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Residents all fired up over ‘peaker’ plant
Less than a month after residents became
aware that Georgina was a potential site
for a 350 mega-watt single-cycle, gas-fired
‘peaker plant’, the wheels of dissension
began to hum, resulting in fierce opposition to the idea.
Mega-WHAT?, a home-grown lobby
group that quickly set up a web-site,
hosted a town hall meeting in Belhaven,
made a presentation to council and delivered a no-nonsense message to power authorities at a town hall meeting in Sutton,
are determined to get a 200-acre site on
McCowan Rd. north of Ravenshoe Rd. off
the list of potential sites.
“We are not going to go away,” MegaWHAT founder Debbie Gordon told a representative of the Ontario Power Authority
(OPA) at the Sutton meeting on Tuesday,
April 29. “We are like a dog with a bone
up here.”
Ms. Gordon and Mega-WHAT supporters
are opposing Georgina being identified as
one of six potential York Region sites for
the $250 million gas-fired electricity plant
that the OPA says is necessary to meet the
needs of a growing population in northern
York Region.
According to Ms. Gordon, the plant has no
business being located in an environmentally-sensitive area and she distrusts the
OPA claim that it will only run 10 per cent

of the time to meet demand during peak
times in the summer.
“You and I both know that we are selling
energy to the States and they aren’t building a 350 mega-watt plant to run 10 per
cent of the time,” she said.
Ms. Gordon told the audience in Sutton
that she was “offended” because Georgina

“We are not going to go away. We
are like a dog with a bone here.”
Debbie Gordon
was not included in a working group that
ultimately decided a ‘peaker plant’ was the
best solution to meet growing electrical
demands. And she applauded council’s
decision to ask the OPA to return to the
drawing board and include Georgina in the
discussions.
Town council passed two motions at the
April 26 council meeting. The first motion
states that Georgina will advise the OPA
that it does not intend to accept the current
proposal for a gas-fired peaker plant. The
second motion requests that the Minister of
Energy reconstitute the working group to
determine needs and options.
There are a number of contentious issues
with the peaker plant the residents of Geor-

When thinking of Buying or Selling choose...

gina are challenging and efficiency and
emissions are at the top of the list.
According to Jack Gibbons from Clean Air
Ontario, a single-cycle gas-fired peaker
plant operates between 36 and 40 per cent
efficiency which means 60 per of the natural gas used to operate the plant is wasted.
“It is illegal for you to buy a residential gas
furnace that operates at less than 80 per
cent efficiency,” said Mr. Gibbons. “So
why can they build one that is only 36 per
cent efficient?”
During the Sutton meeting, Joanne Butler
from the OPA defended the decision to
build the 350 mega-watt peaker plant by
insisting the northern York Region area is
at risk of power outages because the transmission line serving the area is at peak
capacity and cannot meet the demand of a
growing population.
“There is only one single transmission link
in this region and any interruption could
have serious and widespread impacts,” she
said. “This area is stranded electrically and
if anything happens to that line you would
not have any power.”
Ms. Butler went on to explain that the
working group evaluated other options
such as transmission lines, a combined
cycle peaker plant that would operate 45
per cent of the time and a combined heat
Continued on page 3...
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

There is enough blame to go around

they have been dealt with in an
open and responsible manner,
with council making the final
decisions. While I am
“disappointed” with the current
progress of, and issues that
Regarding the mayors comhave been encountered during
ments regarding the hill prothe project I am NOT disapject, that he is “disappointed
with staff” and “there are peo- pointed with the staff and their
ple who take responsibility for efforts. Council has made dethe execution of that responsi- cisions based on the best information that staff had at the
bility”. The comments seem
to lay full responsibility for the time. Do I wish that the project
was progressing more
problems of the hill project
smoothly? Of course. Do I
solely on staff. As a member
think staff are responsible for
of council I feel compelled to
the problems encountered?
respond. The hill project has
been endorsed by council and Certainly not. Ultimately council bears the responsibility for
staff have been working tothe project and to imply that
wards its final completion.
staff is “responsible” is unfair.
Staff have written many reports on the hill project and
have been very diligent in covering the many potential conMargaret Jordan
cerns and issues associated
Ward 1
with it. As issues have arisen

I received a lot of feedback on
the second installment of my
Rob Grossi “fireside chat” with
particular reference to the
mayor’s “disappointment” over
the troubles the town has encountered with the “hill”.
Well, for my money, there is
enough blame to go around
here.
Given the fact that 75 per cent
of every tax dollar we spend
goes toward paying the salaries
of staff at the town offices, my
expectation is the staff need to
give us value for money.
And for council’s part in this,
they should have been asking
the tough questions—and staff
should have been providing the
answers.
As far back as 2006, when the
ink was still wet on the drawing board, I can remember residents wondering out loud
‘what is going to happen to
that hill when the frozen material they used to build it, starts
to thaw?’.
And as far back as 2007, a

