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YRP announces more reduced hours for Baseline Rd. office
Georgina council agreed to deliver a
strongly worded letter to the York Regional
Police Services Board and Regional Council voicing disapproval over proposed operational changes planned for the District 3
office on Baseline Road.
York Regional Police (YRP) Superintendent Maria Ahrens, the new officer in
charge of District 3 in Sutton, told council
on November 29 that the office would
close at 7:00 pm beginning January 1. The
District 3 office has been closing at 11:00
pm ever since council was advised in April
2016 that the office would no longer be
open over night. This change was proposed
as a pilot project with monitoring results to
be shared within six months.
The news that the hours of operation would
again be reduced did not sit well with Ward
3 Councillor Dave Neeson.
“The issue is we are being told that this is
happening in our community and I have an
issue with that...I don’t think it is supposed
to work that way,” he said. “I feel a little
slighted because one, for not being consulted, two, being told this is what we are
going to do based on the one year pilot
opposed to collecting feedback and three, I
have an issue hearing there are no service
adjustments in any other district.”
As a result, Councillor Neeson moved to
send the letter stating: Council and the public of the Town of Georgina expresses its

disappointment in not being consulted in
service changes at York Regional Police 3
District and further, the inequity in Regional policing services is unacceptable to
the public and its council.
Superintendent Ahrens said the 2016 model
of operation which closed the office at
11:00 pm allowed two extra patrol officers
and an extra vehicle to be in the field and
her presentation to council demonstrated a
positive impact to the community due to an
upswing in policing operations.
Supt. Ahrens said the monitoring of key
performance indicators during the pilot
project resulted in a 28.2 per cent increase
in traffic stops and a 474 per cent increase
in complaint area visits.
She said closing the office at 11:00 pm had
no impact on the community during the
pilot project and she told council reducing
office hours further to 7:00 pm would allow another officer to be out in the field
from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm.
The new operations model to close the office at 7:00 pm seven days a week has been
adjusted to five days a week. Superintendant Ahrens said this would allow local
service groups to continue using the Community Room at 3 District on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings until 9:00 pm.
After Councillor Neeson expressed his
disappointment with the news and the way
in which it was delivered, Regional Coun-

cillor Naomi Davison said she would raise
Council’s objections at an upcoming regional council meeting when the 2018 police budget is discussed. Mayor Margaret
Quirk declared a conflict of interest and did
not vote on the motion to send the letter.
The trend to reduce front desk policing
service hours is a model other Ontario municipalities have adopted in an effort to
redeploy officers in areas where they are
needed to better utilize resources.
However, when asked by Councillor
Neeson if other York Regional Police offices will adopt the proposed changes in
Georgina, Supt. Ahrens said she was not
aware of proposed plans in other York Region Districts.
According to Regional Councillor Naomi
Davison policing in Georgina will cost
close to $13 million in 2017. That number
is significantly higher in comparison to the
eight York Region municipalities, she said.
On a per capita basis, Georgina costs are
$283 a year with one sworn officer for 483
residents and these costs do not include the
cost of the marine unit. The region-wide
average for District operations is $114.53
per capita where each sworn officer serves
1,154 residents.
The region has also confirmed that there
are no savings associated with the decision
to close the Sutton office earlier.
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2018...Here we come!
WOW! Another year--it seems
impossible. I mean, wasn't it
July just five minutes ago?
Most of you will know that I
don't publish on December 24
so this issue wraps up 13 years
of publishing the paper. That,
too, doesn't seem possible. And
what seems even more impossible is the incredibly warm and
enthusiastic response I've received from you...my readers
and my advertisers. You make
this whole adventure worthwhile and I thank you from the
bottom of my heart.
My next publishing date is
January 10 and I'll be providing
you with a Year in Review-The Good, The Bad and The
Ugly. At the same time, I'll be
able to share with you the details of the upcoming budget.
That should be interesting.
Actually, from a journalistic
perspective I am really looking
forward to 2018. Georgina will
be celebrating its 200th birthday next year and we’ve got
two elections to plough through
as well.
As of this writing, there are
only two York Simcoe candidates who have been nominated
for the provincial election—
Caroline Mulroney for the Conservative Party and David Loft
for the Trillium Party of Ontario. (I k-n-o-w—I was just as
surprised as you to find out
there is a new party in town!) I
expect you will be hearing a bit
more about them as we move
closer to the Ontario provincial
election on June 7. But what
really surprises me is, with just
six months left to go, we haven’t heard a word from the Liberals, NDP or Green Party
about their nominations.
Of course, for me things will
really start popping when municipal candidates start throwing their hats in the ring on
May 1. (Yes, that’s right...May
1. Changes to the Municipal
Elections Act have moved the
nomination opening date from
January 1 to May 1 which will
shorten up the time municipal

