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Infraction notices to be issued for vehicles running red light traffic signals
The Region of York began activating its
red light cameras on October 18 and registered owners of vehicles running red light
traffic signals at a red light camera site can
expect to receive infraction notices under
the Highway Traffic Act.
One of the cameras that has been activated
is located at the Queensway S. and Metro
Rd. S. at Morton Ave. in Keswick.
In January, York Regional Council approved the installation of red light cameras
at 20 intersections throughout York Region, an initiative intended to help save
lives and prevent injuries by modifying
driver behaviour.
According to an advisory from York Region, side-impact collisions are among the
leading causes of motor vehicle deaths and
bodily injuries.
“The presence of red light cameras in other
municipalities, such as the City of Toronto,
has resulted in fewer side-impact collisions
from drivers going through red lights,” the
statement says.
The installation of the cameras and equipment took place over the summer months
and testing took place in September.
Staff Sgt. Brad Bulmer from York Regional Police said the installations will
improve the safety of all road users including pedestrians.
“Running a red light carries a penalty of

$325 and regardless of who is driving the
vehicle, the owner is responsible in the
case of a red light camera violation,” he
said, adding, automated enforcement allows for an unlimited amount of enforcement to be conducted without impacting
the flow of traffic.
Steve Kemp, director of Traffic and ITS in
York Region, said it isn’t about issuing as
many traffic tickets as possible.
“The program is about improving safety
and one of the ways we can do that is increasing awareness and letting people
know why we are implementing them.”

Mid-year review finds Georgina house values and
growth rates lowest in York Region
In a Growth and Development Mid-Year
Review conducted by York Region, Georgina experienced a growth rate of 0.4 per
cent and welcomed 200 more residents to
the area during the first six months of
2013. Georgina’s population now stands at
47,400.
The review also identified that house prices
in Georgina are the lowest in the region
with the average new detached house selling for $327,192 compared to $907,649 in
King; $856,060 in Richmond Hill;
$786,681 in Vaughan; $767,426 in Markham; $664,473 in Aurora; $650,000 in

Whitchurch-Stouffville; $548,716 in Newmarket and $540,993 in East Gwillimbury.
According to the review, the average price
of resale single detached homes in the Region rose by 2.4 per cent. The average
price of resale homes in Georgina is
$321,690.00 up from $315,363 during the
same period the year before.
Housing starts are down 41.6 per cent in
the Region from the same period in 2012.
Georgina issued 61 residential building
permits in the first six months of 2013
down from 84 during the same period in
2012.

$199,900...

www.teresamillar.com

To call this home, and you can be in
before Christmas! Duclos Point area,
with 2 bdrms, big laundry room, gas
fireplace, laminate flooring. Backs
onto farmer’s field. Garage and large
shed in the backyard. This would
make an ideal first or last home.
Pick up your phone and call me to see this one!
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Letter to the Editor and My Musings
Hi Karen:
I always read your editorials in
the Post. Well said, in the article
about the voting and people just
not bothering to vote. You name
four reasons why they possibly
don’t and there is a lot of merit
in those. However there is a
fifth/sixth reason and they are
the newspapers and media. We
read about illegal happenings in
closed door meetings—this, that
and the other—and once the
media has their hooks into
something, they won’t let go.
Same goes for television and
other devices used to rile people
up. The trust in governments/
local council has evaporated. I
guess it can’t be helped—it’s
just the way things are. It’s the
same all over the world.
Having said all of this, of
course, the only way to make a
change is to vote and/or voice
your opinion.
Obstacles are those you see
when your eyes are off your
goal.
Joe Vanderloo
Keswick

Things that make you
wanna scream!
Well, we knew it was coming...I
mean, after wasting approximately $1.1 billion to cancel
proposed gas fired power plants
in Mississauga and Oakville,
what else could we expect?
The Ontario Energy Board
(OEB) has just released their
plans to increase our hydro rates
as of November 1, 2013. And
guess what? The majority of
us— 2/3rds of us—who try and
use most of our power in offpeak hours, we are the ones who
will be paying most of the
freight.
Even though all categories of
usage will be going up by the
same amount—0.5 cents—on a
percentage basis, the off-peak
rate will rise by 7.5 per cent.
Mid-peak will go up 4.8 per cent
and peak period rates will go up
4 per cent.

