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YRP unveil design of new Jackson’s Point Marine Unit facility
Members of York Regional Police (YRP)
were at council on April 25 to update the
Town on the progress of the new Marine
Unit facility and unveil an artistic concept
of the new buildings to be located at Jackson’s Point harbour.
Construction of the $8 million, 8,600 sq. ft.
marine headquarters is expected to be completed by late fall this year and will include
three covered boat slips, meeting and training rooms, office area, garage and storage
facilities. A design/build agreement has
been signed with developer MSR Lalu and
Gillam Group is the contractor for the facility.
According to Bernadette Searle, YRP Manager of Capital Projects, MSR Lalu owns
the channel and waterway leading up to the
marine unit. However, YRP has signed an
agreement for exclusive use of the channel.
The current boat launch, which is located
on YRP property, will be redesigned for
the exclusive use of the YRP marine operations.
Mayor Quirk asked Ms. Searle to explain
why the boat launch, which was available
to the public, would no longer be open for
public use.
“There are specific site limitations that
would not be beneficial for our business,”
Ms. Searle said adding, “That is not to say
that in the future, whatever happens to this
property (the balance of the MSR Lalu

property that fronts on the channel) that there couldn’t be another area for another launch.”
The Town of Georgina has been
exploring opportunities with
MSR Lalu to purchase the balance of the property which
fronts on the channel. However,
Ms. Searle said it is expected
the YRP exclusive right agreement would be transferred and
remain in effect should the remaining property be sold.
In describing the work schedule
going forward, she told council
that measures have been put in
place to secure the site during
the construction phase and that
appropriate signage will be
placed to close off the channel
to recreational boaters both during and after construction.
YRP conducted a full interpretive strategy to recognize the
historical significance of the
site and large panels will be
erected along the outside walls
of the building where historical
images will be exhibited. Interpretive panels explaining the
images will be installed on publically accessible grounds adjacent to the building.

An artist’s concept drawing of the new York Regional
Police Marine Unit building to be constructed at Jackson’s Pt. harbour.

The YRP Marine Unit headquarters will be home to 10
YRP marine staff and serve to accommodate equipment
for the summer fleet, winter fleet and underwater recovery marine unit.
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More election news...

Over 15 Years Experience

• Auto Accidents & Workers’ Compensation

We now have a full slate of candidates running in the upcoming
provincial election and by the
time the writ drops on May 9,
you will start to see election
signs cropping up in sync with
your tulips and daffodils.
Here is a list of the candidates
and the parties they represent (in
alphabetical order):
Loralea Carruthers—The Ontario Liberal Party.
Silviu Druma—The Libertarian
Party of Ontario.
David Loft—The Ontario Trillium Party.
Caroline Mulroney—The Ontario Progressive Conservative
Party.
Dave Szollosy—The Ontario
New Democratic Party.
Alexandra Zalucky—The Green
Party of Ontario.
While the signs you see will
give you a good indication of
who is running for what party,
you will need more than that
before you cast your vote on
June 7.
Rogers TV will be hosting a
debate among all six candidates
on May 22 which will be broadcast repeatedly right up until the
election on June 7. The broadcast will be done in cooperation
with the Georgina Chamber of
Commerce and, while the debate
will not be held in the traditional
public forum format, Rogers is
eager to find out if you have any
questions you would like them
to ask the candidates.
(Send your questions to: Supervising Producer Jim Anderson,
Rogers TV at:
James.Anderson@rci.rogers.com
(Rogers will also televise the
local results on June 7 starting at
8:00 pm).
If you are interested in attending
a public debate, the East Gwillimbury Chamber of Commerce
is hosting an all York Simcoe
candidates meeting from 6:00
pm until 10:00 pm on Thursday,
May 17 at the East Gwillimbury
Sports Complex at 1914B
Mount Albert Road in Sharon.
In my search to become an informed voter—I don’t endorse
or belong to any political
party—I listen to party platforms

