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Remembrance Day in Pefferlaw, Sutton and Keswick
It was a cool, damp and blustery day for
those attending the 94th Remembrance
Day services across Georgina.
Below, Mayor Rob Grossi places a wreath
at the cenotaph in Pefferlaw on behalf of
the Town of Georgina.
Centre, members of the York Region Police Band lead the Remembrance Day parade along High St. in Sutton.
Right, a member of the Queens’s York
Rangers solemnly guards the Keswick
cenotaph.

LSRCA censures Mayor Grossi and appoints new Chair
In an unprecedented move, the Board of
Directors for the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority (LSRCA) has
censured Mayor Grossi and removed him
from his Chair position without pay “for
conduct unbecoming a Board member in
fulfillment of his duties.”
In addition to the censure, the Board suspended him from his board position on the
Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation
and also directed staff to issue a violation
notice to Mayor Grossi for conducting
shoreline restoration work prior to receiving written permission from the Authority.
Mayor Grossi is defending in court two
charges laid by the Ministry of Natural

Resources (MNR) on July 25 for conducting work on his Lake Dr. property without
MNR approval.
In a statement from Ms. Debbie Bath, the
newly appointed Chair for the Authority,
she said a thorough and detailed review,
with assistance from outside legal counsel.
was undertaken in the governance and
leadership issue. She said LSRCA provided written permission to carry out
shoreline restoration work on Mayor
Grossi’s property on July 31, 2013. However, their investigation showed that
“material had been placed, whether intentional or not”, prior to written permission
Continued on Page 5...
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ROC “business plan” is a misnomer
At the Wednesday, November 6
council meeting, council voted
to receive a new business plan
for the ROC. I always thought a
business plan had to include
projected revenues and expenses but I guess I was wrong
because the new plan doesn’t
include either.
The first business plan presented to council for the ROC
was in 2009 and it included a
spread sheet with anticipated
expenses and revenues from
2011 through to 2015.
The new “business” plan primarily discusses previous marketing initiatives plus new ones
that are being planned in 2014
to 2016 with no associated
costs.
To my mind, a business plan is

performance during that year.
(See Figure 1). Instead of it
being a “moot” activity, I found
the whole process quite fascinating and I should think it
would be something our council
members would be interested
in. After all, it was this document that was the basis for their
decisions in 2009 and if I were
on council I would want to
know how far afield those 2009
predictions actually were.
Personally I think this new
document is a clumsy attempt
to move the discussion away
from costs and expenses and, as
a taxpayer, I don’t appreciate
the ruse.
Calling this a “business plan” is
like calling Rob Ford discreet.
Karen Wolfe
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Ice pad sustains wind damage
Wind gusts of up to 80 km/h
are being blamed for the damage to the Pefferlaw Ice Pad.
The facility sustained major
damage on Friday, November 1
when the boards on the south
east side of the rink blew down
and pulled the steel anchors
from the concrete foundation.

damage and shore up the remaining walls.
“Even though last night was
Halloween, there is no evidence that vandalism was involved,” Mr. Lance said.
The Pefferlaw Ice Pad was a
community initiative that was
officially opened in 2010. The

Glass was strewn across the surface of the Pefferlaw Ice Pad
when the wind blew down a section of the boards and broke the
frame supporting it.
According to Town employee
Barry Lance, approximately 12
sheets of glass broke when the
wall collapsed and littered the
surface of the rink. Several
boards were damaged in addition to the aluminum frame
supporting them. Insurance
adjusters have inspected the
damage, he said, and crews
were dispatched to clean up the

Town of Georgina provided
approximately $1 million to
build the open-air facility and a
group of dedicated volunteers
oversees its use in the winter
months.
Mr. Lance said he expects the
repairs should be completed in
time for the upcoming ice skating season.
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Walking bridge in Pefferlaw will remain closed for repairs
The pedestrian bridge
in Pefferlaw sustained
structural damage
when a black Dodge
pick-up truck heading
east-bound failed to
make the turn from
Old Homestead Road
onto Station Road and
slammed into the west
side of the bridge.
The steel and wooden
structure was constructed more than 25

years ago to allow residents on the west
side of town to walk across the Pefferlaw
River to access the library and community
centre.
According to Dan Pisani, Director of Operations and Engineering for Georgina,
engineers will need to assess the damage
and the bridge will remain closed until
repairs are completed.
“We are actively working on it,” Mr.
Pisani said adding, insurance adjusters
have been called in and he expects the
bridge should be repaired and reopened by
the end of November.
The accident occurred on October 6 and
reports suggest the vehicle may have been
left abandoned by the driver.
According to York Regional Police officer
Andy Pattenden, police located the 50-year
-old driver from Pefferlaw who has been
charged with careless driving.

