
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract 

Moor your boat at home... 

Sales Representative 

Teresa Millar 
(905) 722-3211 

Peace and tranquility is right here! This  
riverfront property is private and inviting 
and affords you access to Lake Simcoe. 
Truly a unique home. Same owners for   

almost 40 years. The lower level is most 
impressive—totally open concept and over-

looks the river.  
To view this or other homes:   
Call Teresa (905) 722-3211  

Or you can click to www.teresamillar.com 

Direct Lake Simcoe Access 

Reduced—$249,000 

Residents of Pefferlaw and the surround-
ing area had an opportunity to meet and 
question the candidates whose names will 
appear on the municipal election ballot on 
November 13. In addition to the mayoral-
ity candidates, regional councilor and 
school trustee candidates, four individuals 
are running to win the Ward 5 councilor 
seat.  
The meeting, which was sponsored by the 
Georgina Chamber of Commerce, the 
Georgina Advocate and the Pefferlaw 
Association of Ratepayers, began when 
all council candidates were asked to state 
their position regarding a mosquito abate-
ment program and whether or not it 
should be restricted to the Ward 5 area.  
All four Ward 5 candidates supported the 
suspension of the malathion spray and 
Megan Keith went on to say that she sup-
ports a BTI solution for a mosquito abate-
ment program. “It won’t cost a lot of 
money and I don’t know why council 
stalled in starting this program.” Ms. 
Keith said.  
John Hastings, Brad Smockum and Re-
gional Councilor candidate Danny 
Wheeler, were all in favour of reviewing 
the results and recommendations made in 
both a recent mid-term report and a final 
report to be supplied by GDG Environ-
ment Ltd., a company the town hired to 
conduct a mosquito surveillance and map-

ping study in Pefferlaw. “We need to 
complete the study, take the recommenda-
tions and figure it out from there,” Mr. 
Smockum said.  
“The government of Canada fact sheet on 
BTI is encouraging and would appear to 
be an answer if the program is deemed to 
be necessary and viable for the area,” Mr. 
Hastings said.  
Regional Councilor candidate Bob Cam-
eron said “If malathion is bad, don’t spray 
and if BTI is safe, let’s look into it and get 
it done.”  
Rob Grossi, one of two mayorality candi-
dates agreed that council should investi-
gate the BTI program. “I am in favour of 
dealing with it in the budget,” Mr. Grossi 
said.  
Mayorality candidate Peter Juras said 
messing with nature is not always the best 
thing for a town to get involved in and 
was concerned about the budget implica-
tions. “I think the cost for a town this size 
is a little bit more than we would be pre-
pared to spend for mosquito control,” Mr. 
Juras said.  
Other issues raised at the meeting were 
the operation of illegal drug houses, a fair 
and equitable distribution of tax dollars, 
mill rate adjustment for rural areas, town-
wide transportation infrastructure and 
bullying, discipline and arts programs in 
our schools.  

All candidates meeting in Pefferlaw  Trestle accident victim 
thanks members of fire 

department  
Brett Ledger, the youth who fell from 
the railway trestle in Pefferlaw last 
summer and was air-lifted to Sunny-
brook Health Sciences Centre with 
serious injuries, walked into the Pef-
ferlaw Fire Hall on Sunday, October 
29 and shook the hands of seven  
members of the Fire Department who 

were the first responders to the scene 
of the accident. . Brett, accompanied 
by family and friends, thanked the fire 
fighters for their quick response and 
the role they played in saving Brett’s 
life.  

(L to R) Dave Harding, Dean Lowe, 
Tony Brown, Brett Ledger, Dave 
Pickard, Rod Baker, Rick Ingles, Phil 
Small. 
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Honouring our brave men and women when we vote 

Now, here is a topic that is very near and dear to 
my heart and chances are, I could get a little 
preachy with this one.  
The municipal elections are coming up on Mon-
day, November 13 and from now until then, I 
hope you have done due diligence and read all 
the materials on the candidates running in both 
Brock and Georgina. My expectation is that they 
all have a platform and be able to identify the 
issues and their individual approaches toward 
providing solutions.  
As a resident and voter, I attended the all-
candidates meetings and had an opportunity to 
meet them all before election day.  
I have always been a bit of a political buff—my 
kids would say “fanatic” because when they both 
turned 18, I practically forced them to read all 
the literature so they could make an informed 
decision when I tied them up and drove them to 
the polling station on election day. 
You see, I can’t forget the sacrifice Canadians 
have made to secure our right to vote on election 
day.  Even though I wasn’t around during the 
two world wars, I can image a mother’s pain and 
anguished face when she heard her son or daugh-
ter would not be returning home.  
And, the fact that this election day is only two 
days after Remembrance Day, makes this one 
even more poignant.  