Karen, I would like to respond
to the recent article and chat
with Mayor Grossi published
in the Pefferlaw Post.

reader copied me on a number
of emails that went to town
staff asking about the environmental impacts of fill that was
transported from a site that was
under construction for town
sewers.
The following question was
asked in a January 2007 email:
“The big question still to be
answered—is the site environmentally sound?” And another
question in a February 2007
email: “Was all the fill that
ended up at the Tube Park
from all sources, including
outside of Georgina, checked
for any possible contamination?”
Geezse, if you have residents
asking those vital questions,
why weren’t these questions
asked and answered by both
council and staff before we
ended up with a very expensive
pile of mud that is leaching
contaminants into our storm
sewers and ground water?
Yuk, what a mess!
Karen Wolfe, Editor.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Re: Gas-fired power plant
Dear Editor:
As far as I'm concerned, 'WE
DON'T NEED IT".
If we would just quit being so
selfish and spoiled, thinking that
it is our right to refrigerate our
massive homes in summer, have
unlimited hot water to
wash items that we may have
worn or used once, run dishwashers instead of filling a sink
with water, etc. etc. there would
be enough supply to meet the
demand without building a
'peaker' facility.
I think that we have to realize
that we can't just fuss and cry
NIMBY; nobody wants to live
near such a plant and nobody
should have to.
Some tough love is in order as
far as I'm concerned. We should
use only what's available, cut
back on non-essentials and be
responsible human beings.
Sincerely,
Helga Kostiak, Port Bolster
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Proposed peaker plant
and power plant that would operate 80 per cent of the time.
While the latter two options are
more energy efficient, she said
the simple cycle plant offers
Ontario ratepayers the highest
value with the smallest environmental footprint.
“This was not the OPA, nor the
old Ontario Hydro nor the government mandating that is what
we are going to have to do,” she
said. “This was done over the
long haul with a very key group
of individuals and stakeholders
who decided that peaker generation was by far the best solution.”
To date, five York Region sites
and five energy plant developers
have qualified to bid on the project. Pristine Power is the proponent that has the option on a
200-acre farm on McCowan
Road in Georgina and they are
proceeding to submit a bid to
the OPA. OPA expects the bids,
which will outline the design
and location of the plant, to be
ready by the fall and a decision
on which proponent wins the
contract will be made by the end
of the year.
When challenged by Ms.
Gordon to reveal the other potential sites, Ms. Butler responded by saying she did not
have that information.
“I want to know why I knew
that Pristine Power wanted to
build a peaker plant in my municipality and those poor people
in Whitchurch-Stouffville and
East Gwillimbury and all others
to this date still don’t know that
it could be going right beside
them,” Ms. Gordon said. “You
have not released the sites and
you are being secretive and deceitful and that offends me
greatly,” she said.
According to many residents
who took to the microphones at
all three meetings, the OPA and
the Ministry of Energy should
be focusing more on conservation options and alternative energy sources such as solar
power and wind power. Mr.
Gibbons echoed that sentiment
by stating that the OPA, the

Continued from page 1.

