
Resident asks council to be “honest” about impact on taxes  
In response to the news that the Town of 
Georgina is proposing to spend close to 
$80 million in new projects, Sutton resi-
dent Buchan Etherington went to council 
on April 18 and asked them to tell resi-
dents what these new projects would mean 
to their tax bill. After some discussion 
around the council table, Mr. Etherington 
went away without an answer to his 
question.  
“They either don’t know, are scared to 
tell us or they are incompetent,” he said 
in an interview with the Georgina Post 
after the meeting. “They are going too 
far ahead without considering the cost 
on taxes.”  
Council is proposing a $32 million 
Multi-Use Recreation Complex 
(MURC), a new $26 million Civic 
Centre, a $7 million fire hall, $7 mil-
lion to rehabilitate West Park, $5 mil-
lion for a new library in the MURC and 
$3 million for a new fire hall in Peffer-
law.  
“As a result of my concerns,” Mr. Ether-
ington told council on April 18, “which I 
believe to be shared by many, I am ask-
ing Council to be honest and tell us what 
the impact will be on our taxes.”  
In his deputation, he not only raised con-
cerns over the cost of constructing the 
MURC, but he asked council to reveal the 
annual operating costs for the facility and 
the cost to taxpayers to carry the loans.   

“How much of the principal and how much 
in interest costs will the taxpayer be re-
sponsible for? And tell us what the operat-
ing costs for the facility will be on an an-
nual basis, for which the taxpayer will also 
be responsible,” he said.  
Mayor Quirk responded by saying “until 
we know exactly what we are building, we 

don’t know what the operating costs are.”  
Mr. Etherington went on to say that he 
wondered how many taxpayers fully real-
ized, or were even aware, that the Town 
will need to borrow the money to build the 

Civic Centre.  
“The Town will require debentures to 
cover the construction costs and the 
taxpayer will have to repay, over many 
years, the $26 million or so in principal, 
plus pay the annual interest costs until 
the debentures are redeemed,” he said, 
adding, “What will be the impact on 
our tax bill as a result of the decision to 
build a new Civic Centre?”  
Mr. Etherington acknowledged that the 
Town was planning to collect $15.5 
million in development charges for the 
MURC by 2025 with another $8 mil-
lion recovered by 2036. “The balance 
of the construction costs, for both the 
MURC and the new Civic Centre, will 
need to be supported by the tax levy,” 
he said.  
“As it is, property taxes increase by 
about two and half per cent to three per 
cent almost every year and with the 
debenture interest we can expect them 
to perhaps be more each year until the 
debentures are paid down.” 
Mr. Etherington said the current costs 
to run the town were always increasing 
and pointed to the ROC, the LINK and 
the increasing payroll expenses as ex-
amples. He said there were approxi-
mately 200 employees in 2011 of which 
only eight were on the Sunshine list 
earning in excess  
Continued on page 5... 

Buchan Etherington left empty handed at coun-
cil on April 18 after council and staff did not 
answer his questions regarding the tax impact 
of the proposed MURC and new Civic Centre.  
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Over 15 Years Experience 

 
• Auto Accidents & Workers’ Compensation 

Sounds easy enough, doesn’t it?  
Not when you are two working 
parents, commuting to work, 
transporting kids to lessons, the 
babysitter and sporting practices, 
packing lunches, making dinner, 
helping with homework, grocery 
shopping, house cleaning, making 
and keeping dentist and doctor 
appointments, drawing baths and 
telling bedtime stories. Usually, 
something falls through the 
cracks and it is understandable if 
you just can’t keep up with what 
is going on at the Civic Centre, 
the Region, Queen’s Park or Par-
liament Hill.  
But this year, you may want to try 
and squeeze in a few nuggets of 
information to help you make an 
informed decision at election 
time—times two.  
First up, will be the provincial 
election on June 7, 2018 and the 
outcome of this election is bound 
to affect every one of us—one 
way or another. It is important, I 
mean imperative, that every one 
gets out to vote—and votes with 
their conscience and their knowl-
edge of the issues.  
I suspect once all of the parties 
make known their candidates for 
the York Simcoe riding, we will 
be inundated with information on 
each of the platforms and prom-
ises. It is never easy to work 
through the rhetoric and land on 
the truth and it is even harder at 
times to make these politicians 
live up to their promises. But the 
bottom line is, we have the free-
dom and the opportunity to make 
our own choices. Please, don’t 
take that right for granted.  
Even before the announcements 
are made on who will form the 
next government in Ontario, we 
will start to hear who is willing to 
file their nomination papers for a 
seat on Georgina’s council. 
(We’ve already heard from a few 
but I’ll keep that quiet until they 
actually file their nomination 
papers between May 1 and July 
27.)  
In my opinion, this election on 
October 22, above all others will 
have the greatest impact on our 
day to day lives. It is important 
that we elect thoughtful represen-
tatives—people who are inter-
ested in the greater good and 
whose ideas are in the best  
 

