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CAO envisions tough challenges ahead for taxpayers
Population growth rate predictions for
Georgina to 2020 will see council needing
to make some “tough financial choices”
within the next five years as Georgina
struggles to fund a potential $35 million
gap in projected capital spending, says
Georgina CAO Winanne Grant.
In a visioning session with council on August 27, Ms. Grant said provincial growth
predictions could see Georgina’s population rise to around 57,000 by 2020. She
said development charges, which traditionally help fund the municipality’s capital
projects program, will leave a $35 million
shortfall which council will need to address
within the next eight budget years.
“When we sit down to do our budget discussion, there are some very tough financial choices that will need to be made and
some broader strategic choices,” she said.
“I think you will find in 2013 the discussion will be about how is council going to
approach their fiscal management responsibility—is there going to be debt financing,
is there going to be tax levy increases—so
there should be a bigger picture discussion
versus detailed line item discussion.”
Ms. Grant said capital forecasting related to
growth could be in excess of $60 million
and development charges will only bring in
approximately $26 million. She said priorities will need to be established to determine, in the end, what the actuals are going
to be.

She said the $60 million forecasts for capital projects did not include the projects that
are required to maintain Georgina’s existing infrastructure nor do they include capital projects that are not related to growth.
“The growth related portion is only one
piece of the puzzle,” she said, adding, that
a five year plan which she is currently developing will bring all of the pieces of the
puzzle together.
According to Ms. Grant the plan will be
driven by growth management, change
management and fiscal management strategies that will help Georgina adapt to the
growth and changes that are coming.
“Given the growth we are going to experience a work plan is required to transition
the municipality from its current state to its
future state,” said Ms. Grant.
“They (council) will have a long-term financial plan that will do the analysis and
help them make the decisions on how our
capital programs and operating programs
are going to be funded,” she said, adding
that there are a number of revenue streams
that can be relied upon including debt financing, leveraging funding opportunities,
user fees and the tax levy.
“The work plan is a precursor to the
budget,” Ms. Grant said, “and what we
need and what we have to have and what
we want will probably be the predominant
theme in our budget discussions.”
She said the town will need to take into

consideration changes in the legislative
environment which will have an impact on
the delivery of services moving forward.
“Every department has been affected by
new legislation which makes the delivery
of services more complex than they were in
the past,” she said. “Life is not as simple
as it was before and the delivery of services
is more complex and more expensive.”
She also said the service expectations of
new community members who are accustomed to the services found in urbanized
communities could also result in a demand
for services that are different from rural,
agricultural communities.
“The population that will be moving to
Georgina will have service expectations
that are different,” she said, adding that the
expectations of a diversified and urbanized
community will impact service delivery by
the town in the future.
“Council may have to make the tough decisions about what the priority projects are
and what projects aren’t going to happen,”
she said. “Some projects may not remain as
a priority.”
Ms. Grant says long term financial sustainability will require providing appropriate
levels of service while minimizing resources and maximizing efficient deliverables. A review of work flow and processes
along with the application of best practices,
is being conducted in all areas of service
delivery within the Civic Centre.

Need more room…?

$359,900.00

Then take a look at this! All BRICK bungalow with 4 bdrms upstairs and open
concept living/dining and kitchen. 2 walk
-outs to deck and large fenced backyard.
Basement is all finished complete with a
family room and 2 more bdrms.
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
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Perception is reality
Basically, even if you think it
isn’t a problem but everyone
else thinks it is, then it IS a
problem—and you need to deal
with it.
So goes the problem of crime in
Georgina.
Recent statistics released by
York Regional Police suggest
that Georgina’s crime rate has
decreased steadily from 2007 to
2011.
However, at the same council
meeting where those statistics
were released was a letter from
a Keswick resident who suggests the opposite is true. In
fact, she has started a Facebook
group entitled “Keswick
Neighbourhood Watch” where
residents report incidents of
“robbery and vandalism to alert
others.” In the letter she states
“the community is outraged”.
And, she says there has not
been an increase in police presence in her neighbourhood to
address what she sees as an
increase in crime.
This letter came as no surprise
to me. I have received numerous calls from residents who
have been victims of automobile break-ins and robberies and
they, too, feel the crime rate is
rising.
Both my car and truck were
broken into and many of my
neighbours have had similar
experiences.
I suspect one of the reasons for
the disparity between the statistics and the perception that
crime rates are going up instead
of down is that many of these
incidents go unreported. I know
I didn’t report mine and I know
others who didn’t make a report
either.
The other reason why perception and these statistics don’t
mesh could be because the
crimes that are on the upswing
in Georgina are robberies and
stolen goods crimes. These are
incidents which are most familiar to Georgina residents who
have been victimized by crime
and go a long way in bolstering
our perceptions of crime rates.