and take notice of the personalities who are asking for my
vote—be they a local candidate
and/or the party leader.
As far as the personalities are
concerned, “trust” is a very important benchmark for me but of
course, addressing issues of concern to me must be somewhere
within the party’s platform.
At this point, I must confess that
the track record of my “trust”
benchmark has been disappointing at times and experience has
taught me that my “trust” radar
may be a little out of whack.
But, it is still one of the barometers I use to help me make a
decision.
I remember once sending a letter
with a cheque for $100 to a
party because they promised to
do something that was very important to me. But when they
were elected and broke that
promise, I wrote a letter telling
them I wanted my $100 back.
Yeah, you guessed it—I never
heard from them again.
Who can you trust? That is
something you will need to
judge for yourself. Certainly,
based on past experiences, my
trust antenna might be a little
bent but I’ll spend the next few
weeks trying to straighten it out.
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Great turn out for Discover Georgina
Exhibitors at the Discover
Georgina Show on May 5 and
6 seemed quite happy with the
steady stream of visitors pouring into the Georgina Ice Palace to browse through their
exhibits.
According to Jennifer Anderson, Executive Director of the
Georgina Chamber of Commerce, owner and operator of
the show, Discover Georgina

was well attended as visitors
were attracted to the 48 booths
on display and the 25 exhibitors in the Esty Made in Canada Pop Up Market—a new
feature at the show.
Other activities included seminars, contests, a money machine, iconic cartoon characters
and individual exhibitor promotions.

Discover Georgina exhibit showcased local businesses and service organizations.

The Pop Up Market was a busy venue for 25 local vendors.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Congratulations to Crystal
Pangman of Georgina upon
winning the 2018 Young Adult
York Region Citizen of Character Award on April 25.
Cheers Crystal!

279

Little Jack Noble is turning two
on May 20. Happy Birthday,
Jack!

We also want to wish Ryan
Cole-Cullen a Happy 20th
Birthday on May 21. Cheers,
Our best wishes go out to Doug
Ryan!
and Jean Moore from Pefferlaw
who will celebrate their 60th
A special birthday shout out
wedding anniversary on May
goes to Richard Osborne of
17. Congrats to you both.
Keswick who turned 68 on
May 4. Cheers, Richard.
You are invited to help Grace
Cooper celebrate her 90th
Calling all talented singers! If
birthday at the Belhaven Hall
you are between 13 and 18
on Saturday, May 26 from 1:00 years of age, sign up to comto 3:00 pm. Happy Birthday,
pete in the 14th Annual GeorGrace!
gina Idol competition. Open
auditions will be held on
David Mackie from Jackson’s
Wednesday, July 4 at the
Point was selected in the secStephen Leacock Theatre and
ond round of the CFL draft to
ten finalists will compete to
play for the Calgary Stamwin the grand prize of $1,000 at
peders. Way to go, David!
the Sutton Fair on Sunday, August 12. Contact Tammi RobWe want to give a huge shout
erts at the Town of Georgina
out to a number of our May
birthday friends...Elliott Cullen (905) 476-1475 or email
troberts@georgina.ca
will turn 44 on May 8. Hope
Good luck to all!
you have a great day, Elliott.
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Chief delivers 2017 fire statistics
A very detailed and comprehensive report by Georgina’s
Fire Chief, Ron Jenkins, revealed a six per cent increase
in emergency responses by
Georgina fire crews over 2016
incidents.
In 2016 suppression staff responded to a total 2,146 incidents. That number increased
to 2,267 calls in 2017 and included the CN derailment in
Pefferlaw and two major commercial fires—an auto dealership on Hwy. 48 and an equipment rental business in south
Keswick.

unauthorized burning by residents without a permit.”
The Georgina Fire Department
is staffed with 40 suppression
firefighters, three prevention
officers, a training officer, fire
chief and deputy chief and two
administration staff of which
one is part time. The suppression firefighters are supported
by a crew of up to 60 volunteers.
Throughout the year, staff
conduct public education
events in an effort to increase
awareness around fire safety.
In 2017, the Georgina Fire

