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Mayor’s forum plans path forward on peaker
Convinced the Ontario Power Authority’s
(OPA) process that has resulted in a mandate to construct a 350 MW single-cycle,
gas-fired peaker plant in northern York
Region was flawed, York Region mayors
attending a meeting in Georgina last week
agreed to request a meeting with Ontario’s
Energy Minister in an effort to reconvene
a working group that would include members from their constituencies.
“Since the process was initiated by the
OPA, we have had the level of community
involvement that didn’t happen before,”
said Councillor Dave Szollosy. “Key players were not included in that part of the
discussion. The Town of Georgina, for
example, was not included in the development of the proposal that came out of the
OPA.”
Attending the meeting were elected officials from King Township, the Town of
East Gwillimbury and the Town of Georgina. Invited, although not represented
were Whitchurch/Stouffville, Aurora and
Newmarket.
Individual councils and citizens’ groups
opposing the construction of the peaker
plant have asked the Minister of Energy to
reconvene a working group with representation from municipalities where potential
sites for the peaker plant have been identified. To date, the Minister has not responded to those requests and elected offi-

cials are now of the mind-set that there
will be strength in numbers.
“Individual requests to the minister to reconstitute (the working group) have not
been responded to. There is a strength in
coming together as northern York Region
municipalities to make that request,” said
Councillor Szollosy.
“It is not a case of NIMBYism, it is the
technology that we don’t want. I don’t
want to see this kind of plant anywhere in
Ontario,” he said. “It is the wrong technology for our time and I think by saying that
together, we’re stating a much clearer argument for the minister.”
Prior to the meeting last week, northern
York Region mayors participated in a conference call where five of the six mayors
involved agreed to endorse a meeting with
Minister Smitherman.
Mayor Rob Grossi agreed to draft a resolution that would endorse such a meeting
and the attending politicians agreed to take
the resolution back to their respective
councils for a vote.
“What I was hoping for from this meeting
is that we could get a consensus from as
many municipalities as possible to put
forward as a joint or common resolution,”
said Councillor Jordan. “It may be easy to
ignore councils individually but it may be
harder to ignore a group of councils,” she
said.

MGPS Breakfast Club
For 13 years, volunteers at Morning
Glory Public School have been serving
breakfast for up to 150 hungry students
every morning.
According to Breakfast Club coordinator Tina Hois, the nutritious
breakfast is open to everyone from
those in need to those who missed
breakfast or just need an energy boost.

Breakfast Club students L to R are:
Victoria Hois, Gr. 1, Alicia Hois, Gr.
5, Mitchell Lawrence, Gr. 5 and
Mitchell Pedicelli, Gr. 6
The York Region Food for Learning
program together with community donations provide the groceries for the
students, Ms. Hois said, adding that
volunteers are needed at the school to
shop, cook, serve and clean-up. Anyone
interested should contact Ms. Hois at
(705) 437-1537. Meals are served five
days from 7:50 a.m. to 8:10 a.m.

Whether you’re moving up...down
...in or out of town…
Call me for all your real estate needs.
I’ll be there to help you through every step of the way!
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa for details at (905) 722-3211
Or you can click to www.teresamillar.com
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract
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Letter to the Editor
Before I begin, let me preface this
letter. I am writing this out of
profound respect for my parents,
grandparents, and all of our predecessors who have made this country what it is. I can trace my roots
in Canada back five generations.
Our forefathers, through hundreds
of years of their efforts, are responsible for what we, as Canadians, have today. They have given
us a proud heritage with copious
rights and a myriad of freedoms
which every person in our great
country enjoys.
An e-mail from my employer,
Durham District School Board, has
spawned this letter. I’d also like to
mention that one of the main
thrusts Durham Board is currently
promoting in our schools is
“respect”. We (all Board employees) received an e mail last week,
inviting us to our “second annual
Holiday celebration”. Holiday is
replacing the word “Christmas”. I
was told this is done out of consideration and sensibility for our
“new Canadians/residents ”, and
out of respect for their cultures,
customs, religions, traditions; as
some do not celebrate Christmas.
Why do you think so many people
come from all over the world to
Canada? To enjoy what we have,
the rights and freedoms (freedom
of speech/ the press/ religion etc.)
that are in place and thriving here.
The rights and freedoms previous
generations here worked for,
fought for. How many countries
are there in this world that ANY of
us could go to and hope to change
part of their traditions, customs, let
alone renaming one of the main
religious holidays on their calendars? Can you name even one?
I am not prejudiced in any way. I
believe we are all equal. This
country and the people in it have
embraced and respectfully welcomed people from all over the
world along with their customs,
their cultures and traditions, which
many continue to practice and
observe here. This is how it
should be. But, wait a minute! As
a Canadian, I have customs and
traditions too. The e-mail that I
received inviting me to a “Holiday
Celebration” infuriated my sensibility! It deeply offended me, because it is disrespectful to our
forefathers and our culture! As a
Canadian, it is very important to
me to call “Christmas” CHRISTMAS! Let us not forget why it is

called “Christmas”; the birth of
Christ! Yes, go back a few years
when this was basically a
“Christian” country. This is another right that our ancestors
fought for.
We are known as a polite, considerate, mannerly people. This
country has worked hard to welcome everyone and to be an all
inclusive society, but this should
not be at the expense of born and
bred Canadians losing their customs and traditions. “Christmas”
has been known as “Christmas” for
how many years in this country
and we should not be made to feel
ill at ease in our native land, for
continuing to use the word
“Christmas”. It is time we start
standing up for our rights and who
we are! “Christmas” may be only
the beginning, Easter could be
next. As the saying goes-it all
starts somewhere. How far do you
want to see this go?
I know this is a few months premature; I will blame the Durham
Board for sending out their
“Holiday Celebration” e mail. In
closing;let me be the first to wish
each and every resident of our
great country a very “Merry
Christmas”. May the peace, hope
and love that is Christmas, remain
with you always.
Yours most sincerely,
Brenda Reynolds.
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The NEW Sutton Home Hardware Store is

NOW OPEN!