candidates will have to campaign.) So if you are thinking of
lining up at the Civic Centre on
January 1 to file your nomination papers, you will have to
wait until May. The deadline
for nominations has also
changed from the second Friday
in September to the fourth Friday in July which will be July
27, 2018.
But before I get too far along
into 2018, I want to take a
breath, maybe get some Christmas shopping done, decorate
my house and enjoy the festive
season. But that is not to say I
won’t be out and about covering the events and local news
stories so give me a call or send
me an email if you have something you would like to share
with my readers.
For now though, I want to wish
everyone a happy, safe and
joyous holiday season. Merry
Christmas and Happy New
Year!
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Town to allow councillor to finish service
delivery contract for yoga programming
Although Mayor Margaret Quirk
said she does not believe that
members of council should be
allowed to provide goods and
services to the Town of Georgina, based on legal advice, a
contract which permits Ward 1
Councillor Charlene Biggerstaff
through her company Ten Yoga,
to deliver yoga programming for
the Town will stay in effect until
March 31, 2018.
An excerpt from the Town of
Georgina’s Purchasing By-Law
reads:
14.01.4 No employee or elected
official of the corporation may
bid on the Corporation's purchase of goods and services.
Most municipalities have a purchasing by-law which lays out
procedures and protocols that
demonstrate transparency and
fairness when choosing a supplier or contractor to fulfill the
requirements of the Town’s public works, recreation, planning
and administrative departments
etc.
The inclusion of the above
14.01.4 section of the by-law is
considered necessary. Without
it, the integrity of the corporation could be called into question and serious issues of conflict may result if employees or
elected officials were permitted
to do business with the corporation.
At the time Councillor Biggerstaff was elected in April 2017,
she had been providing yoga
programming to the Town for
more than 10 years.
“Once she was elected, staff did

review the matter and did seek
legal counsel and legal counsel
said we could honour the relationship that was in place prior
to her being elected with the
caveat that the relationship
would end with the current commitment,” Mayor Quirk said. “I
am comfortable with the legal
advice we received adding, “But
going forward the current bylaw as it is now, would not permit her or any member of council to put a bid in or perform
services, which I agree with 100
per cent.”
The value of the Ten Yoga contract which expires on March 31,
2018 is approximately
$20,000.00.
“Staff cannot definitively deem
that Ms. Biggerstaff or Ten
Yoga are in conflict with the bylaw provisions as they have
never ‘bid’ on the Corporation’s
purchase of goods and services,”
staff reported in a statement.
Responding to a question of
whether or not the Town of
Georgina had contravened its
own by-law, staff responded by
saying, “With respect to Councillor Biggerstaff or Ten Yoga
providing services to the Town,
staff do not believe that the bylaw has been contravened.
Staff had already recognized that
the procurement of recreational
instructors requires a more formal process.”
As a result, instructors will be
retained through a request for
proposal (RFP) or job posting
procedures for the 2018 spring/
summer sessions.
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Pefferlaw Lions Club demonstrates
community support

(Above Left—L to R) Pefferlaw Lion Al McDermott congratulates Tessa Galle, Kaeley
King and Brooklyn Smalley on
their Lions International Peace
Poster Contest held at Morning
Glory Public School. Kaeley
King’s entry came in First,
Tessa Galle’s artwork was Second and Brookly Smalley’s
poster was Third. Kaeley and
her poster went on to compete
in the A-16 District Finals in
Newmarket where she placed