In Chief Jenkins’ report to
council on April 25, he highlighted the accomplishments
of the department and the
results of various programs
and plans.
Since the Open Air Burning
By-law was enacted last year
requiring residents to purchase
a permit for $35, Chief Jenkins said fewer permits were
issued in 2017. Approximately
901 permits were issued in
2016 compared to 752 in
2017.
“With the implementation of
our Pen Air Burning By-law
and Annual Burn Permit, there
was a reduction in the number
of complaint calls received,”
he said. “However, there was
an increase in the number of

Department hosted a Junior
Fire Fighter Day, a Fire Ops
101 event, a Junior Fire
Fighter Camp, an Open
House, conducted a live burn
demonstration and participated
in the York Pride Parade.
In addition, fire prevention
staff conducted 426 inspections to ensure compliance
with C02 and smoke alarms.
Chief Jenkins said 2017 also
proved to be a devastating
year for multiple vehicle accidents which resulted in a number of fatalities.
He paid tribute to the Peticca
family who, despite suffering
the loss of a loved one, went
on to organize a fund raising
event that raised over $6,200
for families in need.
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Mosquito program in full swing

It was Mother Nature’s way of telling us we better be prepared as she blew us into Emergency Preparedness Week.
With wind gusts in excess of 100 km it brought down
power lines and electricity was lost in many Georgina
communities—some for more than 24 hours. Various roads
were closed from fallen trees and many homeowners lost
shingles and siding.
Manager of Communications, Tanya Thompson said town
staff, including those in fire, roads and parks, responded to
a number of calls relating to the storm from hydro outages, flying debris from roof-tops, downed power lines and
trees on lines. Crews worked throughout the weekend to
remove debris from the roadway. Complete removal from
the roadside is occurring this week.

The GEORGINA POST

the area after the treatment setWith the nicer weather comes
ting up light traps and conductthe mosquito nuisance.
Since 2008, the Pefferlaw area ing net tests to qualify the suchas been treated annually with a cess of the program.
Ground crews use a liquid forlarvicide mosquito control apmulation of Bti to apply to
plication of Bti (bacillus thuringiensis israelensis), a biologi- ditches and small low lying
areas from a backpack.
cal larvicide that is said to beThe bulk of the 4,908 hectare
come toxic only in the
treatment area (12,128 acres),
stomachs of mosquito larvae.
The mosquito control program which includes Port Bolster in
the north through Pefferlaw to
is delivered by GDG Environment, a specialist in the biologi- Udora in the south, is applied
via helicopter which drops corn
cal control of biting insects.
Traditionally, the program guar- granules coated with a powantees a 95 to 100 per mortality dered version of the larvicide.
rate. However, with the
amount of standing water still
4th
in low lying areas coupled
3rd
with the fact that the program
is two weeks later than usual,
the success of the program
2nd
won’t be known until June.
According to Mark Ardis, a
Scientific Advisor for GDG,
staff were in Georgina last
1st
week doing inspections and
testing for the presence of
mosquito larvae and monitoring their development.
A photo showing the four in-star
He said the results of the
stages of larvae development
monitoring program revealed prior to the emergence of adult
that the majority of larvae
mosquitoes.
were in the second and third in
-star of development—the opti- The balance is treated manually
with a backpack.
mum opportunity for the Bti
Area residents are given an opapplication.
portunity to opt out of the pro“We are aiming for a 100 per
gram prior to treatment but
cent larvae mortality,” Mr.
Town spokesman, David ScherArdis said adding, the drift of
barth said opt out numbers have
mosquito populations coming
from untreated areas can affect continued to decline and more
adult population numbers in the than 90 per cent of the target
area will be treated this year.
treated areas. Crews will be in

