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Fire reduces turkey barn to ashes
A three-alarm fire, called in by the
editor of the Pefferlaw Post at 6:00
p.m. on Friday, May 17 resulted in
the destruction of an iconic turkey
barn on Old Homestead Rd. in Pefferlaw.
The barn was one of two on the property owned by Mike Vankempen and
had been equipped with new sawdust
and woodchip bedding in anticipation
of the arrival of a new shipment of
turkeys.
Fire crews from all three Georgina
halls were called to the
blaze and were supported
by crews from East Gwillimbury and Brock Township. The pumpers on site
were serviced by port-atanks which were continuously filled with water by
tankers running to and
from a hydrant located on
Park Rd. in Sutton.
According to Georgina Fire Chief Steve
Richardson, the blaze took 10 hours to
extinguish during which time the 40x380
ft. building, valued at $250,000, was lost.
“The cause of the fire is undetermined
because there were a number of factors
that we could not rule out,” Chief Richardon said. “But I do want to commend the

Alzheimer Walk for
Memories
Nearly 100 people came out to the Briars Resort on Saturday, May 11 and
helped to raise over $10,000 by participating in the Alzheimer Society of
York Region’s Walk for Memories.
According to Lynn Conforti, Manager
of Fund Development for the organization, the monies raised will stay in the
Georgina community to help fund programs available to caregivers and family members.
“We have two social workers in our
Keswick office who provide support
for caregivers and counselling for the
family to help them navigate the system,” she said.

firefighters for the work they did preventing the fire from spreading to two propane
tanks in close proximity to the fire and for
keeping the other buildings on the property safe. And I also want to extend my
thanks to the crews from East Gwillimbury and Brock Township for their assistance.

Local dignitaries assist with cutting the
ribbon at the start of the 2013 Alzheimer Walk for Memories at the Briars Resort.

The grass is green…
And the flowers are growing.
If you are thinking of moving…
I can help you get going!
www.teresamillar.com

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.
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Why is that…?
It seems the article I wrote in
the May 10 issue discussing the
Town of Georgina’s plans to
roll out mandatory septic tank
inspections in accordance with
the regulations stipulated in the
Lake Simcoe Protection Plan,
raised a few questions and comments.
Of particular interest to my
readers was the revelation that
those homes and cottages along
Hedge Road in Jackson’s Point
and others are exempt from the
mandatory inspections.
So, why is that?
Well, that question was raised
at the May 6 council meeting
by Regional Councillor Danny
Wheeler.
It appears the mapping that was
created by the Ontario Building
Code (OBC) outlining the geographical area for mandatory
inspections excluded 32 Hedge
Road properties and 35 Roches
Point properties. Town staff
contacted the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
(OBC patrons) asking why
some lakefront properties had
been exempted and according
to the Director of Planning and
Building Harold Lenters, he
never received a “good explanation.” In addition, the Town’s
request to have the matter reconsidered was denied.
In an effort to get to the bottom
of the “why” question, I contacted the Ministry of the Environment to get their response
since the mandatory inspections
support their Lake Simcoe Protection Plan and Clear Water
Act.
Their initial response to my
inquiry came back as a PR puff
piece quoting party-line rhetoric without answering my question. I persevered and received
the following official statement
to my second request:
“It’s important to note that
Hedge Road is not exempt from
the inspection program and will
be phased into the municipal
inspection schedule. Hedge
Road and other parts of Georgina do not need to be included

in the first phase of inspections
because they are located within
the service area of York Region’s Water Pollution Control
Plants. The regulation provides
a number of years for property
owners to connect to municipal
services and decommission
their septic systems.”
We know that municipal sewer
hook-ups are not currently
available to the properties in
question, but it sounds like they
could be before 2021—the date
the first official statement suggested was the timeline for septic inspections to be completed
for these properties.
The rigmarole I had to go
through to get a answer (as limp
as it is) flies in the face of the
one word every politician likes
to use whenever he/she is running for office—transparency.
In a pig’s eye!

Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Feds urge partnerships for training
Who, what, where, when and
how were some of the questions raised when MP Peter
Van Loan led a recent roundtable discussion on the Federal
government’s plans for their
newly announced Canada Job
Grant program.

was documented by Mr. Van
Loan. He heard concerns by
small business owners regarding problematic red tape often
considered typical of government grant programs. “Small
businesses don’t have the time
to deliver the level of detail

MP Peter Van Loan leads a round-table discussion and documented comments and suggestions from participants to be considered when the federal government rolls out their new Canada Job Grant program.
Held at the Georgina Training
Centre in Sutton on Tuesday,
May 14, participants were told
the program could deliver up
to $15,000 in support of training and re-training programs to
help the unemployed find suitable jobs. It is expected a
$5,000 grant contribution will
come from the Federal government and will be matched by
the employer and provincial
government.
The Grant is expect to support
short-duration training and will
include eligible training institutions including community
colleges, career colleges and
trade union training centres.
MP Peter Van Loan led the
discussion and explained that
various models for the delivery
of the program were being
considered. However, the Federal government is hosting a
series of similar workshops to
poll stakeholder on how they
would like to see the program
rolled out, he said.
The interaction and response
offered by the potential employers, educators and employment services organization
representatives at the meeting

many funding programs require,” he was told and was
further encouraged to keep the
application process simple
with quick reimbursement.
He was advised that the program “should have a face at
the local level for it to be effective” and was asked if the
program could be extended to
the “under-employed” as well
as the unemployed.
Further suggestions by the
group included a desire to consider the employer’s time and
equipment investment during
training as part of their $5,000
contribution. One participant
suggested other grant programs
such as the Employment Ontario Wage Subsidy grants
could be used to augment the
employer’s $5,000 contribution.
The Georgina Training Centre
Executive Director John De
Saveri said the objectives for
the Canada Job Grant program,
which include purchasing short
-term training, fits the mandate
of the Training Centre. He said
the Training Centre program
delivers close to apprenticeship
skills in a short period of time.
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Bully Movie delivers jarring message
For those that missed the
Morning Glory Public
School Council’s premier of the Bully Movie,
it was a jarring portrayal
of the impact bullying
has on young people and
their families.
The 90-minute documentary followed the lives of
not only individuals bullied by fellow students
but also the lives of families coping with the
tragic loss of a child who
took their own life after
being repeatedly bullied.
Vice Principal Cathi
Robinson told those who
attended the viewing on
Thursday, May 16 that
the movie delivered a powerful
message and reinforced the
idea that everyone has a role to
play.
“I think the message is that it is
important to be an upstander
rather than a bystander meaning we should step up and help
out and say something,” Ms.
Robinson said. “It was kind of

a message of hope and shows
that one person can make a
difference when they stand up
for the silent.”
The Bully Movie was the second event sponsored by Morning Glory Public School Council which addressed the issue
of bullying.

New YRP services in Georgina
 Life Insurance

Instead of driving to communities further afield, Georgina
residents wanting Police
Criminal Record Checks
(PRCR) or Police Vulnerable
Sector Checks (PVSC) will be
able to apply for these services
at the YRP offices on Baseline
Rd. in Sutton.
Additionally, Police Information Checks (PIC) and fingerprinting services for pardon
applications, Visa/border
crossing/foreign travel, landed
immigrants, Canadian citizenship, adoptions and federal and
fingerprinting for federal and
provincial government employment will also be offered.
The York Regional Police
Customer Service Unit began
offering these services on Saturday, May 18 and the District
#3 services will be available
on the third Saturday of every
month from 8:00 am to 4:00

pm.
Copies of police reports, including break and enters,
thefts, stolen or recovered vehicles, property damage, fraud
or lost property and accident
reports will also be available
where applicable.
Residents are reminded they
must produce two pieces of
government-issued identification, one with a photo, and
both pieces must have the applicant’s name and birthdate.
Health cards and social insurance number cards are not accepted for identification purposes.
The Customer Service Unit
will be open at #3 District on
the following Saturdays
through 2013: June 15, July
20, August 17, September 21,
October 19, November 16 and
December 21.
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Mayor Rob
Grossi and
Charlotte
Widdifield
unveil a bench
donated to the
ROC by the
Pefferlaw,
Sutton and
Keswick Club
55 members.

Twenty-three
years and
counting...(L to
R) Kinettes
Sharon Hall,
Kelly Collier,
Lenora Brown
and Shirley
Heaps man
their fireworks
fundraiser.

Sixty Georgina residents attended a five-part wellness series entitled
“BonesBeStrong”, a bone health and falls prevention program hosted
at Cedarvale Lodge in Keswick and developed by Specialty Living.
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Rev. Alex Constable
treats yard salers to a
Newfie tune on his
recorder during the
Virginia United
Church garage sale on
Saturday, May 18.
The church is hosting a
Newfie Night serving
an authentic Newfoundland cold plate
dinner and traditional
music on Saturday,
June 1.

The Georgina Dragon
Boat Club netted
$1,325 during their
fundraising yard sale
on Saturday, May 18 at
Hwy. 48 and Park Rd.
The money will be used
to purchase new personal floatation devices for the club’s
members.