Second. Congratulations to
everyone. Well Done!
(Above Right—L to R) JoAnne Gray, the Executive Director of Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Foundation accepts a
cheque from Pefferlaw Lions
member Max Bulmer for
$1,500.00. The money was
raised through the club’s Bingo
nights—a Club initiative for
over 45 years.
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Region to erect new communications tower
Representatives from the Regional Municipality of York were at council on December 6 to unveil their plans to erect a
new communications tower in Keswick.
The 81 metre tower will be located at the
Keswick Water Treatment plant on Morton Avenue and will improve communication operations for York Regional Police, Georgina Fire Department and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS).
According to a representative of CommSiteWorks, the agent for the project, the
tower will improve broadband connectivity and offer a greater range with an
intensified signal.
In addition, the tower will become a communications hub for wireless connectivity
for town services (at no charge) and will
offer space to third party cell providers
such as Rogers and Bell. This could reduce the demand for additional towers,
the agent said.
The plan to erect the tower was presented
to neighbouring home owners at a public
out-reach door knocking initiative in August and a public information session was
hosted at the Georgina Ice Palace on September 6.

Udora Club petitions Georgina
and Uxbridge for funding
The Udora Leaskdale Lions Club have
pitched both Georgina and Uxbridge
town councils for funding to help them
erect a 20 x 20 pavilion at the Udora
Hall.
According to Bob Horner of the Lions
Pavilion Committee, the Club has committed $10,000 of the $50,000 estimated
to be required for the project. In the
presentations to Georgina and Uxbridge,
the group requested a commitment of
$10,000 from each municipality.
Both Georgina and Uxbridge agreed to
include the request for consideration
during their 2018 budget negotiations.
Should the Club be successful, they will
begin fundraising for the $20,000 balance next year.

An image which closely resembles the
structure sanctioned by the Lions Club.

Public feedback for the project was generally positive and council approved the
proposed location and asked the agent not
to shroud the tower was it was constructed. However, they did leave the
shrouding option open for future discussion should the need for a logo be required.

New plan to encourage ICI
investment in Georgina
Council has endorsed the development of
a trial Economic Development ‘Business
Class’ program intended to expedite development applications coming from the
industrial, commercial and institutional
(ICI) sector.
Economic Development Manager Karyn
Stone told council the details of a financial
incentives policy and various fast tracking
protocols would come back in a report in
January.
“The Business Class program is intended
to ensure that the ICI sector is assisted to
the fullest extent,” she said adding, the
threshold to establish investors as a priority would include job creation projections.
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Tennyson Tidbits
would share it with you.
With the dramatic increase
in on-line shopping, it
seems these scammers are
following Canada Post,
FedEx, Purolator and other
delivery drivers as they go
about delivering packages.
They watch to see if the
packages are left on the
Two new members were inducted
doorstep for the homeowninto the Pefferlaw Lions Club—
ers who are not home, and
Brian Storozinski (left) and Don
then retrieve the package
Jones (left centre).
once the driver has left. If
you are expecting a delivery and you don't think you
Congratulations to the Georwill be home for it, you may
gina Historical Society raffle
want to arrange for a
winners—First prize goes to
neighbour to take delivery for
Mayor Margaret Quirk; Secyou.
ond prize was won by Bob
Fawns and Third prize went to
Lordy, Lordy, look who is 40!!
Derek Petroff.
We send out sincere birthday
I had a chat with the new Sugreetings to Jarret Berlenbach
perintendent for York Regional who will celebrate this milePolice 3 District, Maria
stone birthday on December 9.
Ahrens, and she brought to
Cheers, Jarret.
light a new scam I hadn't heard
about before and I thought I
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A personal tribute by Karen Wolfe
I was at council on December 6 ence, his patience, his insight
and his straight-forward speak
when Mike Baskerville was
endeared him to me immedimaking his final development
ately and he became my go-to
services report and I listened
person at the Town whenever I
quietly as council thanked him
for his month-shy of 39 years of ran into the complexities and
minutiae of a town development
service to the Town.
Mike and his wife Darlene, the services issue.
He is one of these
Town’s Engipeople that will tell
neering Secreyou how it is,
tary, are both
whether you want
retiring at the end
to hear it or not.
of the year.
And he can justify
It was all I could
every statement he
do not to raise
makes with facts.
my hand and ask
And so, with this
the Mayor to
space I want to
allow me to pubpersonally say
licly voice my
‘thank you’ and
appreciation for
the support Mike Mike and his wife Darlene express my sincere
appreciation for all
has given me
of the education and guidance
over the years. I really wanted
him to know what I was feeling. he so generously offered me
throughout the years. You will
When I started this paper, the
be truly missed, Mike, and I
amount of knowledge I had
about development services was offer you and Darlene my best
wishes in this next phase of your
non-existent. And then I met
lives.
Mike.
His vast knowledge, his experi- Cheers, Karen.