GDG staff treating mosquito breeding grounds in knee-deep
standing water located in Woodlands subdivision in Pefferlaw.
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Recreation fees to increase two per cent
Council approved in principle a
recommendation by recreation
and culture staff to increase annual user fees by two per cent
for adults and three per cent for
youth across various recreational
activities.
Sporting field fees, artificial turf,
tennis, beach volleyball, arena
ice rates and floor rates will all
be subject to the annual increases up to 2022.
The increases will also apply to
the usage of halls, meeting
rooms, parks, kitchen usage,
Stephen Leacock Centre and the
Georgina Pioneer Village.
According to the report tabled at
council on May 2, the two per
cent increases are necessary to
maintain market value and cost
recovery. The three per cent
increase for youth users is designed to narrow a growing gap
between adult fees due to a
freeze of youth fees implemented in 2016.
“Staff therefore recommend that
the youth rates increase by three

per cent annually while the adult
rate increases by two per cent
annually for the proposed term
in order to mitigate the differential or ‘gap’ for fields,” the report states.
Staff recommended the rates for
the Sutton pool, the ROC and
storage and waterfront parking
rates remain the same. They
suggested current fees are in
keeping with other municipal
comparators and believe revenues in some areas can be increased through volume.
A comparison of fees with other
municipalities demonstrated that
Georgina’s user fees in some
areas were either on par, lower
in some cases and higher in others.
It was also noted that the average household income in Georgina is the lowest among the
northern six municipalities.
Staff was directed to meet with
impacted user groups and report
back to council with feedback
prior to final approvals.
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Clear Water Farm expansion requires a
longer lease and more land
Council has asked staff to return with a report that details
the implications and benefits of
a request by the Ontario Water
Centre (OWC) to extend its
current lease on the ClearWater
Farm property which will also
include additional lands.
Currently the ClearWater Farm,
located on Lake Drive in Willow Beach, occupies 14 of 31
acres purchased by the Town of
Georgina in 2012 for $3.2 million.
The ClearWater Farm is in its
third year of a five year term
lease agreement which is renewable every five years for 20
years.
The Ontario Water Centre has
requested a 30 year lease without the five year renewable
clause and has put forward
plans to expand the Clear Water
Farm operations that will also
require an additional 10 acres
of property.
According to a report submitted
to council on April 25 by Karyn
Stone, the Manager of Economic Development, the ClearWater Farm is working with a
regional greenhouse specialist
to erect a commercial greenhouse operation on the farm
and the potential for this project
and other expansion plans is
dependent upon the resolution
of the amended lease agreement, the report says.
Additionally, the ClearWater
Farm has been collaborating
with the Georgina Arts Centre
and the Chippewas of Georgina
Island to explore the opportunity for a new art centre complex on the property.
In an effort to support its mandate to provide in-place-based
education for young people, the
Ontario Water Centre is proposing to install low-cost dormitory accommodation using
“shipping container technology” and construct a support
facility to accommodate its
growing educational programming.

The current lease agreement
requires the OWC to pay the
taxes on the property and pay
for all improvements. It also
identifies a number of key performance indicators which the
OWC must deliver in order to
remain on the property. These
include spin-off economic
benefits to the town and a
specified number of employment jobs at the Centre.
Should the expansion plans be
realized within five years, the
report says the economic impact to the town will collectively generate an estimated
annual incremental Gross Domestic Product benefit valued at
$20 million over a 20 year period.
In Ms. Stone’s remarks to council she said the Town has not
received any tax payments from
the OWC covering the three
years of occupancy due to the
fact that MPAC has not completed its assessment of the
property. However, monthly
payments of $1,500 will begin
in June with further arrangements forthcoming pending the
MPAC assessments.
In consideration of the OWC
request, Mayor Quirk said the
next report to council should
clearly and transparently identify the key performance measurements and any risks to the
Town. She specifically highlighted concerns over future
possible prospects for the property.
“If we want to sell the property
or use it for another use, what is
the out clause in terms of terminating the lease, either for cause
because they haven’t performed
or because we desire to get out
for whatever reason?” she
asked. “I want to know what
the risks are and how we are
going to mitigate those risks.”
Council approved a recommendation to have staff prepare the
requested amendments in a
lease that will be returned to
council for consideration.