We are NOW open at our new location at 20938 Dalton Road
(under the water tower). Join us for our
GRAND OPENING SPECIALS on Friday, October 3—
immediately after our ribbon cutting ceremonies at 9:00 a.m.
Every purchase you make NOW enters you in a draw to be
made on October 3 for a $500 gift certificate and tons of prizes.

See you on October 3, 4, 5 for our

GRAND OPENING EVENT!
20938 Dalton Rd. Sutton

(905) 722-6575
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Couple spent 25 years establishing natural habitat for wild life
In 1983, Fran and I bought
Ivan and Fran Foster in Pefferlaw bought 50 acres of use the pond as a feeding stasome vacant acreage. It was our
woodland 25 years ago with the intention of turning it tion, and the green herons
intention to build a house and
have nested here for years. A
into a private nature reserve. Here is their story on the pair of mallards claim the
maintain the rest as a natural
progress they have made.
area for all wildlife, both plant
pond each year as does as a
and animal. Twenty-five years
pair of Canada geese. The
later we are still committed to our original boxes each spring and record the nest as
perimeter of the pond is left natural, and
objective.
successful or unsuccessful judging from the offers protection for the young of all the
The property was abandoned farmland, left remaining eggshells left in the box. The
species that call it home.
to the whims of nature. Forest regeneration grey phase of the screech owl has been seen The swamp is home to a myriad of creawas well advanced. Fields were no longer
using one of the boxes as a winter roost
tures including the grey tree frog, weasels,
well defined. Fences
many times over the
white-tailed deer and various other birds
that may have been
years. It will sit in the
and animals. We came across a blue spotted
present were no
hole with its face exsalamander while doing some cleanup a few
longer there. The soil
posed to the winter sun. years ago. This was not the ubiquitous salais predominantly
hooded mergansers have mander that miraculously appears each time
sand, with shallow
shown a passing interest a project comes under an environmental
topsoil, if present at
in the nest boxes but
assessment; this one actually was here. We
all. The regeneration
they move on after
haven’t seen one since, though.
consists mainly of
spending a week or two There is a host of plant life too numerous to
the pioneer species
on the pond in early
mention here.
such as aspen, white
spring.
The woodlot is under a Managed Forest
birch, cedar, ash and
The pond is home to
Tax Incentive Program (MFTIP) and the
red maple.
beaver, muskrats, mink, objective is to manage and enhance it for
The fifty acres convarious reptiles, snapwildlife. We maintain a yearly activity
sists of approxiping turtles, painted tur- sheet outlining any work done in accormately 45 acres of forest of various stages. tles, and other water inhabitants. We have
dance with the MFTIP. We also have a
There are several small open areas, an inter- seen the occasional river otter use the pond Conservation Land Tax Incentive Program
mittent stream flowing through a cedar/ash for a day or so then move on. The pond also in effect on the property. We planted 500
swamp, and a beaver pond.
attracts raccoons. White-tailed deer use it as red pine seedlings in 1989 with considerBefore we built the house, several Ontario a water source, and have been seen feeding able success. Since that time we have
Ministry of Natural Resources (OMNR)
on the water lilies.
planted 350 white pine seedlings, 150 white
personnel visited the area and advised us on Several years ago a moose travelled through spruce seedlings, 250 red oak seedlings and
various wildlife enhancement projects we
the property following the creek. We did
100 white oak seedlings. All planted by
may consider doing. We set up a wood
not see the animal, but the tracks were un- hand. The success rate is very good. We
duck nesting box program, and a “Bluebird mistakeable. Several years ago we raised a also try to get a bag of black walnuts each
trail” of nest boxes. Both projects have been dozen baby wood ducks after the mother
year and let the squirrels plant them. Somein place, monitored and maintained since
was injured while trying to move her brood how, any we plant never seem to satisfy the
1983.
across the Dalton Road in Sutton. Somehow squirrels; they keep moving them. We have
Wood ducks are very secretive after the
we ended up with the brood. They were
planted any number of wildlife shrubs, and
eggs hatch, so we have no idea how many
released once they could fly. We rehabilimoved various seedlings to a more suitable
young wood ducks have been raised with
tated a common loon and a gull on the pond location.
the help of our program but we occasionally for a local veterinarian, and set the disloThere was an absence of cottontail rabbits
see a mother with her brood of young duck- cated leg of a great horned owl and cared
on the property when we bought it. In fact,
lings on the beaver pond. We clean the nest for it till we released it. Great blue herons
for the first 10 years or so, we could not
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and indigenous grass species
find a track in the winter snow. I
cut firewood in the fall and all
brush from the wood cutting
operation is placed into piles for
small mammal habitat. This,
coupled with mange that swept
through the canine population,
has seen a return of the cottontail to our property. The rabbits
can be seen most days on the
lawn feeding on the grasses and
clover and they continue to increase. The woodlot has a small
population of snowshoe hares.
We maintain a small food plot
of grasses and red clover for the
deer and turkeys. Deer and turkey tracks can be seen using the
trails we have established
throughout the woodlot. For the
last several years a white-tailed
doe has used the area between
the house and the beaver pond
to nurture her fawn through the
first few weeks of its life.
We had as many as 7 turkeys at
one time on the back lawn this
spring, 4 jakes and 3 hens. Two
hens have decided to remain
near the house and we see them
most days. In late summer, hen
turkeys often walk by with their
poults.
Tree swallows, house wrens, or
chickadees usually occupy the
songbird nest boxes. Occasionally, we get a bluebird. This
year a pair of bluebirds used one
nest box but we noticed the female was missing one day. On
closer inspection, we found the
remains of a wing near the nest
box, perhaps the result of a
small hawk attack.
We have known for probably 20
years or more that, in what we
call the west meadow, there is
an unusual type of grass. We
tentatively identified it as big
bluestem grass. After finding a
website called Tallgrass Ontario, we contacted them and
with the aid of some digital photos, the grass was confirmed as
big bluestem grass. This is a
tallgrass prairie grass. Graham
Buck of Tallgrass Ontario did a
site inspection and took GPS coordinates to add this site to their
database. Apparently, we have
one of the rarest of eco-systems