interests of the entire community. 
I have a wish list and I will be 
waiting to hear if anyone touches 
on the issues that I feel are impor-
tant to Ontario and Georgina.  
And, there is a new wrinkle in the 
municipal election this year. For 
the first time, we will be asked to 
vote for the Chair of York Region 
council. Previously, the Chair has 
been selected by the elected 16 
officials that sit around the table 
at York Region council. But the 
province has decided that this 
position, which pays around 
$215,000 a year, should be cho-
sen via public vote. Just some-
thing else you will need to make 
room for in your busy lives.   
My role as the editor of this paper 
means I need to be engaged so I 
can stay on top of the issues and 
help you stay informed. I will do 
the best I can, but it will be all for 
naught if you don’t vote. I would 
like to see voter turn out in Geor-
gina top the charts this year and 
put to shame all other election 
results. You can do it because 
your vote matters—a lot! 
 

Karen Wolfe, Editor. 
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Pefferlaw resident wins Vimy Award  

Sixteen year-old Montana 
Zimmerman from Pefferlaw 
was part of a Canada-wide 
pilgrimage awarded to recipi-
ents of the 2018 Vimy Pil-
grimage Award.  
Ms. Zimmerman and nineteen 
other high school students 
selected for the program from 
across Canada, travelled to 
Belgium and France to study 
Canada’s First World War 
history.  
The group left on April 2 and 
spent eight days visiting muse-
ums, cemeteries, monuments 
and historic battlefields, as 
well as participating in a Vimy 
Day commemoration cere-
mony at the Ca-
nadian National 
Vimy Memorial.  
As part of her 
application for 
the award, Ms. 
Zimmerman was 
required to re-
search the life of 
a soldier who 
made the ultimate 
sacrifice during 
World War 1. 
She chose to pro-
file Acil Sedore, a 
resident of Sut-
ton, and placed a 
letter she wrote to him at the 
Vimy Memorial during her 
visit.  
“I learned a lot,” she said. “I 
felt a personal connection and 
we did a lot of historical 
analysis.” One of the issues 

the students discussed was 
whether or not a cross should 
have been placed on all of the 
unknown soldier graves given 
that some may have repre-
sented non-Christian common-
wealth countries. 
The award recognizes the ac-
tions of young people who 
have demonstrated their com-
mitment to volunteer work 
through outstanding service, 
positive contributions, notable 
deeds and bravery. Their acts 
may have served their peers, 
school, community, province 
or country.  
Ms. Zimmerman won a Geor-
gina Volunteer Award in 

2016.  
“It was amazing to see the 
sites and I feel like I made a 
connection with people I 
would never have known if I 
hadn’t had this opportunity,” 
she said.  

A group of Canadian high school students, 
including Montana Zimmerman from Pef-
ferlaw, visit  the Vimy Canadian memorial.  



4 

TENNYSON TIDBITS 

We would like to send our 
very best Happy Birthday 
wishes out to Vern Lavender 
who turned 89 on April 20. 
Best Wishes, Vern!  
 
We also send a sincere birth-
day greeting out to Amy 
Menezes who celebrated her 
37th birthday on April 20. 
Cheers, Amy!  
 
And, Carter O’Neill who 
turned 10 on April 23 also 
gets a Georgina Post high 
five birthday greeting. Happy 
Birthday, Carter!  
 
It is Pitch-In Week in Geor-
gina! From April 22 to April 
29 residents are encouraged 
to pick up garbage bags and 
gloves from the Town and 
organize a neighbourhood 
clean-up crew. With the dis-
appearance of the snow 
(finally!), we all get to see 
the ugly mess of litter in our 

ditches and country side.  
Personally I don’t understand 
the mind-set of anyone who 
finds the need to litter.  
 