Fatal motor vehicle
collision at Hwy. 48 Road
A 48 year-old woman from Sutton was
the victim of a fatal motor vehicle collision on Highway 48 at Ravenshoe Rd.
on Wednesday, November 6.
According to officers from the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) Aurora Detachment, Ms. Marie Wardell was traveling
southbound on Highway 48 in a Pontiac
Sunfire when she entered the left turn
lane to travel eastbound on Ravenshoe
Rd. A disposal truck travelling
northbound on Hwy. 48 entered the intersection and collided with the Sunfire.
Anyone who may have witnessed the
collision is being asked to contact the
investigating officer, Provincial constable Stratton at the OPP Aurora Detachment (905) 841-5777.
IN MEMORIUM
Dot Jones — Mar. 26, 1931-Oct. 30, 2012
It’s been a year now that my life changed
forever! On Oct. 30, 2012 my mother passed
away. How do you put down on paper or into
words what it is like to lose a mother? The
angel that brought you into the world, breast
fed you, cuddled you when you needed it,
spanked you when you needed it—you can’t.
Mom, not a day, an hour or a minute goes by I
don’t think of you. I am doing alright but it is
tough but you raised me tough. You will be in
my heart and thoughts for the rest of my life. I
will talk to you tonight like I do every night in
my prayers. Love forever Jeff.
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LSRCA board decision unprecedented
Continued from page 1.
being granted.
“The permit issued on July 31,
2013 achieves compliance and
resolves this violation. In accordance with our policy
and practices, the Authority
will not be pursuing charges in
this instance,” she said. However, the LSRCA will request
an additional fee for the retroactive permit.
Ms. Bath’s statement went on
to say that although the Authority has replaced Mayor Grossi
as its Chair, it has no power to
rescind his participation as a
Board member because his
appointment to the board is a
Region of York directive. As a
result, the Board resolved to
grant Mayor Grossi a leave of
absence from the Board without compensation until the Annual General Meeting on January 24, 2014.
In the vote recorded to censure
Mayor Grossi for “conduct
unbecoming”, 13 board members voted in favour of the
resolution with only Georgina
Ward 2 Councillor Phil Craig
opposing the motion.
In a letter written by Mayor
Grossi to Debbie Bath on October 31, 2013—the day before
the LSRCA Special Board
meeting—he explained that
“when the spring high water
events occurred”, he consulted
with LSRCA and contractors as
to how he could protect his
shoreline from erosion.
“My intent was never knowingly to compromise myself or

the Authority. I relied on what I
believed was sound advice,”
his letter states.
His letter went on to say that “it
would be irresponsible of me to
challenge any of the information that has been presented to
you at this time outside of the
court case that I am compelled
to respond to.”
Mayor Grossi appeared in court
at the Tannery Mall in Newmarket on October 25, 2013 for
disclosure regarding two MNR
charges: 1) unlawfully without
written consent depositing material on public lands; and 2)
Fill shore lands or cause shore
lands to be filled. The matter
was adjourned to November
29, 2013.
If convicted, each violation
comes with a maximum fine of
$10,000 plus up to $1,000 for
each day the offence continues.
Although Ms. Bath said the
LSRCA would not comment on
the MNR charges against
Mayor Grossi, she did say it
was a matter of serious concern
to LSRCA.
“Charges laid by another environmental agency against a
serving member of the LSRCA
Board of Directors is a serious
concern and a matter that the
Board of Directors felt was
imperative to review.”
The Chair of the LSRCA receives an annual $10,000 honourarium paid quarterly to
cover costs and expenses.
Mayor Grossi did not respond
to a request for an interview for
this story.

