November 10, 2012
Volume 8, Issue 21

Two pedestrian collisions on Queensway South in as many weeks
Still reeling from the death of 17 year-old
Dakota Kenny after he was hit by a truck
while attempting to cross The Queensway
South in Keswick recently, the community
must now deal with another pedestrian
collision.
On Monday, November 5 at approximately
6:15 a.m., a 27 year-old woman was transported to hospital with life-threatening
injuries after being struck by a motorist on
The Queensway S. at Biscayne Blvd. in
Keswick.
York Regional Police are investigating the
accident and are appealing to witnesses to
come forward.
According to York Regional Police, the
shorter daylight hours and inclement
weather requires more vigilant behaviour
on York Region roads by both pedestrians
and motorists. As a result, the police department and York Region have launched
a fall pedestrian and motorist campaign
called “I need to see more of you”.
“The campaign focuses on the need for
pedestrians to be more visible and drivers
to be more alert, especially with shorter
daylight hours, increasing inclement
weather and reduced driver visibility,” said
Ken Turriff, Corporate Communications
for the Regional Municipality of York.
The “I need to see more of you” program
is part of an ongoing wider campaign,
“Motorists and Pedestrians...Let’s work on
our Relationship” which emphasizes

Call Teresa at
(905) 722-3211 or you can
visit www.teresamillar.com

shared responsibility between motorists
and pedestrians to ensure the safety of all
road users.
York Regions has announced that it has
put a number of initiatives in place to help
increase road safety for pedestrians, including: a revised speed limit policy; additional Community Safety Zones; highvisibility zebra crosswalk markings at intersections; pedestrian countdown signals;
increased pedestrian crossing time at traffic signals; and audible signals for pedestrians with low vision.
As part of these efforts, York Region has
launched a 20-second video and contest to
help raise awareness of the importance of
pedestrians wearing reflective items or
clothing to make themselves more visible
to motorists,” Mr. Turriff said. “The time
change also means motorists should be
extra alert, practice non-distracted driving
and be more aware of pedestrians and cyclists.”
The Region of York owns The Queensway
South in Keswick and with the recent development of residential properties and
new businesses in the area, many residents
believe the posted speed limit of 60 and 70
km/h in some areas is too high.
Kathleen Llewellyn-Thomas, Commissioner of Transportation and Community
Planning for York Region, says her department is working closely with Georgina
staff as they prepare to produce a report

that will make traffic calming recommendations to Georgina council for a number
of regional and local roads in Georgina.
Recommendations from council would
then go to York Region for a response.
Ms. Llewellyn-Thomas says there are a
number of traffic calming measures that
are considered for regional arterial roads
such as The Queensway South and it is her
job to assess the safety tradeoffs each one
could present. But before any decision can
be made, data from York Regional Police
representing speed compliance on the road
and recommendations from Georgina
council will need to be reviewed.
The three pillars of traffic safety are engineering, education and enforcement,” she
says. Engineers design arterial roads with
streetscape elements which encourage motorists to obey speed limits, she says, and
education programs such as ‘I need to see
more of you’ are helpful in teaching both
pedestrians and motorists how to use the
road safely.
Ms. Llewellyn-Thomas said as the Region
of York continues to grow the need for
more traffic signals is reviewed on an ongoing basis.
“As a community becomes more populated
there will be a higher density of traffic
signals on arterial roads and this is one of
the things staff have asked us to look at,”
she said. “We are open to anything that
will really be the right solution.”

