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Georgina recognizes Citizen of the Year and Award of Merit recipients
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Citizen of the Year, Lorrain Hand receives
an award from Mayor Rob Grossi for years
of dedication to Georgina schools.
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Nine individuals were recognized for their volunteer commitment and dedication to
the Georgina community at the Briars Resort on Tuesday evening, November 22. Each
received a 2011 Award of Merit. Photos above are: (1) (L to R) Naomi Davidson and
volunteer Hayden Jones (2) (L to R) Phil Craig and volunteer Pauline Burford (3) (L
to R) Ken Hackenbrook and volunteer June Peach (4) (L to R) Dave Szollosy and volunteer Suzanne Smoke (5) Danny Wheeler (centre) presents an award to Kinettes (L to
R) Cathy Loitsch Anne Eecloo, Heather Dun and Shirley Heaps (6) (L to R) Brad
Smockum and volunteer Charlotte Widdifield.
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It’s that NIMBY thing all over again
So, York Region wants to service the sewage demands for
new growth in East Gwillimbury and portions of Newmarket with a plan to treat it and
dump it into Lake Simcoe.
Last I heard, there was an aggressive strategy to send it
down to the Duffin Creek
Waste Water Treatment Plant
in Pickering—and that plan
was being conceived way back
in 2005 and 2006.
Back then, I don’t recall that
there was any mention of an
Upper York Sewage System
(UYSS). The Lake Simcoe
option was on the table but it
was never given much attention. The only thing I remember was a flurry of activity by
York Region to provide a connection through the “big pipe”
to the York Durham Sewage
System (YDSS). My, how
things change when you take
your eye off the ball.
This whole discussion on how
to service the mandated new
growth going into East Gwillimbury is reminiscent of the
uprising that went on when the
City of Toronto was looking at
Georgina as a place to dump
their garbage back in the
1980s. It set off that whole
NIMBY argument and I heard
rumblings of that argument
again last week during the
waste water discussion at the
public meeting in Keswick.
While there seems to be more
questions than answers with
this new scheme, the one thing
I did like about it was the reverse osmosis technology that
can remove improved amounts
of contaminants in waste water
so it can be reclaimed and reused for irrigation. That will
surely reduce the demand for
potable drinking water and
meet some new water conservation targets.
My question is, if the technology exists, why on earth are
we not using it already?
Huge points go to Rob Grossi
for trying to get the Region to
agree to upgrade existing

waste water treatment plants in
Georgina with this new technology.
From where I sit I see this
“north” versus “south” argument as a struggle between two
significant natural features—
the Oak Ridges Moraine and
Lake Simcoe. They don’t want
to go south with the waste because of the sensitive Oak
Ridges Moraine and residents
here don’t want it coming
north because of the potential
risk to the health of the Lake
Simcoe watershed and its residents.
The difference in cost between
the “north” alternative and the
“south” alternative is about
$300 million dollars in favour
of the “north”. So, I’m thinking that’s how it got to be
“preferred”.
Ooops—did I say that out
loud?
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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WhosArmy wins Cover Me Canada

Put your hands together and
cheer for the newest Canadian
celebrities on the music scene.
WhosArmy, a group of four
musicians, two of whom are
home-grown talents, are the
winners of the CBC TV reality
show, Cover Me Canada.
Travis Wood, Cory Williams,
Greg Markham and Max Trefler
make up the band that defeated
the Melanie Morgan Band from
New Brunswick on national
television during the Cover Me
Canada finale on Sunday evening, November 13.
“We are so pleased to have been
declared the winners,”
WhosArmy posted on their web-

