’t know where the money 
will come from.” 
He says the position of Regional Councillor 
should always have been an elected one and 
should have been filled by an election and 
not an appointment after the death of Danny 
Wheeler.  
“This position is key in that it gives the 
Town an important voice at the multi-billion 
dollar Regional Council table,” he said.  
Mr. Grossi will join previously declared can-
didates Naomi Davison and Lee Dale on the 
Regional Councillor ballot this fall.  

Breaking News—Grossi will seek election for Regional Councillor in October  

Official Plan amendment; b) zoning by-law 
amendment; c) licensing by-law; and d) 
increased reporting.  
But for many in the crowd, an outright ban 
on STRAs in residential neighbourhoods 
was the only option.  
Dave Szollosy said 80 per cent of the 

STRAs in Georgina were operating as 
“hotels”.   
“These are corporations,” he said. “They 
are no one’s homes so it is a commercial 
use and they should only operate in a C5 
zone and not a residential zone.”  
Continued on page 12... 
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Re: Wayne Downey Letter to 
the Editor—July 10, 2018.  
Good day Mr. Downey. Thank 
you for sharing your perspec-
tive on Mossington's Wharf. 
From mine, no one is reinvent-
ing the wheel. The wharf is a 
waterfront asset, a landmark 
that has been there for decades, 
providing public access, park-
ing or not, marking the entrance 
to the Black River and to 
Downtown Sutton by boat, and 
providing safe haven to boaters 
off the lake in the  case of in-
clement weather. 
The studies that were done indi-
cated that the wharf was not the 
cause of the building up of sand 
at the mouth of the Black River. 
In fact, the cause is littoral drift. 
It's shallow and sandy all along 
this stretch of shoreline, and it 
was rightly deduced that, if 
anything, the wharf is of some 
benefit to maintaining the chan-
nel. Years ago there was a 
break wall to the west of the 
wharf, which would have fur-
ther helped, but all that is left 
now is 37, or so, submerged 
pilings. 
There was a dance hall at 
Mossington's park and a pub-
licly used beach to the east of 
the wharf. There used to be a 
floating lighthouse and floating 
water ski ramp. Traditionally, 
and up until a few short years 
ago, the area was a very popu-
lar spot, indeed. It has contin-
ued to be, despite the fence that 
was erected by the Federal 
Govt. in 2012 and the unmain-
tained condition of the wharf. 
The Municipality does not have 
any other public access points 
to/from the lake between Jack-
son's Point Harbour and 
Holmes Point Beach in Peffer-
law. 
The resounding benefits to the 
town and ALL of its residents 
and visitors of revitalizing the 
wharf area and maintaining 
public access to the lake and 
river will, of course, come with 
some challenges, but none that 
we will not be able to manage 
and effectively overcome. 
As the Town grows and as we 

continue to recognize Lake 
Simcoe as our most important 
natural asset and further capital-
ize on economic development 
and tourism opportunities that 
exist because of our lake and 
three navigable rivers, retention 
of the wharf as an asset will 
make even more sense. 
Thank you again for taking the 
time to share your thoughts on 
it and I would be more than 
happy to discuss further if you 
like. Perhaps we could meet for 
a coffee, or better yet, we could 
meet at the wharf some evening 
and take in one of the gorgeous 
sunsets that can be viewed 
there. 
Frank Sebo. Ward 4 Councillor 
 
Letter to the Editor 
In the future, wouldn’t it be 
nice to have bicycle lanes and 
walkways along the lakeshore? 
Maybe lookout points with 15 
minute parking for motoring 
tourists and residents to stop 
and enjoy the lake. Presently, 
motorists cannot pull over to  
Continued on page 3... 
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Continued from page 2.  
view the lake without paying 
$25 to park.  
The lake belongs to all of us, 
not the lakeshore residents, nor 
the roads on which a recent 
writer wants controlled traffic. 
I urge the town not to sell any 
lakeshore properties or road 
right-of-ways and purchase 
more whenever possible. Ob-
serve other towns, like Orillia, 
which uses the lakeshore to 
their advantage.  
John Barrett, Pefferlaw  
 