authority charged with giving
Ontario residents the best electrical bang for their buck, has
contracts for $16 billion to deal
with supply and only $115 million on conservation methods.
“Your agency does not take
conservation seriously,” Mr.
Gibbons said. “For every dollar
they spend on conservation,
they spend $140 on supply.”
Many residents also questioned
why the working group dismissed serving the area with an
additional transmission line and
Mayor Grossi asked if that option would meet expected
growth demands.
“Yes,” said Ms. Butler, however, “it was ruled out unequivocally by the working
group.”
According to Mr. Gibbons who
was on the working group, the
group dismissed the construction of new transmission lines
due to concerns over electrical
magnetic fields and because
they were “ugly”.
Jeff Myers, the president and
CEO of Pristine Power Inc., the
company prepared to bid on the
Georgina peaker plant project,
said council’s decision to reject
the current proposal and ask that
the working group be reconstituted was an informed
decision.
“I think is was a very informed
decision,” Mr. Myers said. “I
think, based on attending the
council meeting and talking to
people locally, that they don’t
feel they have enough information. I think they feel that they
haven’t been consulted with
enough and I think that needs to
happen. What they’ve said is
don’t throw out all power development, don’t throw out all
power developers, but get more
information.”
When asked by the Pefferlaw
Post if he had ever experienced
a situation whereby the OPA
went back to reconsider a commitment they had made, he responded by saying, “The OPA
in my experience has been
pretty committed to the original
concept.”
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Professor Popsicle films hypothermia documentary in Jackson’s Point
in a Coast Guard vessel where they were
Members of Georgina’s
transported to a warming tent that was
Fire Department volunequipped with medical monitoring equipteered to be part of a comment and medical personnel.
bined first-responder eduThe production of the Cold Water Boot
cational and training exerCamp documentary was operationally supcise during the filming of a
ported by a number of emergency first
documentary that will be
response teams including York Regional
used to reverse the comPolice officers, OPP officers—several of
monly held theory that
whom are with the Search and Rescue
hypothermia kills people
Dive team, the Canadian Coast Guard,
within minutes of being
York EMS, Rescue 7 and the Georgina
immersed in cold water.
Fire Department.
Professor Gordon Gies“You don’t miss an opportunity like this,”
brecht, also known as Prosaid Sgt. Karen Harrington of the OPP. “It
fessor Popsicle because of Members of Georgina’s Fire Department carry a Cold
his extensive studies of the Water Boot Camp camper from a Canadian Coast Guard is a phenomenal opportunity for all of us to
learn and witness this in a controlled envihuman body in cold water vessel after she spent seven minutes in 5 degree Celsius
water temperatures. The exercise was part of a docuronment. We are here to learn so we can
conditions, conducted a
educate,” she said.
Cold Water Boot Camp in mentary that was filmed in Jackson’s Point to illustrate
The documentary will be used as an educaJackson’s Point on April 26 how best to survive in frigid waters.
tion and training vehicle which is also exwhere the reactions of nine
One of the main messages in the documen- pected to air on the Discovery Channel
“campers” were filmed as they plunged
tary is the role of a life jacket when some- later this year.
into the frigid waters of Lake Simcoe.
The documentary, produced by Play Safe one finds themselves immersed
in frigid water.
Productions in Keswick, will be used to
“If you are not wearing a life
educate the public and first-responder
emergency services personnel on cold wa- jacket, the reality is you will die
quickly, but from drowning,”
ter survival.
“Hypothermia has been misunderstood for Mr. Rankine said, adding, that
the life jacket will keep your
years and has been the catch-all word for
airway clear so you will have
people who die in cold water,” said Play
the opportunity to go through
Safe producer Ted Rankine.
According to Mr. Rankine, Professor Gies- the 1-10-1 stages which could
brecht has developed a “1-10-1” theory on give you enough time to be
rescued.
hypothermia that helps to dislodge the
myth that it can kill a cold water swimmer Each of the “campers” was
lowered from the York Rewithin minutes.
gional Police boat into five de“It takes one minute after a cold water
shock to get your breathing under control, gree Celsius water with an
The first “camper” Gineete Traversy from Quebec
OPP safety swimmer nearby.
ten minutes of meaningful muscular conrecovers in the warming tent after spending seven minOnce the “campers” indicated
trol before you are incapacitated and one
utes in the frigid waters of Lake Simcoe. A camera
hour is the time you have for rescue before they could no longer continue,
man from Play Safe Productions in Keswick films her
they were rushed back to shore
hypothermia sets in,” Mr. Rankine said.
recovery for the documentary.
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Pefferlaw youth second in York poetry contest
I see the world through different
Stuart Sokolow, 10, received a
eyes,
$50 gift certificate to Casey’s
Restaurant in Port Bolster when I sometimes have trouble with the
world going by.
his poem on Autism received
Some people think I’m strange and
second prize in a York Region
uncool,
poetry contest sponsored by
But maybe it’s because I follow
Community Living Newmardifferent rules.
ket/Aurora District.
Who’s to say that their way is
The contest was part of the Asright,
If people took the time to undersociate Family Program, a fosstand how I feel,
ter family model that assists
individuals with developmental They might be surprised how my
ideas take flight.
disabilities by offering support
So next time you come across
to their biological family.
someone like me.
Stuart is a student at MGPS
And you tease and are mean as
and here is his winning poem:
children can be.

Autism
Imagine how you would feel if you
I have autism and if you don’t
were me,
know,
And how great it could be with a
Into Something special I will grow.
friend like me.

What do you think it could be?

We’re having a bit of fun with this photo! Neil Kinnear from
Photographs by Kinnear and Chung sent in this digitally
altered view of the “Grossi Knoll”. If you have an idea that
could turn the hill into an international tourist attraction
(photos not necessary but welcomed), send it to me and I’ll pick
the best one and send you a set of my new Pefferlaw Post travel
cutlery. Great for fishing and camping. BTW, the winner of the
“Can you Spot the Difference” contest in the April 10 issue was
Barb Geniole from Keswick.
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Walleye transferred above dam

Ross McArthur releases one of the six walleye the Pefferlaw
River Anglers Association transferred from the lower Pefferlaw
River to spawning habitat above the dam.
In collaboration with the Ministry of Natural Resources
(MNR), Aurora Division,
members of the Pefferlaw
River Anglers Association participated in a walleye spawning
project that saw six walleye
being released into spawning
habitat above the Pefferlaw
dam on April 19.
According to Wil Wegman of
MNR, the purpose of the walleye transfer was to allow some
of the walleye from Lake Simcoe that move up the Pefferlaw
River to spawn in the spring, an
opportunity to swim past the
dam in Pefferlaw in order to
reach additional suitable
spawning habitat upstream.
Pefferlaw River Anglers Association club president Brian
Guildford said members caught
two female and four male walleye (often incorrectly called
pickerel) downstream and released them above the dam.
The largest fish transferred was
34 inches long, he said.
“There is no fish ladder at the
dam because then the goby in
the river would be able to get
into the river above the dam,”
he said.
The group caught dozens of
walleye during the project but