It is with heartfelt sympathy 
that we extend out condo-
lences to the friends and fam-
ily of Liz Roach who passed 
away at South Lake Regional 
Health Centre on Saturday, 
April 14. Liz was a valued 
member of the Georgina His-
torical Society’s Board of 
Directors and a 23 year mem-
ber of the Georgina Library 
Board. She was a Sensei as-
sistant at the Ryudokan Judo 
Club in Keswick and the 
founder of the World Masters 
Judo Championship. She will 
be sadly missed by her six 
children, 15 grandchildren 
and 16 great-grandchildren. 
A celebration of Liz’s life 
will be held at the Sutton 
Legion on Sunday, May 6 
between 2:00 and 5:00 pm.  

With many residents cancelling 
their telephone land lines and 
using their cell phones exclu-
sively to remain connected, the 
Government of Canada has ex-
tended its Emergency Alert Sys-
tem (EAS) to cell phone users 
in addition to broadcasting over 
traditional media such as televi-
sion and radio.  
Known as Alert Ready, Ontario 
will test the system by sending 
life threatening emergency 
alerts on May 6 to mobile de-
vices  
Emergency alerts are sent via 
cell broadcast distribution and 
will play a sound plus look like 
a text message on a smart phone 
screen.  Cell Broadcast is a mo-
bile technology that al-
lows messages to 
be broadcast to all compatible 
wireless devices within a desig-
nated geographical area. Not all 
wireless devices will be com-
patible and users are urged to 
visit www.alertready.ca to de-

termine if their device will re-
ceive the alert. The cell broad-
cast is designed for simultane-
ous message delivery to multi-
ple users in a specified area, and 
is not affected by network con-
gestion because it uses a dedi-
cated part of the network, sepa-
rate from that used for tradi-
tional voice and data traffic. 
Cell broadcast can be compared 
to radio broadcast. Radio towers 
broadcast music to people in 
defined geographic areas as 
long as the individuals can pick-
up the broadcast signal and have 
their radios turned on. Cell 
broadcast messages similarly 
are delivered to those compati-
ble wireless devices that are 
within range of cell towers and 
antennas in the designated area. 
Location services do not have to 
be enabled on your wireless 
device to be able to receive 
alerts. However, the device 
must be turned on and not ex-
clusively using wifi.  

Alert system for cell phones  
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On April 11 at a closed meet-
ing of council with the Town’s 
legal representatives, council 
members emerged with two 
resolutions which were then 
passed in an effort to convince 
higher authorities to stop the 
development on Maple Lake 
Estates lands. 
A resolution that will be sent 
to the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, Mr. Bill Mauro, asks 
him to meet with Mayor Mar-
garet Quirk and other town 
representatives on “an urgent 
basis” to address council’s 
concerns and discuss “potential 
responses” by the Province 
which address those concerns.  
The second resolution ap-
proved was to be filed with the 
Local Planning Appeal Tribu-
nal LPAT (formerly the On-
tario Municipal Board) at an 
appeal hearing to be held on 
May 22, 2018 regarding a 
Town of Georgina’s Official 
Plan Amendment 129 related 
to the Maple Lakes Estate 
property.  
The resolution makes clear the 
Town’s preference for a land 
exchange which would protect 
the Maple Lakes Estates lands 

from development. However, 
the province previously re-
fused this request when it up-
dated the Green Belt Plan last 
year. 
The Official Plan Amendment 
129, approved by the Town of 
Georgina in 2016, recognizes 
the pre-existing development 
rights which were affirmed by 
the Province of Ontario by an 
Order in Council in 1988.  
On a separate front, Jack Gib-
bons, spokesperson for the  
North Gwillimbury Forest Al-
liance, a group that has been 
fighting to stop the develop-
ment for years and launched 
the LPAT appeal, sent a letter 
to Minister Mauro asking his 
ministry to issue a zoning or-
der to prohibit the 1.073 unit 
development.  
According to Mr. Gibbons, 
Minister Mauro, during a TV 
Ontario interview, said he is 
not contemplating issuing the 
zoning order.  
All of this activity is in re-
sponse to the Lake Simcoe 
Region Conservation Author-
ity’s recent decision to approve 
a Section 28 permit to allow 
the development to go forward.  

Town of Georgina passes resolutions in 
search for solutions to Maple Lake Estates 
development 

Continued from page 1.  
of $100,000.00. In 2018, he 
said more than 300 employees 
were employed by the town 
and 57 of those were on the 
2017 Sunshine List.  
“All of this in a town where 
the population growth in the 
same period has been less 
than 10 per cent.”  
Mr. Etherington told council 
that before the process went 
any further, the town should 
give the taxpayer the opportu-
nity to express their concerns 
and opinions by having a pub-
lic meeting.  