in Ontario, a tallgrass prairie
remnant. The property also has a
few other prairie indicator species including wild bergamot or
monarda, black-eyed-susan,
showy tick trefoil (rare), and
various asters. Some of the
plants are rather scattered
throughout the area. We are
doing some enhancement work
to protect the prairie species and
are working toward expanding
the big bluestem grass into some
of the open areas. It is a
drought-tolerant grass and once
established it should do well.
Shortly after we bought this
property, I (Ivan) was discussing
my plans with George Cooke.
George was on the executive
with the Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) at
the time. He suggested this was
a mammoth undertaking and
perhaps should become a club
project. There were no local
clubs affiliated with OFAH in
my area at the time so this has
been basically a 2-person project since the beginning. This is truly a
“labour of love”, and
we get a great deal of
satisfaction from what
we do.
The Georgina Sportsmen’s Alliance supplied us with six wood
duck nesting boxes to
replace the original
six. The York Land
Stewardship Council
supplied funding for
the pipe to mount the
boxes and our son
supplied the brackets.
Our property provides
a wildlife corridor
between the Duclos
Point Provincial Wildlife Area to the north,
and the Egypt-Zephyr
Wetland Complex to
the south. With the
exception of the hydro
easement crossing our
property, the wildlife
has uninterrupted
cover between the two
areas.
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GTTI Job Fair

Georgina Trades Training Inc. hosted its third job fair on Thursday, September 18 at the GTTI building in Sutton creating an
opportunity for job seekers and local employers to meet each
other and explore opportunities. The GTTI provides training in
various trade disciplines on an ongoing basis.

Rabies Clinic

The Pefferlaw Rabies Clinic held on Saturday, September 20 at
the Pefferlaw Fire Hall vaccinated 90 pets against rabies and
raised $860 for the Pefferlaw Association of Rate Payers. Above,
Dr. McNeil administers a shot to Stormy as his owner, Bruce
Beach from Pefferlaw, looks on.
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2008 Georgina Senior Games—Sept. 15-26
Angeline Richard takes
careful aim at a dart board
at the Sutton Legion on
Monday, Sept. 22 while
participating in the dart
competition, one of the 20
activities scheduled for the
2008 Georgina Senior
Games. Over 600 participants signed up for games.

This handsome foursome
tee’d off at the Pines of Georgina on Thursday, September
18 for the 18-hole Golf event.
Men’s Gold Winners were:
Jim Hurst (Handicap 0-23);
Lorne Newton (Handicap 2430); Hans Helleman
(Callaway).
Ladies Gold Winners were:
Marie Cree (Handicap 0-36);
and Beryl McIntyre
(Callaway)

Horticulture Medal Awarded
to Audrey Whitcombe

Audrey Whitcombe, 78, of Sutton was
awarded The Silver Medal from the
Ontario Horticultural Association for
demonstrating years of leadership, encouragement and knowledge to gardeners in her community. Dorothy was a
founding member of the Lake Simcoe
Garden Club, Junior Gardeners, Lake
Simcoe South Gardeners and hosted a
live TV gardening program on Trillium.

What’s Happening in October at:

Georgina Trades Training Inc.
Information Sessions—So you want to be a...
Electrician
Wednesday, October 8, 2008
7:00 pm until 9:00 pm

Cook/Baker
Tuesday, October 14, 2008
7:00 pm until 9:00 pm

Location: 5207 Baseline Rd. Please call to register or for more information.

Presented in Association With
Support for this program was made possible through the York Region Community and
Health Services Department’s Community Development Investment Fund.

(L to R) Brenda Campbell, Joan Pearce, Kay Phenix and Betty
Oliver participate in the Contract Bridge event.

SMART SERVE TRAINING
MONDAY, October 20, 2008
9:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Course Fee: $30
Location: Sutton Employment Resource Centre
20887 Dalton Rd., Unit 5, Sutton

WHMIS TRAINING
TUESDAY, October 21, 2008
9:30 a.m. — 11:30 p.m.
Course Fee: $20
Location: Sutton Employment Resource Centre
20887 Dalton Rd., Unit 5, Sutton
Georgina Trades Training Inc.
FIND US ON FACEBOOK
Phone: 905-722-6300, E-Mail: info@gtti.ca
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York Simcoe candidates answer this question: What do you think is the Number On
Judith Moses
Federal Liberal
Candidate