At the end of the day though, it
doesn’t really matter if the
crime statistics do or do not
reflect the reality of the situation because as far as the police
are concerned, our perception is
their reality. They need to understand that what people perceive to be true is normally
what they believe to be true.
Residents are feeling less secure and less safe than they did
before. And simply rhyming off
a bunch of statistics when the
issue is raised doesn’t make
people feel safer. In fact, when
those statistics fly in the face of
what residents believe, it can do
irrepairable damage to an organization’s good will.
For all I know, these statistics
could in all likelihood be accurate in their assessment of the
crime situation but, they are not
going to make people feel safer.
There is an expectation that
something needs to be done to
accomplish that. More police
presence, perhaps...less robberies and stolen goods…
definitely.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Georgina crime rates highest in York
Even though
overall crime
rates are decreasing year
over year in
York Region,
crime rates in
Georgina remain the highest
among the nine
York municipalities.
A statistical report released to
council last month by York
Regional Police show crime
rates overall in both York Region and Georgina have decreased steadily since 2007.
Last year, 2,548 violations
were reported in Georgina
compared to 2,709 in 2010
creating a 5.9 per cent reduction in total criminal code and
federal violations (excluding
traffic) .
However, Georgina had the
highest crime rate per capita in
York Region during 2011with
a rate of 5,447 per 100,000

population. Robbery and stolen
goods violations in Georgina
were also up in 2011 increasing
at a rate of 2.4 per cent and 8.5
per cent respectively over incidents in 2010.
But clearance rates have also
increased in Georgina meaning
York Regional Police have
consistently improved on the
number of closed files in Georgina year after year since 2005.
Their clearance rate in 2011
was 72.5 per cent compared to
67.1 per in 2011—a progressive improvement year over
year from less than 60 per cent
clearance in 2005.
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Hair donation helps kids
Crystal Pangman,
24, went public
with her campaign
to help kids feel
good about themselves when she cut
14 inches from her
hair live on
Rogers’ new TV
program “Georgina
Life”.
Ms. Pangman was
invited to be a
guest on the proTV host Jennifer Anderson holds up a 14”
gram when host
ponytail belonging to Crystal Pangman (left).
Jennifer Anderson The hair was cut live on the new Rogers TV
learned that Ms.
program “Georgina Life” and will be doPangman wanted to nated to Angel Hair for Kids.
cut her hair and
lenge to everyone who attends
donate it to Angel Hair for
the Sutton Fair. In 2013 she is
Kids, a program that provides
wigs and hair loss solutions to asking everyone with 10 to 12
financially disadvantaged chil- inches of hair to visit her booth
and donate their locks. There
dren in Canada.
According to Ms. Pangman, she will be prizes for the longest
hair donation, heaviest hair
has been cutting and donating
her hair since she was 12 years donation and for the most donated pledges.
old and she is issuing a chal-

 Life Insurance
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Egypt spirits riding high
As the shock of losing their
beloved hall to an early
morning fire this summer
begins to wear off, it is being replaced by a renewed
spirit of camaraderie and
cohesiveness—and is the
glue that holds this community together as they make
plans for a new hall and a
new beginning.
On August 26, Egypt residents gathered at the site of
the new hall foundation for
a fun day. According to long
-time resident Cathy
Smockum close to 80 residents were in attendance to
purchase raffle tickets, BBQ
fare and participate in hay
rides.
The construction of the new
hall is already underway and
the community continues to
plan for its traditional New
Year’s Eve celebrations
under the roof of the new
hall.

Above, three year-old Morghan
Granger gets set to ring a school
bell that was recovered from the
Egypt Hall fire this summer. The
bell was originally installed on a
school house in Egypt years ago
and will be cleaned and restored
so it can return to its place of
prominence at the top of the new
hall later this year.
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Tennyson Tidbits

Reader Brian Lytle and his Red
Baron friend ride out the summer at the close of another long
-weekend on Lake Simcoe.
We want to send birthday
wishes out to Doris Beare who
will turn 97 on September 13.
Cheers to you, Doris!

Reader Al McKenzie shot this
large buck (with a camera) as it
took a leisurely swim in front of
his home on Lambrook Dr. in
Virginia.