site. “We have worked so hard
to get where we are today and
can’t believe that Cover Me
Canada is over. We would like
to take this opportunity to say
how much we thank our fans for
helping us while we were on
Cover Me Canada. We could not
have done this without all of
you. Your online support, your
belief and confidence in us, and
your overpowering cheering live
at the shows have been really
incredible.”
WhosArmy walked away with
$100,000 and a recording contract with Universal Music Canada. They also debuted their
new single “Alive” on the show.
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Wheeler wins YMCA Peace Award
Georgina’s Regional
Councillor and Deputy
Mayor Danny Wheeler
has received a YMCA
Peace Award recognizing his many contributions to the peace and
safety of his community.
Upon accepting the
award at a gala celebration at Cayley Hall
in Roches Point on
Monday, November
21, Mr. Wheeler, who
Danny Wheeler, left, receives a YMCA
is also Chair of the
York Regional Police certificate and medallion from York Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe.
Services Board, said
he was shocked, surPolice Chief Eric Jolliffe the
prised and felt extremely honoured to have been chosen as a award is one of six sponsored
by the YMCA in the GTA.
recipient of the Peace Award.
In presenting the award, Chief
“Serving the public in all my
capacities has offered me won- Jolliffe said Mr. Wheeler has
distinguished himself as “a
derful and insightful experigreat community ambassador
ences and for that I am truly
and is an excellent choice for
grateful,” Mr. Wheeler said.
the 2011 YMCA Peace Award.”
Presented by York Regional
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Residents question safety and rationale of proposed sewage centre
A public meeting to explain the rationale
behind York Region’s proposal to dump
millions of litres of treated waste water
into Lake Simcoe every day was met with
groans and vocal opposition by Georgina
residents at the Stephen Leacock Centre on
November 16.
According to a presentation by York Region (YR) staff, the Region needs to service the waste water requirements of new
and approved growth in Holland Landing,
Queensville, Sharon and a portion of Newmarket. And York Region staff told the
audience that a Lake Simcoe Water Reclamation Centre (LSWRC) which is based
on a reverse osmosis process to treat waste
water to a safety standard well above current technologies, has been confirmed as
the preferred alternative.
This preferred alternative is in contrast to a
previous preferred alternative which proposed that new growth waste water could
be connected to the existing York Durham
Sewage System (YDSS) which travels
down through the “big pipe” to the Duffin
treatment plant in Pickering and released
into Lake Ontario.
Ward 2 Councillor Phil Craig questioned
York Region’s claim that the Lake Simcoe
alternative had been confirmed by York
Region Council.
“I’m not aware of any vote that has taken
place at the Region that has confirmed that
a Lake Simcoe Water Reclamation Centre
is the preferred alternative,” Mr. Craig
said. “And I think this slide is misleading.”
But Ms. Adrian Coombs, the Project Manager for York Region, said in a later interview that no vote is required by York Region council because the LSWRC was
confirmed as the preferred alternative
when the MOE approved the Terms of
Reference for the project earlier this year.
Mr. Craig went on to question the risks to
human health if 100 per cent of pharmaceutical, personal care products (PPCP)
and known endocrine disrupting chemicals
could not be removed from the waste water
treated at the proposed LSWRC. Mr. Craig
said YR fact sheets on reverse osmosis
suggest only 80 per cent of these chemicals
could be removed.
“Can this panel of experts assure the residents of Georgina and indeed the residents
around the watershed, that they have nothing to fear from PPCPs? I am happy to be
proven wrong and if I am I will lay the
first brick,” he said.
In response Al Rimer, a Waste Water &