“I would say the number one issue is the
economy. We have a wide range of economic circumstances in the riding and certainly across Canada we have over 900,000
Canadian children who live in poverty and
we have a number of those children in our
riding.
Working class families who cannot count
on public transit are concerned about the
price of gas driving back and forth to
work—all related to the economy. And
related to that is the cost of home heating
oil and natural gas and how to keep those
prices low.
I think the first thing is to cut income taxes
by putting a price on pollution. We would
cut the lowest income tax rate by 10 per
cent and cut the middle two income tax
brackets as well. There is going to be a new
universal child care benefit of $350 per
child per year whether or not you pay federal income tax. And just to clarify because
the conservatives are saying we were going
to change this, there will be no, I underscore no change for the universal child care
benefit. We will be introducing a new child
care program—the one that was negotiated
by Ken Dryden with the provinces—and
that will be instituted immediately because
those deals have already be negotiated.
With respect to other families in the area
we are going to increase the employment
tax credit by $850 so that brings it up to
$1,850 from $1,000 and that’s for Canadians that earn less than $50,000.
The next thing is the working income tax
benefit is going to be increased.
For seniors, the guaranteed income supplement is going to increase for low income
seniors.
And then the final thing, which will apply
to rural people because rural people don’t
have public transit to rely on and they have
to drive, there is going to be a $150 credit
for each rural tax filer and that is to compensate for the fact that they can’t hop on a
bus or subway and go where they need to
go—they must drive.
We shift then from households to businesses and we need to encourage businesses to adopt green technology. There

will be tax incentives to encourage green
technology creation.
For farmers in the York Simcoe area
there is going to be a $400 million emission reduction fund...and relief for farmers of a $250 million green farms fund
that will give rebates to industries that
buy green technologies and cut their energy use, their emissions and their costs.
In summary what we are trying to do is
cut income taxes, put a price on pollution
at $40 a ton and while doing that we will
clean up our environment and fight poverty at the same time.”

is the main source of anxiety because they
have to commute and they have to heat
their homes and so on and it is squeezing
their household budget.

Sylvia Gerl
Federal
New
Democratic
Party
Candidate

Peter Van Loan
Federal
Conservative
Candidate

“Most of the folks that I am talking to are
concerned about this potential carbon tax.
If there is an issue, that is the one that
gets raised. For seniors, they are already
tightly budgeted on heating and hydro
and so on and they can’t afford a further
increase on that.
And, for a lot of young families that are
trying to make ends meet, it is a similar
concern.
They appreciate the tax cuts that they
have and they can’t afford anymore taxes.
We are not going to reverse the GST cuts
that we put in place or the other tax reductions. On the price of fuel and energy
we are actually going to be cutting in half
the excise tax on diesel which is important for the economy and all of the products that depend on diesel trucking to
ship them which affect consumers.
Everyone is very positive on what we
have done (for Lake Simcoe’s environment) and that would be the thing that
people raise with me second most often.
In general, I don’t see a lot of people
raising issues about lost jobs and so on.
Most people are still doing fine but they
are afraid the economy could go badly
and they are looking at it from their personal economy—their household economy—and that is where the taxes come
into play and child care benefits come
into play—things that have put them better off. A typical family is $3,300 better
off than when we were elected because of
our tax reductions—all of which Stephan
Dion opposed. As a result, I think people’s household finances are alright subject to concerns about energy costs. That

“At the moment what seems to be upper
most on people’s minds...is the illogic of
gas prices going up overnight when they
know that the gas is already at the station in
the tanks underneath and they also know
that oil is trading lower. They are finding it
is ridiculous and they feel they are being
gouged. They want to know who is responsible and they want the government to do
something about it.
Despite all of that, I would say (the number
one issue) is still healthcare. A lot of people
are very concerned about continuing to
receive public healthcare and continuing to
keep it public. They see now what happens
when you get into privatizing and the costs
of private healthcare.
One of the things the NDP has pledged to
do is hire a lot more doctors. One of the
biggest things that pops up at the door is, ‘I
don’t have a family doctor’ and the NDP
would also forgive student loans for people
who would promised to stay as family MDs
for 10 years after they graduate. Of course
too, finally fixing the foreign credentials
problem because very often, people who
are highly educated are coming from other
countries and if we are allowing immigration based on education and then don’t
recognize those credentials then they have
been led on.
One of my goals long term, if possible, is to
get national dental coverage—similar to
OHIP to make sure that everyone can get
their teeth taken care of. People shouldn’t
have to live in a society where some people
can afford to get their teeth fixed and other
people can’t because it does affect your
health.
I don’t want to forget the environment.
Because Peter Van Loan has made such a
big deal out of giving federal money to the
lake, I don’t want anyone to be duped into
thinking that the Conservatives are in any
way environmental. And certainly the environment has become a bigger and bigger
thing at the door.”
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ne issue in the York-Simcoe riding and what will your government do to address it?
John Dewar

Vicki Gunn

Federal
Green
Party
Candidate

Christian Heritage
Party
Candidate

“Well, everyone seems to have their own
view on things, but a lot of what you are
hearing right now is energy and energy
prices and not just the price we are paying
for fuel, but the price we are paying for
using fuel. The thing I am hearing right now
is ‘how are we going to reduce carbon dependency without getting shafted too heavily by the price of fuel’. So people are really
up against it.
What our party is going to do about it is we
need to change the way the tax system
works. They have to start rewarding people
for conservation and putting a price on pollution. The only way we are going to
change behaviour is to start rewarding good
behaviour and putting the price on polluters.
The Liberals call it tax green shift but they
really haven’t got the whole picture because
you can’t have a stem without the carrot.
What is missing in the other parties is they
are not talking about cap and trade—carbon
credit trading—if you want businesses to
benefit from their reductions you have to
reward them and allow them to trade credits
like they do in Europe. There are two difference aspects to it. If you have a cap and
trade system and you put a price on the resources you use that money to reduce income taxes on businesses to allow them to
be more competitive but more importantly,
you allow them to trade.
The fundamental difference between the
Green Party and the other ones is that all of
our policies are integrated. In all of our polices we consider the impact not just on the
economy, but the economy, the environment
and social responsibility. Because to solve
any problems you have to look at how they
affect each other.
The problem with this is a lot of the other
parties are trying to boil it down into simplistic slogans. On the one hand you’ve got the
Conservatives decrying a carbon tax and
saying it is a tax on everything, which it isn’t
and the Liberals on the other hand are doing
a poor job of selling this carbon tax without
explaining that for it to work, you really have
to make it what we call, revenue neutral. The
most fundamental difference is what we call
a triple bottom line—the economy, the environment and social responsibility.”