$169,900.00
That’s right! That‘s the price for
this 4 bedroom home with 2
bathrooms, lots of wood and
ceramic floors. Full basement,
front porch, huge back deck,
big backyard that backs onto
the river.
Better call me now to see!!!!
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

Sales Representative

Teresa Millar
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Letter to the Editor
With regard to the article
about Residential Assessment in Georgina quoting a
representative of MPAC and
Rebecca Mathewson from the
Town, as I read it, I find it misleading to say the least.
We all know that the Town
needs a certain amount of income to operate and to hopefully stay on budget.
And to say, that if the Town
does not need an increase in
income for 2013 to operate and
that property taxes will not go
up, even if the "assessment was
increased by per cent", and the
Town adjusts the mill rate in
that scenario, is at best hogwash.
And, what about in future
years? Once the assessment is
there, property taxes will apply
to that assessment value.
Another negative impact is that
the assessment is geared to
market value and the selling
price of a home in a given area.
The market values in the last
few years have been overinflated--influenced in part
by real estate conglomerates,
mostly through the Toronto
markets and spread out.
The real estate values can't sustain this increase too much
longer and as prices drop, residents are stuck with their property assessments. Mortgage
interest is still low (for now)
but when they go up, the combination of increasing property
taxes and mortgage payments
will result in foreclosures.
To think that Georgina does
not need an increase in revenue, between the white elephant the ROC, and our contribution to York Region of about
50 per cent of every property
tax dollar, is far-fetched. York
Region spends money like it
grows on trees and still wants
more. (There is the sewage
solution by York Region that
will soon spoil our Lake Simcoe.)

Back to market value—it is in
part also based on the 404
coming to Town. Sounds good,
but that will only create gridlock on the 404 which now
starts at Newmarket going
south, but will soon start at
Keswick, as all traffic will converge on the 404 at that point.
Intersections are made wider
and bigger, like Woodbine and
Ravenshoe, resulting in more
crashes like the one on the
Queensway at the south end
because there is no stoplight
and it is dangerous to cross.
The new construction of homes
at 0ld Homestead and Metro
Road, with the school next
door and the church north of
there, creates a gridlock posing
a danger that won't be funny.
Like Karen Wolfe, Editor of
the Post writes, change is necessary, and badly, before it is
too late.
Joe Vanderloo
Keswick
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Cyber bullying is real and it’s here
Editor’s Note: A young reader
came upon the following Facebook thread (Fig. 1) and passed
it along to me. In light of
Amanda Todd’s tragic death
and the fact that Anti-Bullying
Awareness Week is soon upon
us, this reader wrote: “It is a
prime example of cyber-bullying
and it is in the school. I believe
this would be great for someone
like you to write about—this is
in the community...”
The identities of the victim, the
bully and my reader were not
revealed for this story.

According to a young Pefferlaw
Post reader, the problem is wide
-spread in Georgina high
schools and few authority figures know how to deal with it or
are prepared to deal with it.
“Cyber-bullies know that nothing will happen to them so they
are not worried,” the reader
said. “Teachers don’t know how
to deal with it and parents are
not social-media literate because
it is an experience they didn’t
have as a teen. It is almost like
kids have to figure cyberbullying out for themselves.”

Fig. 1
According to North American
statistics, 39 per cent of teens
who use social media have been
victims of cyber-bullying. The
impact on the victim can run the
gamut of emotional distress—
everything from anger, depression to even suicide. It is a serious problem which parents, law
enforcement, schools and legislators are grappling with and
most believe education and raising awareness is the best defense against cyber-bullying
behaviour.

Most school boards have a zerotolerance policy for bullying and
use the progressive discipline
model to apply appropriate consequences. But their ability to
combat cyber-bullying is more
difficult due to the student’s
ability to access social media
through the use of smart phones,
personal laptops and off-school
computers.
According to Sutton High
School principal Brian
Schouten, the issue of cyberContinued on page 11...
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Georgina’s Watershed heroes