Nice going Liberals! You turn
us on to time-of-use practices
with a promise that we can save
money if we change our energy
usage habits and then you penalize us the most with a 7.5 per
cent increase for off-peak users.
I can’t wait for the next election...and I mean that. I wish
everyone would stop paying
their hydro bills in protest of this
ridiculous price hike—right
now. Somehow this government
has to get the message that we
will no longer stand for their
incompetence, their lies and
their shoddy attempts to make
us pay for their stupid mistakes.
And waiting one more day for
the next election to kick their
sorry a*&@#’s out of power, is
one day too long to suit me.
They can try and tell me these
hikes have nothing to do with
those cancelled power plants,
but guess what...I’m no longer
listening to anything they have
to say!
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Residents believe commercial fill operation disguised as farming proposal
Residents living in Audubon Acres in
Baldwin are convinced a site alteration
application to truck 700,000 cubic metres
of fill “to grow hay and alfalfa” on 40
acres of agricultural land, is actually a bid
to operate a commercial fill site.
The Audubon Acres property owners
turned out en masse to an October 17
council meeting to voice their objections to
the application submitted by proponent
Mr. Marvin Blanchard. It is estimated that
70,000 truck loads would be needed to
haul 700,000 cubic metres of fill which
would ultimately raise the elevation of the
lands by 40 feet.
“Let me be quite clear. The proponent will
be operating a commercial fill operation,”
wrote Paul Nichols in a statement read by
Audubon Acres resident Debbie
Molnar at the meeting.
“Why else would someone import
700,000 cubic metres of fill to grow
hay or alfalfa as proposed.”
In Mr. Nichols’ statement he suggested
40 acres of alfalfa would yield 3.33
tonnes per acre. When factoring in a
return of $175 per tonne of alfalfa, he
questioned why a farmer would truck in
700,000 cubic metres of fill to earn
approximately $23,000 per year in crop
revenue.
“We are all smart enough to know, nobody would,” he wrote. “This is a commercial fill operation, pure and simple.”
To support this claim, Mr. Nichols explained that nearly 70,000 truck loads
of fill would be required to haul
700,000 cubic metres of fill and by
charging $100 per truck load to dump
the fill, Mr. Blanchard would earn over
$7 million over a four year period.
Audubon resident Jan Oros also questioned Mr. Blanchard’s claim that the
fill operation was for a farming application and cited a $350,000 municipal
services fee that Mr. Blanchard will be
required to pay the Town should a permit be issued.
“How does it make any sense that he is
prepared to pay municipal service fees
of $350,000 if the yield is only $23,000
a year?” he asked. “It doesn’t make any
sense.”
Mr. Blanchard was represented at the
meeting by a number of consultants
including Mr. Gary Bell, a land use
planner for Shelton, Bromwell and Associates. Mr. Bell confirmed that the
site alteration application was necessary to allow Mr. Blanchard to convert

40 acres of his property into arable land for
hay and alfalfa crops.
“The application was submitted in 2012
and Mr. Blanchard has worked diligently
to prepare and submit all of the required
studies, investigations, the plans and other
references that the Town and other agencies require,” he said, adding, Mr. Blanchard’s application must adhere to material
inspections at the source and again at the
site to meet the Ministry of the Environment’s regulations for clean fill on lands
zoned agricultural.
But these assurances did not quell the concerns voiced by Audubon Acres residents.
“If our well gets contaminated and we
needed to drill a new well, wouldn’t that
water be contaminated too?” asked Mabel

Garcia of Audubon Way. Mr. Ross Campbell, a hydrogeologist for the proponent
said any clean fill deposited on the property would not contaminate the two aquifers that underlie the site.
In a recorded vote, all but Mayor Grossi
and Phil Craig voted to allow the application process to move forward and staff was
directed to assess the public and staff comments received and report back to council
at a later date.
The debate and discussion by council
members on the issue of site alteration
applications also led to a recorded vote that
would see staff reporting back to council
on the options available in order to implement a moratorium on the Town’s fill bylaw.
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Tennyson Tidbits