“...but with much work and 
many thousands of dollars 
already having been spent, I 
cannot but wonder why they 
wish to go ahead with the next 
stage of the process—which 
will again cost many thou-
sands of taxpayers dollars—
before having public meetings 
to allow the taxpayer to voice 
his or her opinion on the pro-
jects.”  
The next stage, which has 
already been committed in the 
2018 budget, is a $2 million 
expenditure to come up with a 
design concept.  

No answer on tax impact 
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Town staff to investigate feasibility of 
lighthouse proposal for JP harbour 

An investigation into the feasi-
bility of erecting a lighthouse 
at Jackson’s Point Harbour in  
cooperation with a private do-
nor is expected to produce a 
report that justifies the project 
moving forward.  
Mr. Daryl Urqu-
hart, a resident of 
Jackson’s Point, 
was at council on 
Wednesday, April 
18 when he un-
veiled a proposal to construct a 
lighthouse that would replace 
what has been described as a 
skeletal TV antenna with an 
orange light on top. 
Council agreed to have staff 
investigate the idea and report 
back to council with recom-
mendations on how to proceed, 
or if it should proceed.  
Mr. Urquhart said he would 
like to see something aestheti-
cally pleasing and a design that 
would become an icon to at-

tract tourists and residents to 
the Jackson’s Point commer-
cial district.  
“The possibility exists that we 
could have a nice, aesthetically 
pleasing lighthouse structure 
for all to enjoy,” said Mr. 

Urquhart.  
The idea is in 
its formative 
stages and 
staff were in-
structed by 

council to continue a dialogue 
with Mr. Urquhart to deter-
mine the size, design, con-
struction methods, materials to 
meet Town standards and 
maintenance requirements.  
“This is an example of a pri-
vate undertaking that seeks to 
inspire the citizens of Georgina 
to invest in their community in 
various different ways to im-
prove it and make it a better 
place for all of us to live and 
visit,” Mr. Urquhart said.  

 

“Possibility exists to have a 
nice, aesthetically pleasing 
lighthouse structure…” 
 

                          Daryl Urquhart  
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Shades of Hope wins Portraits of 
Giving Award  

Gail Lenters (right), founder 
and operator of the Pefferlaw 
animal refuge Shades of Hope, 
was the recipient of the York 
Region Portraits of Giving 
Award on April 11. Pictured 
with her is the sponsor of her 
award, Forrest Jones, president 
of STL Lighting Group.  
The award honours leaders in 
York Region who demonstrate 
the importance of social respon-
sibility and is an initiative of 
Merk Photography.  
Shades of Hope is a not-for-
profit organization which relies 
on donations to treat orphaned 
and injured wildlife.  
The facility cared for 
3,000 animals in 2016. 
Annually, Ms. Lenters 
provides an internship 
program geared toward 
university students 
studying conservation, 
wildlife, biology and 
veterinarian sciences.  
The day after Ms. 
Lenters received her 
award, Shades of Hope 
was called out to res-
cue an ill Trumpeter 
Swan on Lake Simcoe, 
but due to the danger-
ous ice conditions, 
were unable to retrieve 
it.  
Coincidentally, the 
Georgina Fire Depart-

ment was engaged in ice rescue 
training on the lake at the time 
and were able to capture the 
distressed bird.  
The swan was immediately 
treated after it was discovered 
to be suffering from lead poi-
soning due to ingesting lead 
fishing tackle. However, efforts 
to rehabilitate it were not suc-
cessful since the damage done 
by the lead cannot be reversed 
and the swan’s condition was 
too weakened to respond to a 
treatment to neutralize the re-
maining lead in the swan’s sys-
tem.    
 