 Life Insurance

Of the 30
2012 Conservation
Awards presented by the
Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority
(LSRCA) on
November 1,
11 of them
went to Georgina individu- (Left to Right) East Gwillimbury Mayor Virginia
Hackson, George R. Richardson Conservation
als and orAward of Honour recipient John Sibbald, Durham
ganizations.
Regional Councillor and LSRCA Vice Chair Bobbie
Key among
Drew and Town of Georgina and LSRCA member,
those recognized for their Mayor Rob Grossi celebrate Mr. Sibbald’s lifetime
achievement and leadership in environmental advoleadership
cacy and policy development.
role in environmental and conservation
Keswick Creeks, Our Lady of
practices was John Sibbald,
the Lake Catholic College
President and CEO of the
School, Pine Beach Land
Briar’s Resort. Mr. Sibbald was Owner’s Association, the Elmawarded the George R. Richard- hurst Beach Association and
son Conservation Award of
Irene and Gene Grabowski. The
Honour for “a lifetime of pasWater Conservation Awards
sion and energy poured into the were presented to those who
pursuit of environmental busicompleted a project that imness practices, local habitat en- proves water quality and wildhancement, provincial, national life in the Lake Simcoe waterand international leadership in
shed. Three Education Awards
environmental advocacy and
were presented, one each to The
policy development.”
Ladies of the Lake, The AlliThe Conservation Award of
ance for a Better Georgina and
Merit went to Catherine and
The Committee to Establish an
Jeffrey Webb of Georgina for
Ontario Water Centre. These
their donation of 41 acres of
groups are all based in Georgina
provincially significant wetland and were recognized for the
that is part of the Holland Marsh SPLASH! Floating Water FestiWetland Complex.
val — a multi-media celebration
Water Conservation Awards
of and education on Lake Simwere presented to ReWilding
coe.

Town of Georgina debt-free
The Town of Georgina is debtfree—at least they no longer
have any tax levy supported
debt after making the final
$683,000 installment on a $5.3
million debenture to cover 2003
costs at the Georgina Ice Palace.
The only other debt owed by the
Town is a water and sewer bill
that is collected from the property owner and not tax payers.
Rebecca Mathewson, Treasurer
for the Town of Georgina, says
their debt-free status together
with projected reserves at the
end of 2012 of $23.5 million
puts the Town in a very favourable position going forward.
“There are several large investments that the town will want to
make going forward,” Ms.
Mathewson said. “In particular,
another multi-use centre, which
will likely go in the Keswick
area. There have also been very
preliminary discussions about
the need for some changes
(whether a rebuild or add-on or
reconstruction) to the civic cen-

tre administration areas as we
grow,” Ms. Mathewson said.
She predicts as the population
of the town grows there will be
several investments that will
needed within the next 20 years
and as a result, long-term planning is at the forefront of the
Town’s activities.
“Right now, one of the things
the administration here is doing
is some visioning exercises and
making sure we have the policies and strategies in place to
get us there. We are putting
together for council a formal
long-term debt strategy and
reserve strategy.”
She says the accumulated value
of the corporation, which includes all assets, is approximately $361.3 million.
“We are certainly positioned
very well and without having a
debt load to carry we can look
toward some long-term visioning. It gives us greater flexibility in our financial options,” she
said.
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A damp and windy Halloween night did not
present a problem for these Trick or Treaters.

Five month old Hunter Pandolfi from Keswick takes a very serious look at a carved
pumpkin during the children’s Halloween
party held at the Port Bolster Hall.

Chris Benson delivers a capt
Allen Poe’s narrative poem
een Poetry evening held at th
Pefferlaw.

tivating rendition of Edgar
“The Raven” at a Hallowhe Belvedere Cookhouse in
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JK and SK students at Morning Glory Public School proudly
display the non-perishable food items collected by the school
during a food drive for the Georgina Food Pantry.
Ann Wilkinson
(left) and GAC
curator Chantal
Barber (right)
check out a new
calendar sporting
art images produced by GAC art
students during a
summer camp.
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Tennyson Tidbits

Congratulations to the owners
of Fellini Fine Wines and
Fitz Craft in Sutton as they
move into their new digs in
the TD Bank plaza on Dalton
Rd. Fellini Fine Wines has
relocated from the plaza in
Jackson’s Point and Fitz
Craft, a crafting and wool
supplier, has moved to Sutton
from a former location on The
Queensway in uptown Keswick.