9

Community gets a look at proposed designs for new Pefferlaw fire hall
Residents were welcomed to
an Open House at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall on November 30
to critique two designs proposed for the new $3.2 million
fire hall.
The designs were created by
Paul McIntosh of Thomas
Brown Architects Inc.
Due to a desire by several
community members to save
the former church, which has
been considered a heritage
building located on the property, the consultants were
charged with preparing one
design incorporating the
church and one design without.
In discussions with Mayor
Margaret Quirk and Georgina
Fire Chief Ron Jenkins, both
felt there was more interest
during the Open House for the
former church design.
“I am really happy we listened
to the community,” said
Mayor Quirk.
“Both designs were very good
as I knew they would be,” said
Chief Jenkins adding, the architects have years of experience designing fire stations. “I
was surprised at the functionality of the church design,” he
said.
The floor plans for both designs, which include three
apparatus bays, were also
available for review. The
“church design” provided fire
fighters with 10,690 sq. ft. of
space while the design “sans
church” proposed approximately 9,000 sq. ft.
Both designs will provide the
volunteer fire fighters with
training space, additional office space, a kitchen, separate
male and female showers and
washrooms, increased apparatus space and a room for bunker gear stored away from the
apparatus bays. This feature is
considered an important improvement over the current
hall as it protects the bunker
gear from diesel fumes which
can contaminate the bunker

gear.
According to Chief Jenkins
the current fire hall and former
church sit on three quarters of
an acre of land where the current septic system, well and
water storage tanks are located.
He says these will all have to
be moved during the site
preparation for the new station.
It is expected construction
costs for both designs will be
similar, Chief Jenkins said.
The cost to demolish the
church is estimated to be
around $100,000 and costs to
renovate it could be less, he
said.
The next step in the process
will be presenting the designs
to council on December 13
when he will be recommending the church/fire hall design.
His presentation will also include plans for the temporary
location of the fire hall during
construction.
He said the trucks would remain in town but he would not
confirm the location.
(However, the Georgina Post
is speculating it could be the
garage at Have Bus Will
Travel on Pefferlaw Road.)
The Pefferlaw Fire Hall supports a volunteer fire crew of
20 people and three apparatus—a pumper, a rescue van
and a tanker. The current hall
was built by the Pefferlaw
Lions Club in 1960 to house
the 1932 Bickle fire truck they
purchased in 1956.
The former Cooke’s United
Church was built in 1889 and
served the community until it
was retired as a church in
2004. In 2005 it was converted
into a youth centre which was
operated by the town until it
closed in 2010.
Once council approves the
recommended design, Chief
Jenkins says he hopes to have
a shovel in ground by July
next year with a completion
date set for September 2019.

(Above) Proposed design incorporating the former church .
(Below) Proposed design without the church.
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The weather was perfect for the Sutton Parade of Lights

Santa and his elves wave to the enthusiastic crowd lining the streets during the 2017
Sutton Parade of Lights on Sat. December 2.

This beautifully decorated Gingerbread House was
an entry from Jennifer Jones of Keller Williams
Realty.