Georgina fire fighter uses a net to res-
cue a distressed and ill Trumpeter Swan 
on April 12 on Lake Simcoe.  
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Coming to pet owners soon... 
A presentation made to coun-
cil on April 18 explained a 
new dog licensing system that 
will allow pet owners to regis-
ter and pay for their dog li-
cence on-line by July 1. 
Council approved to enter into 
a two and a half year contract 
with DocuPet, a Guelph-based 
municipal pet licensing soft-
ware firm that will provide 
internet-based registration, 
identification and access to 
value-added benefits for pet 
owners in Georgina.  
According to a report to coun-
cil by Ryan Cronsberry, Man-
ager of Municipal Law En-
forcement, the program means 
that Georgina will fully out-
source their pet licensing pro-
gram while increasing ease of 
use and convenience for pet 
owners.  
A stated benefit of the Docu-
Pet program includes the an-
ticipated increase in dog li-
cence compliance and associ-
ated revenue.  
“Despite efforts to increase 
compliance, the number of 
dog licences issued annually 
has been decreasing for a 
number of years,” Mr. Crons-
berry said in his report.  
The 2017 baseline data in the 
report suggest 2,347 annual 
dog tags were sold in Geor-
gina generating a revenue of 
$37,100 after expenses of 
$19,900.00. This represents an 
estimated compliance rate of 
only 23 per cent. 
Under the DocuPet system, it 
is estimated dog tag sales 
would reach 4,545 by 2020 
and generate $110,000 in reve-
nue before expenses of 
$33,538 amounting to net 
revenues of $76,835.00. Reve-
nues collected go towards re-
uniting owners with lost dogs, 
operating the Georgina Ani-
mal Shelter and finding adop-
tive families for dogs that do 
not have a home.   
Barry Dell, the owner and 
operator of Petvalu in Sutton 
and Keswick, sells approxi-
mately 600 dog tags a year and 

was surprised to hear the 
Town has decided to sign a 
contract with DocuPet without 
notifying him or other pet sup-
ply retailers.  
“They just went ahead and 
made a decision that has a 
direct impact on my revenues 
without telling me and here I 
am doing a fundraising cam-
paign in support of the Geor-
gina Animal Shelter,” he said.  
DocuPet will be responsible 
for marketing their on-line 
system and setting up third-
party reward programs to pro-
vide an incentive for pet own-
ers to register their pets.  
The cost to the Town to initi-
ate the system is zero. How-
ever, DocuPet will receive a 
“fulfillment fee” of $3.91 from 
the cost of the dog licence and 
a 25 per cent “performance 
fee” for every dog tag that is 
sold over and above the 
Town’s current compliance 
number of 2,347.  
The cost to licence a pet is $20 
if the dog is spayed or neu-
tered and $35 if the pet is not.  
The dog licence will be valid 
for one year from the time the 
users register their pets on-line 
and automatic renewal notices 
will be sent via mail and 
email. Tags will be mailed to 
owners within two business 
days of registration.  
DocuPet will provide a door to 
door awareness campaign to 
increase licence compliance 
and community awareness. 
Front line staff at the Georgina 
Animal Shelter will be trained 
on the system to input pet in-
formation and sales that are 
made in person at the shelter.  
However, it is anticipated that 
as on-line registration in-
creases, staff resources at the 
Shelter will be reallocated to 
the care of the animals and 
operation of the shelter.  
The company also operates a 
‘lost pet’ reporting program 
which involves various on-line 
alert systems to help recover 
the pet.  
 



Former Georgina 
Ward 3 Councillor 
Dave Szollosy has 
announced he will 
seek the York Simcoe 
riding nomination for 
the New Democratic 
Party of Ontario in the 
upcoming provincial 
election.  
The party’s nomina-
tion meeting will be 
held on May 1 in Hol-
land Landing where it 
is expected that he 
will be acclaimed.  
Mr. Szollosy sat on 
Georgina council 
from 2004 to 2014 
when he withdrew 
from politics to accept the position as the 
newly elected president of the Ontario 
English Catholic Teachers Association 
(OECTA). He has since retired from that 
position.  
He is a life-long resident of Georgina and 
hopes to be able share his political exper-
tise and negotiation skills with his NDP 

colleagues at Queen’s Park.  
Mr. Szollosy is not only a fa-
miliar face to residents as a 
former member of Georgina 
council, he took over as the 
volunteer host of the Rogers 
TV program “Politically 
Speaking” after the popular 
former host, Paul Nicholls, 
passed away last year.  
Mr. Szollosy has stepped down 
as the host of that program.  
As a local resident, previously 
involved in 
local is-
sues, he 
says he is 
uniquely 
positioned 
to address 

the problems that are 
of concern to Georgina 
residents, some of 
which have been lin-
gering for decades.  
In an interview with 
the Georgina Post, Mr. 
Szollosy listed a num-

ber of local issues that he would address 
once his nomination is announced. He said 
the Thane Smelter issue, the Upper York 
Sewage Solution and the controversial 
development known as Maple Lakes Es-
tates are all issues that have not been dealt 
with by any other provincial party to date.  
“We have had so many broken promises 
from both the Liberal and Conservative 
governments…” he said adding, “This is 
something we need a person who lives 
here, who grew up here and who knows 
the community to address and get done.”  
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Former Georgina councillor will seek nomination for the Ontario NDP party  

If nominated, Dave Szollosy 
says he is ready to ask voters 
to support him as the York 
Simcoe NDP candidate at the 
polls on June 7.  