Georgina’s existing waste water treatment
facilities to incorporate reverse osmosis as
part of their recommendation for the Lake
Simcoe Water Reclamation Centre. However, Ms. Coombs would only say that the
reverse osmosis technology could be
shared among communities around the
lake.
In their presentation to the audience, YR
staff described the proposed LSWRC as an
Innovative Sewage Treatment Plant designed to produce a high purity effluent
that can be reused for irrigating golf
courses, sod farms and tree farms. The
plant is expected to be located in the northern part of East Gwillimbury and will discharge 40 mega litres a day of treated
waste water into the East Holland River.
“It is a sustainable sewage treatment facility that uses proven, leading-edge, advanced wastewater purification and water
“We’ve been blindsided by reclamation technologies,” the audience
this plan. It has come out of was told.
In addition to conserving potable water
left field when we undercurrently used for irrigation purposes, YR
stood that the waste water staff said the proposed LSWRC is exand water system was going pected to deliver other benefits to the Lake
Simcoe watershed. Residents were told the
to go in an entirely different East Holland River will experience reduced concentrations of total phosphorus,
direction.”
Katharine Parsons less algae growth due to increased water
clarity and increased aquatic plant growth.
“The Lake Simcoe Water Reclamation
“We’ve been blindsided by this plan. It has Centre alternative has the potential to imcome out of left field when we understood prove water quality and increase water
that the waste water and water system was quantity in the East Holland River,” YR
going to go in an entirely different direcstaff say.
tion,” Katharine Parsons said.
Although the proposed plant will discharge
In response to a question by Mayor Rob
approximately 100 kg. per year of new and
Grossi, who was also a member of the au- additional phosphorus into the lake, YR
dience, YR staff confirmed that recent
staff assured residents this new loading
infrastructure expansion to the YDSS at
could be off-set by reducing phosphorus
16th Avenue was constructed to service
loads from other sources. This could result
the new growth in East Gwillimbury. It
in a net benefit in phosphorous loading of
was explained that this plan was abanbetween 100 and 300 kg, residents were
doned in favour of the LSWRC due to the told by Neil Hutchinson, a YR Waste Wasensitivity, cost and difficulty when conter Specialist. He said these savings could
veying waste water through the Oak
come from converting existing septic sysRidges Moraine. The cost of the YDSS
tems to sewer hook-ups and by improving
alternative is said to be approximately
storm water treatment.
$800 million and in an interview following A doctor in the audience said he has seen
the meeting, Ms. Coombs said, “There is
dramatic increases in the rates of hormonal
$300 million difference between a tunnel
disorders and cancers in his patients and
to Lake Ontario and a water reclamation
said he is concerned that the level of
centre and treatment facility that dischemicals in the drinking water is contribcharges into a watercourse that feeds into uting to these conditions.
Lake Simcoe.”
“I live on the lake. It’s my home and I am
Mr. Grossi also wanted to know if York
threatened by you adding the waste of
Region would be prepared to convert
Continued on page 6...
Reclamation Water Specialist at York Region, said reverse osmosis is the most effective available technology for removing
PPCPs and goes beyond the level of effectiveness demonstrated at waste water treatment plants currently operating on Lake
Simcoe.
“There are currently 15 waste water treatment plants going into Lake Simcoe and
everyone of those waste water treatment
plants discharges treated waste water at far
less a system in terms of purity than what
is being proposed at this plant here,” Mr.
Rimer said.
One member of the audience asked YR
staff why the former preferred alternative
to connect to the YDSS and move the
waster water south had been abandoned.
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LSWRC preferred alternative
Continued from page 5.
another half million people,” he
said.
As the evening drew to a close,
a member of the Chippewas of
Georgina Island rose and told
the audience and the staff from
York Region that the Chippewas were against the LSWRC.
“I’m here on behalf of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First
Nation and I have with me to
present to the team from York
Region a band council resolution stating that the First Nation
is strongly opposed to any sewage being dumped into Lake
Simcoe. As a community right
in the middle of Lake Simcoe,
this strongly affects us,” she
said. “This is something we are
very opposed to and we haven’t
had the consultation we think
we deserve on this.” She argued
that previous consultation with
the Chippewas of Georgina Island was conducted prior to the
Lake Simcoe alternative being

considered.
Although York Region council
was presented with an information report on the preferred alternative (the LSWRC) on October 20, they deferred receiving it until December.
The next step in the process
from York Region’s perspective
is to continue dialoguing with
the public as they prepare to
conduct the individual environmental assessment (IEA) for the
LSWRC preferred alternative.
Ms. Coombs said the IEA could
be completed by the summer of
2013 and opportunities to provide comments and feedback on
the project will be available
throughout the IEA process.
Ms. Coombs and members of
her team host a community engagement forum called Tuesday
Talks on the first Tuesday of
every month from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. at 1195 Stellar Dr. Unit 2,
in Newmarket. She can also be
reached at (905) 830-4444.
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Georgina Cares live TV auction
Starting at noon on December
11, Georgina Cares will be
hosting their annual Live TV
Auction on Rogers TV.
Georgina Cares provides funding for underprivileged children
up to the age of 15 to take part
in extra-curricular activities
they otherwise would not be
able to participate in.
The six-hour telecast is an important fund-raising event for
Georgina Cares every year.
“It is our single biggest fund
raiser of the year,” said Jennifer
Anderson, the program administrator for Georgina Cares.
It is expected that over 250
items will be auctioned live
with eight new items being
presented every 10 minutes.
The highest bidder at the end of
each 10 minute block will receive the item. Items will be
available for pickup at the
Georgina Ice Palace between