And a very Happy 1st Birthday
to Juleah Verdoold on September 17. It’s a photo op, Gran.
Melissa Matt at the village is
trying to locate the whereabouts
of Mr. Hume Wilkins, a Sutton
District High School teacher in
1970, who showed a film entitled “Sutton 1912”. If you can
help call (905) 476-4301.

I should have turned around and
taken a photo of the parents
smiling as their children lined
up to board the bus for another
school year—but that would
have been too incriminating!
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Eaglewood talent shines in sun
An outstanding line-up of talent
combined with exceptional
weather all weekend long resulted
in one of the most successful
Eaglewood Folk Festivals to date.
“The Eaglewood atmosphere was
charged with good energy, yet
maintained its signature relaxed
festival vibe which comes with
the lovely outdoor setting and
close, intimate contact with the
performers,” said Eaglewood organizing committee chair Denise
Sheedy.
First time attendee Marilyn Verdoold said her experience at
Eaglewood was wonderful.
“I took a walk into the woods and
sat there alone listening to the
music and it was magical,” she
said.
“Our Eaglewood festival organizers really worked hard, wanting to
do better to provide a remarkable
experience for everyone attending
and all our efforts really proved
successful this year,” Ms. Sheedy

said.
Photos: (Top Right) Musician
Steve Poltz captivated the audience with his colourful, off-beat
performance.
(Bottom Left) In addition to a
stellar line-up of talent and workshops, Eaglewood offered its
youth audience a full timetable of
activities.
(Bottom Right) Very little lawn
chair space was available in front
of the Jackie Washington stage.
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Pefferlaw attracts huge Doors Open crowd
Visitors from all over Ontario
poured into Pefferlaw on August 25 to stroll through more
than 13 heritage sites during the
Georgina Doors Open event.
Volunteers, many dressed in
period costumes, handed out
information pamphlets detailing
the progress of Pefferlaw since
it was discovered by Captain
William Johnson in 1823.

(Photos) (1) A lovely sitting
room at the historic W. H.
Johnston home on Main St.; (2)
Volunteers welcome visitors
into the Weir home on the main
street; (3) Volunteers explain
the workings of an authentic
still in front of the Belvedere;
(4) Mary Piercey welcomes
visitors into her 160 year old
home built by George Johnston.
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Residents wanted to create play-in-a-day
If you have ever thought of trying your
hand at acting, directing, screen writing
or song writing here is your chance.
As part of the coast-to-coast celebrations
in Canada to raise awareness, accessibility, participation and engagement in the
arts and cultural life, Georgina Culture
Days will ask participants to create and
stage a play in a day.
The soon-to-be-created play already has a
name, Gossip Town and the idea for it
was inspired by Stephen Leacock’s humorous novel, Sunshine Sketches of a
Little Town—a book that was published
100 years ago. But the play Gossip Town
will celebrate how gossip travels through
a small town, often defining the people
who live there.
“As part of Culture Days, Gossip Town
provides an opportunity for residents to
engage with culture in new, more active
and expressive ways,” said Phil RoseDonahoe, Manager of Cultural Services
for the Town of Georgina. “We also want
to uncover the world of artists, artisans
and cultural organizations across Georgina,” he said.
Within the historical surroundings of the
Georgina Pioneer Village & Archives, on
Saturday, September 29 between 10:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., participants will experience a series of professionally-led,
progressive-style workshops with the
goal of producing an entire theatrical
performance in a single day.
Gossip Town will then be performed on
stage in front of a live audience at the
Stephen Leacock Theatre on Sunday,
September 30 at 2:00 p.m.
According to Michelle Vacca, a Culture
Days organizer at the Town of Georgina,
the main goal of culture Days and Gossip