Letter to the Editor  
As a resident of Lake Drive 
East, I am disgusted at the way 
current council is handling the 
reasonable offer by the Lake 
Drive residents to cover all 
costs in establishing ownership 
of the properties. 
These homeowners have main-
tained, improved, and gener-
ally kept the lands in question 
to the current standard that 
visitors along this scenic route 
enjoy. 
 The Town has yet to prove 
that ownership of these lands is 
theirs in order to dictate how 
they are to be allotted, and 
therein lies the unfair issue 
which should be challenged in 
a court of law if necessary. 
Members of council, Mr. 
Frank Sebo and Naomi Davi-
son, are both of the opinion 
that there is value to be had by 
the town in these lands. Where 
was their financial wizardry 
when the property known as 

the Sedore Farm was pur-
chased for $3.1 million dollars 
of hard earned tax payer’s 
money only to be rented out 
for a meager $5,000 a year for 
the next thirty years? 
Who in their right mind would 
purchase a property for $3.1 
million dollars and charge a 
yearly rental amount to cover 
taxes? Our council did just 
that. 
Where is their frugality on the 
money losing ROC. and the 
need to recoup yearly costs for 
this white elephant? Where is 
their concern for making 
money in the decision to build 
the proposed MURC? Where 
is their concern over the salary 
that we are paying town em-
ployees when compared to 
much larger towns? 
What are these members of 
council doing to attract busi-
nesses and industry to Geor-
gina instead of concentrating 
on squeezing more money out 
of an area that pays the highest 
tax rate? 
This would be the “money to 
be made” that these councilors 
have set their sights on. 
I truly hope that these two 
councilors are excluded from 
the next council, and a satis-
factory conclusion is reached 
to this long running dispute of 
ownership. The homeowners 
deserve more respect than ex-
hibited during this exercise in 
frustration. 
Terry Holgate,  
Willow Beach 

Letters to the Editor  



A small group of beach association mem-
bers from Georgina and Brock voicing 
concerns over increasing environmental 
issues in Lake Simcoe, met with represen-
tatives from the Lake Simcoe Region Con-
servation Authority (LSRCA) and political 
leaders of both communities on Monday, 
July 16. 
While the group was collectively looking 
for solutions to degrading beach fronts and 
unprecedented weed growth along shore-
lines, they also asked how various beach 

association members could 
help mitigate the problems. 
Representatives from the 
LSRCA said the dissemina-
tion of protection messages 
was a key component in its 
outreach and offered to pro-
vide association executives 
with prepared pamphlets and 
flyers.  
They also presented the re-
sults of research and moni-
toring activities for Lake 

Simcoe and its 
tributaries and said 
a combination of 
climate change, 
storm water man-
agement, invasive 
species, develop-
ment and phospho-
rous loading all 
contribute to 
changes in water 
quality, fish popula-
tions and weed 
growth.  
Beach Association 
representatives fo-
cused specifically 
on two areas of 
concern along the 
lakefront...Burnie’s 
Creek in the Vir-
ginia Beach area 
and corporate farm-
ing practices just 
north of Beaverton.  
Maureen Woods 
from Beaverton 
asked why bok 
choy farmers in the 
area were allowed 
to take water from 
the lake to irrigate 
their crops and then 
return the water 
back into the lake 
contaminated with 
fertilizers and pesti-
cides.  
Mike Walters, the 
CAO for the 
LSRCA, responded 
by saying the farm-
ers are in compli-
ance with their per-
mits to take water, 
but some are not 
following best prac-

tices. He said the LSRCA has reached out 
to one farmer in the area and suggested a 
water sediment control basin, but to no 
avail. The LSRCA does not have the au-
thority to charge polluters because the 
oversight in this area is with the Ministry 
of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks or Environment Canada. “I don’t 
care who it is. If they give us the power we 
would go out and do it...It is one of those 
areas where the only way you can reach 
some individuals is with the stick,” he said.   
Mr. John Barker from Virginia says he has 
been witnessing dramatic changes to the 
beaches in his area for years and said in-
creased incidents of flooding have raised 
concerns over farm run-off into Burnie’s 
Creek and erosion along its banks which 
has impacted septic systems and trees.  
He said he feels the changes can be attrib-
uted to land alterations made by a farmer 
upstream.  
“He has put in ditches that have increased 
the water coming into Burnie’s Creek,” he 
said. “It is now 24 inches deeper where 
those inflows are coming in. Banks are 
undercut by four feet on both sides and 
trees are falling and septic beds are going 
in.” 
After the meeting Mr. Barker said he was 
encouraged by a promise by LSRCA to 
conduct a site visit in hopes of zeroing in 
on a solution. But he feels the time for 
studies and research is over because it is 
now time to take action.  
“My biggest disappointment was how 
much money is being spent on research, 
studies, collecting of data, amassing the 
data and publishing it. But that's where it 
ends,” he said.  “I asked about Starry 
Stonewort and if they are trying to control, 
reduce impact and prevent it being trans-
ported to other water bodies and the an-
swer was NO...So what's the point of 
spending the money if you’re not going to 
react?” 
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Meeting of the minds 