6:00 and 8:00 p.m.
Ms. Anderson, host of the TV
auction, will be joined by several co-hosts throughout the
telecast including Mayor Rob
Grossi. The show is filmed in
Newmarket and more than 40
volunteers work from the Newmarket council chambers where
they man the telephones and
answer up to 2,500 calls.
New to the program this year is
a segment entitled “Kids Helping Kids” where families can
become part of the auction by
donating a gift card for a popular establishment of their
choice.
“One of the families will win
the chance to appear live on TV
during the auction,” said Ms.
Anderson. “It’s a great way to
teach the kids about giving
back to other kids in their community.”

Tennyson Tidbits
Here’s a little tidbit of news
for you...Bodley’s Furniture
and Appliances in Pefferlaw is
now the new Sears Catalogue
Outlet. They acquired it after
the Pefferlaw Variety Store
was sold last month. Congratulations Dianne, Cheri and
Randy!
I received a letter from the
Pefferlaw Lioness asking me
to let you know that they will
be collecting for the Christmas Angels program again
this year to provide toys and
gifts of food to ensure no
child goes without this Christmas. If you know of a family
that is going through hardship
and needs a helping hand,
please contact Jane at (705)
437-1468.
If anyone out there happens to
know where the community of
Virginia got its name, I would
appreciate hearing from you.
So far, I understand it was
once called French Town but I

haven’t been able to determine where the name Virginia
came from.
Happy Birthday to Dana
Tunney who will celebrate
her special day on November
24. Cheers Dana!
We want to send out our Best
Wishes to Arnie and Carroll
Hall who are celebrating their
23rd wedding anniversary on
November 26. Congrats!
Kudos to Ina Green at Ina’s
Hair Studio in Pefferlaw for
the fabulous window display
to commemorate Remembrance Day. Beautifully done!
If you are worried about being
chosen to make a toast during
your Christmas dinner or any
other occasion, you may want
to check out the tips provided
by Simcoe Shores Toastmasters on their website at
www.simcoeshores.ca
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Fatal accident closes Hwy. 48
for several hours