Town implements ICI development process
In an effort to improve Georgina’s lagging industrial, commercial and institutional (ICI)
economic sector, council approved a ‘business class’ program for the processing of nonresidential development applications and inquiries.
Currently, all inquiries and development applications are
processed in the same manner—on a “first-come-firstserved” basis.
According to a May 2 report to
council, the new program is
intended to ensure that the ICI
sector is assigned the highest
priority during the development
process.
“This is a shift in current practice in that the Town would be
moving towards prioritizing
those applications that have the
greatest potential to create employment and increase the nonresidential tax base,” the report
states.
The business class program will
be set up in two phases. Phase 1

will include real time/
immediate response to drop-in
counter inquiries with a three
business day response time for
the provision of detailed information. This phase is also expected to expedite the process
by scheduling preliminary
meetings with potential investors and key staff within five
business days.
Phase 2 will result in a single
point of contact at the Town, an
expedited processing of inquiries and approvals within legislative requirements, the creation
of a Development Review
Team and the introduction of a
financial incentive program.
According to Karyn Stone,
Manager of Economic Development, staff anticipate reporting back to council in the fall
on Phase 1 and with the assumption of a successful trial
period, staff will commence
Phase 2 of the business class
program,
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Sofee Newton at the Keswick Library showcases
the various comic books that were handed out
free to young patrons who signed out a book on
Saturday, May 5.

Zena, a 10 year-old husky-shepherd mix, was the
star attraction at the May 2 council meeting when
staff at the animal shelter and council members
gathered in an appeal to find her a new home.
Zena has been at the shelter for four weeks since
being found abandoned.
According to shelter staff, Zena does well with
cats and other dogs but has been overlooked because of her age “but she is a wonderful little
love bug.” To discuss adopting Zena call the
Georgina Animal Shelter 1 800-898-8606.

It was a gorgeous day for the Pefferlaw River Canoe Run on Saturday, May 5
when 132 paddlers in 89 vessels made the 14 km. trek down the Pefferlaw
River from Zephyr to the dam in Pefferlaw. The event, which costs $20 per
paddler, raised $3,300 to support the Udora Leaskdale Lions Club.
Most canoeists and kayakers felt the trip this year was very challenging as
they had to manoeuvre around the many trees that had fallen into the river
from the wind storm on Friday. Some who were unable to make their way
through were forced to take their first dip of the season into the frigid waters.
Above, (left to right) Maja Chorley from Keswick, Kim Korgemaa from Rama
and Heather Stanley from Barrie get set to shove off from the launch on
Zephyr Sideroad.

MPP Julia Munro retires after 22 years
The community came
out to bid adieu to Ontario’s longest serving
female MPP, Julia
Munro, at an afternoon
retirement gala at the
Briars resort on April
26.
Ms. Munro (top) has
served as the Progressive Conservative MPP
for York Simcoe for 22
years having won six
elections during that
time.
(Bottom left) Heidi Riedner, Mayor Margaret
Quirk and Jennifer
Anderson join Ms.
Munro to offer their
congratulations on her
retirement. In fact, Jennifer Anderson brought
along a high school
photos of her as a student and Ms. Munro as
her history teacher.
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It is exciting times at Georgina Trades Training Inc. (GTTI) and
supporters, partners and stakeholders were on hand during the
Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 26 to review the centre’s past successes and plans for the future.
Since its inception in 2006, GTTI has provided training and
support services to more than 9,500 clients—51 per cent of
whom have successfully secured employment following their
training. Going forward, GTTI will implement a new “Strategic
Plan—GTTI in 2020—Planning for Our Second Decade”. The
plan focuses on growth, sustainability and mission accomplishment for the Training Centre.
Through the support of various grants, GTTI is able to offer
various training programs at no cost to participants. These programs include training in bookkeeping, cook preapprenticeships, AZ/DZ truck driving program and personal
support worker training.
The AGM also provided GTTI with the opportunity to recognize the success of their students. The Gerry Brouwer Scholarship Award, which honours founding Chair, Gerry Brouwer,
was awarded to Georges Esteves, a graduate of the Cook PreApprenticeship program who has since gone on to full-time
employment.
Mr. Ben Dobson (above left) was the recipient of the Len Westcott Award which recognizes outstanding student performance.
Mr. Dobson graduates from the welding program and is now a
full-time employee in the field. GTTI Executive Director Tom
Hollands (above right) presented the award.