Oriented

E-mail: virginia.autocentre@rogers.com
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Not diversion at any cost
As costs to recycle and compost continue to rise, Dave
Gordon, York Region’s manager of Sustainable Waste
Management, told Georgina’s
council a new Waste Management Master Plan is shifting
focus toward another “R”—
reduction.
Termed SM4RT Living, the
plan will focus on shifting
minds, beliefs and values to
drive waste prevention and reuse. It will ultimately highlight
the need for lifestyle changes
and for more informed decisions
around the way consumers buy
materials and generate waste.
Mr. Gordon said for every one
per cent of material that was
diverted away from landfill in
2005 through recycling and
composting efforts, the cost
was $129,000.00. In 2012 that
figure rose to $430,000 for
every one per cent of waste that
was diverted. York Region has
reached a 57 per cent diversion

rate. “So it is not diversion at
any cost,” he said.
Instead, the region will “bend
the curve on waste generation”
by encouraging residents to be
more aware of opportunities to
change their wasteful habits.
He says between 10 and 20 per
cent of the food captured in the
Green Bin is wasted food
which not only drives up the
cost of the program, but adds to
the weight of the grocery bill
every month.
The Master Plan also takes a
look “upstream” with initiatives to advocate for greater
extended producer responsibility. These include discussions
around take-back programs,
addressing over packaging concerns and designing products
with environmental sustainability in mind.
The first of the Master Plan
initiatives are expected to be
delivered in the first quarter of
2014.
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New business plan for ROC predicts three
per cent growth annually to 2016
Town CAO Winanne Grant prefaced the
introduction of the new ROC business
plan to council on November 6 by addressing the absence of a financial section in the document.
“We are aware the meat and potatoes
numbers aren’t there but we wanted to
get the base document to you prior to the
beginning of the upcoming winter season
and the hard numbers will come as we
progress past the year-end,” Ms. Grant
said.
The ROC business plan presentation was
made by ROC Supervisor James Pugh
and he provided council with a look at
usage for the various amenities on the
property to-date during 2013. He told
council “next steps” would be to develop
a work plan for the facility and create
policies for the food and concession activities.
The business plan document identified
the involvement of fourth-year Ryerson
marketing students who will create a
marketing and promotion strategy for the
ROC going forward to 2016. The strat-

egy is expected to be in place by April
2014.
The document predicted an average annual growth rate of three per cent for the
following activities: challenge course
bookings (both private and pay-as-yougo); canteen sales; catering bookings;
facility rentals; and season pass sales.
Mr. Pugh said 420 season passes were
sold during the last winter season, which
exceeded expectations, and to-date, 42
have now been sold for this season.
Ward 1 Councillor Naiomi Davidson
asked staff to investigate opportunities
that would result in a more streamlined
registration process for the various program and amenities.
She and other members of council also
expressed a desire to increase awareness
for the ROC through advertising on town
-owned vehicles.
As the Town has hired a new communications manager, Mr. Marcus Cooper,
council deferred the business plan back
to staff to give Mr. Cooper an opportunity to review it before it gets adopted.

What property owners need to know about septic
tank inspections...
In keeping with the directives contained within the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, lakeshore
municipalities have implemented a septic tank inspection program to ensure septic systems
located within 100 metres of the Lake Simcoe shoreline are in proper working order. Here is
what you need to know to comply with mandatory inspection procedures...
1. Septic systems located within 100 metres of
Lake Simcoe must be inspected before
September 1, 2015.
2. The individuals/contractors on-site to conduct
the actual inspection of the system must be
BCIN certified and be able to produce their
licence on-site
3. The inspection cannot be completed unless
the septic tank has been pumped out and the
licensed contractor is on-site during this
operation
4. Any work required to meet the requirements of
an approved working septic system must be
carried out by a licensed contractor
5. Inspections conducted by uncertified individuals who are not Ministry-qualified contractors
will NOT be honoured by the municipality

HARDING EXCAVATIONS
◄BCIN Certified►
Our One-Stop Shop Septic Services
include:
 Pumping
 Maintenance
 Inspection
 Design and Installation
 Repairs

(905) 955-1425
Email: david503@sympatico.ca — 99 Fireside Lane, Pefferlaw, Ont.

PROVIDING QUALITY SEPTIC SERVICES FOR OVER 30 YEARS
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Tennyson Tidbits
their bottle drive on Oct. 27 and
in particular Jacqueline Kucharchuk at the bottle return.