Gail Lenters, founder and operator 
of the Shades of Hope Animal 
Refuge, was at the Pefferlaw Li-
brary on Saturday, April 20 deliv-
ering a presentation on bats and 
their role in the ecosystem.  
Bats are known as the only mam-
mal that can fly and account for 20 
per cent of the world’s mammal 
population with over 1,200 bat 
species identified.  
Ms. Lenters shared facts and inter-
esting details about various bat 
species that use echolocation to fly 
and locate food sources such as 
insects and fruit.  
The event, which attracted a full 
house, was topped off with an op-
portunity to build a bat house. Six-
teen bat house kits were donated 
by Buchner Manufacturing and 
children attending the workshop 
were guided in a step-by-step tuto-
rial by Pefferlaw librarian Becky 

Stark on to construct the bat 
houses.  
(Photo below) Six year-old Oryan 
Hutchinson, an Earth Ranger, 
prepares to start building his bat 
house. (Bottom photo) Gail 
Lenters engages the audience in 
an A/V presentation on bats.  
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Remnants of winter blow up on the south shore of Lake 
Simcoe as the lake breaks up to make way for spring.  
Photo courtesy of Charles Steenburgh.  

At the invitation of Mayor Margaret Quirk, Mr. Steve 
Hinder (pictured above), Manager of the Neighbour-
hood Network, was at the Link on Tuesday, April 17 
to link up with members of Georgina’s volunteer 
organizations. The visit was in celebration of Volun-
teer Week and he took the opportunity to explain how 
Neighbourhood Network can help volunteers and 
volunteer organizations deliver their programming 
using the services of the Network at no cost.  
The organization is a not-for-profit initiative funded 
by Magna International and manages a web-based 
resource where charities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions can find volunteers and volunteers can register 
their skills and interests with the intention of volun-
teering in their community.  
The Neighbourhood Network resources also include 
conferences and workshops in an effort to encourage 
community groups to come together, connect and 
collaborate.  
Mayor Quirk told the audience that often volunteer 
groups don’t know each other, and “it is important to 
get people together to have conversations”.  
The network currently has 12,000 volunteers regis-
tered and 384 organization partners.  

Neighbourhood Networks celebrates 
Volunteer Week and more in Georgina 

Bats, Bats and more Bats 
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Growing up in Ravenshoe, one of the highlights of 
late summer was the visit of the Toronto & North 
York Hunt Club. They would arrive and park in the 
Ravenshoe Church yard early on a Saturday morn-
ing, unload their magnificent horses, saddle them 
up, and walk them to be ready for the hunt. A group 
of about 20 hounds were also released to a sym-
phony of barking and excitement. A bugle would be 
sounded and the ladies in their black jackets and the 
gentlemen in their red tunics would be off to the 
hunt over the farmers field (with permission of 
course).   
A few days before the hunt a member from the Hunt 
Club created a trail with fox scent bags. No fox was 
actually harmed during the hunt. 
The members always returned to the church at lunch 
for a meal prepared by the church ladies. After the 
meal it was off to the fields for another run. It was 
common for the parents and neighbours to pack 
their children up in cars to follow and watch the 
excited dogs, noses to the ground, and the horses 
with riders jump the fences through the farmers 
fields.  
Sir Clifford Sifton was Master of the Hunt and Lady 
Eaton also attended to oversee the event. 
We usually returned to Ravenshoe before the riders 
and the children would hurry to meet them. It was 
not unusual for the riders to get off of their horses 
and allow us to ride back to Ravenshoe on them.  
On occasion, for several days after, a dog would 
wander back to home base and a phone call to the 
Master of the Hounds was made by our father, who 
then kept them safe in our barn until they were 
picked up. 
What a magnificent sight for country children from 
a small community to participate in.  It was with 
anticipation we waited for the spectacular event to 
return the next year. 
 