Unfortunately, the Great War, which was sup-
posed to be the war to end all wars—didn’t ac-
complish this. Our sons and daughters are still 
involved in conflicts and turmoil around the 
world and I honour the sacrifice and courage 
they are exhibiting on our behalf.  
When I turn up at the polling station on election 
day, I am not only there to cast my votes for the 
candidates I believe are right for the jobs they are 
running for, I am also there because I believe it is 
my civic duty and because I value the valour of 
the men and women who fought for me to have 
this right.  
Over the years, voter turn-out on election day has 
been declining. In fact, I know many young peo-
ple who have never, ever voted in an election 
before. I suspect the relative peace and calm we 
are lucky to have in this country could be cloud-
ing the memory and value of past sacrifices and 
conflicts. This, coupled with the fact that many 
of us are cynical about politics and politicians, 
has created apathy among the voting public and 
particularly, our youth.  
Understandable—yes. Acceptable—no.  
It is my hope that everyone who can, will get out 
and vote on November 13. This is one right we 
need to treat with respect 
 
Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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First Nations hosts POW WOW at SDHS  
Native dancers, singers and 
drummers, dressed in traditional 
First Nations costume delighted 
hundreds of attendees at the 12th 
Annual POW WOW held at Sut-
ton District High School on Sat-
urday, October 21.  
According to SDHS teacher and 
event organizer, Dawn Sillaby-
Smith, the POW WOW, which is 
always held during Native 
Awareness Week, is an 
opportunity for the native 
and non-native commu-
nity to celebrate the cul-
ture of Canada’s First 
Nations people.  
“The reason we started 
having the POW WOW 
was so people could come 
and learn about native 
dances, food and artists 
and that is why we have 
the booths there,” Ms. 
Sillaby-Smith said. 
The event attracted 30 
exhibitors, six drum 
groups and between 30 

and 40 First Nations dancers who 
participated in the Grand Entry 
where dignitaries and elders are 
followed in by a Lead Male, Lead 
Female, Junior Lead Male and 
Junior Lead Female. The Junior 
Lead Male and Lead female this 
year were Alec Big Canoe and 
Teresa Big Canoe respectively 
from Georgina Island.  

(Left to Right) Nathan Williams, Ryerson 
Whetung, Bernard Nelson (Lead Male) 
Shemia Nelson, Tammy Nelson (Lead Fe-
male), Keesha Nelson and Nakital Nelson. 
These dancers traveled from Orillia to 
attend the POW WOW.  
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The Lioness Annual Craft Sale 
(Photo Left) An original charter 
member of the Pefferlaw Lioness, 
Dot James, 93, makes a contribu-
tion to the Food Bank at the en-
trance of the Annual Lioness Craft 
Sale held on Saturday, October 28 
at the Pefferlaw Lion’s Community 
Centre.  
According to organizer, Anne Guy, 
more than 30 exhibitors were on 
hand displaying everything from 
preserves, baking, jewelry, wood-
working, artwork, knitted items and 
hand-made Christmas decorations.  
“We start planning this in June,” 
she said, adding that the assistance 
provided by the Boy Scouts and 
volunteers from the schools is wel-
comed and appreciated by all.  
“We had a pretty good turn out this 
year considering the weather,” she 
said. “This was a successful one.” 
Monies raised from the show will 
be used to support the Boy Scouts 
and other community-based activi-
ties.  

To all Veterans 
and Members 
of our Armed 
Forces...  
We Thank you.  

Lest we forget.  



Auctions raise $3,185 to sup-
port Breast Cancer Research 
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(Photo Right) Bel-
vedere waitress 
Karen Taylor (left) 
poses with dinner 
date winner, Scott 
Martin (right) after 
he bid $500 for the 
privilege of escort-
ing her to dinner.  
The bid was made 
at a recent Bachelo-
rette Auction held at the Belvedere on 
Saturday, October 21.  
Both this event, and the Bachelor Auc-
tion held at the Mansion House in Sutton 
on the Friday night, were in support of 
breast cancer research.  
This year the event raised $3,185 for 
breast cancer, up from the $1,700 raised 
last year.  
According to a Belvedere spokesperson, 
12 women and 12 men volunteered to be 
auctioned for the charity. The female 
patrons who won with winning bids at 
the Bachelor auction will all get together 
with their dates for a group dinner at the 
Mansion House on Nov. 13 and the men 
who had the winning bid at the Bachelo-
rette Auction will get together with their 
dates on Nov. 14 at the Belvedere.  

