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Draft Official Plan makes no changes to Maple Lake Estates designation
At the municipal level at least, the door is
all but closed to the North Gwillimbury
Forest Alliance and their fight to stop the
Maple Lake Estates (MLE) development.
Georgina’s Draft Official Plan was unveiled at the October 14 council meeting
and North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance
champion Jack Gibbons reiterated his position that the Town of Georgina is legally
obligated to bring its Official Plan into
conformity with the Provincial Policy
Statement and York Region’s Official Plan
which he says prohibit development on
Georgina’s significant wetlands and woodlands.
And the Town has responded by saying its
new draft Official Plan does just that.
The Maple Lake Estate lands have development approvals and are currently designated Towns and Villages in the York Region Official Plan and provincial Greenbelt
Plan. According to Harold Lenters, the
Town’s Director of Planning and Building
and the Town’s consultant, the Greenbelt
Plan takes precedence, where there is a
conflict, over policies in the Provincial
Policy Statement. He says Georgina’s
Draft Official Plan conforms with these
plans and any decision by council to redesignate the property to prohibit the existing approved development would contravene them.

“In accordance with Provincial planning
legislation and policies, it is staff’s opinion
that the Greenbelt Plan and York Region
Official Plan currently recognize and permit the approved MLE development, and
that these Plans must first be amended to
prohibit the approved development in order for the Town’s Official Plan to be
amended,” Mr. Lenters reported.
But Mr. Gibbons says because the Greenbelt Plan does not govern land use decisions by a municipality for properties
within a Towns and Villages designation,
it does not apply to the Maple Lake Estates

development area and as such, it defers to
the Town’s official plans.
“According to the Greenbelt Plan, municipal official plans will continue to govern
land use within Towns and Villages,” he
said. “Therefore the Town is legally
obliged to bring its Official Plan, with respect to Maple Lake estates, into conformity with the Provincial Policy Statement
and the York Region Official Plan.”
But Mayor Margaret Quirk disagrees.
In response to calls for the Town to prohibit development on the MLE lands,
Continued on page 3...

Draft Official Plan guides future planning decisions
Georgina’s Draft Official Plan (DOP),
unveiled at council on October 14, details land uses in the rural areas outside
of the Keswick, Sutton and Pefferlaw
Secondary Plans and when approved
next spring, will become the parent plan
upon which all planning matters will be
considered.
The DOP is the culmination of three
years of work and, according to Town
staff, conforms and is consistent with all
provincial and regional planning legislation such as the Provincial Policy State-

ment, the Greenbelt Plan and York Region’s Official Plan.
The plan updates the Town’s current
Official Plan established in XXXX and
contains a number of planning policy
changes which address growth forecasts
to 2031 as set out in the Region’s Official Plan.
Mr. Jim Dyment, the Town’s consultant
for the Official Plan, told council the
work was the result of a “fulsome public
consultation process” which included
Continued on page 3...

NO TRICKS—ALL TREATS
Desirable treats found with this 4 bdrm,
4 bthrm ranch style, brick bungalow nestled on this 10 acre property approx 15
min to the top of Hwy 404! Shingles '15,
Geothermal '14, lots of newer flooring
'15, and plenty more! Mn flr lau, fin w/o
bsmt, att 3 car gar, theatre rm. Call us to
see this treat today!
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They just don’t listen...
When discussions were ongoing early last spring regarding
the rehabilitation of Old Homestead Rd., concerns were expressed by our council about
the integrity of the proposed
resurfacing.
It was explained that the existing tar and chip surface which
had degraded so quickly after it
was first applied in 2009,
would be used again. However,
York Region road engineers
explained that a geo-textile
would also be applied to provide better structural stability
and integrity. “This will last
longer than traditional chip and
seal,” we were told.
After the work was completed
earlier this year, more than one
Pefferlaw resident voiced their
disapproval and disgust over
the condition of this new surface.
It was bumpy and within days
of use, it was showing degradation along the shoulders and
other surface areas. Within
weeks, water began pooling in
depressions and the condition
began to deteriorate even further.
I recall York Region representatives saying the traffic patterns on Old Homestead Rd.
did not warrant the extra cost of
using asphalt for the rehabilitation.
It is my theory that the traffic
pattern research that was used
to discard the asphalt option
was conducted long before the
404 opened to Ravenshoe.
In my job, I use Old Homestead
a minimum of four to five times
a day and I don’t ever recall it
being as busy as it is before the
404. So I contend that the traffic pattern results do not reflect
reality.
And so, I see a few things
wrong with York Region’s
claim that a geo-textile reinforced tar and chip surface will
“last longer”.
First, it didn’t last longer. In
fact, it didn’t last at all.
York Region paid Miller Paving $2 million to rehabilitate
this road and now, Beamish
Construction has spent the bet-