 

Beach Association members discuss increasing environ-
mental issues with the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority staff and local politicians looking for solutions.  
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.  
 
There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  



Residents of Georgina gathered at Egypt 
Hall on June 28th for a presentation on how 
to be Bear Wise. Sponsored by the Geor-
gina Agricultural Advisory Committee, the 
presentation provided information from the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources on 
the natural habits of bears along with tips 
on how to prevent bear encounters from 
occurring, and what to do if you come 
across a bear near home or in the wild.  
Bears in Georgina 
The most predominant type of bear found 

in North America is the black bear. In 
2014, the last year a bear density analysis 
was performed, it was estimated that there 
were at least nine bears for every one hun-
dred square kilometers in the Georgina 
area.  Since then, it is estimated that the 
local bear population has increased, with 
the prolific availability of forests and field 
crops in our area as the two main contrib-
uting factors to this growth.   
Bears on the Move 
In the Georgina area, late spring marks the 

beginning of a six-
month period of 
activity for black 
bears during which 
male and female 
bears actively for-
age for food. Sum-
mer crops, includ-
ing berries and 
nuts, are an ursine 
favourite. How-
ever, in the ab-
sence of these, 
especially during 
poor crop seasons, 
bears become more 
opportunistic eat-
ers, often attracted 
to the delicious 
scents of house-
hold cooking and 
garbage. Bears 
have a keen sense 
of smell and can 
detect edible aro-
mas from miles 
away, and once a 
bear has identified 
a home or property 
as an easy food 
source, it can be 
very difficult to 
deter them. As 
such, a wise home 
owner is encour-
aged to take the 
following steps to 
avoid advertising 
their home or 
homestead as a 
bear buffet: 
• Keep properties 
clean and free of 
general bear attrac-
tants, like used 
BBQs and house-
hold garbage. 

• Keep family pets, and their food, safely 
indoors.   
• Keep garbage containers clean, regularly 
spraying with bleach or an alternative dis-
infectant.  Also, avoid putting garbage and 
recycling bins out until the morning of 
pick-up. 
Be aware of your surroundings.  
• Avoid wearing headphones that could 
drown out the sounds of bear activity 
nearby.  
Whistle while you walk. Bears are gener-
ally afraid of humans, which means that 
making noise while you hike, like singing 
or humming, can help to warn bears in the 
area to keep clear of your presence.    
What to do if you Encounter a Bear 
A bear encountered in the wild should 
never be approached by people or pets. For 
those who find themselves face to face 
with a bear, here is a list of some steps that 
can be taken for safety: 
• Avert your eyes and back away from the 
bear slowly. 
•Avoid cornering the bear, ensuring it has 
an easy escape route. 
• Make yourself look bigger by waving 
outstretching and waving your arms. 
• Avoid screaming, running, crouching or 
climbing. 
If the bear advances on you, stand your 
ground and make noise by yelling in a 
deep voice or blowing a whistle or air 
horn. 
• Throw objects to try and persuade the 
bear to leave.   
If bears are sighted in the Georgina area, 
residents are encouraged to report it by 
contacting the bear reporting line at 1-866-
514-BEAR. Community reporting will 
contribute to more accurate data regarding 
local bear activity density.   
To help educate kids on local black bears, 
check out this fun and informative Bear 
Wise activity book published by the Minis-
try of Natural Resources.  
Visit  https://
dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
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Being Bear Wise in Georgina... by Denise Roy 

 