It looks like High Street in
Sutton is undergoing a few
changes. I hear that Cori’s
Soups is expanding into the 3
Sisters shop. 3 Sisters will
close at the end of December.
Cori takes over the space January 1 and will convert it into
an eat-in café. And, Black
River Coffee has re-opened as
Elaine’s Black River Coffee
with Elaine Coates and Anne
Pegg at the helm of that café.
Also, Lynne Lemieux of Alliance Interiors Design is moving her shop into a home office
at the end of the month. Lynne
tells me her space on High
Street will offer physiotherapy
and massage services.

Patients of the Pefferlaw Dental Centre and the Manor
Dental in Sutton can bring a
non-perishable food item into
those offices and be eligible
for a draw to win a $165 Sonic
Care toothbrush . The proceeds
will be donated to the GeorCongratulations to Dan and
Fran Wheeler who celebrated gina Food Pantry and the food
their 45th wedding anniversary drive runs from November 1
to December. 1.
on November 4. Cheers you
two!
There will be a celebration of
York Regional Police and the life for Dot Jones at the Sutton
Legion on Sunday, November
Georgina Fire Department
18 at 1:00 pm. Dot, a longreport that Mac’s Milk and
time resident of Pefferlaw,
Coffee Time on Hwy. 48 in
passed away on Tuesday, OcVirginia were evacuated on
tober 30. We extend our sinNovember 6 when they responded to a hazardous materi- cere condolences to her three
als call. The gas to the building children, Debbie, Jeff and
was shut off when high levels Dawn and their families and to
of carbon monoxide were de- Dot’s many friends.
tected.

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu
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ROC financial update
As of October 26, Funding Sources
Expenses
total expenditures
To Oct. 26, 2012
for the Recreational Outdoor
Tax Levy & Tax
Complex (ROC)
Levy supported
including both
$3,022,549
operating and capi- Reserves
tal expenses total
Federal and
$17,341,183.00
$9,472,916
Provincial Grants
(capital expenses
of $16,697,769
and operating ex- Development
$4,736,460
Charges
penses of
$643,414.00).
Revenues gener$ 109,258
Revenues
ated so far total
$109,258.00.
According to Ms.
Rebecca Mathewson, Treasurer and provincial grants and $4.7
for the Town of Georgina, four coming from development
funding sources are being used charges.
to finance the project: tax levy To date, the project has cost
and tax levy supported reserves, municipal tax payers $3 million—capital and operating
federal and provincial grants
expenses that are being serviced
and development charges.
from the tax levy, tax levyThe initial budget to build the
project was to be $14.2 million supported reserves and revewith $9.4 coming from federal nues.
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Smart phones, laptops make cyber-bullying difficult to stop
bullying is a community issue and all partners need to be involved when it comes to
raising awareness around the issue. He also
says his school deals with cyber-bullying
reports on the average of about once every
two weeks.
“We take a look at every report that comes
to us and we speak with all of the parties
that are involved,” he says, adding, once a
report has been verified, the school has a
number of options to consider ranging from
counselling, detention, removal of privileges, suspension to expulsion.
“We do everything we can possibly do for
every report,” he says. Once a report has
been dealt with “we don’t see many reoffenders.”
A York Regional police spokesperson said
cyber-bullying can range from abusive, harassing messages to the doctoring of material
or photos which are then posted on the internet.
“Children and teens have taken bullying out
of the playground and onto the internet,” he
says.
Phil Moreau, a York Regional Police officer
on the York Region Bullying Prevention
Program says the Amanda Todd tragedy in
B.C. has brought the issue to the forefront
and his department is receiving more reports

than usual.
“We take these reports very seriously and
judge them on their own merit,” he says.
And, although bullying is not in the criminal
code, he says harassment, threatening and
assault are and if the cyber-bullying incident
contains evidence of either of these crimes,
the person responsible can be charged.
York Regional Police (YRP) have education
officers on-site at the schools together with
school resource officers who work with the
schools and students to open better communication between students and the police.
Workshops and seminars are organized by
these officers at the
schools to educate
students, parents and
teachers on the risks
of and tips to prevent
bullying and cyberbullying.
“Teens must be empowered to take control of their own
safety and they must
understand the importance of doing so,”
YRP says.
Officer Moreau says
parents need to be