“As far as I’m concerned the number one
issue has got to be gas prices. Even though
they have gone down, we have a lot of people that commute to Toronto everyday and
certainly with farming communities, you

have a lot of gas being used in this area.
So the issue has to be around taxation for
gas because there is tax upon tax upon tax
on gas.
What we are looking to do is implement a
fair tax—get rid of the income tax because
that penalizes people for working and instead it would be a fair tax—a set rate
around about 20 per cent. It would be on
everything except essentials so basically that
would decrease the gas taxes a lot because
right now it is being extremely highly taxed.
So that is what we would do as far as dealing with taxation around gas.”

1st Annual washer tournament benefits Pefferlaw ice-pad
Twenty-one teams of two signed
up for the 1st Annual Washer
Tournament on Sunday, September 21 and raised $500 for the
Pefferlaw ice-pad.
Organizer Amanda O’Neill said
everyone had a great time pitching
washers and enjoyed the last day
of summer in the sunshine.
John and Dawn Sondrup went
home the winners of the tournament and received washer trophies, a new washer set and a shirt
donated by Valhalla Travel.
Second place went to Tammy
Agnew and Kevin Hartwick who
won a washer set and sports set
donated by the Pefferlaw Post.
Ken and Gail James came in third
Teams square off at the 1st Annual Washer Tournaand picked up a Shark car vacment at the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre.
uum and golf shirt.

Egypt Hall hosts 5th Annual Perfect Pie and Cake Contest
Egypt Hall hosted its 5th Annual Perfect
Pie and Cake Contest on Sunday, September 21 and raised just under $2,000 to
support kids’ sports teams, teenager exchange programs and individual/families
in need.

(L to R) Evelene Bain and Brad Smockum
judge a peach pie in the Best Junior Under 12 Pie category.

The contest attracted 58 entries with best
pie bragging rights going to: Helen Westgarth and Mary Kay for best fruit pie;
Brye-ann McMorran for best apple pie;
Mary Kay for best meringue pie; Steven
Pallet for best chocolate pie; Cathy
Smockum for best pecan pie; and Christopher Carriere for best junior under 12
pie.
Best cake winners were: Jaclyn Grossi
for best chocolate cake; Brye-ann
McMorran for best carrot cake; Mary
Kay for best Christmas cake and
Mackenzie Jamieson for best junior under 12 cake.
“The Egypt Hall Board would like to
thank all of our sponsors, judges and volunteers who make this such a successful
event,” said organizer Angela Jamieson.
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Sunderland Fair

Beaverton Fair

(Right) Jean Robertson of Sunderland
held carving demonstrations at the fair
and displayed some of
her work.

(Left) George Cooper from Cooper’s
Falls poses with
his prize winning
chicken in the
Light Brahma
category.

(Above) Don Robertson’s
team of Percherons “the
breed that made this country
what it is today” wins first
prize in the Light Draft category.
(Right) This Senior Yearling
cow, Trixie, owned by Justine
Taylor in Lindsay gets set to
strut her stuff in the arena.

Iris Lauder, 6, from Manilla tries
her hand at milking a cow—the
life-sized statue was equipped with
a synthetic udder which gave kids a
life-like experience.

It’s a “Dog Day
Afternoon” at
the Beaverton
Fair for this
British Bull Dog,
Hank, the mascot for
Homeniuk Rides.

Lindsay O’Neill, 4, from
Bolsover waves to Mom
from the merry-go-round.

(Right)
Bethany and
her brother
Owen Robinson from
Beaverton
aren’t too
sure how
much fun
they are
having.
A popular attraction for the kiddies was this corn-filled box complete with farm implements.
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Pefferlaw Youth Centre Open House
Dozens of kids and parents attended the
Pefferlaw Youth Centre Open House on
Monday, September 15 and enjoyed hotdogs and refreshments while reviewing
the program line-up for the new school
year.
Since opening the centre in the former
Cooke’s United Church facility on Pefferlaw Rd. in February 2005, Jericho Youth
Services, the organization charged with
Ronnie McElroy, 6, from Pefferlaw tries
delivering the programs, has provided
his hand at ping pong.
recreational activities for youth from age
three to teen.
In addition to their regular programming such as martial arts, dodge
ball, floor hockey, a homework club
and board games, the kids can take
in a Friday night movie on the first
Friday of every month and stimulate
their creative energy with art programs.
New this year is a program called
The Mix, a cooking class on Tuesdays and Thursdays and Sports of all
Sorts on Mondays.
(L to R) Liz Chasson, 11, Foxx Rubia, 10, KenThe centre is open Monday to Friday
nedy Rubia, 11, and Roxann Blaney, 9, have
from 3:00-9:00 pm and from noon to
fun in the computer lab.
10:00 pm on Saturdays.
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Tea and Topics in Sutton

Judith Moses, the Liberal candidate running in the upcoming federal election, hosted a tea for local area women on
September 10 at Jackson’s Landing in Jackson’s Point. Ms.
Moses and Dr. Carolyn Bennett, MP for the riding of St.
Paul’s, discussed the Liberal environmental platform and
social issues such as health care and poverty found in a
Liberal women’s caucus initiative called “the Pink Book”.
After the presentations made by Ms. Moses and Dr. Bennett, Ms. Moses fielded questions from the floor and addressed questions concerning immigration, the environment, health care and child care.