Mr. Wegman said only male
and female fish that were fully
ripe were moved above the
dam.
“The rest were released at the
location they were caught
downstream,” he said.
All walleye moved above the
dam were fitted with a uniquely
numbered tag. The tag has the
Aurora District telephone number on it as well and anglers
catching one are asked to call it
into the MNR office there.
“Here we can cross reference
that fish with the information
we collected on it during the
sampling process,” Mr. Wegman said. “With more tagging
in subsequent years, we will
also be able to determine if the
same walleye are returning to
the Pefferlaw River to spawn.
“We are asking that any anglers
who do catch a tagged fish,
quickly take down the phone
number and tag number, measure the length of the fish then
carefully live release it into the
lake or river. By releasing the
fish, that individual angler is
making a significant contribution back to the resource and to
the CFWIP project undertaken
by the Pefferlaw River Anglers
Association,” he said.
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Pefferlaw River Canoe Run
The Annual
Pefferlaw
River Canoe
Run sponsored by the
Udora/
Leaskdale
Lions Club
attracted 42
canoes and
95 canoe
enthusiasts
who raised (Front to Back) Landing at the Pefferlaw dam
in excess of after their 14 km paddle down the Pefferlaw
$1,000 for River from Udora are Ryan Gadsden from Pefferlaw, Aleks Jogi and Mikk Jogi from Udora.
the Uxbridge CotFort. Draw prize winners for
tage Hospital.
Organizer Jacquie Brown said the event included the
LaLonde family (first prize—a
the 14 km run from Udora to
the Pefferlaw dam was accom- cruise); Janice Coppin and
plished by Ed Winacott in one Anne Black (second prize—
fishing charter); Carole
hour and 20 minutes. He received a $25 gift certificate for Mitchell (third prize—hair
salon certificate and John BerMarks Work Wearhouse and
Craig Morrison, a 22-year vet- weir ($25 gift certificate for
eran of the run, received a car Marks Work Wearhouse).
detailing certificate from Brant .
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A Pefferlaw Post “Fireside Chat”
Q. (PP) As a community, what do you
think is our biggest challenge and how
do we go about overcoming it?
A. (RG) The word that I have used over the
past couple of months has been ‘balance’.
And I think probably when you look at that
word and where we are going, whether it is
a green agenda respecting our environment
or respecting natural heritage, respecting
the history, and on the other side of the
fence looking at growth, the extension of
highways, business development, residential development, somehow we have to
make sure that the blue print that is laid out
through the official plans, through secondary plans and every means of consultation
give us a balance that respects all of those
things that are important to anyone in a
community, especially our community.
And I think quite frankly, if you look at it
and if people spend the time to look at the
amount of time that we spend on those
kinds of discussions, they will see our staff
has done a pretty good job. Woodbine
Ave. was never crossed for servicing in the
last 20 years. That would have caused uncontrollable residential development that

would have been disastrous for this community.
Making sure that we had some constraint
as far as growth was concerned means now
opening it for business development makes
perfect sense. And the plans that we are
putting in place today are plans that will be
there for the next hundred years so we better get them right. So balance, but the other
key word in that is partnership.
Q. (PP) What do you look forward to
coming to work everyday?
A. (RG) I love my job. It is a challenge.
Everyday there is something new. This
community has had its challenges and if
there is one thing I’ve tried to do on a daily
basis, it is represent it professionally and
make sure that no matter who you are or
what you had to say that at least you had
the opportunity to be heard. So, I love my
job and I love being able to represent this
community.
The only thing that concerns me about my
job is when people take it beyond the
realm of me and my job. My family is my
family and stay away from my family. And

people unfortunately,
over the course of time,
have crossed that line
and that is the only thing
that really upsets me.
But I love what I do because every day is a
challenge.

I got together wit
recently for a “
asked him a fe
issues and his jo
installment and
remainder of ou
next issue...

Q. (PP) What do you
think is the greatest
misconception people have about you?

A. (RG) My daughters would tell you that it
is that we live in a mansion and have
maids and waiters because all of their
friends think that. But probably the greatest misconception about me is people
judge me and they don’t know me.
They haven’t taken the time to assess who
I really am. What I mean is, I have great
respect for this position and I take things to
heart too much. I listen to everybody and I
probably shouldn’t. I listen and I take it to
heart because I am always very concerned
about how I can take whatever your concern is and deal with it effectively and
sometimes, your wants and your needs are
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” with Mayor Rob Grossi (Part 3)
out of the realm of
what my capacity
is. So probably it is
that people think I
don’t take the time
to listen to them
but if they talked to
the people around
me they would
understand. It’s
getting up at two
o’clock in the night because you can’t
sleep and that has a lot to do with the seriousness that you take the position you have
and I do that too regularly.

th Mayor Rob Grossi
“fireside” chat and
w questions about
ob. Here is the third
d I will present the
ur discussion in the
.so stay tuned?