There are a lot of influencing 
factors out there pushing the e-
bike and scooter market forward 
at a clip that could outpace the 
product itself.  
Sales of e-bikes and scooters 
have been rising steadily over 
the past 10 years and with 
higher gas prices, concern over 
the environment, improved bat-
tery technology and traffic con-
gestion, consumers are looking 
for a low cost alternative to 
gasoline engines.  
The Ministry of Transportation 
in Ontario defines an e-bike or 
scooter as a vehicle with a mo-
tor that doesn’t  exceed 500 
watts, weighs a total of not 
more than 120 kg and does not 
exceed a maximum speed of 32 
km/hour.  
These vehicles must have two 
independent braking systems, 
pedals plus a permanent label 
from the manufacturer in both 
English and French stating that 
the e-bike conforms to the fed-
eral definition of a power-
assisted bicycle.  
The operator and passenger on 
an e-bike or scooter must wear a 
helmet and be 16 years of age 
or older. No insurance or driv-
ers licence is required.  
E-bikes and scooters also must 
follow the same road rules as a 
bicycle. They are allocated one 
meter of the road flowing with 
traffic. They come equipped 
with signals, lights and mirrors 
just as a motorcycle but do not  
require them. 
Owners can ride an e-bike 
on most roads and highways 

where conventional bikes 
are permitted, with some 
exceptions. 
They are not allowed: 
• on certain provincial con-
trolled access highways, such as 
the 400 series, the Queen Eliza-
beth Way, the Queensway in 
Ottawa or the Kitchener-
Waterloo Expressway 
• on municipal roads, where 
bicycles are banned under mu-
nicipal by-laws such as side-
walks, bike paths, bike trails or 
bicycle lanes. 
The trendy and sleek design and 
of today’s e-bike and scooter 
has ripped a page out of the 
motorcycle designer’s hand-
book and thrown the old moped
-type design in the waste bin. 
Market reports also suggest that 
economic factors and environ-
mental concerns are not the 
only trends causing consumers 
to consider a different mode of 
transportation.  
Aging and retiring baby boom-
ers looking for a more cost ef-
fective way to get around are a 
growing segment of the market. 
The cost of an e-bike or scooter 
can be anywhere between $900 
and $3,000 although the aver-
age is between $1,200 and 
$1,500 according industry 
sources. Costs to recharge the 
batteries can be as little as seven 
cents a day.  
Another emerging market is the 
tourist trade and retailers in 
tourist destinations are now 
offering a complete line of vehi-
cles for visitors wanting to lei-
surely see the sights.  

Gas prices fueling e-bike/scooter sales  

Continued from page 1.  
erected a sign on her front lawn 
stating “Neighbourhoods are for 
Neighbours. Not Vacation Rent-
als.” 
But within two business days of 
putting up the sign she was told 
by the Town to remove it or face 
charges.  
“Can I just say that's the swiftest 
action I've ever seen taken on 
any issue in the Town. If only 
they could respond with that 
type of speed on matters that are 
truly important to residents, like 

the short term rentals, where 
clearly the impact is huge,” she 
said, adding, “I feel like I am 
being unfairly targeted for being 
vocal on this issue to be quite 
honest. The by law is about ad-
vertising…I am not advertis-
ing.”  
Currently the sign joins other 
similar ‘issue-based signs’ such 
as the “Save the North Gwillim-
bury Forest” signs that have 
populated lawns for more than a 
year.  
 

Town asks resident to remove sign  
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Pefferlaw’s Shades of Hope Wildlife Ref-
uge founder Gail Lenters was the guest of 
honour at the 9th Annual Portraits of Giv-
ing reception held at the Link on July 12.  
The award celebrates individuals from 
across nine York Region municipalities 
who exemplify the importance of social 
responsibility and is sponsored by Merk 
Photography and HJ Pfaff Audi.  
Since opening the doors of Shades of Hope 
in 2013, the rehabilitation centre has pro-
vided care to more than 13,000 wounded 
or orphaned wild animals.  

Caring people who have rescued and trans-
ported broken and suffering wildlife to 
Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge for care, 
including firemen, construction workers, 
grandmothers and others, provide an inspi-
ration to Ms. Lenters.   
She says she was always driven to work 
hard and wasted no opportunity. Taught 
from an early age that there is never 
“nothing to do,” she was challenged daily 
to accomplish, learn, and achieve. Ms. 
Lenters also learned that kindness and re-
sponsibility must be considered in every 

decision.  
“Giving back should 
be a natural progres-
sion of maturity. It is 
meaningful, fulfilling, 
rewarding, and some-
thing everyone can 
do,” she said.  
Still working full time 
as the owner of a print 
management com-
pany which allows 
her to support her 
passion, Ms. Lenters 

hopes to eventually retire to devote her 
complete energy to wildlife care. 