 



Ongoing muskie restoration efforts by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and 
their partner Muskies Canada Inc. (MCI) to 
bring back Lake Simcoe’s muskellunge 
fishing industry suffered a disappointing 
setback this year when only 62 muskie fry 
out of a possible 107,440 eggs were re-
leased into Lake Simcoe’s Morning Glory 
Swamp in August.  
The muskie fry were reared at the White 
Lake Fish Culture Station from eggs col-
lected from three adult muskie families 
captured in Gloucester Pool on the Trent 

System. According to a report written by 
MNR’s Bill Wegman, fewer eggs were 
harvested this year compared to 2005 and 
fewer eggs were hatched.  
“In spite of their efforts, the difficult task of 
converting muskie fry to artificial feed 
could not be accomplished this year despite 
the method working last year,” Mr. Weg-
man wrote.  
Jason Borwick, a Management Biologist 
with the MNR Aurora District said more 
than 80 per cent of the eggs that were har-
vested were lost almost immediately.  

“We attribute this 
poor success rate to 
bad genetics but also 
we recognize that we 
are still experimenting 
with rearing tech-
niques,” he said.  
Mr. Borwick said that 
while the techniques 
for raising muskie 
have taught them to 
expect to lose ap-
proximately 50 per 
cent of the individuals 
at each life stage, the 
results are still greater 
than can be expected 
in the wild.  

 “The techniques for raising muskie are not 
as tried and true as those for rainbow 
trout...add to this the incredible problems 
associated with cannibalism and muskie are 
a very difficult fish to culture.” 
The Lake Simcoe Muskellunge Restoration 
Project (LSMRP), which began in 2005, is 
one of several key recommendations made 
in a 2000 feasibility study conducted to 
identify a path forward that would help 
restore them to Lake Simcoe. The muskel-
lunge fishery on Lakes Simcoe and 
Couchiching has been closed since 2005 
and will remain so until at least 2010.  
The program in 2007 will be given a fund-
ing boost from an MCI sponsored lottery 
and a $10,000 grant from the Toronto 
Sportsman Show to help improve the odds 
of success in 2007. 
“I am quite confident that our 2007 stock-
ing results will be better thanks to the tre-
mendous support and profile this project 
has received,” he said.   
To help finance the project, MCI also offers 
an “Adopt-a-Muskie” program where a $20 
donation will allow the project to purchase 
one fall fingerling and support egg collec-
tion and rearing. For details, contact Steve 
Bedarf, Project Manager, (LSMRP) at (416) 
842-8458.  
 

2006 efforts to restore muskie to Lake Simcoe fall short of expectations 
Lake Simcoe Muskie fishery closed until at least 2010 
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Town of Georgina and Townshi
Since the September 24 issue of the Pefferlaw Post, we have offered profiles of those individuals running for 

public office in the Pefferlaw Post catchment areas of both Brock and Georgina.  
Each candidate was asked the following questions:  

1) Why are you running for public office; and 2) What are the issues that you feel are most important to the 
residents of (Georgina) or (Brock)--and what will you do to address them?  

In this issue, we area profiling the School Board Candidates running in Georgina and the  
Brock Township Ward 4 Candidates. 

I firmly believe that I, as a retired 
teacher, possess the skills to arbitrate 
upcoming educational issues. 
Years of experience in this environ-
ment and also the past personal contact 
with the local government gives me the 
advantage to act on several levels.  
During my teaching career I felt com-
fortable to solve recurring  issues with 
students, their parents and the admini-
stration and did so successfully. 
I feel as a trustworthy trustee, I am 
committed to be available at all times 
to represent all duties required for this 
position. 
Issues close to my heart are the better-
ment for all students, proper nutrition at 
our schools, dealing adequately 
with unruly behaviour in classrooms 
and the school yard, abolish bullying. 
Also encouraging parent involvement 
in their child's education, be it academi-
cally or exposing them to extracurricu-
lar activities at the school or otherwise. 
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Name: Gordon  
Wallace 
Residence: Kes-
wick 
Occupation: York 
Region District 
School Board 

Name: Ants Sulev 
Residence: Udora 
Occupation:  
Retired  
Department Head 
of Music—
Uxbridge 

My personal involvement would create 
a sense of achievement in solving to-
day's concerns in our educational sys-
tem, and the way my rapport was with 
students, parents, faculty, and admini-
stration would be a positive asset. 