 Life Insurance

Georgina’s Director/CEO of
Libraries Mary Baxter points
out some of the renovations
done at the Keswick Branch
during their Open House celebration on October 26.
Our sincere condolences are
extended to the friends and family of Ella Marcheldon (nee
Shepherd), 49, who passed
away on October 26 after a
lengthy battle with cancer. Ella
grew up in Pefferlaw and is
survived by her husband Joe
Marchedon, three children and
two step-children. There will be
a memorial service for Ella at
Cooke’s Cemetery in Pefferlaw
on November 16 at 2:00 p.m.
1st Pefferlaw Scouts want to
thank everyone who donated to

Kate McCormick (left) and
Beth Daw (right) from EDR
Physiotherapy present Debbie
Banfield with a cheque and
supplies as she leaves on a
medical mission to Cotachi,
Equador to volunteer and provide two weeks of primary
health care to residents there.
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York Simcoe will benefit from free trade
with Europe—Peter Van Loan

MP for York Simcoe, Peter
Van Loan described the highlights of his government’s successful free trade negotiations
with the European Union and
says it will open up new markets for Canadian businesses.
According to Mr. Van Loan,
the this new agreement is the
“biggest single development
for our economy since the Free
Trade Agreement with the
United States”.

He says the deal is expected to
deliver a $12 billion boost to
the Canadian economy and will
generate 80,000 new jobs.
“When the agreement is finally
entered into within 18 to 24
months, 98 per cent of tariffs
will be eliminated,” he said. He
also expects Canada will become an attractive economic
centre for investors who want
access to both the U.S. and
European markets.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Sutton Public School tree stewards

Students at Sutton Public
School on Baseline Road have
helped to plant 50 trees courtesy of funding provided by
local businesses and TD
Friends of the Environment.
Retired teacher Rob Lawrence
spear-headed the project designed to beautify the landscape
surrounding the school and
provide shade to students.
Each classroom has adopted a

tree and in cooperation with the
school’s EcoClub will be responsible for its maintenance.
A total of $14,000 was donated
to purchase native trees such as
sugar maples, hackberry, honey
locust, buroak, birch and white
spruce.
In addition to the trees, the
school now boasts an outside
classroom for environmental
instruction.
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1. Eustace Pharmasave brought the Health,
Wellness & Beauty Show to De La Salle on
Sat. Nov. 2.
2. Councillor Dave Szollosy draws the Shades
of Hope fundraiser winning ticket for a trip for
two to Hawaii as founder Gail Lenters looks
on.
3. Lorraine Hackenbrook, Liz McDonald and
Sharon Constable get together for a fun day at
the Pefferlaw Lioness Craft Show.
4. Halloween fun at Club 55 in Sutton.
5. Dave Matt is hard at work making pancakes
for the Legion’s Poppy Fund breakfast.
6. Scary was the name of the game for Nicole
Kerswill, Danika White and Alex Kerswill at
the Pioneer Village Fright Night on Oct. 26.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Art Gallery in Baldwin is hosting a
Christmas Gifts and Art Show and Sale
from Nov. 15 to Nov. 17.
Check out the Annual Sugar Plum Fair at
St. James Church on Sat. Nov. 16 10:00 am
to 2:00 pm.
Ho! Ho! Ho! Santa visits Keswick during
the Keswick Santa Claus parade on Sat.
Nov. 16 at 1:30 pm.
Get set for the Social Event of the Year! The
Pefferlaw Firefighters Association is hosting
a Firefighters’ Ball on Sat. Nov. 23 at 8:00
pm at the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre. Call (905) 960-3767 for tickets.
The Georgina Historical Society and the

Georgina Pioneer Village are hosting their
Annual Christmas Festival at the village on
Sat. Nov. 23 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. Then,
move over to the Civic Centre for the lighting
of their Christmas Display.
South Paw Trading Post invites you to their
4th Annual Paws for a Cause Christmas
Sale beginning Nov. 15 to Dec. 15. Special
guest appearance on Nov. 23.
The Sutton Legion is hosting a dart tournament in support of the Poppy Fund on Sat.
Nov. 23. Call (905) 722-3967 for details.
The Cedarvale Lodge Christmas Bazaar
will be held on Sat. Nov. 23 from 9:00 am to
1:00 pm.

The Keswick Public School is hosting their
Second Annual Winter Bazaar on Sat.
Nov. 30 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Don’t miss the Georgina Historical Society’s
Christmas Reading at the Briars on Dec. 1
at 7:30 pm featuring Phil Craig reading the
Shepherd.
Get set for the Sutton Parade of Lights on
Sat. Dec. 7 as it travels down Dalton Rd. to
the Fair grounds beginning at 5:00 pm.
IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU? CALL
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS. (705) 4371928 OR (705) 437-1307—Tues & Thurs
7:30 pm — Salvation Army Youth Centre—
20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across from NoFrills.