Shades of Hope founder recognized for social responsibility 

Gail Lenters (centre) is flanked by her 
sponsors, Mike Waddington (left) and 
Forrest Jones (right), as she cuts the cake 
during a Portraits of Giving reception in 
her honour.  
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Mobi Mat and ramp provide wheelchair access to Lake Simcoe  
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In partnership with the Federal govern-
ment, the Town of Georgina proudly cut 
the ribbon on a number of accessibility 
improvements at De La Salle Park on 
July 21.  
Featured among them is a newly in-
stalled ramp leading down to a Mobi-
Mat, a portable, hard-surface, roll-out 
mat made of recycled plastic bottles. It 
provides accessibility from the bottom 
of the ramp to the water’s edge for bath-
ers (including those requiring wheel-
chairs and similar aids).  
“As a growing community, the Town of 
Georgina is working to create a high 
quality of life for all residents,” said 
Mayor Margaret Quirk. “The Federal 
funding has allowed us to improve a 
popular waterfront park and make it 
more accessible for everyone. In particu-
lar, the installation of the MobiMat, ac-
cessible trails and ramp will ensure that 
people of all abilities can access this 
favourite destination in our Town.” 
In comments made by the Chair of the 
Georgina Accessibility Advisory Com-
mittee, Phyllis Baines, she said of all the 
accessibility improvements made by the 
Town, “this is our crowning glory.”   

Fran Wheeler, Mr. Wheeler’s wife of 49 
years stands on the newly installed Mo-
biMat, a 6.5 foot wide, portable hard 
surface designed to provide access to 
Lake Simcoe for people with wheel-
chairs and other mobility aids.   



The memory of Danny Wheeler, Geor-
gina’s and York Region’s longest serving 
member of council, was immortalized in a 
plaque unveiling ceremony at De La Salle 
park on Saturday, July 21. The plaque rec-
ognizes Mr. Wheeler’s leadership, wisdom 
and passion in making Georgina a more 
inclusive community and was unveiled to 
mark the newly installed accessibility ramp 
and MobiMat which provide wheelchair 
access to Lake Simcoe.   
Mr. Wheeler was confined to a wheelchair 
in 1968 when he was injured in a traffic 
accident on Hwy. 48. His wife of 49 years, 
Fran Wheeler, said “Danny would be so 
happy” to see the accessibility installation 
at the park because “he would never go 
through the sand with his wheelchair.”  
Mr. Wheeler was first elected to Georgina 
council in 1982 as a Ward 4 Councillor 
and became Regional Councillor in 1988.  
He served on 11 consecutive councils until 
his death in 2016 at the age of 69.  
In 2007, he was elected as the Chair of the 
York Regional Police Services Board, a 
position he held until 2012, and was ap-
pointed to the Board of Directors for the 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Au-
thority in 2014.  
During the unveiling ceremony, Mayor 
Quirk said Mr. Wheeler was a great cham-
pion of Georgina whose wit, sense of hu-
mour and vision is greatly missed at the 
council table.  
Guest attending the event included both 
current and past members of council and 
staff, members of York Region council, 
York Regional Police staff, MP Peter Van 

Loan, former MPP Julia Munro, family 
members and friends.  
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Danny Wheeler’s memory honoured at De La Salle 

Photo Right: Mr. Wheeler’s wife Fran, 
stands among the many citations and 
awards presented to her husband during 
his long and distinguished political ca-
reer.  
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Section 28 won’t kick start development  
According to Town council and 
its lawyer, the Section 28 per-
mit issued by the Lake Simcoe 
Region Conservation Authority 
last week doesn’t mean the DG 
Group can start building its 
planned Maple Lake Estate 
(MLE) development.  
Mr. Biggart, the solicitor for the 
Town, said the MLE subdivi-
sion agreement with the Town 
contains a number of restric-
tions on construction which 
must first be satisfied before 
any activity can take place on 
the property.  In addition, the 
Section 28 permit also has a 
number of encumbrances at-
tached to it, he said.  
But those assurances did not 
stop Jack Gibbons from the 
North Gwillimbury Forest Alli-
ance from asking council to 
implement an Interim Control 
By-Law (IBC) to prohibit de-
velopment.   
And, when he tried to blame the 
Town for spending $71,000 on 
lawyers’ fees to promote the 
destruction of the Paradise 
Beach significant wetland at the 
Local Planning Appeal Tribu-
nal (LPAT) hearing last month, 