Other School Board Candidates:  
Theresa McNicole 
Position Sought: Separate School 
Board Trustee (English)  
Diane Mei 
Position Sought: Separate School 
Board Trustee (English)  
Rene Laurin 
Position Sought: Public School Board 
Trustee (French)  
Paula Varvaro 
Position Sought: Public School Board 
Trustee (French)  

Position Sought: Public School  
Trustee—York Region 

Position Sought: Public School  
Trustee—York Region 

Name: Nancy 
Elgie 
Residence:  
Island Grove 
Occupation:  
Retired  
Educational  
Psychologist 

Position Sought: Public School Trustee  
—York Region 

Why? - To continue to serve as Public 
School Trustee in Georgina. 
Issues? - Ensuring equity for Georgina 
students within the York Region Dis-
trict School Board. 
- To support and encourage the efforts 
of staff, teachers, parents, community 
members and Board administration in 
facilitating the continuing improvement 
in academic achievement among Geor-
gina students. 

I thought about running two terms ago 
but the timing wasn’t right but, now I am 
retiring and I’ve decided to run because 
for the past nine years I’ve been involved 
in the community and I know the issues 
within the board and I thought it was time 
to take the opportunity to speak out.  
One of the issues is over-crowding at 
Keswick High School. Sutton District 
High School (SDHS) was built for 1200 
students and there are only 900 attending 
so there is room there however, it would 
mean bussing. Another issue is the trades 
building behind SDHS. It seems to be 
just sitting there and I would like to see it 
get started. This is important because 
people are needed in trades and there 
aren’t many people going into trades 
anymore.  



ip of Brock Municipal Elections 

My family is the fifth generation in this 
Township. I have raised my family here 
and I want to preserve the quality of life we 
all enjoy in Brock. I have 12 years experi-
ence on our Council and I think I can make 
a very positive contribution on behalf of the 
ratepayers of Ward 4.  
The most significant issue in Ward 4 is the 
continued use and possible expansion of 
our dump site. It is the only open dump site 
in Durham Region and it is an old, non-
engineered site that should be closed. I will 
fight to stop expansion and lobby both 
Brock and Durham Councils for a closure 
date. Brock residents should be treated like 
all other Durham residents and have their 
garbage taken to a more appropriate land-
fill. I feel strongly that we need a new 
transfer station like the one in Port Perry. It 
should be situated in central Brock prefera-
bly on Hwy. 12.  
Brock Township Council must find a way 
to stop the paper sludge dumping on our 
non-resident owned farms. If I am elected, I 
will work with our new council to remove 
this blight from our Township. The benefit 
of this by-product is questionable and has 
many ratepayers very concerned.  
The closure of the Sunderland Works build-
ing in my opinion was a mistake. Residents 
in the south part of Ward 4 cannot expect 
reasonable and timely response to their road 
maintenance. It should be re-opened.  
I believe I have the business, political and 
community background to provide strong, 
experienced leadership on the new council, 
I ask for support from the ratepayers of 
Ward 4 to accomplish this.  

I have attended Brock's weekly council 
meeting's almost every week for the last 
three years. During that time I discovered 
that the practice of passing a by-law, reading 
it three times on the same day, was not how 
it was originally meant to be practiced . It 
was meant to be read once at three different 
meetings, giving the public the opportunity 
to become informed and if necessary oppose 
the passage of the by-law in question. This 
and other practices bothered me enough to 
want to see it put right. 
Brock and Georgina share a common border 
and that is Regional Road 23. The traffic on 
this road is becoming increasingly more 
dangerous and the residents want this traffic 
controlled with hazard lights at connecting 
roads or larger stop signs or increased traffic 
patrols, whatever it takes to slow drivers 
down. To be honest I am not sure what a 
single councillor can do to achieve this as it 
is a Regional Road, but it is a problem that I 
would like to solve.  Perhaps this would be 
an opportunity for Georgina and Brock  to 
work together to face the Region on this 
matter. 

Name: Peter Prust 
Residence: Sdrd. 17, 
Brock  
Occupation:  
Pefferlaw Peat 
Position Sought: 
Ward 4 Councillor 
Brock Twp.  
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I was considering a way to give back to 
the community. People from several di-
rections – immediate neighborhood, busi-
ness, social services - all encouraged me 
to try for a role on council. 
Roads – Although the roads crew works 
hard and we’ve seen some improvements 
lately, many people are still unhappy with 
the results to date. We can look at other 
similar jurisdictions and copy where they 
get better results. This is a formal indus-
trial technique called “Benchmarking”. 
This and a formal Roads Management 
Plan will lead to roads we can all be 
proud of. 
Also, talking to residents has identified a  
number of intersections which could be 
made safer with engineering and signage. 
Taxes – The rapid rise in property taxes – 
many stories of doubling in 3 or 4 years - 
is really hurting a lot of people, especially 
those with fixed and moderate incomes. 
35% of property tax is Township: We 
must control this by ensuring we only buy 
services we absolutely need and obtain 
them as efficiently as possible—46% of 
our property tax bill is Region; Brock 
citizens do not understand what this is 
providing. Balanced economic develop-
ment will help to broaden our tax base, as 
well as provide local jobs for Brock fami-
lies. The dump topic has caused a lot of 
concern; but expansion is flat out not 
going to happen for a host of technical 
reasons. I also have practical ideas for 
policing, sludge, health care, train whis-
tles, water and sewage, communications, 
and others based on my experience in 
business and public service.  