ter part of a week shoring up
and patching the shoulders and
depressions with asphalt. Now,
it looks and performs worse
than it ever did. It seems this
shoring up activity is preparing
the road for another layer of tar
and chip.
David Atkins, the Manager of
Engineering at York Region
tells me the road is guaranteed
for two years and the
“deficiency repair work” currently being done is at the contractors expense.
I believe York Region has
made a $2 million error in judgment. This road is busy enough
to justify a durable road surface
such as asphalt. Prior to 2009
when the first chip and tar surface was put down, the road
was paved with asphalt from
Weir’s Sideroad east. Suffice it
to say the roadway east of
Weir’s is a popular Pefferlaw
access to Ravenshoe Rd. and
the 404. At the very least, it
needs to be paved.
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MLE and the Draft Official Plan
Continued from page 1.
Mayor Quirk explained that
land use decisions at the municipal level must adhere to
provincial planning legislation.
“If we were to do what some
are asking us to do...and prohibit development on the Maple
Lake Estates area, we would in
fact not be in conformity. We
would actually be in conflict
with the Greenbelt Plan, and
therefore, the Provincial Policy
Statement,” she said. She referred to a 25-page letter from
the province which provided
comment to the Town regarding
their draft OP.
“If they had a concern about us
not being in conformity, they
would have raised it then in
regards to the Maple Lakes
property,” she said, adding
“The Town cannot make
changes to provincial policies
and plans like the Greenbelt,
only the province can. If they
choose to amend their plans,
then the Region and the Town
can amend their Official Plans.”
Currently the province is reviewing four land use policy
documents, one of which is the

Greenbelt Plan. The North
Gwillimbury Forest Alliance
together with the Ontario
Greenbelt Alliance and the
Lake Simcoe Naturalists have
made a submission asking the
province to move the Maple
Lake Estate lands back into the
protective countryside. A draft
of the revised Greenbelt plan is
not expected to be released until the winter of 2016.
Mayor Quirk said council’s
goal is to preserve and protect
the Maple Lake Estates property and the Town has put this
position forward in a submission to the province. “I believe
our Official Plan does conform
with the Region’s Official Plan
and as for Maple Lake Estates,
our goal is the same as those
who want to protect those
lands. But our path is a little bit
different,” she said.
Mr. Gibbons said he will continue to lobby the Town to
change their position but should
council pass the Official Plan in
the spring, his group will file an
Ontario Municipal Board
(OMB) appeal.

Draft Official Plan
Continued from page 1.
seven public meetings. Additionally, the draft document
was distributed to upper-tier
municipalities, various ministries, agencies and the Lake
Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority for comment. As a
result, the DOP addresses more
than 235 comments raised
throughout the consultation
process.
Significant changes include an
increase in environmentally
protected areas which resulted
in the re-designation of 14
properties. It includes an environmental screening process,
provides for greater flexibility
in secondary housing targets
for accessory buildings; and
general development policy
changes address site alteration

matters and home-based business among others.
The draft also broadens the
existing land uses in the hamlets of Baldwin and Udora to
allow for a “little bit” of development which also includes
small scale industrial and commercial development. “That
will protect the character of
these communities and also
provide a broader review of
major applications to involve
the public,” Mr. Dyment said.
The plan’s policies also address
affordable housing targets, recreational open spaces, community improvement areas, community design and it bumps up
heritage conservation considerations and active transportation policies for new trails.