con’t from page 3

aware of their teen’s use of the computer
and look for signs that might indicate they
have been cyber-bullied. These may include: a change in behaviour; a change in
attitude, dress or habits; spends long hours
on the computer, closes windows on a computer when parents approach; is secretive
about internet activities; fear leaving the
house or cries for not reason. And, if teens
are being cyber-bullied, they need to inform
an authority figure immediately.
“We never want to see a youth out there by
him or herself,” Officer Moreau said.

12

Coming Events & Announcements
Join the Pefferlaw Lions and the community for a Remembrance Day service at
3:00 pm at the Lions Hall on Nov. 11.

IN MEMORIUM
Dot Jones—Mar. 26, 1931—Nov. 18, 2012

17. 34 Market St. Sutton.
St. James Church presents its Annual
Sugar Plum Fair at De La Salle Chapel/
Hall on Saturday, Nov. 17 from 10:00 am
to 2:00 pm. Admission: Food Bank item.

The Georgina Brock Garden Club will
meet on Nov. 12 at Wilfrid Hall at 7:30
pm. Festivities include photo competition,
Barney’s Restaurant in Beaverton is
craft fair and discussion.
hosting a Loonie Auction and dinner to
The South Lake Simcoe Naturalists will raise money to help families in need at
Christmas time. The event will be held at
explore Hurricanes on Tues. Nov. 13 at
7:30 pm at the YRP District 3 police sta- the Kirkfield Lions Hall on Sat. Nov. 24.
Dinner at 6:00 and auction to follow.
tion on Baseline Rd.
From Nov. 15 to Dec. 15, South Paw
Trading Post will sponsor their 3rd Annual Paws for a Cause event to benefit
Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge. Purchase a $2 paw and enter to win an original painting.

Calling all jazz musicians to Christ
Church in Roches Point on Sun. Nov. 25
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm for a Jazz Jam.
The Ladies Auxiliary for the Sutton
Legion will host their Christmas Bazaar
on Dec. 1 from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm.
The kitchen will be open.

At 11:59 pm on August 7, 1956 I opened
my eyes and imagined a beautiful
woman was looking at me. She told me
later although I was the most pain she
had ever felt, I was worth it. On November 18, my Mom and dear friend left me.
I will miss her but I guess God needs her
more. I can’t be selfish, I have to share
her. Mom, you will always be in my
heart and dreams. I hope you have fun
up in heaven playing cards with your
family and friends. Bye Mom, from your
favourite and only son. Love you Mom
forever and ever. Jeff.

Classified Ads

Shoberry’s Annual Craft Fair takes
place at the Sutton Kin Hall on Sat. Dec. 1
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Please join Pet & Wildlife Artist,
Lisa Charlton at South Paw Trading
Post, Sun. Nov. 25 from 10:00 am to
4:00 pm during their Annual
Paws for a Cause.

Georgina Public Libraries invite familes
to come out to the Annual Holiday Magic
Event at the Pefferlaw Branch on Sun.
Knox United Church is hosting their
Dec. 2 at 1:00 pm. Tree Decorating, reChristmas Bake and Craft sale with a silent auction from 1:00 to 4:00 pm on Nov. freshments, music and Santa.

WANT YOUR HOUSE CLEANED FOR
CHRISTMAS?
Call Mabel at (905) 806-1502. I do
what others don’t. Excellent and
reliable. Gift certificates available.

Volunteers wanting to help out at The
Pefferlaw Ice Pad this season are invited
by the Committee to attend an information
session on Sat. Nov. 17 at 10:00 am at the
Ice Pad. Remember, it is the commitment
from the community volunteers that keep
this facility fee-free!

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