Name: Christopher  
Wilson 
Residence: Port Bolster 
Occupation: Retired 
Position Sought:  Ward 
4 Councillor 
Brock Twp.  

Name: Dave  
Marquis 
Residence: R.R.#1 
Sunderland 
Occupation: Busi-
ness Owner 
Position Sought: 
Ward 4 Councillor 
Brock Twp.  

Election Day  
Monday,  

November 13, 2006 
REMEMBER— 

Your Vote Counts! 
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Vandals contaminate well at child care centre 
On the evening of October 17, someone 
opened the lid of a dug well at the United 
Church in Udora and threw in a can of 
WD 40 motor oil contaminating the well 
and causing Julie Bersche, owner and op-
erator of the Riverview Day Care Centre 
operating there, many hours of grief and 
expense.  
“Fortunately one of the parents discovered 
the can floating in the well the next morn-
ing and our UV water system automati-
cally shut off and immediately warned us 
that something was wrong,” Ms. Berche 
said. “So at no time were any of the chil-

dren at risk.”  
According to Ms. Bersche, she immedi-
ately called the Ministry of the Environ-
ment (MOE), the Health Department and 
Durham Water Services, the company 
who had initially installed the UV water 
system.  
“MOE is taking samples and hiring an 
environmental service to drain and clean 
the well for us,” Ms. Bersche said adding 
that the daycare has been using bottled 
water for drinking and hand washing and 
disposable dishes for meals.  
Ms. Bersche has personally been in touch 

with all the parents 
and will be sending 
a letter out to them 
to update them on 
the progress of the 
mitigation plans.  
“This has caused a 
lot of expense and 
worry but I am so 
thankful the UV 
system warned us 
and gave us time to 
take corrective 
measures,” she 
said. The police are 
investigating.   

Dozens of local kiddies were raring 
to go at the Port Bolster Community 
Hall on Saturday, October 28 where 
they attended a Halloween Party and 
took part in contests, raffles and 
ghoulish games.  
As part of the activities, the children, 
dressed in their favourite Halloween 
costumes, were invited to carve a 
pumpkin, colour and watch videos.  
Sponsored by the Port Bolster Hall 
Board, each child went home with a 
prize and a treat bag filled to the brim 
with goodies.  

Local kids get into 
the Halloween spirit 

 



Remembrance Day, while not 
a religious holiday, is often 
incorporated into the individ-
ual worship services of many 
religious denominations on 
Armistice Day. So, when an 
idea came to light to bring 
together the congregations of 
various churches and conduct 
a multi-denominational Re-
membrance Day service in 
Pefferlaw, many community 
churches signed on to become 
part of this “first-ever” Multi-
Denominational Pefferlaw 
Remembrance Day service.  
The service will be held at 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, Novem-
ber 12 at the Pefferlaw Lions 
Community Centre and parish-
ioners from the Wilfrid United 
Church, the Cedardale Church 
of the Nazarene, the Port Bol-
ster Baptist Church, the Egypt 
Church of the Nazarene and 
the Virginia United Church 
will be in attendance for the 

laying of the wreath ceremony 
and the inside services.  
“This is a good opportunity to 
draw the community together 
at least once a year and to get 
to know each other better,” 
said Nancy Koster, a member 
of the organizing committee.  
Additionally, a 12-member 
multi-denominational choir 
has been organized to sing at 
the service and members of a 
colour guard will be on hand 
to honour the courage and 
sacrifice made by members of 
Canada’s armed forces. 
The service is being organized 
by the Pefferlaw Lions and 
David Weir is the chairman of 
the committee. The multi-
church effort was his vision. 
Nancy Morley and Nancy 
Koster are committee mem-
bers and each year there will 
be representatives from two 
lead churches. This year the 
leads are Wilfrid and Egypt.  

Group organizes multi-denominational 
service for Remembrance Day 
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 Cryderman’s Chronicles 

Kudos to those at Knox 
United Church in Sutton who 
were responsible for the fabu-
lous, home-made roast beef 
dinner on Friday, October 27. 
This event has become so suc-
cessful, organizers had to 
usher patrons into the church 
upstairs to wait for room to 
free up in the basement. 
 