(Photos by Tom Zsolt) Congratulations to Penny Beaudrow who was surrounded by family
and friends on Saturday, May 18 when she opened her new confectionary shoppe on Cameron Street in Cannington. Called the Ginkgo Tree, Ms. Beaudrow is offering a selection of
health food supplements, preserves, baked goods, bulk foods, candy, ice-cream, gifts and a
Tea Room.
Ms. Beaudrow is a native of Cannington and has been in the health food industry for several
years as an herbalist.
Her shoppe is decorated with vintage collectibles and products are showcased in an arrangement of “old world” charm and convenience.

IN YOUR HOME…
PHYSIOTHERAPY
AVAILABLE!
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Chamber Home Show

Tel: Tel:
(289)
803-6409
(289)
803Ybele.koster@gmail.com

A near hit! Mayor Rob Grossi volunteered to be a target for a
pie throwing fundraiser event for Georgina Cares. Wally
Metherall paid $50 to throw this pie and narrowly missed.
Members of Keswick Community
Police (L to R)
Marina Orlovsk,
Anne Late and
Evelyn Gittens
proudly display
their award presented to them by
the Georgina
Chamber of Commerce for their
“Best in Community Services”
booth display at
the show.

Dorothy Healy from the Front Yard Fun, a business that provides celebration characters and signage for front yards, received the “Most Innovative” Award at the show.
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Moms Town founder and Director
Kim Edmiston took
home the “Most
Innovative” Award
for her fun-filled
booth.
Her display included crafts and
games, all with an
early education
influence, for
young people attending the show.

Tennyson Tidbits
Happy Birthday wishes go out
to Arnie Hall as he celebrates
his 60th birthday on June 5.
Cheers Arnie from all of your
friends and family.

As part of their 10-stop Canadian tour, the 35-member Amsterdam Staff Band entertained
more than 100 concert-goers at
the Salvation Army Church in
Jackson’s Pt. on Wed. May 22.
And what a great performance
it was!

The cute little kittens brought to the
show by the Georgina Animal Shelter were certainly
a hit with visitors.
Town employees
Kelan Jylha (left)
and Kelsey
Beaudry proudly
display their
award from the
Chamber for the
“Most Informative” booth display
at the show.

Cole Metherall from Team Metherall at the ReMax booth hands
out candy and beads to two young visitors.

I was at my bank the other day
making a withdrawal at their
ATM and I saw a message on
the ATM screen alerting me to
the fact that the “Federal Government is eliminating cheques

in favour of direct deposit.”
This means that everyone receiving a government issued
cheque (child tax benefit, Old
Age Security, Employment
Insurance etc.) will need to
enroll in the program before
April 2016. The government
claims it can save millions of
tax payer dollars every year.
The National Film Board
movie entitled “We Were Children” will be shown at your
local library next month. The
film follows two young children, Lyna Hart and Glen
Anaquod , who were taken
from their homes and placed in
church-run boarding schools
and presents the trauma of this
experience. It will be shown at
the Pefferlaw Library on Sat.
June 1 at 2:00 pm.—The Peter
Gzowski Library on Fri. June 7
at 2:00 pm—Keswick Library
on Thurs. June 13 at 1:00 and
7:00 pm.
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Brock Kiss N Ride
Fisher’s Your
Independent
Grocer located on
Highway 12
and Beaver
Avenue in
Beaverton is
the first private business
to participate
in the Smart
Commute
initiative partnered by the (L to R) Ward 1 Councillor Mike Manchester,
Township of Fisher’s YIG owner Russell Fisher, Ward 3
Councillor Walter Schummer, Ward 2 CouncilBrock and
Durham Re- lor Randy Skinner, Mayor Terry Clayton, Regional Councillor Debbie Bath and Brock Depgion.
To date, four uty Clerk Chris Harris.
carpool parkspots at Fisher’s YIG are loing lots have been designated
by the Township of Brock for cated on the south side of the
parking lot adjacent to the Recommuters to use when carfuel gas station.
pooling. In addition to the InCarpoolers can find commuting
dependent parking lot, one is
partners by signing up to the
located at Ann and Cameron
St. in Cannington, the Manilla ‘carpool to carpool lot’ feature
Community Hall and the Sun- located at
www.carpoolzone.ca. The webderland Memorial Arena.
site offers ride-matching serIndependent owner Russell
Fisher says that offering park- vices as well as cost and emissions calculators. The Carpool
ing spots for carpoolers
“provides a great service to the Zone website can be customized with subgroups for compacommunity in addition to
bringing people into our lot and nies who wish to join the program.
hopefully into our store.”
The carpool designated parking