he was stopped short by Re-
gional Councillor Naomi Davi-
son.  
“The $71,000 was to defend our 
Official Plan which we are 
bound to do. It wasn’t to pro-
mote the destruction of any 
wetland,” she said. “So please 
do not make any accusations 
that are unfounded.”  
In response to the request for an 
ICB, Mr. Biggart said it would 
be “premature” to pass an ICB 
until at least September when 
the LPAT decision is expected.  
Council also heard from local 
resident Christine Legree who 
spoke passionately on why the 
North Gwillimbury Forest 
should be saved and urged them 
to pass the ICB.   
“At this time we have a critical 
opportunity to show leadership 
in conservation of our natural 
heritage,” she said.  
Ward 3 Councillor Dave 
Neeson said if the LPAT deci-
sion goes in favour of the de-
veloper, he will call an emer-
gency meeting of council and 
bring forward a motion to pass 
the ICB.  
 

Continued from page 1.  
He said any solution considered 
by council needs to make the 
distinction between a  
commercial operation and a 
home owner renting out part of 
their official residence.  
Mr. Szollosy said the assump-
tion that residents have to ac-
commodate commercial busi-
nesses that are operating ille-
gally in a residential area is 
flawed.  
“We do not have to accommo-
date these in our town,” he said.  
Many others agreed saying the 
noise and disruption is constant 
and stressful and many resi-
dents are afraid to call the po-
lice for fear of repercussions. 
Others questioned the cost of 
enforcement to the Town and 
pointed out these illegal 

“commercial” operations were 
not paying commercial taxes.  
Susan Jagminas said sugges-
tions offered by the consultant 
to regulate STRAs are not the 
solution.  
“Clearly, you have a lot of peo-
ple here who are not interested 
in regulating these establish-
ments so I really hope that this 
isn’t just a ‘tick off the box’ 
consultation,” she said. “We 
don’t want any of that...and it 
should be principal residences 
only.”  
Mr. Smith said all comments 
would be considered and in-
cluded in a report back to coun-
cil in September. Residents can 
provide comments on a Town 
on-line poll at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/3LB7XRX 

Short-term rental ‘party palaces’ not wanted  



   13 

(Above) The Sutton 
BIA celebrated the 
installation of their 
new Mill Pond foun-
tain on Saturday, 
July 21 during the 
town’s Annual Festi-
val on High street 
extravaganza. Sut-
ton BIA members 
were joined by mem-
bers of town council 
and MP Peter Van 
Loan.  
(Left) One thousand 
and five hundred 
duckies were 
dumped into the 
Black River on Sat-
urday by the Sutton 
Kinettes. The ducks 
represented two 
heats of duck 
races—the first 10 
winners in the first 
race took home $50 
each and the top 
three winners in the 
second race won 
$300, $200 and 
$100 respectively.  

The close-knit community of Egypt came out in 
force to attend the Annual Homecoming event 
on Saturday, July 21. And, although the tradi-
tional camel races are a fan favourite, the line 
ups were long in order to taste one of BBQ chef 
Frank Kay’s free burgers and hot dogs.  

Sutton’s Festival on High draws huge crowds  

Egypt’s camel races always 
a crowd favourite 

Team Zamel Camels jockey Tanner Degeer is 
having a great time as Shannon Slater (front 
left), Abby Bondy (back left), Sierra Degeer 
(back right) and Michele Degeer (front right) 
run to guide their camel to the finish line.  
 
Heat A Champions were:  
Lucas Wilcox, Tim Hopkins, John Harriman, 
Matt Wilcox and Luke Sabath of Team Super 
Heroes. 
 
Heat B Champions were: Lily Firth, Dixie 
Firth, Ashley Dart, Frederick Dart and Grace 
Firth from Team Dixie Chicks.  
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Kitten, anyone? Feral Cat Committee hosts kitten Adopt-a-thon event 

Georgina’s Feral Cat Com-
mittee was at Auntie M’s 
Closet in Keswick on July 14 
with a dozen kittens and 
hopes to see them all in lov-
ing and caring homes.  
The kittens, although born 
feral, have been raised in 
foster care and are domesti-
cated.  
Each kitten has been spayed/
neutered, chipped, vacci-
nated, de-fleaed and de-
wormed.  
The cost of adoption is $200 
for one kitten or $300 for 
two.  