The Sutton Kinettes colleted over 600 lbs of
food donations for the Food Pantry from
parade goers.

Friends and family waited patiently along
the parade route to see the 52 brightly
decorated floats.

Although there was no snow, Frosty
and pals from Jericho gave residents
a glimpse of what is to come.

The familiar Thomas the Train,
sponsored by the Masonic Lodge is
always a great hit with the kiddies.

Bernadette Connors and fellow singers belt out Christmas carols to the delight of
the crowd on the Sutton Home Hardware float.
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Pefferlaw Tree Lighting celebrates 25 years

The community of Pefferlaw made a great showing on Sunday, December 3 to help the
Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers (PAR) light up the giant tree on the main street for
the Christmas season. The Church of the Nazarene choir (above) led the crowd in singing carols, there was a live nativity scene and a magician, Kyle Livingston, entertaining
everyone with his sleight of hand tricks. And of course, Santa and Mrs. Claus were on
hand to help Doug McCulloch of McCulloch Power Inc. and PAR president Garry Harpley flip the switch on the lights. Mr. McCulloch has been stringing the lights on the one
hundred foot tree (right) for 25 years and was helped by Amherst Crane to reach the
top. The lights have been donated by Home Hardware in Sutton.

(Above) The line-up was long as children were eager to meet Santa
and take home a treat after the tree lighting. (Right) Mrs. Claus,
Santa, Doug McCulloch and Garry Harpley look up as the switch is
flipped to turn on the 700 plus lights.

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com
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2017 Volunteer Awards

2

1. John Dallimore, 98, was named “Citizen of Year” at the 2017 Volunteer Awards ceremony on November 28. Georgina council members
were on hand to recognize the winners and offer congratulations.
2. Gavin Vahey, 9, and Aiden Vahey, 6, volunteering since March 2015.
3. Rachelle Zwaigenbaum from the Learning Centre for Georgina.
4. Grade 11 student Eric Van Loon has accumulated 300 volunteer
hours. 5. Marilyn Verdoold picked up her second Volunteer Award after
winning first in 2009. 6. Sierra Smith, a grade 12 student of Our Lady of
the Lake College, has accumulated over 700 volunteer hours.
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NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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7. Members of the Lake Simcoe Gardeners.
8. Pamela and Patrick Devine supporters of
everything Georgina. 9. Members of the Pefferlaw Lioness who are celebrating 40 years
of community service. 10. Michael Carriere
involved in numerous not-for-profit clubs and
community events. 11. Judith Wilson, President of Club 55 Pefferlaw Seniors. 12. Jeremy
Range, Secretary of Georgina Kinsmen.
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The Georgina Pioneer Village was
ablaze with lights on
Sat. Nov. 26 for the
hundreds of visitors
eager to experience
an Old Fashioned
Christmas celebration and the Town’s
Festival of Lights.
(Top Left) Shirley
Illerbrun is minding
the General Store as
Ashtyn and Ryann
Richards purchase
some old fashioned
candy sticks.
(Bottom Left) The
train station was a
popular stop on a
tour of the village as
visitors learned the
history of the rails in
Georgina.

There were lots specialty items on sale at the Annual
Port Bolster Craft Sale on Saturday, November 26.

(Above) Rogers TV Supervising Producer Jim
Anderson (centre), works
behind the scenes with
his crew to make sure
there are no hiccups in
the 2017 Georgina Cares
Live TV Auction on Sun. Nov. 26. TV personalities
Jennifer Anderson and Rob Grossi (inset) hosted the
show with celebrity guests and lined up the donated
items for bid. The program raised $33,000 for the
charity which supports families in need.