Ovarian cancer awareness boat

With September being Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, a
group of women committed to the cause decorated a pontoon
boat in Pefferlaw and traversed the Pefferlaw River on September 15 in support of the estimated 2,400 women who will be diagnosed with the disease this year.
Pefferlaw resident Shyann St. Croix has been hosting her
“tampoon” boat cruise for the past three years as a celebration
of “womanhood and sisterhood” and an opportunity to raise
money and promote awareness for ovarian cancer research.
Prior to the cruise, the women paraded their decorated hats
through town on a tractor-drawn float.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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For the Love of Dogs

Cryderman’s Chronicles
We welcome recent visitors
from Ottawa to the home of
Dr. Robert and Nancy Elgie. Pat Bailey, mother-inlaw of Alison McDermott,
daughter of Carol and Alan
McDermott. Also Helen
Leslie, (Boo), a member of
Canada’s well known and
famous military family. She
is a long time friend of the
Elgies. They enjoyed their
visit with a tour around Lake
Drive and a lunch at the Briars Resort.

Luan Egan throws a Frisbee for her nine-year-old border collie,
Meg, at the For the Love of Dogs show at Eaglewood in Pefferlaw
on Saturday, September 20. Meg is a therapeutic dog registered
with Therapeutic Paws of Canada and visits the sick and elderly
in hospitals and retirement residences.

Our congratulations to Dave
Haynes and his wife Anita
on the opening of their new
Sutton Home Hardware
store. The Grand Opening
celebrations will be held on
October 3 and on October 1
Visitors this past week from the couple will celebrate 17
Sault Ste Marie were Anita years as the proprietors of
Melanson and her daughter Home Hardware in Sutton.
Congratulations to you and
Nancy Martineau. They
were visiting Lynn Lemieux your staff!
of Jackson’s Point and enjoyed shopping at Apples of To have your news items
Gold and downtown Sutton. published in this column
contact Ruth Reid at (905)
Dr. R. E. Elgie, Chairman of 722-8200 or (905) 722-3399.

Tennyson Tidbits
Lots of celebrations at the Sarasin
household this month. Bruce and
Margie Sarasin will celebrate their 18th
wedding anniversary on September 29.
Margie also turned the big 40 on September 6 and Bruce celebrated his birthday on September 22. Cheers to you
both!

by Random Acts. According to instructor Ron Cross, the act of drumming balances social skills and improves learning. The kids I saw were definitely attentive and were enjoying the experience.

Congratulations to the Georgina Damselflyer Dragon Boat team who have
just completed their 5th season. The
Happy Birthday to John Mitrovic who team competed in four regattas this sumturns 81 on October 2. John is a member mer and have raised in excess of $4,000
for the Southlake Regional Health Care
of the Sutton Legion and his family
Foundation. Damselflyer team member
wishes him many happy returns.
Trish Kosar says they will expand their
Ashley Shearer turned 21 on September membership next year to include youth
21. Happy Birthday Ashley from your
and co-ed teams. If you are interested in
Nana and Pop.
joining this up and coming water sport,
Happy Birthday to Johnny Buchner Jr. contact Trish at (905) 722-7284.
who turned 21 on September 21. Cheers
to you Johnny.
And our very best wishes to Gerhard
Buchner who will celebrate his 22nd
birthday on September 28. Don’t be
celebrating too hard Gerhard!
I was at Morning Glory Public School
last week while the kids were engaged in
an African drumming session presented

The Greenbelt Committee
was delighted to see the
overwhelming response on
Sunday’s ride from Newmarket to the Briars Resort. It
was sold out. Congratulations to all who took part on
a beautiful sunny day.

Riverview
Student Volunteers and
Supply Teaching Staff
Wanted

Pre-School and Nursery
School Programs
Located in the
Udora United Church

OPEN

6:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

Julie Bersche
Early Childhood Educator

705-228-1120
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Residents share old tales of
The Village of Pefferlaw has a story to tell.
For some, it is a chapter in our history best
left untold. But for others, it is a story that
documents our colorful past and legitimizes our heritage just as much as the railway, farming, the mills, the dam and ice
fishing have done.
At one time and not so long ago, Pefferlaw
had the reputation as “the bootlegging
capital of Canada” and with good reason.
Some estimate that there were as many as
21 bootleggers in town at once and for a
small town, that was a lot of hooch. Residents could travel hundreds of miles away
from home and as soon as they mentioned
they were from Pefferlaw, people would
comment on our bootlegging legacy.
So how did such a small inconspicuous
town ever earn a status of such legendary
proportions? And why?
According to Melissa Matt at the Georgina
Pioneer Village and Museum and Archives, our bootlegging activities have
been captured in the annals of history as
far back as our founder, Captain William
Johnston who settled in Georgina Township in 1819 and founded Pefferlaw in
1823. It seems that before Captain Johnson
became president of the temperance society in 1841, he supplied one of his mill
hands, William Chirnside, with secondgrade wheat which Mr. Chirnside used to
make mash for his backyard still.
Considered the most “genteel” of all
crimes, Pefferlaw’s early foray into the
liquor trade may have been one of the reasons why residents consistently passed a
Local Options vote to allow local hotels to
sell spirits. These included the Wright Hotel built in 1857 (current home of Kevin
Fullbrook on Pefferlaw Road), the Morning Glory Hotel built in the 1860s (located
where Morning Glory Public School now
stands), the Winfield Hotel built in the
1860s (located at the river where Station
Rd. meets Old Homestead) and the Belvedere Hotel built in 1884 (originally called
the Mansion House).
Most agree that one of the reasons Pefferlaw became such a haven for bootlegging
activities was because it was a “wet” community.
“Beaverton, Cannington, Woodville, Sunderland, Uxbridge and most communities
north of Highway 7 were dry,” tells one
resident. “So people from these towns
would come to Pefferlaw to drink and
when the hotels closed for the night, they
would go to a bootlegger to buy whiskey
to take home.”