In discussions with members 
of the committee at the event, 
the Feral Cat Committee and 
spend up to $5,000 and more 
on veterinarian bills in one 
month.  
In an effort to raise money, 
the Adopt-a-Thon also fea-
tured a fundraising book sale 
and bake sale. And, although 
not all of the kittens found 
homes that day, at least half 
of them did.  
(Photo L-R) Yasmine Steitich, 
Eva McDowell and Kara 
Bradimore hold some of the 
kittens looking for homes.  

The two-day 17th Annual Purple 
Turtle Art Festival held in a 
meadow at the Briars Resort on 
July 14 and 15, featured 35 local 
and visiting Ontario artists dis-
playing a range of visual artworks.  
As visitors strolled throughout the 
exhibits their senses were blasted 
by colourful and creative works of 

art by painters, potters, photogra-
phers, metal artists, glass artists, 
jewellers, woodworkers and those 
working with other media.  
(Photo right) Jasmine Rutchmann 
from Soul on Fire displays hand 
saws creatively carved using 
welding tools.  
(Bottom left) A display of hand 

crafted pottery by Krista Sweet.  
(Bottom right) Kathy Taylor 
(right) from Kat’s Gallery fame 
returned to Georgina for a visit 
from her new home in Montreal to 
support her friend Darlene 
Winfield (left) who exhibited a 
number of large, colourful land-
scape oil paintings. 

Something for everyone at the Purple Turtle Art Festival  
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I am a fourth generation wa-
ter well driller. My great-
grandfather, Frank Boadway, 
operated the business out of 
Unionville on Hwy #7. At 
the age of 19, my grandfa-
ther, Charles Boadway, came 
to Sutton and started a sub-
sidiary drilling company. He 
built his first house on Dal-
ton Road, which had a wood 
working shop with a stable in 
the bottom. My father Frank 
Boadway, also born in Sut-
ton, joined the business at the 
age of 15. Needless to say I 
had a job from the day I was 
born.  
My parents farmed the open 
acreage with wheat, barley, 
hay and mostly clover. Dad 
and Grampa had developed 
cottage lots at Lake Simcoe, 
built a road a half mile with 
the Township grader and 
gravel from Move Matts Pit 
on Park Road, south of Hwy 
48 on the east side. The road 
and development was called 
Sunset Beach in the early 
1930s. A second road was 
added after the war 1944-45 
called Sunkist Road. I re-

member it being built.  
My Grampa purchased an 
army truck from the war as-
sets of Levi Brothers on 
Weston Road. It was a Chevy 
because I remember the bow 
tie on the grill. He built a 
platform from wood in such 
a way that you loaded it a bit 
heavy at the back, then when 
you tripped it, the load came 
off by itself.  
My father and Granddad 
gravelled the road from Hwy 
48, to the Lake, a half a mile 
by loading the gravel by 
hand with square mouth 
shovels, one on each side of 
the truck and by spring they 
were backing the whole truck 
under the frozen roof of the 
pit.  
In order to get more money 
for the lakefront lots, they 
put sand on the ice so that 
with the spring melt, they 
ended up with a sandy beach. 
The last lot sold on the water 
in 1954 for $775.00, a double 
lot up against Bernie’s 
Creek. 
 
Roger Boadway 

Paul Nichols honoured  

Members of Georgina’s Li-
brary Board and guests hung a 
plaque and named the Keswick 
Library board room ‘The Paul 
Nichols Boardroom’ to honour 
the memory and contributions 
of long-time board member 
and Chair, Paul Nichols.  
In a remarks by Board Chair 
Suzette Leeming, she said 
“We’re here to dedicate this 
room in the Keswick branch of 
the Georgina Public Library as 
the Paul Nicholls Boardroom. 
This is the room in which the 
Georgina Public Library Board 
convenes, in our community’s 
interest, to provide governance 
for our library system. 
I believe that Paul – the Board 
Chair who set the standard of 
integrity that inspires our work 
– would be proud to know that 
we are honouring his memory 
in this way. Every time we 
gather in this room, we will 
deliberate in the same spirit 
that made Paul a great Chair-
person, an outstanding parlia-
mentarian and a mentor to all 
of us who serve on the Library 