Submitted by Betty (Martin) Ridge 

Ravenshoe Church Choir concert 

Although still unusually 
cool for April, that didn’t 
seem to prevent people 
from stopping by to pur-
chase a flat of pansies to 
support Hospice Georgina.  
Pictured right are Hospice 
volunteers, Cathey Trol-
lope and Lynda Ritchie 
who were in Virginia with 
their stock of pansies.  
This annual fundraising 
campaign supports the 
various programming de-
livered by staff and dozens 
of Hospice volunteers 
which includes care-giver 
relief, grief counselling, 
bereavement support and 
palliative care programs.  
  

A sold-out crowd assembled at Ravenshoe Church on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 21 and 22 to enjoy the melodious repertoire of 19 mem-
bers of the church community choir.  
The fundraising event also included a Dessert Auction of tempting and 
delicious looking confections donated by church members.  
The event traditionally raises approximately $2,500 to support church 
and community activities.  



You won’t want to miss the original medie-
val comedy production by Keswick High 
School students on Apr. 26, 27, 28 entitled 
“Just Another Generic Adventure”. Tick-
ets are $8 at the door for this family 
friendly show.  
 

Come to the Swing into Spring event 
hosted by Trinity United Church in Can-
nington on Sun. Apr. 29 from 5:00—7:00 
pm. Spaghetti supper, local artisans and 
concert at 7:00.  
 

An afternoon of gospel and contemporary 
selections by “Freedom Bound”, a male 
chorus, will be held on Sat. April 28 at 2:00 
pm at St. James Anglican Church in Sutton. 
Admission is $15. Light refreshments and 
bake sale. Call (905) 722-3726.  
 

GTTI is hosting its popular Paint Nite 
fundraiser on Sun. Apr. 29 from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm. Call (905) 722-6300.  
 

The Diabetes Support Group will be 
meeting at the Peter Gzowski Library in 
Sutton on Tuesday, May 1 at 7:00 pm.  
 

The York Region Summer Games for 
those 55+ will be held from May 1 to June 
21. Contact your local Club 55 for details.  
 

Georgina Pins and Needles will meet at 
Knox United Church in Sutton on Tues. 

May 1 at 7:00 pm. See the results of the 
President’s challenge mystery quilts.  
 

It’s that time of year again! The Udora 
Leaskdale Lions Club will be hosting their 
Annual Canoe River Run on Sat. May 5 
and this year’s event will be made even 
more special as a Georgina 200 Birthday 
celebration. Register at 8:00 am on the 
Zephyr Sideroad. And, don’t forget the 
Spaghetti Dinner on Friday, May 4.   
 

Everything you need to live, work and play 
in Georgina—all under one roof. Book your 
space soon for the Discover Georgina 
Show on Sat. May 5 and Sun. May 6 at the 
Ice Palace in Keswick.  
 

The Everything Spring Bazaar will be 
held at the Udora United Church on Sat. 
May 5 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Vendors 
and Bake Sale.  
 

The Keswick United Church will be hosting 
its Spring Bazaar on Sat. May 5 from 8:00 
to noon. Baking, vendors and nifty stuff.  
 

Sign up for Hike for Hospice held at the 
Link on Sun. May 6. Call (905) 722-9333. 
 

The Lakeview Ladies Auxiliary will host its 
Annual Fashion Show on May 8 at 8:00 
pm upstairs at the Beaverton Arena. Tickets 
are $15 at Maxine’s in Beaverton.  

Knox United Church invites you to its 
Lunch and Fashion Show on May 10 from 
noon until 2:00 pm. Tickets $12. Call (905) 
722-3742 or (905) 476-4445.  
 

Time to round-up your spelling team for the 
Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee to be held 
at the Udora Hall on Fri. May 11 at 6:30 
pm. Sponsored by Friends of the Library. 
Call (905) 476-5762 for more information. 
 

You should be at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Beaverton at 10:00 am for the 
Beaverton Horticultural Society’s May 
Plant Auction on May 12.  
 

The Annual Virginia United Church 
Yard Sale will be held on May 18 from 
8:00 am to 1:00 pm. Refreshments avail-
able. You shouldn’t miss this!  
 
The Sandgate Women’s Shelter is hosting 
the Elton Rohn Tribute Concert at Sutton 
District High School on Sat. May 19 at 7:30 
pm.  
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Wave Taxi is looking for responsible, outgoing 
people to drive taxi cabs and or transportation 
for medical appointments. If interested please 
call (905) 252-1020. 


