
Eighty exhibitors showcased local products and services at Home Show  
More than 2,000 people went 
through the turnstile at the Ice Pal-
ace in Keswick to attend the Geor-
gina Home and Lifestyle Show on 
May 13 to 15.  
Sponsored by the Georgina Cham-
ber of Commerce, the event at-
tracted 80 local businesses which set 
up displays to showcase everything 
from awnings to wine. 
The Chamber presented four booth 
awards to exhibitors. The Most In-
novative Booth award went to Kes-
wick Dental Centre who were offer-
ing free teeth whitening. Esteem 
Cosmetic & Laser Centre won the 
Most Interactive Booth award for 
doing free massages and The Town 
of Georgina picked up the Visually 
Informative Booth award and the 
Keswick Community Police were 
awarded recognition for the best 
Non-profit Booth.  
According to organizers, this year’s 
event included a variety of enter-
tainment on stage including yoga, 
boxing and dancing demonstrations 
and various speakers. In addition, a 
Keswick couple won a trip to Las 
Vegas at the show which was do-
nated by McAlpine Ford.  

Sales Representative 

Teresa Millar 
 

Beautifully treed private setting at the 
end of a no exit road and across the 
street from the York Regional Forest.  
3 bedroom home with a full basement 

and attached 2 car garage.  
Call me now to see this home!  

 

$259,000.00 

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 
Or you can visit www.teresamillar.com 
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A number of non-profit organi-
zations have made appeals to me 
to advertise for volunteers to 
help out with some upcoming 
events. It seems recruiting vol-
unteers is getting harder and 
harder. 
There was a report published by 
Statistics Canada which suggests 
that volunteerism in Ontario is 
declining while in most other 
provinces it is increasing.  
The report also says that a rela-
tively small group of Canadians, 
14 per cent to be exact, are re-
sponsible for 40 per cent of all 
volunteer hours to charitable and 
nonprofit organizations.  
With these kinds of numbers, it 
isn’t difficult to believe that we 
are experiencing a bit of volun-
teer fatigue. 
The Statistics Canada report says 
that Canadians volunteered al-
most 1.2 billion hours in 2007—
an equivalent of 1.1 million full 
time jobs. The report also said 
the sector contributing the high-
est number of hours volunteering 
is seniors followed by someone 
with no children in the house-
hold, people who have higher 
levels of education and people 
with lower incomes. 
I’m in constant touch with many 
of our non-profit organizations 
which depend upon the generos-
ity and good-will of people who 
want to make a difference in our 
community. They all admit it is a 
struggle to attract new volun-
teers and/or members.  
According to the Stats Can re-
port, the number one reason peo-
ple gave for not volunteering 
was time. Certainly that is under-
standable in this community 
since so many people are dual 
income earners who commute to 
work and have young families. 
By the time they get home, pre-
pare dinner, get the kids to les-
sons and do homework, there 
isn’t much time left to give 
away.  
But the interesting part of the 
report for me was the second 
reason people gave for not vol-
unteering...they said they were 
never asked. 
Well, here is the “ask” on behalf 

of those who are organizing 
community events and looking 
for volunteers:  
The Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers needs volunteers to 
help with the upcoming Peffer-
law Family Picnic on August 1;  
The Georgina Libraries are look-
ing for “Human Book” volun-
teers for a library program;  
Club 55 Keswick is looking for 
volunteer bartenders to help with 
Club 55 events;  
Queensville Players is looking 
for actors and singers for their 
fall production of Little Women;  
The Blue Bridge Festival needs 
volunteers to help with a variety 
of tasks for the festival.  
Organizers of the ArtXtreme 
event, in conjunction with the 
Dinah Christie Celebrity Chal-
lenge needs volunteers. So if you 
have some spare time and an 
inclination to help out volunteer-
ing,  give these groups a call. 
Karen Wolfe,  
Editor  
 
 
  

All you have to do is ask... 



Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

 STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Checkmate... 

Eight members of Mr. Bruce’s 
Chess Club at Morning Glory 
Public School celebrate their 
first place victory at a YRBE 
chess tournament.  
The club took on six other 
teams in Mount Albert on May 
10 and claimed the York Re-
gion Northern Schools Team 

Chess trophy after playing 10 
games.   
Pictured above (front row) left 
to right are: Carson Altschul, 
Jacob Markham, (back row) 
Ryan Cochrane, Jonathan 
Lekatis, Jack Hughes, Mike 
Bruce, Liam King, Dane Van 
Bakel and Deven Sankorsingh.  
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Georgina Island News  
After nine years of negotiation 
with the Federal government 
over land claims that date back 
to 1836, the Chippewa-Tri 
Council has received an offer to 
settle a claim that relates to the 
1836 surrender and subsequent 
sale of the Coldwater-Narrows 
Reserve.  
The Chippewa Tri Council in-
cludes the Chippewas of Geor-
gina Island First Nations, the 
Beausoleil First Nation and the 
Chippewas of Rama First Na-
tion.  
According to a spokesperson at 
Indian and Northern Affairs, 
the settlement offer was tabled 
on March 24, 2011 for consid-
eration by the First Nations.  
“As this offer is part of the ne-
gotiations process, details of the 
proposal are currently confiden-
tial,” said Genevieve Guibert in 
Media Relations at Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada.  
The lands in question total 
some 9,800 acres and stretch 14 