With Lindsay being the closest town available in which to purchase legal liquor for
home consumption, the brisk hotel business in Pefferlaw had unintentionally created a ‘home market’ for illegal liquor that
many Pefferlaw families could not resist.
The manufacture of whiskey in a backyard
still was not rocket science. It involved
combining the raw material (in Pefferlaw’s
case it was mostly wheat) with water and
adding yeast to make a mash. Once the
concoction fermented, it
was strained and the liquid was transferred into a
copper vessel over an
open fire. As the brew
boiled, steam escaped into
coiled copper tubing
above and when the tubing was cooled with ice,
the condensation that occurred dripped into a keg
below. And voila, moonshine. The descendant of
one family that owned a
still said, “they did it to get by—that is
how some people made their living.”
As much as it was an illegal activity, it
could also be dangerous. If the ‘recipe’ for
making bootleg liquor was not just right, a
contaminant called ‘methanol’, also known
as ‘wood alcohol’ could cause blindness,
paralysis and even death. To guard against
such disastrous events, Pefferlaw bootleggers were known to take a flask of their
home-made brew into a doctor in Sutton to
have it tested. “And if there was no wood
alcohol found in it, the bootlegger would
always leave a bottle behind,” said one
resident.
Pefferlaw’s renowned reputation as a bootlegging community was not only due to the
industrious still-owners and hooch manufacturers—it was also based on those entrepreneurial individuals who distributed
liquor and beer from their homes. “You
knew where those places were because
there were always a dozen cars or so
parked nearby,” recalls one resident.
Bootlegging offences were traditionally
handled by the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police and offenders could face fines of up
to $1,000 or time in jail. According to Len
Donner, a local police officer in Pefferlaw
during our bootlegging heydays in the
1950s, it was also an offence to frequent
illegal distributors. “There was a law on
the books called ‘found-ins’ and anyone
caught in these establishments faced a
‘found-in’ charge,” he said.

Mr. Donner also said the RCMP had an
informer fee which would pay an informer
a percentage of the fine that was levied
upon a convicted bootlegger.
By the 1960s much of the still manufacturing had died off. However, bootlegging
“retail” whiskey and beer continued until
the early 1970s when the LCBO installed a
mobile trailer beside the old municipal
offices on Pefferlaw Rd. for the legal purchase of beer, wine and liquor. The bootlegging industry in Pefferlaw was over, but the
memories and the stories
live on.
Descendants of the families
involved in bootlegging
activities have related the
following tales for us. These
accounts describe the tenacity and the bravado of men
and women who sold bootleg liquor in Pefferlaw to
help make ends meet.
(Editor’s Note: In researching this story, many old Pefferlaw families
shied away from relating family tales that
spoke of their ancestors’ involvement in
the illegal liquor trade unless I agreed to
publish these tales without disclosing the
names. Others were willing to relate their
stories without a cloak of anonymity.)
Old Tale #1
“During the Depression, Herb and Nelson
Hales in Port Bolster had a still in a boathouse across from Ivy Godfrey’s place.
One day, some Mounties were having
lunch in a local restaurant and were discussing a raid on Herb and Nelson’s still.
A waitress serving them overheard their
plans and got word to Herb and Nelson of
the impending raid. They quickly went to
the boathouse, loaded their operation into a
row boat and moved it to a location across
the lake to Morning Glory Swamp. Even
though Herb made the liquor, he never
drank and he never smoked. But it was
known to be some of the best whiskey in
these parts. Another time, he was arrested
and convicted of bootlegging and was told
he had to either pay a fine or serve three
months in jail. He chose to serve time in
jail during the winter months because he
didn’t operate his still then. ”
Old Tale #2
“During the Depression, my grandfather
and a friend had a 'still' in the Morning
Glory Swamp--the area that is now
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bootlegging activity in Pefferlaw
Holmes Point. During this era there were
no houses or roads at Holmes Point. One
day, my grandfather and his friend went
into the swamp to check on their still. They
were walking in when my grandfather’s
friend stopped and whispered that a stick
that he had placed in the path had been
moved. They both ducked into the bush to
hide. From where they were hiding, they
saw a car stop on the road (what is now
Highway #48) and two or three Mounties
got out. These Mounties entered the
swamp from the road and headed inward,
toward the still, walking past where my
grandfather and his friend were hiding.
Moments later those Mounties and two or
three other Mounties exited the swamp and
got into the car and drove off. My grandfather and his friend left after this, not risking a check on the still. A day or so later,
my grandfather’s friend came to my grandfather’s house and said that he wanted to
borrow a shotgun so he could enter the
swamp and check on the still. If he encountered anyone, he could claim he was
hunting ducks (hence the gun). My grandfather’s friend did this and returned to my
grandfather’s house and told him their still
was all smashed up by the Mounties.”
Old Tale #3
“I can tell you a tale of a bootlegger on
Thorah Island. He was known to make
some of the best whiskey around and one
night the RCMP decided to raid his still.
They didn’t know it, but he used to surround his bush with string and tin cans so
he would know if someone was nosing
around. On this particular night, it was
pouring rain and cold outside and the
Mounties sat in the bush waiting for him to
make a move. In the morning, he went
outside, approached the waiting Mounties
and said “you boys better come inside and
have a coffee. It is pretty wet out here.”