There was lots to browse through at the Udora United Church
Spring Bazaar on Saturday, May 5. Even though the hydro was
still out due to the wind storm the previous evening, it didn’t stop
shoppers from stopping to pick up a previously-owned treasure, a
delicacy from the bake table or a new item from one of the many
vendors on site.

These participants at the 17th Annual Hike for Hospice event
‘have it going on’ as they warm up to the music of Al Leslie with
instruction from Ten Yoga instructor Charlene Biggerstaff prior
to the start of the 1K, 3K and 5K hike.
The event, held at the Link on Saturday, May 5, generated $3,500
in funding to support the free palliative care and grief counselling services of Hospice Georgina.
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Coming Events & Announcements
The official launch of the Women of Wisdom collection by Gabi Von Gans will be
held on Wed. May 9 at Hospice Georgina at
the Link from 2:30 to 4:30 pm. The exhibit
will run until June 15.
Time to round up your spelling team for the
Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee to be held
at the Udora Hall on Fri. May 11 at 6:30
pm. Sponsored by Friends of the Library.
Call (905) 476-5762 for more information.

The Annual Virginia United Church
Yard Sale will be held on Sat. May 19
from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. Refreshments
available.
Opening Day for the Georgina Farmers
Market is Sunday, May 20 at the Link
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

The Georgina Lawn Bowling Club will
host an Open House and member registration session on Tues. May 22 from 3:00 pm
The Lake Simcoe Gardeners May meeting to 6:00 pm. All welcome. Call 905-596will be held at the Keswick United Church 0410.
on Mon. May 14 at 7:30 pm. Includes
On Sat. May 26 at 2:00 pm, the Parkview
spring flower show and speaker.
Choir will present a concert at the Zephyr
The Georgina Historical Society will host Missionary Church. All welcome. Free will
their May General Meeting at the YRP Po- offering.
lice station on Baseline Rd. at 7:00 pm on
Tuesday, May 15. Speakers Lynne Mooney Want to get rid of some clutter? Contact
Rebecca at (905) 722-3274 to reserve a spot
and Karen Foster from the Chippewas of
at the Sutton BIA Spring Fling to be held
Georgina Island.
on May 26 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Did your invitation to the royal wedding get
Mark your calendar and get ready for the
stuck in the mail? No worries. You can
Pefferlaw Lioness Dog Guide Walk at the
celebrate the wedding with a High Tea at
the Georgina Arts Centre from noon until Pefferlaw Lions hall on Sat. May 26. Regis2:00 pm on Sat. May 19. $20. Check out all tration at 9:00 am. Call 705-513-0085.
of the art exhibitions, art classes, concerts
The Kinette Club of Sutton and Kinsmen of
and presentations in May by calling (905)
Georgina are hosting a Cystic Fibrosis
722-9587.
Music Night featuring the Connors Broth-

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com

ers and Lisa’s Funk at the Kin Hall on Sat.
May 26 from 7:00 pm to 12:00 am.
You can register for the Walk for Alzheimers at walkforalzheimers.ca or sign up
at the Briars Resort the day of the walk on
Sat. May 26 at 9:00 am. Live entertainment,
a raffle, snacks, face painting and games.
Shine Through the Rain will host a Co-Ed
Slo-Pitch tournament on Sat. May 26 at
West Park in Keswick at 8:30 am. Contact
events@shinethroughtherain.ca
Hope you have your golf clubs all shined
up! The 4th Annual Golf Tournament for
Hospice Georgina sponsored by the Lake
Simcoe Arms takes place on Mon. May 28.
For details call Laurie at 905-722-9333.
Sign up to participate in the Keswick Christian Church’s 6th Annual 9 Hole Scramble
on Sat. June 2 at Orchard Beach Golf Club.
$80 for golf, steak or chicken dinner, cart
and prizes. Call Gord 905-722-0221 or
Mike at 905-476-1417. What a deal!
On Sun. June 3 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Routes and Hospice Georgina will host an
Open House at the Link to celebrate the
openings of their new offices. Ribbon cutting at 11:00 am. Cake, refreshments, tours
and prizes.