Board today.  
Paul believed in libraries and 
the value they provide to our 
community. His lasting legacy 
is the example of ethics and 
professionalism, as well as 
passion and advocacy that he 
modeled for us. Many resi-
dents in Georgina may remem-
ber him for his time served on 
council, for his involvement in 
the Georgina Cares Founda-
tion, Southlake Development 
Futures and many others.  
Today though, we remember 
him for his tireless service for 
our library, for the guidance 
and leadership example he set. 
Today, we honour the legacy 
of Paul Nicholls and we re-
dedicate ourselves every day to 
serve the residents of Geor-
gina, fiscally and responsibly, 
as guardians of freedom of 
information and knowledge, 
with Open Doors and Open 
Minds. May this dedication 
photo remind us of our respon-
sibilities and obligations, and 
our gratitude for the leadership 
he provided.  



The Town of Georgina invites you to a spe-
cial groundbreaking event for the new Pef-
ferlaw Fire Station on Wed. July 25 at 
2:00 pm.  
 
If you are thinking of putting your name in 
the hat to run for election on Town council, 
the deadline for nominations is Friday, July 
27.  
 

Save the Date! The Georgina BBQFest 
kicks off at the ROC on Sat. July 28. Three 
tribute bands, beer tent, sidewalk sale and 
much, much more. $2 entry and all pro-
ceeds go to three charities—Jericho Youth 
Centre, Routes and the Shades of Hope.  
This looks like a lot of fun!!! While you are 
at BBQFest stop by the Shine Through the 
Rain Human Fooseball setup and give it a 
try.  
 
The Georgina Chamber of Commerce in-
vites you to the Grand Opening of the new 
offices at the Link on Thurs. July 26 at 7:00 
pm for ribbon cutting, Open House and 
cake too!   
 
Routes is hosting a Bus Trip to the Gem 
Theatre to see Mamma Mia for the 1:00 
p.m. show. Cost is $3 + admission.  
 
Wilfrid Hall Board is hosting “Country 

Flair” Garden Tour on Sat. July 28 from 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Register at Hall at 
9:00 am on the day for $15.  
 
The Jackson’s Point BIA will continue 
hosting its Music in the Parkette series 
from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm on Saturday, Au-
gust 4.  
  
Come on out to the 40th Anniversary edi-
tion of the Pefferlaw Picnic on Monday, 
August 6. Fun for everyone and it is all 
FREE! Lions Antique Car Show, hot air 
balloon, petting zoo and so much more!  
 
The Sutton Fair & Horse Show, Aug 9 to 
12, has something for everyone. Midway, 
petting zoo, horse & livestock competitions, 
demolition derby & demo cross, truck & 
tractor pull, horse pull, home craft exhibits, 
aqua dogs show, see the website 
www.suttonfair.com for the full schedule.  
 
You better get your perch cut out from the 
Jackson’s Point BIA because the Painted 
Perch Festival is coming up on Sat. August 
11. The Jackson’s Point Parkette will be 
filled with creative perch art from 10:00 am 
to 5:00 pm and supported by a variety of 
vendors and artisans.  
 

The Teddy Bear Fair will be held on Sat. 
Aug. 11 at Brooks Farm from 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm. This annual family-friendly event 
is full of games, activities and more. Pro-
ceeds go to charity.  
 
Keswick Christian Church is sponsoring 
Fun in the Sun Kids Camp from Aug. 13 
to 17 for kids ages 4 to 12. To register call 
Lyse at (905) 476-4548.  
 
Grab a lawn chair and enjoy a Movie in the 
Parkette in Jackson’s Point on Saturday, 
August 18. The event, sponsored by the 
Jackson’s Point BIA starts at 8:30 pm.  
 
A Georgina Food Pantry fundraiser will 
take place at the Keswick Christian Church 
on Sunday, August 19 at 2:30 pm featuring 
the Black River Male Chorus and the Bald-
win Blend Mixed Chorus and Quartets.  
 
 

16 

 Coming Events & Announcements 

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 75mbps-
$39.95/m. No contract, Free installa-
tion, Free wifi modem rental, Unlim-
ited usage. Call (647)– 237-5310. 
www.altimatel.com  

CLASSIFIED ADS 