Pefferlaw Lions Christmas Party

Christmas is for kids—that sentiment was borne out at the Pefferlaw Lions and Lioness
Children’s Christmas Party on Sat. Dec. 3 at the Pefferlaw Hall. A large crowd of
children were on hand to play with lambs, chickens, rabbits and a pot belly pig in a
tutu from CritterVisits. They decorated cookies, munched on hot dogs and cotton
candy and left with a special gift from Santa.
Ariana Sampson (above left) is hugging her new puppy—a gift from Santa.
(Above Right) Ryan Jones, 2, from Pefferlaw is really enjoying the cookie decorated at
the craft table. (Right) Rosalyn Leinster, 4, from Pefferlaw enjoys her cotton candy.
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Lightings of the Trees
Georgina communities were busy lighting up
the holiday season with songs, merriment, fellowship and, of course, plenty of lights. On
November 24, the Uptown Keswick BIA sponsored their tree lighting event (right) with a
live band, an open fire and plenty of carolling.
On December 2, the Jackson’s Point BIA
turned the lights on for their spruce tree and
menorah display (left) before a crowd which
came to celebrate the season with friends and
family. The kiddies not only had a chance to
see Santa but joined in on the fun and games
with Polka Dot Door personality Cindy Cook
and her puppet friends.
(Left) The Willow
Beach contingent
were on hand at the
Jackson’s Point
parkette to see the
lights turned on.
(Right) Ward 1
Councillor Charlene Biggerstaff and
Ward 2 Councillor
Dan Fellini are all
smiles in anticipation of the Keswick
tree lighting.
(Left) Cindy Cook
of Polka Dot Door
fame and her trusty
Sant-Apoot mascot
entertain the kiddies.
(Right) Kids embrace Santa at the
Keswick tree lighting to share their
Christmas lists as
they promise to be
good.
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Coming Events & Announcements
You are invited to A Christmas Art Social
at the Georgina Arts Centre on Sun. Dec.
10 from noon until 3:00 pm. Browse the
gallery, the gift shop and juried art exhibit.
The Sutton Legion is hosting a Meat Roll
on Sun. Dec. 10 at 1:30 pm. A fun afternoon open to the public.
A Christmas Cantata “Bethlehem’s Light”
will be held at Trinity United Church in
Cannington on Sun. Dec 10 at 10:30 a.m.
Then on Sun. Dec. 17 at 10:30 am they
will host the Children’s Musical “Christmas
Around the World”. On Thurs. Dec. 21 at
7:00 pm the church will host the Longest
Night Service. Christmas Eve service will
begin on Sun. Dec. 24 at 7:00 pm.

Professional Fire Fighters Association will
take on the Former NHL All-Stars in an
exciting hockey match-up at the Georgina
Ice Palace on Thurs. Dec. 28 at 7:30 pm.
This is a fundraising event that will benefit
the Children’s Wish Foundation.
The Annual Christmas Bird Count by the
South Lake Simcoe Naturalist Club will be
conducted on Sat. Dec. 30. Please call Paul
Harpley at (905) 722-8021 to participate.

It will be fun for the whole family on Dec.
31 at the 2018 Roc’N New Year’s Eve FamCLASSIFIED ADS
ily Bash. Fun starts at 5:00 pm at the ROC
with a family friendly countdown at 8:00
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
pm with a hot chocolate toast.
Busy chiropractic office looking for a
registered massage therapist to join our
The Egypt Hall Board is inviting you to
healthcare team. Walk in to a full pracLoretto Maryholme Spirituality Centre will their New Year’s Eve Dance on Sun. Detice today! Please email resume to
host its Winter Solstice on Thurs. Dec. 21
cember 31 at the Egypt Hall. Doors open at dr.dianegolding@gmail.com
from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. Quiet reflection and 8:00 pm and tickets are $30 each. Call (905)
refreshments.
722-3710 for tickets before they are all
UNLIMITED HIGH SPEED
gone.
INTERRNET
On Sun. Dec. 24 everyone is welcome to
25FTTN—$44.95 per mo.
join Ravenshoe United Church as they
Georgina Mayor and Council will be on
50FTTN—$49.95 per mo.
celebrate their Christmas Eve service at
hand at the ROC on Sunday, January 7,
No contract. FREE modem rental.
9:30 pm.
2018 from 9:00 am to noon to host their
$30 installation. Sign up today!
New Year Levee. Free pancake and sausage Call or text 647.518.0498
They are back again this year! The Georgina breakfast.
www.altimate1.com
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