Someone told me the circus
was in town recently and the
monkeys got loose. He said
they started repairing Old
Homestead Road and they
were a little confused about
when to ‘patch the road’ and
when to ‘paint the line’. LOL
Happy Anniversary wishes go
out to Wanda and Bill O’Neill
who celebrated their 38th wedding anniversary on October
18. Cheers to you both.
Congratulations to Rosslyn
Hastings who celebrated her
88th birthday on October 20.
We hear Rosslyn is in hospital
and we wish her well.

Bricks to the person who gave
parking tickets to Knox United
Church parishioners who came
to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the church last Sunday. Bad form.
We have also heard that former Ward 5 councillor Neville
Ross is in hospital as well as
former Ward 5 councillor Paul
Nichols. We wish them both a
very speedy recovery.
Lorraine Arponin and Jeannie
Olson visited Yvonne Herdman
and Donna Ransom on October
21 and had lunch and a nice
visit before leaving for the
south.
Don’t forget...council meetings
are switching to Wednesdays
instead of Mondays beginning
Oct. 30.

And the season is a changin’

Photo by John Sondrup

Celebrating the fall chore of raking leaves are four family members who are buried in this photo—Gregory, Tiyanna, Chloe
and Michelle.
The Town of Georgina offers yard waste collection from April
until November (excluding grass clippings) during recycling
pick-up days only. The last yard waste pick up will be the week
of November 11.
Residents are reminded to put their leaves in a rigid container
or purchase kraft bags which should not weigh more than 50
lbs. when filled. There is no limit to the amount of yard waste
that can be put out for collection but containers should be labeled using Yard Waste labels available at the library.

5

Learning Centre introduces new
Executive Director
The Learning Centre for
Georgina located on Woodbine Ave. in Keswick hosted
an Open House on Friday,
October 18 to increase awareness and introduce Grant
Peckford, the new Executive
Director for the organization.
Mr. Peckford comes with a
career-long history working in
adult literacy disciplines.
“I feel like I have come home
to roost,” Mr. Peckford said,
describing his new position.
His first order of business is to
examine the profile the Learning Centre has in the community and change their branding
strategy.
“We need to look at our brand
and how the community sees
us,” he said, adding, the Centre needs to be ready as the
newcomer population moves
further north.
The Learning Centre is funded
through programs offered by
Employment Canada, the
United Way, Ontario Trillium
Foundation and York Region.
With a full-time staff of six,
the organization offers training that assists individuals to
improve their literacy and
numeracy skills. This includes
upgrading to write Grade 12
equivalency (GED) and to

Mr. Grant Peckford is the new
Executive Director of the
Learning Centre for Georgina.
help facilitate college entrance, improving employability skills and enhancing skills
needed for independent living.
Currently approximately 250
people between the ages of 16
and 60 will access these programs in a year, Mr. Peckford
says.
The physical location of the
Learning Centre is also a hub
for other not-for-profit service
organizations such as the Rose
of Sharon, York Region Addiction Services, a Legal
Clinic and Contact North, an
on-line educational program
for workplace enhancement.

The Learning Centre for Georgina hosted an Open House for
local area residents to introduce their new Executive Director
and increase awareness of the various educational upgrading
programs offered at the Centre.
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Pefferlaw Lions help out
Georgina Skating Club

(Above) Paul Crichton
(left) is served a cup of
coffee by Dale Taylor
(right) at the Keswick
United Church Bazaar
on Saturday, October 19.
(Photo right) The church
basement was overflowing with crafts, resale
items, various vendors
and plenty of shoppers
looking for a bargain.