Q. (PP) What would you consider is your
greatest achievement as mayor?
A. (RG) I am the longest serving mayor in
the history of the town. This is my eleventh year. There is nothing I can classify as
my biggest achievement.
You know what…are they going to erect a
statue to me at the top of the hill…no. My
biggest achievement…I never really
thought about it.
If there is one achievement that I think I
could probably claim, it is that I’ve taken
Georgina to a level of respectability that
perhaps it hadn’t achieved in the past inside and outside of this community.
When I say that, I mean I have taken an
active interest as far as the hospital board,
as far as the conservation authority, as far
as York Region and the other committees I
have been on, as far as the Greater Toronto
marketing alliance, as far as the Greater
Toronto mayors which I have hosted. So
there is a level of respect that I think I have
attained on behalf of the community within
the peers that I deal with and I think that is
an accomplishment for a community which

frankly, had not achieved that level of
credibility in the past.
Individually, as far as things inside the
community, I think the step we took in
1995 as far as waste management is concerned. I don’t think we ever got the recognition that we should have gotten and I
think in 2000 when the council decided to
go backwards, because we used to have a
tag on every bag, I think that was a mistake.
I think the whole idea that we took the
waste management issue and we dealt with
it far ahead of everyone else, because we
were told by everyone if there was one
place it wouldn’t work, it was here. Because we were too rural, we didn’t have
the expertise, we didn’t have the lines of
communication that were available in other
areas, it just wouldn’t work. And we were
going to find that every ditch from here to
kingdom come was going to be filled with
garbage and at the end of the day, it
worked.
It worked for a couple of reasons and one
of the biggest reasons was because we did
what every community needs to do…we
went to the kids and they were the driving
force as far as waste management and they
still are and that is why I say we went a
little bit backwards.
I wish there were some other ways that we
could partner with the province or somebody else to incorporate new programs and
new ideas. I would love to see windmills
on the shore of Lake Simcoe providing
power to the grid. I would love to see Sibbald Point Park developed as a water resource centre for all of Ontario. The outfall
of Walkerton was that we have to respect
the water resources within our province.
What better place within earshot of
Queen’s Park than Sibbald’s Point Park

and having a water resource centre or
something that is a provincial initiative
within this community?
There are a lot of things that other levels of
government can do and when I started this
conversation with you, I said that and I’m
not going to rat on them in any way, shape
or form, but we are ready. We’ve done our
homework. We’ve put the partnerships in
place, we’ve spent the money necessary to
do the kinds of things that in many ways
have been ground breaking in this community and we need now to be recognized
with an infusion of dollars for resources to
take us to the next level.
Q. (PP) If you could do anything you
wanted…and money and authority is
not an issue…what is the one thing you
would do to make Georgina a better
place to live, work and play?
Oooooh. Let me see…Our biggest asset
here is Lake Simcoe and the reason, for the
most part, why people have migrated here
has a lot to do with Lake Simcoe. And the
biggest challenge we have had, regardless
of all the other challenges that every other
municipality has, is access to Lake Simcoe.
And I guess if I had unlimited resources I
would probably want to create a recreational area, a massive recreational area that
gave the residents of this community unrestricted access and linked us to the rest of
the Greater Toronto area for access to Lake
Simcoe. And, having all of the amenities
associated with that as a recreational area.
I’m not talking about a Canada’s Wonderland on the shores of Lake Simcoe, I’m
talking about something that would respect
the resource yet make it accessible to anyone and everyone that wanted to use it.
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Cryderman’s Chronicles
Congratulations to Danielle
Magee who celebrated her
Sweet 16th Birthday on May 6
with a party on May 9. Dad
says to “keep your hands on
the wheel and your eyes on the
road”.

Karen Wernham of RBC Investments. The fashions were
from The One and Only Shoes
Clothing and Accessories in
St. Andrews Village Aurora.
Thank you Roxanne and
Karen for a lovely evening.

And, there’s another young
lady celebrating her Sweet
16th. Brianne Bell turned 16
on May 10 and Mom sends
this wish, “May there always
be a horse in the paddock and
a cowboy on the horizon”.

We welcome home Nicholas
Greene who has returned
home from London where he
attends the University of
Western Ontario. He has now
completed two years of studies
towards his BA in Computer
Sciences. He will return in the
fall. Have a wonderful summer, Nicholas.