Volunteer firefighters wanted
In an effort to strengthen its
existing group of volunteer
firefighters at all three fire
halls, the Town of Georgina is
inviting interested and committed community members to
attend an information session
on May 30, 2013.
The session, which begins at
7:30 pm upstairs at the Sutton
Arena, will provide a detailed
outline on how the department
operates, expectations of volunteers and the next steps in
the application process.
The Town of Georgina currently has a complement of 94
firefighters, 60 of which are

volunteers.
Volunteers in the Sutton and
Keswick fire halls support the
work of the full-time employees in emergency situations.
The Pefferlaw Hall runs on a
volunteer basis exclusively but
is supported by crews in Sutton
and Keswick when required.
All volunteers are required to
live within close proximity of a
Georgina Fire Station, attend
regular training sessions, be a
high school graduate, have a
DZ driver’s licence and hold a
current Standard First Aid certificate.
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Three pilots and a shovel equals Muddy Men
If the truth of the phrase “necessity is the
mother of invention” was ever in doubt,
three pilots sitting around a table at Tim
Horton’s trying to solve a problem have
reinforced the validity of this age-old proverb.
It all began in 2009 when Randy Straeten,
a corporate pilot, began looking for a supplier to install a new septic system at his
cottage on Thorah Island to no avail. His
buddies, and Air Canada pilots, Michael
Collins and Pieter van de Lustgraaf, were
not only interested, but his story of woe
tugged away at their inner desire to become entrepreneurs.
The three friends set about taking courses
and training programs to receive all of the
certification required to design, install and
service septic systems and operate their
own equipment.
Enter the Muddy Men Construction Corp.
The company purchased a barge, a dump
truck and excavator and during their first
year in business, the Muddy Men installed
14 systems on Thorah Island.
Today, they employ 10 people (all with the
necessary certifications) and have installed
systems in the greater part of southern and
northern Ontario including a system televised on the Mike Holmes show.
They stress that they are a full-service supplier of septic systems offering not only
the system itself but assistance with grant
applications, permits, engineering and annual maintenance.
According to Mike Collins, they conducted
an exhaustive search of available septic
systems, armed with current waste water
treatment technology that meets Ontario’s
building codes. And as a result, the Muddy
Men have settled on four or five systems
which they believe will provide the most
benefit to homeowners.
They recently purchased the former Port

Bolster Natural Stone
property on Hwy. 48
just north of Port
Bolster to accommodate their growing
business and are taking a novel approach
to ensure their customers understand
the technology behind the systems they
offer. They have
renovated the show
room and are installing a tertiary septic
system where home- These three pilots are flying high as they settle into their new
owners can witness home on Hwy. 48 just north of Port Bolster. From there Muddy
the workings of a
Men Mike Collins (Left), Randy Straeten (Centre) and Pieter van
system.
de Lustgraaf (Right) will showcase and sell septic systems.
According to the
septic systems, The Muddy Men will conthree principals of the company, conventional septic systems with traditional clay tinue to offer the traditional Port Bolster
Natural Stone product lines such as aggretile beds have been replaced with waste
gates, stone and other masonry and landwater treatment systems which employ
scaping products plus pool supplies.
new technology and science which speak
to new rules and regulations built into the Their business philosophy isn’t cluttered
with fancy words or flowery phrases—it is
Ontario Building Code.
“This whole area is filled with septic sys- simply “ethics”.
tems, particularly old systems and people “We want to be ethical, we want to be edujust don’t know what exists now,” said Mr. cational. We want people to understand
what they are buying because when the
Collins.
“So by having this showroom people will owner understands what he is buying, he
will maintain it properly and it is an expenactually see what is involved and what
they are buying,” added Mr. van de Lust- sive investment so you want it to last,” said
Mr. van de Lustgraaf.
graaf.
But their focus on educating the consumer Mr. Straeten, who is an experienced entreabout new waste water technology doesn’t preneur and businessman in addition to
being a pilot, said, “we stand behind what
stop there. They have conducted 25, 90we sell and we honour our statements. And
minute presentations to over 1,000 real
we back it up with 24-7 support.”
estate agents and have applied to become
And this straightforward recipe for success
certified educational providers and best
has resulted in a company that has more
practices instructors.
In addition to their Hwy. 48 facility being than doubled in size since it began less
a one-stop-shop for all things dealing with than four years ago.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Georgina Military Museum will honour
Korean veterans at the 2013 Georgina Salutes
event on Sat. May 25. Activities run from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm with ceremonies at 2:00
pm.