Pefferlaw Lions president Dave Harding (left)
presents a cheque for $500 to Michelle MacRae
(left) a representative of the Georgina Skating
Club.
The Lions donation will help offset expenses such
as ice time, coaching fees, costume fees and competition fees for the synchronized skating members
of the Georgina Ice Action team.
According to Pefferlaw Lion Ron Robinson, the
team had a top 10 provincial finish last season
and the elementary team achieved a season’s best
during their final competition.
“Grass root teams cannot exist without donations
from organizations like Lions Clubs,” Mr. Robinson said. “Annually, teams at that level require
$15,000 to $18,000 to operate.”
The Pefferlaw and District Lions Club donates
approximately $8,000 annually to support community groups and sports clubs.

 Life Insurance
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Neighbourhood Network comes to Georgina
An internet based connection service designed to bring together
volunteers who wish to lend a
hand with local charities and service clubs who need them, has
come to Georgina.
Neighbourhood Network, a
Magna International brainchild,
manages a database of more than
4,000 volunteers who have signed
up to offer their services to the
200 associated charities and nonprofit organizations that have
Jennifer Anderson (centre) prepares to cut the
their profiles listed in the datacake to launch the introduction of Magna’s
base.
Neighbourhood Network in Georgina.
Jennifer Anderson, a Rogers TV
technology, human resources, report writ10 personality, has been named the
Neighbourhood Network Ambassador for ing and grant applications.
Georgina, the latest York Region commu- “We know that finding volunteers is one
nity to join Newmarket, Aurora and East of the most pressing challenges facing any
community group,” Ms. Anderson said.
Gwillimbury in the venture.
“Basically, Neighbourhood Network is a “And we believe there are many people in
simple and powerful way to connect resi- our community who would like to volunteer their and talents but often don’t know
dents who want to help with community
groups that need volunteers,” Ms. Ander- how to go about offering their services.
Both volunteers and charitable organizason said.
tions interested in signing up to the netThe Network can assist organizations in
work can visit
finding volunteers with skills in all areas
of expertise including accounting, internet www.neighbourhoodnetwork.org

Grandparents and youth mentoring program
Using grant money offered by the federal
government under the New Horizons for
Seniors program, the Georgina Training
Centre (GTTI) in partnership with Hospice Georgina is hoping to enrich the lives
of both seniors and
youth by bringing
them together in a
shared learning
environment.
Ashley Walker, an
education intern at
GTTI, is organizing
a community
Grandparenting
Mentorship program that will see
seniors learning valuable computer technology skills from Georgina youth while
giving the youth an opportunity to interact
with seniors.
The program is free and begins on October 24. It will be held once a week on
Thursdays with two sessions—one between 9:30 and 11:30 am and again from
1:00 to 3:00 pm.
Currently, eight grade five and six ele-

mentary school students and eight seniors
age 55 plus have enrolled in the program
and Ms. Walker is hoping, as the word
spreads, to bring in more participants.
She says there is a waiting list of students
who want to be
involved and she is
looking for more
seniors for the program.
The programming
will be geared toward the types of
skills seniors would
like to learn and
initial ideas include
computer and internet basics, email, social media, skype,
digital photography and video and computer games.
“For the youth, it is an opportunity for
them to work with seniors if they don’t
have a grandparenting figure in their
lives,” said Ms. Walker. Emotional life
lessons as well as support in literacy and
math skills can also be part of the program.
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Hydro rates to go up November 1

Tel: Tel:
(289)
803-6409
(289)
803-6409
Ybele.koster@gmail.com

In response to the Ontario Energy Board’s (OEB) announcement that hydro rates will increase beginning November 1,
MPP Julia Munro has come
out swinging against the Ontario government’s bid to make
Ontario taxpayers pay for “the
biggest scandal in Ontario
politics.”
According to Ms. Munro, the
Ontario Liberals wasted $1.1
billion on two cancelled gasfired power plants to win votes
in two ridings and it is now
trying to cover the cost by raising off-peak energy rates.
“This government is fraught
with the scandals of ORNGE,
eHealth, and now the politically motivated cancellations
of two gas-fired power
plants. They are looking to fix
and fund their mistakes on the
back of hard working Ontarians and small businesses,” Ms.
Munro said.
Off-peak hydro rates will rise
0.5 cents from 6.7 cents per
kWh to 7.2 per kWh, an increase of 7.5 per cent. Mid
peak rates will rise 4.8 per cent