Birthday wishes to Sally 
Schoentaube who celebrated 
her birthday with friends at the 
Harbour Inn, Lagoon City on 
Saturday evening, November 
4. Happy Birthday Sally.  
 
Birthday wishes to Dennis 
Sharpe who celebrated his 
recent birthday with many 
friends on Saturday, Novem-
ber 4. Happy Birthday Dennis.  
 
Sutton West & District Lions 
and Leos would like to report 
a very successful second Pen-

tagon of Doom at Jackson’s 
Point parkette on Halloween 
night. Please accept their many 
thanks to all their donors of 
coffee, Timbits, bags and bags 
of candy, flying witches, 
hinges, staples etc. to fix the 
coffin. Eyeglasses for their 
SightFirst project, food for the 
food pantry and the generous 
time offer by their volunteers.  
 
On Saturday, November 18, 
the Georgina Arts Centre 
and Gallery are having a 
Grand Gala Event at the Bri-
ars. Tickets are still available. 
Contact Heather Fullerton at 
(905) 722-9587.  
 
Congratulations to the Sutton 
Legion for organizing another 
wonderful Remembrance Day 
parade and to all of the parade 
participants who took the time 
to make this event a success 
on Saturday, November 4.  
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Tennyson Tidbits 
Congratulations to Brian and 
Nancy Comartin of Kelowna, 
B.C. on the birth of their first 
child, Quinn Leith, a 7lb. 10 oz. 
little boy born on October 21. 
Proud grandfather is George 
Comartin.  
 
Happy Birthday to Justin 
Shearer who turned 15 on Octo-
ber 31. One more year left Dad 
and he’ll be after the keys to your 
Cadillac! 
 
Everyone at Morning Glory Pub-
lic School would like to thank 
Larry Pegg from Homestead 
Orchards for his donation of a 
bushel of apples a week to the 
Breakfast Club at the school. 
Since the beginning of the school 
year the apples have been free for 
the taking from the office and it 
appears they have become quite a 
hit.  
 
Congratulations to Shirley and 
Harry Leduc who celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary 
with friends and family at the 
Lion’s Hall in Pefferlaw on Octo-
ber 21.  
 
Best birthday wishes go out to 
Karen Foster from Georgina 
Island who turned 50 on October 
22. Remember Karen, 50 is the 
new 30!  
 
We also send our best wishes out 
to Ron Reid who will celebrate 
his 60th birthday on November 
16. Marilyn sends her love and 
has a huge surprise for you!  
 
And, Happy Birthday also to 
Fran Wolfe who turns 75 on 
November 16. Start thinking 
about where you want to go!  
 
And, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
wish Will Berlenbach a Happy 
Birthday. He turned 56 on Nov 6. 
 

Bill and Caroline Wise cele-
brated their 50th wedding anni-
versary on Saturday, October 28 
at the Beaverton Legion. I hear 
many well wishers attended and a 
good time was had by all. 
 
Wendy Schell has just returned 
from visiting her daughter 
Chantelle in Iqaluit, Nunavit. She 
tells me she had a great time after 
she became acclimatized to the 
thin oxygen levels there. Seems 
she kept falling asleep.  
 
Sam York from Georgina Island 
has a ton of news to share with 
us. His daughter Shannon was 
married to Scott Mallyon on 
September 9 and his son Mi-
chael celebrated the birth of his 
son Marcus, 5lb. 7oz born Sep-
tember 19.  In addition, Sam 
celebrates his 53rd birthday on 
November 15.  
 
Happy Birthday wishes go out to 
Larry Hunter who turns 59 on 
November 17.  
 
I’ve also been told that Brittany 
Watt will turn nine on November 
22. Happy Birthday Brittany!  
 
Bob and Tammy Squires re-
cently returned from a holiday in 
Scotland and Bob tells me they 
had a wonderful time touring 
around the country although he 
didn’t say how many different 
types of Scotch he tried.  
 
We send our sincere condolences 
out to Terry St. Peter and his 
family on the loss of his wife 
Denise, 51, who was the victim 
of a sudden heart attack.  
 