Call (705) 426-7808.
The Beaver River Museum in Beaverton
will host the East Lake Simcoe Art Association Art Show on Sat. June 1 and Sun. June 2
from 10 am to 5:00 pm. Call (705) 426-9682.

The Green Cottage Gallery & Tea Room
at 187 The Queensway S. in Keswick is
hosting a Book and Music Sale for Charity
on Sat. May 25 and Sat. June 1 from 10:00
am to 4:00 pm. Call (905) 476-8884.

On Sun. June 2 at 2:00 pm the Directors of
Cooke’s Cemetery will host an outdoor Decoration Day Service. Bring a lawn chair. Refreshments served after service. For information call (705) 437-1468.

The Sharon Art Show & Sale will showcase fused glass, jewelry, paintings, pottery
etc. at the Sharon Temple on Leslie St. on
Sat. May 25 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Free Community Dinner at Cedardale
Church in Pefferlaw, Wed. June 5 at 6:00 pm.
Last one ‘til fall!

Sign up with your pooch for the Purina
Walk for Guide Dogs on Sun. May 26 at
the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre.
Registration 9:00 am, walk begins 9:30 am.

The Oaks in Jackson’s Point is hosting a
Condo Lawn and Bake Sale on Sat. June 8
from 8:00 am to 12:00 p.m.

The Georgina Historical Society presents a
Victorian Tea/Lunch at the Georgina PioThe South Lake Simcoe Naturalists’ Club
neer Village on Sun. June 9. Three sittings
wants you to mark your calendar for the Fri. (12:00, 1:00, & 2:00 pm) Tickets $10 sold in
May 31 showing of Rachel Carson’s “A
advance. Call (905) 476-4301 ext. 2284.
Sense of Wonder” at the York Region PoFree E-reader Help Classes at your library.
lice Building Meeting Room at 7:00 pm.
Pefferlaw branch—Tues. June 11 from 7:00
Call (705) 437-2993.
to 8:30 pm and the Sutton Branch on Wed.
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Sutton Legion
will host a Mardi Gras event on Sat. May 25
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Music, games,
prizes and good food.

June 12 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Registration
required. Call (705) 437-1514.

The Georgina Gathering (formerly the
Georgina Highland Gathering) will bring all
The Virginia United Church is inviting you to things Scottish to the Sutton Fair grounds
enjoy an evening of authentic Newfoundland again on Sat. June 15. Dance competitions,
heavy events, tug-of-war and a Mud Men
culture as they host Newfie Night on Sat.
June 1. Dinner served at 6:00 pm followed by concert in the evening. Don’t miss this one.
traditional music at 7:00 pm. $15 per person.
Georgina MobilityTransit—Transit GeorCall (705) 437-3939.
gina will hold their Annual General Meeting
The Georgina Pioneer Village will host a
Penny Rug Workshop on Sat. June 1 from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Cost is $32.50 and all
materials are supplied. Call (905) 476-4301
ext. 2354.

Birthday Celebration

on Thurs. June 20 at 6:30 at their storefront
office on High St. in Sutton.
Get set for the Music in the Streets Festival
in Uptown Keswick on Sat. June 22. Fun,
games and of course, lots of music.

The Annual Beaverton Antique Show gets Free Shinny Ball Hockey at the Pefferlaw
underway on Sat. June 1 at 9:30 am to 4:30
Ice Pad. If interested contact
pm and runs until June 2 from 10:00 am to
pipmember@sympatico.ca
4:00 pm at the Beaverton Community Centre.

Would you believe this
little “5” year old is “90”
on May 26?
90th Birthday Drop-In
For Nan McLean
May 26, 2013
From: 1:30 to 3:30 pm
At: De La Salle Chapel
Jackson’s Point
Come and say “Hello” to this
very special and truly unique
lady.
(Best Wishes Only)

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE
30” electric smooth-top stove. Self
clean oven. $250. or best offer.
(905) 722-7849
FOR SALE
Oval 60” table with leaf and 4 oak
chairs. $300. or best offer.
Call (905) 722-7849
FOR SALE OR RENT
Fully furnished 1 BR, 2Bath mobile
home in Green Acres. Good Condition.
Small deck. Available immediately.
Call (905) 476-2399
WANT YOUR HOUSE CLEANED?
Call Mabel at (905) 806-1502. I do
what others don’t Excellent and reliable. Gift certificates available.