from 10.4 to 10.9 cents per
kWh and peak period rates will
also go up 0.5 cents to 12.9
cents per kWh from 12.4
cents—an increase of four per
cent.
The OEB says the increase in
rates is based on estimates for
the coming year which include
more generation from sources
including renewables along
with a higher market price for
natural gas. Another significant factor responsible for the
increases, is the variation between previous estimates and
actual costs.
“These Liberals have cost us
over 300,000 manufacturing
jobs, and have turned this
province into a ‘have-not’
province. Now they are seeking to further cripple our economy with even higher electricity rates because they refuse to
change their ways, their spending habits or ethical conduct.
This government has to stop
treating the people of this
province as its private ‘piggybank’,” Ms. Munro said.

Interest needed to rejuvenate Sutton
Lions Club
Efforts are underway to rejuvenate the now defunct Sutton
Lions Club. The club had its
charter pulled earlier this year
when only one member was
left standing,
But the Pefferlaw and District
Lions Club is prepared to
sponsor the formation of a new
Sutton club if efforts to generate renewed interest pay off.
Local Sutton benefactors, supported by Barry Tate, the
Global Membership Coordinator for the District, have
been in Sutton polling local
area business and residents on
the level of interest in forming
a new club.
“This club has been inactive
for two years and this area
needs to be serviced again,”
said Mr. Tate.

An information meeting which
provided the details on the
roles and responsibilities of
Lions members was held on
Wednesday, October 23 at the
Salvation Army Church.
Organizers are hoping there is
enough interest by those who
attended the meeting to execute a new charter for the Sutton club.
“If we are able to secure 20
paid members we can apply to
Lions International for a charter,” said Max Bulmer, a Pefferlaw Lions member and a
local area resident interested in
getting the Sutton Lions Club
back on its feet. “These new
members will be charter members and from this group an
executive will be formed.”
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Celebrating 150 years of
Seating was at a premium on
Sunday, October 20 when parishioners joined Rev. Ted Grady
and Rev. Dr. James Christie to
celebrate 150 years of worship at
Knox United Church.
The property where the church
now stands was donated by
James O’Brien Bouchier in 1858
but it wasn’t until 1863 that the
“neat, red brick structure” was
built. It cost $2,000 with seating
for 250 people and was built with
brick donated by Donald
McDonald Sr.
Originally the church was served
by Dr. Watson from Thorah until

1865 when the congregation was
constituted and served by Rev.
John Gordon at a salary of $400
a year.
In 1872 the Ladies Aid was organized and a manse was built
followed by the formation of the
first Young Peoples Society in
1890.
In 1921, under the ministry of
Rev. J. Gordon Gauld, a Sunday
School hall was built (see inset
on next page).
In 1955, the church was presented with a bell which had
been brought from England in
Continued on page 11...

The pews were filled to capacity as parishioners gathered to attend the 150th Anniversary service.

Rev. Dr. James Christie (foreground left) and Rev. Ted Grady
(background right) receive members of the congregation after
Sunday services. Seen above are Anne Hatton (foreground right)
and Gerry Dalton (background right.)
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worship at Knox United Church in Sutton
Inset below: The original red brick
church built in 1863 shown here with
the Sunday School Hall that was built in
1921 but torn down in 1956 to accommodate the building of the new stone
church after a fire destroyed the original
structure in January 1956.

Knox United Church was rebuilt after a fire in 1956. An 1845 bell located in the
bell tower was donated in 1955 and a stained glass window was presented to the
church upon completion of the new structure.
Continued from page 10.
1845 and had been used at the Manor in
Sutton to call workmen to and from work.
It was donated to the church by Mr. and
Mrs. William Pugsley. This bell is still in
use today.
In January 1956, an over-heated
furnace inside caused a fire which destroyed the interior of the church. It was
reported that the assistant caretaker, Mr.
Arksey, was in the church at the time and
was rescued by Hugh Charpentier and
Gordon Smith.
In 1956-1957, a new stone edifice was
erected and the Sunday School Hall, built
in 1921,was torn down to make room for
the new stone church. The stained glass
window of Mary in the present church was
donated by the Bethel Congregation in
1958 and the majestic clang of the church
bell still peels its familiar ring for services.