Old Tale # 4
“There was a complaint that Red Maude
was bootlegging so a couple of baby-faced
Mounties went to her house posing as customers. When she answered the door the
Mounties told her they wanted to buy some
beer. She asked the first mountie how old
he was and he told her he was 17. She then
asked the second Mountie how old he was
and he replied that he was 16. “Well, I
can’t sell you any beer,” Red Maude replied, “I don’t sell to people who are underage.”
Old Tale #5
“I worked delivering milk for the Briar’s
Dairy when I was 16 and because we had
to have the milk delivered by 7:00 a.m.
everyday, I used to deliver it throughout
the night. There used to be a woman bootlegger in Pefferlaw who had a place on the
outskirts of town and I got to her house at
about 3:00 a.m. one morning. There was a
lot of noise and laughing going on inside
and I knocked on the door to see what
dairy products she wanted. She invited me
in to have a beer so I sat down with my
beer and was just watching everything that
was going on. Suddenly, a naked woman
came running down the stairs and ran outside into the corn fields. She was followed
by a naked man who was yelling and
screaming at her. I quickly thanked my
hostess for the beer and said I had to get
going. The funny part of the story is that
the man who was chasing the women was
a person I recognized as a co-worker at the
dairy. For then on, every time I saw him I
would burst out laughing.”
Old Tale # 6
“My father was a drunk and never worked
so my mother was a bootlegger to make a
dollar—she had to do it to make a few
bucks. She used to make wine, rhubarb

wine, and I remember one time she stored
them all in the closet and one exploded and
broke all the others and there was wine all
over the place.
She was never raided, the police never
raided her in fact, one day I walked in and
there were two cops sitting there inside the
house having a drink.
One time, a fellow came by to buy a bottle
of wine and he had the money all folded up
in his hand. Mom went and got the bottle
of wine and handed it to him and he gave
her the money all folded up and then he
scurried away. After he left, she unfolded
the money and it was Canadian Tire
money.

16

Coming Events & Announcements
The 14th Annual Georgina
Studio Tour & Sale is on Sept.
27 & 28 from 10:00 am to 5:00
pm. Take a drive through town
and visit the works of 20 artists.
Udora United Church is celebrating its 158th Anniversary
on Sunday, Sept 28 at 11:00
with a special service. Guest
speaker Allan McGillivary.
Lunch at hall follows.
Brechin-Mara Legion will
host its September karaoke
night at 8:00 pm on Sat. Sept.
27. All welcome.
The Queensville Players are
hosting Timothy Drake, “The
WOW Factor” on Sat. Sept. 27
from 7:00 t0 11:00 pm at the
Stephen Leacock Theatre.
The 4th Annual Dog Walkathon for the Sick and Injured
Animal Fund takes place at the
McLeod Park in Cannington on
Sat. Sept. 27.
Don’t forget to purchase your
tickets to the Business Excellence Awards night at the
Briar’s on Oct. 18. Call the
Georgina Chamber of Commerce at (905) 476-7870.
The Pefferlaw Ice Pad Committee will be holding a bottle
drive on Saturday, October 18
so if you are wondering what to
do with all those bottles left
over from Thanksgiving, have
them ready for PIP.
Club 55 Keswick is holding a
Fall Craft Fair on Sat. Oct. 18 at
130 Gwendolyn Blvd. in Keswick from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Tables are $20 each and lunch

available.
St. James Church in Sutton
will present the Toronto City
Mission Youth Choir on Sun.
October 19 at 2:00 pm. Call
Nancy Glover for tickets at
(905) 722-6848.
The Wilfrid Pastoral Charge
will be hosting an auction at the
Udora Hall on Friday, October
24. Donations wanted. Please
call Joy Snodden (705) 4371987.
In support of the Georgina
Food Pantry the Jubilance
Choir and Orchestra will present a concert on Friday, Oct.
24 at Keswick High School at
8:00 p.m.
The Pefferlaw Lioness Club
will host their annual Craft &
Hobby Show on Sat. Oct. 25
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Vendors wanted and admission is a
Georgina Food Bank donation.
Call (905) 722-7413 to book a
table.
The Pefferlaw Ice Pad Committee will have a bake sale at the
Pefferlaw Lioness Club Craft &
Hobby Show on Sat. Oct. 25.
The Keswick United Church
Women are hosting their Harvest Luncheon & Bazaar at the
Keswick United Church on Sat.
Oct. 25 from 8:00 am to 1:00
pm. Luncheon $6. Baking,
plants, toys, nifty stuff and vendors too.
The Ladies Auxiliary Branch of
the Sutton Legion will host
their Fall Bazaar on Sun. Oct.
26 at the Sutton Legion from

10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Craft
table, bake table, white elephant
table, penny sale, used book
sale and more.
The Wilfrid UCW will host
their Annual Christmas Craft
Sale at the Wilfrid Hall on Sat.
Nov. 1 from 10:00 am to 3:00
pm. Call Dorothy 437-1358.
St. James Anglican Church
will hold their Annual “Sugar
Plum Fair” at St. James Church
Hall on River St in Sutton on
Nov. 15 from 10:00 am to 2:00
pm. Lots of Christmas gift
ideas, bakes goods, books,
candy table & crafts. Lunch
also available.
Do you stuff your feelings
down with food? Are you tired
of continuously overeating but
aren’t sure how to stop? If you
answered ‘yes’ then call Overeaters Anonymous, a free 12step program. Tuesday from
7:00—8:00 at Forrest & Taylor
Funeral Home. Call (705) 4371307 or 722-6694.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Eavestrough cleaning and
protection system installed.
Fast service and reasonable
rates. Free Estimates. Call
Eric (705) 513-0136
Pefferlaw

FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE—
PEFFERLAW
Safe, loving & educational.
Large play areas. Nutritious
menu. Reliable &
experienced. Special needs
welcome.
Call (705) 513-0220.
IMMEDIATE POSITIONS
AVAILABLE
General Labourer
Auto Assembly
Light Packaging &
Warehousing
Positions available in Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford,
Pefferlaw & Schomberg
Register Today—
Work Tomorrow
Turn Key Staffing, 200 Davis
Dr. Newmarket
(905) 953-9133