Town isn’t to create a professional theatre
performance. “It’s about changing our
perception of who gets to shape culture in
our communities,” she said. “We want
everyone to begin to work together to
create meaningful and vibrant stories
about our great town.”
In Canada, Culture Days is a collaborative coast-to-coast-to-coast volunteer
movement where thousands of activity
organizers self-mobilize at the grassroots
level to present and coordinate free public activities that take place throughout
the country over the last weekend in September.
In its third year, thousands of free, handson interactive activities will invite the
public to participate to discover the world
of artists, creators, historians, architects,
curators, designers and other creative
individuals.
Culture Days Georgina contributors include drama students from Keswick High
School, Georgina’s Cultural Planning
Steering Committee, Queensville Players,
Ardeleana Chamber Music Society,
Georgina Arts Centre and Gallery,
Stephen Leacock Theatre, Georgina Pioneer Village and Archives, Georgina Historical Society and the Georgina Public Libraries.
Admission to the Pioneer
village workshops and the
Gossip Town performance at
the Theatre is free of charge.
All ages are welcome and no
previous experience is necessary.
To register, call (905) 4764301 ext. 354 before September 25.
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GO is gone in Pefferlaw— YRT is in
make nine trips a day on weekOn September 2, the familiar
green GO bus 69 which carried days and three on weekends.
The changes in the service from
Pefferlaw passengers down to
GO to YRT is a strategic decithe Newmarket GO stations
sion by GO to
was discontinturn local routes
ued making way
over to local
for a new blue
service providYork Region
ers so they can
Transit bus
concentrate on
route.
region to region
YRT bus route
express linkages.
50 will make 19 GO is letting “go” of
This strategy
trips a day besome routes in Georgina
was confirmed
tween Sutton
in favour of YRT buses.
with the anand Newmarnouncement of a
ket—five of
new GO bus route #67 service
which will service Pefferlaw.
These will leave the Pefferlaw which was launched on September 4. It offers commuters
fire hall starting at 5:48 a.m.
travelling from Glenwoods
until 9:06 p.m. On weekends,
Plaza in Keswick to the GO bus
this service will be reduced to
twice daily (leaving a 7:56 a.m. station at Finch Ave., five departure times between 5:40 a.m.
and 3:51 p.m.).
to 7:20 a.m. Considered a rush
Travellers coming and going
between Pefferlaw and Beaver- hour service, the new bus route
takes approximately one hour
ton can connect with the new
and makes only two other stops
YRT bus 50 using a new GO
from point to point.
bus service # 80 which will

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu
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What to do with a church, a school, the Sedore property and more...
Council was given a sneak peek at some of
the ideas a consulting firm has come up
with for the former Sutton Public School
but the reception of those ideas was less
than lukewarm.
Creative Urban Projects, a consulting firm
in Toronto has been charged with conducting a feasibility study for the school and
they are using the results of a recent engineering study conducted by Doherty Engineering and J. R. Freethy Architect as a
starting point to move the feasibility study
forward.
The Doherty study suggested there were
five options open to the town when considering future uses for the property: a) a full
upgrade ($3.7 million); b) selective demolition ($1.6 million); c) minimal upgrades
($350,000); d) complete demolition and
new centre ($12.4 million); e) sale and
redevelopment (n/a).
In a preliminary report to council last
month, Creative Urban Projects quickly
dismissed all of the above options except
option (b)—selective demolition at an estimated cost of $1.6 million.
When revealing their work-to-date to
council, the company began referring to
the former school property as Georgina
Commons and wrapped a “communal
space” concept around the name. The communal space idea comes from three likely
tenant candidates who have already made
their interests known in the property—the
Youth Centre, Hospice Georgina and the
Art Centre and Gallery.
However, Mayor Grossi voiced his concerns when he discovered the least expensive option (Option C—minimal upgrades)
for $350,000 had been dismissed.
“I don’t know about anyone else, but putting $1.6 million into a structure like that,
well...ninety per cent of our growth is in
the Keswick area and we know that we
have to expand services in the Keswick

area. I have some major concerns that we
are investing money we don’t have. I know
there is a good reason why we bought that
facility but I don’t know if this is the avenue we take,” he said. “I’m leaning toward
minimal upgrades quite frankly and
mothballing some of it to get people in
there using it.”
The Creative Urban Projects feasibility
study is expected to be completed this fall.
Another town-owned property which has
not been given a land use yet is the Sedore
property in Willow Beach. The 28-acre
parcel of land with 650 feet of direct Lake
Simcoe waterfront was purchased by the
town last year for $1.95 million but according to CAO Winanne Grant, no plans
or even discussions regarding potential
uses have taken place.
“It is on my list of analysis that needs to be
done overall for the development of townowned properties for 2013,” Ms. Grant

said. “We haven’t had a collective discussion on it but I am expecting it to be part of
the 2013 budget process.”
The former Cooke’s United Church in Pefferlaw which most recently was used to
house the Youth Centre has been vacant
for more than a year and there are no definite plans at the town for this property either, says Dan Pisani, Director of Operations and Engineering.
“At this point in time, we have nothing
planned,” he said, adding that the building’s condition has deteriorated since it
was last rented and long-range plans and
recommendations for the future of the
building will be discussed during 2013
budget negotiations. .
“That is something we are looking into
right now and we will have a plan, not just
for this building but a plan for a few other
buildings that would be in a similar situation,” Mr. Pisani said.
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Coming Events & Announcements
Today, September 10, is the last
day to register for the 2012
Georina Senior Games. Call
(905) 476-4301 ext. 375
The Keswick Model Aircraft
Club Show is being held at 565
Varney Rd from 10:00 am to
4:00 pm on Sat. Sept. 15.