A fatal accident which closed Hwy. 48 at the 17th Line of
Brock Township, just south of Beaverton on Thursday afternoon, November 17, has resulted in the death of a 48 year-old
male driver. At approximately 1:46 p.m. a Lincoln MK X traveling westbound on Hwy. 48 veered into the eastbound lanes
and collided head-on with a tractor trailer. The driver of the
Lincoln was pronounced deceased at the scene and the driver
of the tractor trailer sustained no injuries. Witnesses to the
crash are asked to call the OPP in Whitby at (905) 668-3388.
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Beaverton turns on the lights downtown
Beaverton residents turned out in
large numbers on a nippy Friday
evening on November 18 to help
the town light their Christmas tree
in the park.
Stores stayed open and joined the
festive spirit of fellowship and
community.
(Right Photo) Staff at Century 21
treat residents to hot chocolate
and donuts. (Bottom photo) A
crowd gathers to sing carols.
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Georgina Fire Department receives
The Georgina
Fire Department
is the 2011 winner of the province-wide Bernard A. Moyle
Public Education Award,
presented by the
Ontario Fire
Marshal’s Public Fire Safety
(L to R) Deputy Fire Marshal Doug Crawford,
Council at a
Deputy Chief Steve Richardson, Educator/
presentation in
Inspector Taunya Zabielski, Educator/
Markham on
Inspector Laura Machildon, Fire Prevention
November 3.
Officer Jeff Bignell, Fire Chief Bill O’Neill,
The award recOntario Fire Marshal Ted Wieclawek.
ognizes the
department’s
collaboration with Rogers TV award,” said Director of Emerin producing public education gency Services and Fire Chief
television segments to deliver Bill O’Neill.
a variety of fire and life safety Plans are currently underway
to expand the audience of these
messages.
segments throughout the prov“It is very gratifying to have
ince of Ontario and to develop
been selected by the Ontario
additional fire safety segments
Fire Marshal’s Office as the
focusing on winter months.
winner of this province-wide
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YRP unveils crime prevention map
In an effort to imtion by seeing what
prove safety in comis going on in their
munities across York
neighbourhoods at
Region, York Reany given time,” said
gional Police (YRP)
Constable Blair
have implemented a
McQuillan in a YRP
new online incident
press release. “It’s a
reporting tool where
way to mobilize citiresidents can view
zens so they can act
the details of policas partners with poing activities in their
lice in fighting crime
neighbourhood in
and building safer
real time.
communities.”
Image of Crime Prevention Map at
The Crime Prevention www.CrimeReports.com
The website search
Map (CPM) includes
for policing incidents
(but is not limited to) information on local
can be conducted up to 30 days after an incipolicing efforts such as break and enters,
dent report has been filed. Once the paramethefts, theft of vehicles, theft from vehicles, ters of the search have been defined on the
homicides, robberies, assaults, sex offences, website, small icons representing the various
arsons, missing persons, weapons offences,
crime-related activities appear on the
traffic enforcement, liquor and drug ofneighbourhood map. Users can click on
fences.
those icons and the type of incident, the locaThe website address for the CPM is
tion of the incident and the date it was filed
www.CrimeReports.com and visitors simply appear in an information box.
key in the town of their choice and use one
“Every resident in York Region can be inof three map tools to find out what policing
volved in preventing crime by taking note of
activities have been reported in their area.
crime trends in their area and ensuring they
“The new system provides residents with the take appropriate steps to protect themselves
ability to take an active role in crime preven- and their property,” Constable McQuillan

EXPERIENCED “IN-HOME”
PHYSIOTHERAPY
AVAILABLE!
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The craft sale elves are really busy
(Left to Right) Christy
Emmerson from Keswick
and her son Carson, 8,
drop by a vendor booth at
the Salvation Army Craft
sale on Saturday, November 12 to purchase a couple of student value packs.

Abigail LeBlanc, 8, from Jackson’s Point takes a rest for a muffin and a cup of tea after some
heavy duty shopping at the Salvation Army Craft sale. Abigail,
with her mom and grandmother,
have been coming to this annual
event since Abigail was a year
old.

 Life Insurance

(L to R) Genevieve
Beadler and Jan
Mewha check out
the goods displayed
by Brenda McLean
and Lorraine
McCallum at the
Pefferlaw Arts Club
craft show.
(L to R) Cassie Doherty, Colleen
Schofield and Tammy
Sheppard pose with
these cute sock monkeys from the Bear
Soles booth at the St.
Bernadette Craft show
on November 12.
Yikes...it
was standing room
only at the
Sugar Plum
Fair at St.
James Hall
in Sutton
on November 19.
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Keswick Santa Claus Parade —
The streets were lined up by the curbs with care... to wait for St.
Nick who would soon be there…
It was a great day for a parade and the residents of Keswick took
advantage of the unseasonably warm weather to help usher in the
2011 version of the Santa Claus Parade. This year the event
boasted 67 float entries and five bands—the Innisfil Pipe Band,
the Philippine Heritage Band, the Blue Saints Band, the Haliburton Highland Silver Band and the Keswick High School Music
Band. Guy Tackaberry, the Parade Marshal for 33 years said, “It
is so nice when it all comes together and looks so great.”
Peter van Loan
and his wife are
all smiles as they
greet residents
lined up along the
parade route.