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Tennyson Tidbits

Mayor and council welcomed
this rescued stray cat named
‘Hydro’ to a meeting this
month as a featured adoptable
pet at the Georgina Animal
Shelter. ‘Hydro’ was located
atop a hydro pole in freezing
temperatures and when she
refused to be coaxed down by
shelter staff, Hydro One were
called in to assist in her rescue. She can be adopted by
contacting the Georgina Animal Shelter at (905) 4763457.
Congratulations to the Ladies
of the Lake and their publisher, the Ontario Water
Centre ,upon receiving the
Conservation Award of Merit
for their new book, ‘Do Fish
Fart’ during the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Awards
event on October 15.

John Pynn had well-wishers
in tears on Sat. October 10
when he knelt before his
wife of 70 years to sing a
love song at their anniversary
party.

Psychic Angel Morgan meets
with Tiziana Cavaliere during the Learning Centre’s ‘A
Night of Spirit’ fundraising
event held at the Ice Palace
on October 17. Attendees
could browse through vendor
displays and participate in
group and individual mystical psychic sessions.

Pefferlaw Cenotaph restored
As part of a commitment
to complete a community
improvement project, the
Pefferlaw and District
Lions Club recently unveiled the restorations
they have made to the 15
-year-old Pefferlaw
Cenotaph at the Pefferlaw Lions Community
Centre.
According to Lions
President Ted Rennie,
the project began earlier
this summer when the
Club determined that
overgrown shrubbery
and uneven patio slabs
gave the monument a “rundown” appearance. At a cost
of $5,500 the Club constructed a new concrete foundation and laid down new
paving stones.

Pictured above, Pefferlaw
Lion and WWII veteran John
Dallimore lays a wreath to
dedicate the newly renovated
structure.
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Van Loan returns to Ottawa as opposition
With 50 per cent of the popular
vote in York Simcoe, incumbent Peter Van Loan will return to Ottawa but without the
power of a Conservative government behind him.
York Simcoe was a hotly contested race and Liberal candidate Shaun
Tanaka
significantly increased
support for
her party
with 38 per cent of the vote,
compared to the measly 10.8
per cent the Liberals captured
in 2011. Mr. Van Loan received 63.6 per cent of the vote
in 2011, a reduction of more
than 13 per cent.
The Liberal gain in support
also cost NDP candidate Sylvia Gerl votes. She received
only nine per cent compared to
19.3 per cent in 2011. The

Green Party, represented by
Mark Viitala also lost ground
with three per cent of the
votes compared to 5.4 per cent
in 2011.
The electoral map redistributed
the number of eligible voters
for York Simcoe this year. In

2011 the riding had more than
90,000 eligible voters which
has been reduced to 74,900
due to the creation of a new
riding redrawn from Bradford
north to Innisfil. Voter turnout
results show 47,800 of the
74,900 eligible voters marked
a ballot this year, improving
voter turnout in 2015 to 63 per
cent, compared to 58.6 per cent
in 2011.
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100 Women Who Care donate to Optimist Club
The 100
Women Who
Care, a benevolent
group formed
by Georgina
women, presented the
Keswick Optimist Club with
a cheque for
$1,845 to sup- (L to R) Optimist members Gerry Kawaguchi
port their
(President), Amanda Hislop (President Elect),
Christmas Toy Rebecka Mayne (Treasurer) receive a donation
Drive.
from Nathalie Gallant, founding organizer of the
The Optimist Georgina Chapter of 100 Women Who Care.
Club is the
fourth not-for-profit organiza- charitable cause to support after
their quarterly charitable donation in Georgina to receive a
tions are collected.
donation from the recently
After one of year of operation,
formed women’s club.
the group’s membership has
Founding organizer Nathalie
Gallant said she was surprised reached the 100 mark and over
to learn that Georgina had over $5,750 has been donated. The
80 not-for-profit organizations chapter will celebrate its first
who qualify for donations from year of accomplishments at
Boston Pizza on December 7.
her group.
Each quarter members meet to All are welcome to attend and
recommend and vote on which join the group.
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Kudos to Giant Tiger of Sutton for their
donation of $500 to the Georgina Royal
Canadian Air Cadets.
These ladies
attending the
Pins and
Needles
Craft Club’s
Quilt Show
on Saturday,
October 17
admire a
quilted wall
hanging created by Ethel
Leslie.
Volunteers and staff
of Georgina Hospice
gathered on October
16 for the 4th Annual
Box Luncheon Auction.
The event raised $215
in support of the
United Way and Hospice programming
which includes palliative care visits and
grief counselling.