Park at 10:00 am on Sun. Sept.
16. Run, walk, rollerblade or
bike 5K or 10 K. Registration 9
am.

Classified Ads

Kin Hall. Bring your own place
setting and save money or let the
organizers do it. Call (905) 4765004.

The Church of the Nazarene will The Sutton Legion will honour
hold their Fall kick-off on Sun.
veterans at a dinner on Sun. Sept.
Sept. 16 at 10:00 am.
23. Social hour 4:00 pm. Dinner
at 5:00 pm. Call (905) 722-5718.
The Georgina Brock Garden
Check out the Uptown Harvest
The Georgina Horticultural SociClub will meet at the Wilfrid
Festival Family Fun Day in Kes- Hall on Sept. 17 at 7:30 pm.
ety is hosting a field trip to
wick from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Homestead Orchard at 6:30 pm
Guest speaker is Dawn Tack to
on Sat. Sept. 15
discuss Three Seasons of Peren- on Sept. 24.
nial Colour. There is also a
The Georgina Ice Palace plays
Get set to go touring again durflower and vegetable show.
host to the Stilettos and Sneakers
ing the Georgina Studio Tour
Purchase a ticket for a Jack &
Lifestyle Show on Sat. Sept 15
and Sale on September 29 and
Jill for Yvonne Falle and Glenn 30. Discover wonderful local and
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Nowell on Sat. Sept. 22 from
visiting artists on this self-guided
While in Sutton stop in at
8:00 am to 1:00 pm at De La
tour of 17 locations and 30 artPetalpushers Flower Shop for the Salle Hall in Jackson’s Point. At ists. 10 am to 5 pm both days.
Lake Simcoe Gardeners Plant
the door or call (905) 722-3037.
Sale from 9:00 am to noon on
Mark your calendar for the PAR
Sept. 15. Proceeds go toward a
The Georgina Historical Society Rabies Clinic on Sat. Oct. 13 at
high school bursary.
the Pefferlaw Fire Hall from
and the Town of Georgina are
10:00 am to noon.
hosting their Annual Harvest
The Beaverton Fall Fair gets
Festival at the Georgina Pioneer
The Pefferlaw Lioness Club is
underway on Fri. Sept. 14 and
Village on Sat. Sept 22 from
runs until Sun. Sept 16 at the
11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Tons to see looking for vendors to exhibit at
their Annual Craft and Hobby
Beaverton Fair grounds.
and do for the whole family.
Show that will take place on
The Annual Georgina Terry Fox Following this event will be a
Saturday, October 27. Contact
Run sets off from De La Salle
Harvest Dinner to be held at the Anne at (705) 437-1552.

FOR RENT—Lovely 2 bedroom riverfront
home in Pefferlaw. Full basement, garage.
$1,000 plus. Call (705) 437-1216.
FOR SALE—Ariens lawn tractor with 44 inch
hydraulic deck and front and rear pto. 18
H.P. Koehler engine. Power steering. Asking
$1,000. Also—solid oak dining room suite.
Asking $500. Call (705) 437-4610.
APT FOR RENT—89 High St. Sutton with
balcony and laundry. Non-smoking, no
pets. Call (905) 722-3640.

OBITUARIES
MARSHALL, Patricia Watson (nee
Andrews) Peacefully at Uxbridge Cottage Hospital on Monday, August 27,
2012 at the age of 82 years with her
daughter at her side. Pat Marshall,
beloved wife of Frederick Giles of
Pefferlaw, predeceased by her husband
Frank Marshall. Funeral Service held
on Wednesday, August 29 at Forrest &
Taylor Funeral Home.
CRYER, Queenie Patricia (nee
Haskett) Peacefully at Prince County
Hospital, PEI during her vacation on
September 3, 2012 at the age of 90
years with Barry and Teresa at her
side. Queenie Cryer of Pefferlaw beloved wife of the late Edward
(November 30, 1984). Lovingly remembered by sons Ronald (Lina),
Barry (Theresa) and daughter Diane
(Robert Chirnside). Celebration of Life
held on Sunday, September 9, 2012.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