The Town
of Georgina float
depicting
the new
ROC facility was
gaily decorated.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Santa’s Toy
Shop was a
beehive of
activity on
this float with
one of his
elves rushing
to meet the
December 24
deadline.

The Philippine Heritage Band,
complete
with majorettes and
colour party,
did a wonderful job
playing to
the crowd.
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A jolly-old good time from beginning to end
(Clockwise) (1) There’s nothing like a
cup of hot chocolate while watching a
parade. (2) The jolly old elf himself. (3)
A gaily decorated horse and rider. (4)
Bruce Rennie all dressed up and
clowning around. (5) Ten month old
Eden Morrin struggles to open a candy
bar given to her by one of Santa’s
elves. (6) Santa had a hard time getting
this gift down the chimney on the
Crate’s Marina float.
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Coming Events & Announcements
is inviting you to their 3rd Annual Christmas bration on Sat. Dec. 10. The Wood Nymphs
Caroling Service on Sunday, Nov. 27 at 7:00 Collection DVD & book have arrived.
pm. Non-perishable food items will be acSave the date on Fri. Dec. 16 to attend the
cepted for the food bank.
George Frederic Handel’s Messiah at the
Forrest & Taylor Funeral Home in Sutton
Stephen Leacock Theatre at 8:00 pm. This
The Wilfrid community is hosting Mistletoe will hold their annual Service of Rememholiday classic is presented by the Ardeleana
Madness at the Wilfrid Hall on Sat. Nov. 26 brance on Mon. Nov. 28 at 7:00
Chamber Music Society in partnership with
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Refreshments
the Town of Georgina.
The Sutton Youth Shelter is hosting their 3rd
available. Table rentals—$5. Call Edie at
Annual Georgina at a Glance Indoor Bazaar Sutton District High School cordially invites
(705) 437-1467.
& Silent Auction at the shelter on Dalton Rd. you to their Annual Holiday Dinner to be
Check out the Cedarvale Lodge Annual
served on Thurs. Dec. 22 from 5:00 until 7:30
in Sutton on Sat. Dec. 3 from 10:00 am to
Christmas Bazaar in Keswick on Sat. Nov. 26 2:00 pm. Donations will be accepted for the pm.
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Crafts, gifts, baked Georgina Food Pantry.
CHATS is looking for seniors to attend a
goods and raffle.
The Keswick United Church on Church St. in weekly wellness program at the Legion every
If you are around Sobey’s in Sutton on Sat.
Keswick is hosting a Christmas Concert on
Wednesday. Call (905) 452-4287.
Nov. 26, the Salvation Army’s Annual
Sun. Dec. 4 at 2:30 pm. Refreshments will
Christmas Kettle program will kick-off there. follow. A freewill offering will benefit local
CLASSIFIED ADS
Anyone wishing to volunteer should call
food and toy drives and music programs.
Eavestrough cleaning and protection system
(905) 722-3059.
Cedardale Church of the Nazarene in Peffer- installed. Fast service and reasonable rates.
Here’s your chance to benefit the Georgina
law is welcoming everyone to their CommuFree estimates. Call Eric (705) 437-4634.
Animal Shelter. Drop in to the South Paw
nity Dinner on Wed. Dec. 7 at 6:00 pm.
Nancy’s Home Daycare—All ages welcome.
Trading Post on Hwy. 48 on Sat. Nov. 26 or Please call (705) 437-2170.
6am—6pm. ECE teacher. Learning through
Sun. Nov. 27 and check out their 2nd Annual
You can meet Gabi von Gans and members
play. Call (705) 437-2162.
Christmas Sale and Cause for Paws event.
of the Studio G Group at the South Paw TradRixon Manor in Pefferlaw is accepting appliKnox United Church on Market St. in Sutton ing Post during their St. Nicholas Day celeCall the Stephen Leacock Theatre at (905)
476-0193 to book your tickets for The
Queensville Players production of “Little
Women” which starts on Nov. 25 and runs
until Dec. 4.

cations for residency from persons 60+ years
of age. Call Marie at (705) 437-3811 for an
application.