Congratulations to Katie and
Jason Snelgrove who were
married on Saturday, April 19,
The Sutton Downtown Busi2008 at Knox United Church
ness Association is planning
in Sutton. Best Wishes.
its fourth annual Duck Race at
We understand that Wimpy’s the dam in Sutton. This year
is coming to town. We heard
they expect it to be bigger and
the restaurant chain is planbetter.
ning to open in the former
Cookshop location on Dalton Plan now for the Blue Bridge
Festival on the June 6, 7 and
Rd. in Sutton.
8. Brenda Muller is the artistic
Birthday Greetings to Carolyn director and is doing an outWilson of Jackson’s Point
standing job of bringing these
who will be celebrating her
very talented musicians, singbirthday on May 12th. Happy ers and poets to our town.
Birthday from your friends.
You may find out more on line
At a Spring Fashion Event at at
The Timberlane Athletic Club www.bluebridgefestival.com
or telephone 289-470-1099.
in Aurora there were several
guests from our community.
On May 9, 10, 11 the Georgina
Among those attending were Pioneer Village will present
Sue Horton, Lynn Lemeiux,
“1837 Rise To Rebellion”, an
MPP Julia Monro, Jane Styinteractive re-enactment. This
sinski, and Gabi Von Gans.
is a must for local history
The event was hosted by Rox- buffs. Phone (905) 476-4305
anne Henderson of Royal
for more information.
LePage Timeless Realty and
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Georgina Home & Lifestyle Show
(Right) David Roy of
Life’s Pic’s Photography in Keswick shows
off the award the company received for the
“Most Innovative
Booth” at the show.
The Georgina Home
Show was a three day
event held at the Ice
Palace in Keswick on
May 2, 3 and 4, giving
local merchants an opportunity to display
their wares and pick up
new business.

(Left to Right) Sharon Suter from Green River Coffee gives a
sample of the “fair trade organic coffee” to Home Show attendee Marion Smith of Keswick. According to Tricia Richens, a
spokesperson for the new company, the coffee is freshly roasted
and brings awareness to the environmental and poverty issues
surrounding mass producing coffee nations. (Editor’s Note: I
had a cup at the show and it tasted great!)
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Duclos Point tree planting project
Several Duclos
Point families,
including the
Berry family, the
Wright family and
the Tuller family,
combined their
talents in arbour
design and digging
to plant 300 seedlings in the
Duclos Point Park.
Purchased and
donated by the
Berry family, the
seedlings were
acquired from the
York Environ(L to R) Caroline Berry and mom Zoe Berry
mental Stewardplant a white pine seedling to spruce up the
ship (YES) seed- Duclos Point Park.
lings planting prothat will fade out within the
gram.
next 10 or 20 years.
A combination of white pine,
The trees were also planted
white ash, red oak, Norway
spruce, maple and black walnut along the tennis court to act as a
seedlings were planted over two wind break and the group is
weekends in April.
grateful to Zephyr Peat for doAccording to Rachel Tuller, the nating the triple mix the team
residents were eager to replace used to plant the trees.
older dead trees and those trees

BBQ Safety and a BBQ Sauce Recipe
With Bar-B-Q season in full
swing, the Georgina Fire Department is offering a few tips
on BBQ safety.
1. Make sure that the barbecue is at least five feet (1.5
metres), or better yet 10
feet (3 metres) from thehouse or any other material
that could catch fire.
2. Always make sure that the
barbecue is in a safe place
where kids and pets won’t
touch or bump into it. Keep
in mind that the barbecue
will still be hot after you
finish cooking and anyone
contacting it could be
burned.
3. When you are finished,
always make sure that you
not only shut off the barbecue, but shut off the propane or gas supply as well.
4. Always store propane tanks
outside in a well ventilated
area.

Home Made
BBQ Sauce
3/4 cup tomato ketchup
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup Worcestershire sauce
1/2 cup water
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, melted
4 tablespoons vinegar
4 tablespoons lemon juice
4 teaspoons salt
4 teaspoons paprika
4 teaspoons mustard
1 tablespoon chili powder
1 teaspoon red pepper
Combine all the ingredients in a
quart jar and shake well until
dissolved. Refrigerate until
needed.
For pork ribs, try boiling them
in water and onion for an hour
or so before covering them in
sauce and cooking them on the
BBQ on medium, turning and
basting frequently.

13

Tennyson Tidbits
In Memoriam
In loving memory of my husband
Darrell Jamieson, May 15, 2000.
I often lay awake at night
When the world is fast asleep.
And, take a walk down memory lane
With tears upon my cheek.
Remembering you is easy,
I do it everyday.
But, missing you is a heartache
That never goes away.
Love you dearly,
Bethany
I was talking to Megan Keith the other
day and she is looking for volunteers to
help out with fundraising activities for
the Pefferlaw Ice Pad. If anyone is interested please call her at (705) 437-4409.

Have you noticed that Peter Van Loan
is like City-TV...he is
e-v-e-r-y-w-h-e-r-e! I attend a lot of local functions to bring you news every
other week and almost everywhere I go I
run into him. The fact that he is arguably
the number two man in Ottawa and still
finds time to show up at so many local
functions amazes me.
Congratulations and welcome to little
Carter Jamieson O’Neill who arrived
on Wednesday, April 23. Carter weighed
in at 9 lbs. 1 oz. and is a little brother to
Andersen. Proud parents are Tim and
Amanda O’Neill. Congratulations all.
Hey, I hear they had a great time at the
Egypt Beach Party on Saturday, May 3.
This community might be small but they
sure know how to have a good time.