We would also like to send our 
sincerest regrets to Linda Tatton 
and her family on the loss of 
Linda’s father who recently lost 
his battle with cancer.  
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Pefferlaw volunteer fire fighters 
This year marks the 50th Anni-
versary of the first Pefferlaw 
Volunteer Fire Department, a 
milestone that will be recog-
nized at an upcoming Fire 
Fighter’s dance on November 
18 at the Pefferlaw Lion’s Hall.  
Before 1956, residents who 
were victims of a fire had to 
rely upon their friends and 
neighbours and old fashioned 
buckets to help them extinguish 
the fire.  
According to Eric Cronsberry, a 
charter Lions member and one 

of the first members of the 
1956 volunteer fire brigade, 
pre-1956 residents were alerted 
to a fire through the old crank 
telephone system that was 
owned and operated by Harold 
Thompson.  
“If someone was reporting a 
fire, they called the operator 
and then the operator would 
alert the town by sending 10 
long rings over the telephone 
wires. Everyone knew what 10 
long rings meant and then you 
would call in to find out where 
the fire was.”   
In 1956, the newly formed Pef-
ferlaw Lions Club purchased a 
1932 Bickle Seagrave fire truck 
from the Toronto Fire Depart-
ment for $400. The younger 
members of the Lions Club 
volunteered to man the truck 
and became the first official 
Pefferlaw Volunteer Fire Fight-
ing Brigade.  
El Stongman was the president 

of the Lions at the time and was 
installed as the first fire chief. 
In a report written by El, he 
describes the first call the new 
recruits made with the truck.  
“The first fire call for this new 
brigade was the home of Mr. 
Ambrose Sherwood on the west 
side of Weir’s Sideroad be-
tween the third and forth con-
cession of the Township. Al-
though there were times on the 
trip to this fire when I am sure 
you could have walked faster 
(especially when the driver did 

not gear the truck 
down on the corners) 
we did arrive on time 
and saved the dwell-
ing, although it was 
fairly well gutted. My, 
we were proud of our 
investment and effort.”  
The fire truck and 
equipment that had 
been purchased for an 
additional $355, was 
housed in the garage 
of the Pefferlaw Tele-
phone Exchange on 
the main street (where 
Ross McArthur now 

lives) and a siren was installed 
on the building.  
Don Rixon, also a charter Lion 
and member of the first fire 
fighting brigade remembers the 
old bunker gear and their lack 
of experience and training.  
“We wore large hats, long 
coats, high rubber boots and 
carried huge broad axes,” he 
said. “We looked like WWI 
army recruits and we could do a 
lot of damage with those axes. 
At a Port Bolster fire, we al-
most tore a wall off a house 
with those axes. At that time, 
we weren’t well schooled at 
being firemen.” 
But, with the help of retired 
Toronto firefighter and fellow 
Lions member Jim Major, the 
newly recruited volunteers be-
gan learning some fire-fighting 
techniques and worked hard to 
overcome their reputation for 
saving only basements.  
In 1957, Harry Waggett was 

The 1932 Bickle Seagrave purchased by 
the Lions Club in 1956 for $400. was the 
start of the Pefferlaw Fire Department.  
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celebrate 50 years of growth and public service to their community  
installed as the second fire chief of the 
department, a distinction he held for 21 
years. And in 1960 the Pefferlaw Lions 
Club moved the truck and equipment to a 
brand new fire hall they erected beside the 
United Church on the main street. (It re-
mains the oldest fire hall in use in York 
Region). In 1960, fire calls were still being 
managed by the operators at the telephone 
office and it wasn’t until 1970, when Pef-
ferlaw received dial technology, did the 
process change.  
“After we got dial phones, fire phones 
were installed in the homes of seven or 
eight volunteer firefighters,” said Dave 
Harding, a 35-year veteran of the force and 
a captain with the cur-
rent volunteers.   
“When callers dialed 
the emergency fire 
number, all fire phones 
would ring and some-
one would activate the 
siren to alert the rest of 
the volunteers,” he said.  
In 1978, Harry Waggett 
retired from the depart-
ment and John Dalli-
more was installed as 
the new fire chief. By 
then, the Bickle had 
been replaced by a 1961 
International fire engine 
and the  Pefferlaw Lion-
ess had purchased a 
Jaws of Life rescue 
apparatus for the sum of 
$10,000 and donated it 
to the fire department to 
help in the extrication 
of victims involved in 
traffic accidents.  
In 1980 when Pefferlaw 
was annexed into the 

new Township of Georgina, the Pefferlaw 
Fire Department was put under the um-
brella of the Georgina Township Fire De-
partment and was known as Area #3. Chief 
John Dallimore became known as District 
Chief as did those who followed after 
him—District Chief Pat Burgess (1984-
1992), District Chief Al Baker (1992-
2000) and, District Chief Ron Jenkins 
(2000-present).  
The fire phones were replaced by pagers 
worn by individual fire fighting volunteers 
and a brand new 1980 Ford pumper was 
purchased for $56,000.  
The name of the department was changed 
again in 1992 after the Township of Geor-