Udora Leaskdale Lion Byron Taylor (left) and Larry
Emo (right) present a cheque for $7,500 to June (left
centre) and Randy Wilkins (right centre). The Wilkins
family lost their home and their pets in a fire in the early
hours of July 19.
Upon hearing the news, the Lions Club organized a
community fundraising dance on October 3 at the Udora
Hall and raised in excess of $6,800.00.
The donation will help the family rebuild their home on
Millpond Lane in Udora.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Council will dedicate the Hodgson Trail at Club 55 Pefferlaw will host their club
a ground breaking ceremony on Oct. 24 at luncheon on Tues. Nov. 3 at 12:00 noon at
the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre.
11:00 am on Dr. George Burrows Blvd.
The Pefferlaw Lioness are hosting their
Craft and Hobby Show to at the Pefferlaw
Lions Community Centre on Sat. Oct. 24.
Vendors call (705) 437-1552 to participate.
Port Bolster Hall Board is hosting their
Annual Halloween Party on Sat. Oct. 24
from 12:00 to 2:00 pm. It’s all free. Just
wear a costume and bring a food pantry
donation.

The Quilting and Needlework Guild
speaker on Nov. 3 at 7:00 pm at Knox
United Church will be Kathleen Holmes
of Salem Alpacas.
The Georgina Historical Society invites
you to their Annual General Meeting on
Wednesday, Nov. 4 at the ROC Chalet.
Meet and greet at 6:30 and dinner at 7:00.
Tickets $30.
Free Community Dinner at Cedardale
Church in Pefferlaw on Wed. Nov. 4 at
6:00 pm. All Welcome.

Trinity United Church in Cannington is
holding a bazaar, craft sale and Soup’n
Sweets lunch on Sat. Oct. 24 from 10 am - Sutton Seniors’ Club Bazaar takes place
on Sat. Nov. 7 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
2 pm.
Crafts, bake sale, white elephant, lucky
The Keswick Christian Church October
draw and refreshments.
Community Dinner is on Wed. Oct. 28
from 5:00 to 6:30 pm. All welcome.
The Ravenshoe United Church Bazaar
will be held on Sat. Nov. 7 from 9:00 am
The Egypt Hall Board members are hostto 1:30 pm. Lunch $8, baking, crafts, kniting a Halloween Dance on Fri. Oct. 30 at ting, jewelery, white elephant sale.
the Egypt Hall at 8:00 pm. Tickets $10.
Mark Sunday, November 8 at 3:00 pm on
Come to Hawkins Halloween Haunt for
your calendar and attend the RememHunger Graveyard Scaretacular on Fri.
Oct. 30 and Sat. Oct. 31 at 9 Hawkins St. brance Day services at the Pefferlaw Liin Sutton from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm. Food ons Community Centre.
and Christmas Toy donations greatly appreciated.

Take a guided Walk to Bethlehem 2000
years ago on Friday and Saturday, NoHospice Georgina invites you to register
vember 20 and 21. Fri. 6:30 to 10:00 pm.
for their 8-week grief support program
Sat. 6:00 to 10:00 pm. An outdoor, interfrom Oct. 20 to Dec. 8. Call (905) 722active Christmas pageant at Cedardale
9333.
Church in Pefferlaw—
The Sutton Legion is hosting a Halloween www.cedardalechurch.ca
Dance on Sat. Oct. 31 at 8:00 pm. Free
Trinity United Church in Cannington will
admission, entertainment and prizes for
host its annual Yuletide Harmonies event
best costume.
on Sun. Nov. 22. Spaghetti dinner served
The Keswick United Church Autumn Ba- from 5:00 pm until concert time at 7:00
zaar will be held from 8:00 am to noon on pm. Call (705) 432-2194.
Sat. Oct. 31.

Classified Ads
PIANO FOR SALE
Beautiful Mason & Risch
piano with stool. Completely restored. $300 or
best offer. Call (705)
426-1717.

 Life Insurance