Congratulations to Curtis Henderson
and Lindsay Tomlinson who were married on Saturday, May 10. Cheers to you
both!

Congratulations to Loretta Baldwin
and Ryan Messina who will be married
at the Egypt Church of the Nazarene on
May 24, 2008. Cheers to you both!

Sincere best wishes and congratulations
to Chantelle Cullen and Steve Noble
who are to be married on Saturday, May
17. Wishing you both the very best life
has to offer. It’s your time to fly!

Steve Clementson of 1st Pefferlaw
Scouting and his crew do a great job
with young people in this community. If
your kids are interested in Scouts/Cubs
contact him at (705) 437-2811.

The article on Georgina’s pesticide ban
generated a few calls with one reader
calling in another home-made weed kill
recipe. He says if you take cigarette
butts, remove the filter and soak the tobacco in water until it turns into the
color of tea, you can pour this on weeds
and, presto...no more weeds. It you try it,
let me know if it works.

Happy Birthday to Rene Reingold who
turns the Big 4-0 on May 16. Rene is 4th
generation Pefferlonian and resides in
the family’s original homestead right in
town. Happy Birthday Rene.
Happy Birthday greetings are also extended to Tracey Chandler who celebrates her birthday on May 13. Cheers,
Tracey.

George Corner’s Diary — 1896-1925
April 19, 1900 — Henry agreed with Jacob Dafoe for a 600 lb. carcass of beef at 7
and 1/2 cents per lb. $45.00. To be delivered in 20 weeks commencing in May—the
deliveries to be made twice a week at the rate of 7 and 1/2 lbs to each of us at each
trip. To get his pay whenever he wants it.
May 20, 1910 — General Holiday. King Edward VII Funeral today.
May 24, 1910 — Victoria Day. Celebration in Cannington. Horse Show, small
games, celebrated dog racing. Had 1 gosling from 3 eggs. Hen would not have it.
Maggie hand raising it. We call it Jean Valgean.
May 27, 1910 — Simon Shier died this morning at 10 o’clock. He was kicked by a
colt in his own yard. His skull was broken, unconscious from the time he was hurt
yesterday.

DON’T FORGET THE LIONS
CLUB BINGO AT THE LIONS
HALL IN PEFFERLAW EVERY
WEDNESDAY AT 7:00 PM
THEY DO IT ALL FOR YOU!
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Ravenshoe Road face-lift

If you haven’t driven down Weir’s Sideroad to Udora lately
you’ve missed the changing landscape as road construction
crews get ready to remove a hill to make way for the new 6.4
km highway from Weir’s Sideroad to Prout Rd. York Region’s
Director of Capital Delivery—Roads, Dino Basso, tells me this
hill will be lowered by 10 metres. The cost of the road reconstruction, which also includes a new bridge over the Zephyr
Creek is $12 million and the entire project is expected to be
completed in the summer of 2009.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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New referral company takes the guess work out of ‘who ya’ gonna call’
their home.
As long-time residents in their respective
communities, both women were accustomed to sourcing suppliers to help out
neighbours and friends. Now they are
branching out with Silver Connections to
help out other communities.
“It is an old concept with a new twist. We
alleviate some of the frustration and some
of the steps from trying to find reliable
service providers,” said Ms. DelFatti.
The service is free to callers. However,
companies wanting to expand their businesses through the Silver Connections
referral service are required to pay an
annual fee and are screened by the
partners for liability insurance coverage, Worker Compensation coverage
and Better Business Bureau reports.
Ms. DelFatti and Ms. Smith also call
former service provider customers to
get references and user testimonials.
Once Silver Connections is satisfied
that the supplier is a reputable and reliable company, they are asked to commit to a number of guiding principles—one of which is that the company responds to inquiries within 24
hours.
Member companies listed with Silver
Barb Smith (standing) and Twila DelFatti are
Connections are posted on the comexcited about their new referral company that
pany’s website at
takes the guess work out of hiring service provid- www.SilverConnections.ca and beers.
come part of the service network the
Twila DelFatti and Barb Smith. The com- women refer to from their call centre at 1
(877) 936-2525.
pany provides a free referral service for
community residents and because the com- “We do our homework and keep it simple
panies they refer have gone through a rig- for the customer. We work hard to keep
our books packed with only the best proourous screening process, they provide a
peace of mind and an assurance of quality fessionals and above all, we maintain the
highest standards of professionalism, courpreviously unknown by the resident.
tesy and respect,” Ms. Smith said.
“The idea was born out of frustration,”
To date, member companies can provide
said Ms. DelFatti who related contractor
home repairs, automotive repairs, health
horror stories her own aging parents exand wellness services, cleaning and home
perienced when they began renovating
It’s an all too familiar scenario—a new
resident moves into the area, needs some
work done and with no contacts, finds it
tough to source out a reliable service provider. Or, an unsuspecting senior that
needs a helping hand gets swindled by a
dishonest scam artist.
Now, thanks to a new, free referral business, Silver Connections, finding the right
service person has become a little easier
and a lot less daunting.
Silver Connections is located in Sunderland and is the brain child of two friends,