gina became the new Town of Georgina in 
1986. Now known as Georgina Station 1-
8, the Pefferlaw Fire Hall is currently 
manned by 24 skilled and trained men who 
volunteer their time to protect the lives and 
property of more than 2,500 residents.  
According to Georgina’s Fire Chief Bill 
O’Neill, (a former Pefferlaw volunteer) the 
members of the Pefferlaw Fire Hall re-
spond to all emergency calls including 
motor vehicle accidents, emergency medi-
cal calls, ice and water rescue calls and fire 
calls.  
“We have good response from our volun-
teers there,” he said adding that calls to 
Station 1-8 are often supplemented with 

support from other Geor-
gina vehicles as well.  
Today, the fire fighting 
team in Pefferlaw is work-
ing with in excess of $1.5 
million worth of equipment 
and the volunteers are re-
quired to attend regular 
training sessions to stay 
current in fire fighting 
techniques.  
“Before, we learned on the 
job, but now there is a ma-
jor focus on training and 
health and safety,” Chief 
O’Neill says. “Fire fighters 
have to be trained to know 
their job correctly and be-
cause there is a big empha-
sis on medical response in 
Pefferlaw, they need a 
high-level of training to do 
their jobs,” he said.  
Ultimately, the crew at the 
fire hall has come a long 
way in 50 years.  
 
 

Current members of Pefferlaw’s Fire Fighting Brigade: (Left to Right) —(Top 
of Truck) Rick Ingles, Clayton Brush, (On Truck) Will Berlenbach, Jarret 
Berlenbach, (In Truck) Tim Lawrence, Patrick Guyton, (Middle Row) Dave 
Harding, Tony Brown, Bob Squires, Price Morris, Dave Pickard, Phil Small, 
Ron Jenkins (District Chief) (Kneeling Front Row) Tim MacRae, Rod Baker.  
Absent: Carl Sarasin, Rob Challis, Pete Ellis, Kevin Hutchings, Bill Kay, Tim 
Johnson, Brad Lamport, Lindsay Lemasurier, John Sabath.  
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Don’t forget the Udora Holiday 
Trade Show and Open House 
at the Community Centre from 
10:00 to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 11. Look forward to dis-
plays of spices, jellies, scrap-
booking supplies, jewellery, 
cosmetic and hand knit items. 
Call Jennifer at 705-228-1128 
for details.  
 
Everyone is invited to attend a 
Remembrance Day Service 
sponsored by the Pefferlaw Li-
ons on Sunday, Nov. 12 at 2:00 
p.m. at the Pefferlaw Lion’s 
Hall.  
 
Don’t forget to mark your calen-
dars for the Pefferlaw Fire 
Fighters 50th Anniversary 
Dance on Saturday, November 
18 at the Pefferlaw Lions Com-
munity Hall. Tickets are avail-
able from Bodley’s and all Pef-
ferlaw Fire Fighters. 
 
River Glen Haven will be hav-
ing its annual Snowflake Bazaar 
on Nov. 18 from 9:00 to 1:00. 
Items include baked goods, white 
elephant table items and raffle 
items.  

St. James Anglican Church in 
Sutton is holding their annual 
Sugar Plum Fair on Sat. Nov. 18 
from 9:00 to 1:00 p.m. Look for 
baking, books, gifts, attic treas-
ures, jewellery, lunch room and 
more. Free Admission. 
 
The South Shore Chapter of 
the Forresters will be hosting A 
Christmas Community Spirit 
Meeting on Nov. 22 at 8:00 at 
the Egypt Community Hall 
where they will make donations 
to the York Region Police Toy 
Drive, Georgina Cares, Georgina 
Food Pantry, Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters and Camp Jamoke.  
 
The Church of the Nazarene will 
again host the ever-popular 
“Walk to Bethlehem” on Fri. 
Nov. 24 at 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
and Sat. Nov. 24 at 5:30 to 10:00 
p.m. For details call 705-437-
2170.  
 
Vendors and Bakers are wanted 
for the “Love of Christmas 
Craft Sale to be held on Satur-
day, December 2 at the Ice Pal-
ace. All proceeds go to Street 
Cats—Cat Rescue and Adoption. 

 

 COMING EVENTS 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE  

1999 Honda Foreman ATV, 
ferring, windshield, rear seat, 
winch, 2 sets of tires. Excel-
lent condition. $4500. Call 
(705) 437-9953. 
 

2-15” JL Audio Subwoofers, 
Zapco AG 350 Amplifier, 
Pioneer 50+1 CD changer. 
$550 for all. Call (905) 955-
1685.  
 

FOR RENT 
Beautiful 1 bdrm apt. in new 
bldg. Balcony. No pets. Non-
smoker, air cond. In Sutton on 
High St. Call (905) 722-3640.  

 

HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO 
WINTER IN FLORIDA 

Retired couple offering to 
share companionship, trans-
portation and accommodation 
in Florida. Call (705) 437-
2867.  