(Left to Right) Rev. Ted Grady and Church Council Members Anne Pegg and Dee
Lawrence join Rev. Dr. James Christie (former Sutton Knox United minister) to cut an
anniversary cake at the celebration held after services.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Check out One Dark Night at the Stephen A murder mystery “Til Death Do Us Part” nity Centre. Call (905) 960-3767 for tickets.
Leacock Centre on Thursday, Oct. 24 start- will be held at the Stephen Leacock Centre
The Georgina Historical Society and the
ing at 7:00 pm. $7.50 plus HST.
on Sat. Nov. 2 at 6:30 pm. (905) 476-0193.
Georgina Pioneer Village are hosting their
The Pefferlaw Lioness Craft & Hobby
Visit the Health Beauty & Wellness Show Annual Christmas Festival at the village on
Sat. Nov. 23 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm.
Show will be held at the Pefferlaw Lions
at De La Salle Hall on Sat. Nov. 2 from
Community Centre from 9:00 am to 2:00
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Products and services Shoberry’s is looking for artisans and venpm on Sat. Oct. 26. Free admission with
for the mind, body and soul.
dors for their Annual Craft Fair at the Sutdonation to Food Pantry.
ton Kin Hall on Nov. 23. Call (905) 722Free community dinner at Cedardale
The Christ Church ACW at Roches Pt. is
Church in Pefferlaw on Nov. 6 at 6:00 pm. 7715 for details.
hosting a Christmas Bazaar on Sat. Oct.
The Pefferlaw Arts and Crafts Club is hav- The Cedarvale Lodge Christmas Bazaar
26 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at Cayley Hall.
ing their annual Christmas Bazaar on Sat. will be held on Sat. Nov. 23 from 9:00 am to
The Wilfrid Hall Board will host a chilNov. 9 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Pef- 1:00 pm.
dren’s Movie Night at the hall on Oct. 26 at ferlaw Lions Hall. Something for everyone. The Keswick Public School is hosting their
7:00 pm. Food bank donation is admission.
KC Roberts and the Live Revolution will Second Annual Winter Bazaar on Sat.
Rev. Dr. James Christie is the guest
be appearing at the Stephen Leacock Centre Nov. 30 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Baked
goods, local crafters, silent auction and
speaker at Virginia United Church Anniver- on Sat. Nov. 9. Call (905) 476-0193.
more.
sary service on Sun. Oct. 27 at 9:15 am.
The Town of Georgina is hosting a public
Cedarvale Lodge is hosting a Cook for the workshop on Thurs. Nov. 14 from 7:00 to IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU? CALL
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS. (705) 437Cure fundraising event on Tues. Oct. 29 at 9:00 pm at the ROC Chalet to discuss the
1928 OR (705) 437-1307—Tues & Thurs
7:00 pm in support of the Breast Cancer
need for new or updated guiding principles
7:30 pm — Salvation Army Youth Centre—
Foundation.
as they review the Georgina Official Plan.
20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across from
Overall policy framework for land use and
The first Council Meeting under the new
No-Frills.
development across the municipality will be
procedural by-law will be held on Wed.
CLASSIFIED ADS
discussed.
Oct. 30 at 7:00 pm in council chambers.
WANT YOUR HOUSE CLEANED?
Get set for the Social Event of the Year!
The Beaver River Museum in Beaverton is
Call Mabel at (905) 806-1502. I do what
The Pefferlaw Firefighters Association is
holding their annual Christmas Bazaar on
others don’t. Excellent and reliable. Gift
hosting a Firefighters’ Ball on Sat. Nov. 23
Sat. Nov. 2 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
certificates available.
at 8:00 pm at the Pefferlaw Lions Commu-