support, real estate and financial planning
services plus a host of other offerings.
The partners always try to provide at least
two or three referrals so the caller can get
quotes and make their own decisions. And,
if they don’t have a member company
signed up to fulfill a specific inquiry, they
often go searching to find someone reliable
to satisfy the request.
Community reaction to their idea has been
enthusiastic and reassuring, so much so,
that the company is expanding into more
communities beyond Sunderland and Beaverton. These include Lindsay, Bobcaygeon, Uxbridge, Port Perry and Georgina.
“There are two words that we base our
business on and that’s trust and reliability,”
Ms. DelFatti said, “and we want to work
with companies who have the same philosophy as we have.”
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COMING EVENTS
Don’t forget the Wilfrid Walking and
Driving Tour on Sat. May 10. Tour includes home of Viktor and Judith Tinkl, a
working dairy farm and commentary on
historical buildings. Tour starts at 10:30
from the Wilfrid Hall and the cost of $15
includes lunch. Call Dorothy Shier at
(705) 437-1358.
The Lake Simcoe Gardeners invite you
to their annual plant and bake sale “Pots
and Pies” on Sat. May 10 from 9:30 am
to 12:00 at the Keswick United Church.
The group is also hosting a Spring Flower
Show on Monday, May 12 at 7:30 pm.
Same venue. Call Joyce (905) 476-3087.
The Georgina Community Farmers
Market opens its second season on Sunday, May 11 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at
the Ice Palace in Keswick. The market
runs every Sunday from May to October.
The UCW of the Virginia United Church
will be having their annual Yard Sale on
Saturday, May 17 at the church. The
price you pay is the price you want to
pay! White elephant items gladly accepted. Coffee, soft drinks and hot dogs
are also for sale.
Faunus Herbs would like you to join
them in supporting the Cannington Food
Bank. They are hosting a Bike-a-Thon in
Cannington on Sunday, May 25. Sign up
and start is at the Cannington arena at
10:00 am. Entry donation is $20. The
route will be through local marked trails
and back roads. Call Penny at (705) 4374438.
You are invited to the 2nd Annual Blue
Bridge Festival on June 6, 7, 8 in Sutton
& Jackson’s Pt. There is something for all
ages: from the Friday night Cabaret to
paddling down the Black River to interactive Children’s Musical Programs to the
Sunday Strawberry Social. A festival

passport with access to 20 events over the
weekend is $55. Visit
www.bluebridgefestival.com Volunteers
are welcome to attend a planning meeting
on May 13 at 7:00 at the Georgina Art
Gallery.
Third Annual Give a Miracle a Chance
Slo-Pitch tournament will be held June
21 & 22 at West Park in Keswick in support of children and families dealing with
Cerebral Palsy. Call 1 (877) 603-9991 or
visit www.giveamiracleachance.com
The Canadian Cancer Society is looking for teams to participate in the Newmarket and Aurora Relay For Life event,
a 12-hour, overnight, non-competitive
relay celebrating cancer survivors and
remembering those who have lost the
battle. The Aurora event is on June 6 & 7
at Lambert Wilson park and the Newmarket event will be held on June 20 & 21 at
Pickering College. Call Kimerley at (905)
830-0447 ext. 25.
Organizers for the 2nd Annual Mind,
Body & Soul Expo are looking for exhibitors for this year’s show at the Sutton
Fair grounds on July 19 and 20. Contact
Ariane Griffiths at (905) 830-6243.
Free Library programs:
Reading Circles
Story Hour
Little Bookworms
Mother Goose on
the Loose
One-on-One
Reading
Class Visits
Visit
www.georginalibrary.com for
details.

CLASSIFIED ADS
SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE
BUCHNER MANUFACTURING
Vinyl Siding from $49 a sq. Prepainted steel roofing from $79.
Delivery Available. Call (705) 4371734 Store—(905) 868-6118 Cell
andrew@buchnermfg.com
CLASSIC CABIN CRUISER
Cruise the lake this summer in this
beautifully reconditioned 1968 26’
Trojan cabin cruiser. Teak decks,
mahogany hull, V8, sleeps four. Asking $6,800. Call (705) 437-1216.
FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE
PEFFERLAW
Safe, loving & educational. Large
play areas. Nutritious menu. Reliable
& experienced. Special Needs welcome. Call (705) 513-0220.
WANTED
Small travel/camping trailer
wanted. 20 feet or smaller.
Contact: 1 (416) 720-2808.