miles from the narrows of Lake 
Simcoe in the east to Coldwater 
near Matchedash Bay in the 
west.  
These lands were assigned to 
the three bands in 1830 and the 
three chiefs at the time, Yellow-
head, Snake and Aisance, 
moved their followers to the 
reserve and constructed two 
settlements there. In 1836 these 
lands were taken over by the 
government of the day.  
In 2002, the Government of 
Canada agreed to negotiate the 
Chippewa-Tri Council’s claim 
that these lands had never been 
properly surrendered to the 
crown by the First Nations. 
Their claim also alleged that the 
1836 treaty purporting to sur-
render the land had not been 
understood by the Chippewas 
who believed that the treaty 
would secure their title to the 
reserve.  
“While the settlement proposal 
is a significant step forward in 

negotiations, more 
work needs to be 
done before the 
claim can be set-
tled,” said Ms. 
Guibert. 
“Negotiated settle-
ments honour Can-
ada’s legal obliga-
tions to First Na-
tions and bring 
economic benefits 
to both First Na-
tions and local 
communities.” 
The Chippewas of 
Georgina Island 
First Nations held a 
community meeting 
on Thursday, May 
19 to discuss the 
terms of the offer 
with their members, 
but were unable to 
comment on the 
discussions prior to 
press time.  
According to a 
spokesperson at the 
island band office, 
a statement will be 
forthcoming some-
time this week.   
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Georgina’s Library system is on the look 
out for “human” books—people with 
interesting or remarkable lives to partici-
pate in their “Human Book” lending pro-
gram.  
On October 22, 2011, you can reserve a 
“human book” from their collection and 
spend a half hour interviewing and asking 
questions about the person’s life experi-
ences and area of expertise.  
According to Krista  Jorgensen, the Li-
brarian at the Sutton Branch, the Human 
Book collection will provide “readers” 
with an opportunity to get up close and 
personal with individuals who have lived 
a subject of interest.  
“It will be a great opportunity to have 
open conversations in a safe place where 
they can ask the questions they otherwise 
may not have asked because they felt 
uncomfortable,” she said. 
To date, Ms. Jorgensen has confirmed 
that a citizen of courage and a young 
woman from Sierra Leone who had her 
hands amputated by a rebel soldier will 
be available as part of the Human Li-
brary.  
The program will be available at all three 

Georgina library branches on October 22 
and Ms. Jorgensen hopes to include 
“human books” who can speak on sub-
jects such as living with a disability, be-
ing a university student, living in a shel-
ter, mental health and local history, 
among others. “We are looking for peo-
ple from different cultures, different 
backgrounds and different life experi-
ences,” she said.  
The “Human Book” concept began in 
2000 in Denmark when a group of stu-
dents wanted to speak out about racism, 
prejudice and sterotyping and developed 
the “Human Book” idea as a way of de-
livering their message.  
“The idea has spread to 43 countries 
now,” Ms. Jorgensen said.  
It is expected that two weeks before the 
“lending” date, residents will be able to 
browse through a catalogue of  “human 
books” who will be available at each 
branch and reserve a half-hour Q&A with 
that “human book”.  
If you would like to be a human book 
volunteer, contact Krista Jorgensen at the 
Peter Gzowski Library in Sutton at (905) 
722-5702.  

Georgina’s Human Library program  
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Van Loan accepts senior  
government appointment 
Peter Van Loan has accepted a 
senior cabinet post in Mr. 
Harper’s government as House 
Leader, a position he held in 
the Conservative minority gov-
ernment in 2007.  
According to Mr. Van Loan it 
is almost like going “back to 
the future” but he believes the 
majority government will al-
low the House to run a little 
differently this time around.  
“I think the tone in government 
is going to be a lot better. You 
were always waiting for the 
government to fall and as a 
result, the opposition, instead 
of focusing on policy, would 
tend to focus a lot on political 
games,” he said. “Now we 
have a four-year horizon and a 
longer term focus and I think 
the result will be more focus 
on the legislation and policy 
issues.”  
The house leader is considered 

a front bench Member of Par-
liament (MP) and provides 
expertise in the areas of parlia-
mentary procedure and the 
day-to-day business in the 
House of Commons.  
“The job is an interesting com-
bination of parliamentary pro-
cedure and strategic tactics and 
it also puts you at the centre of 
everything that is happening,” 
he said. “And you are in a po-
sition to have a lot of influence 
on what becomes law. You are 
the one making the choices on 
what legislation gets debated 
and brought forward. It can be 
a lot of fun but it is a serious 
responsibility.”  
Mr. Van Loan said the position 
was a surprise to him but it is 
one he is happy and comfort-
able with since it will allow 
him to spend more time with 
his family when the house isn’t 
sitting.  
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It was photo finish (top 
right photo) at the Sut-
ton Merchants’ Asso-
ciation Annual Duck 
Race on Saturday, May 
21 when a few hundred 
ducks made their way 
over the dam to the 
finish line below.  
Claiming the $300 first 
prize was Herbert 
Schywalsky with num-
ber #310. Brittany 
Lambert and her 
brother Carson posed 
with Peter Van Loan 
and Duck Race organ-
izer Art Field (bottom 
right photo) to pick up 
the $150 second prize. 
Sheila Styles, Brandi 
Oliver and George Hartwick 
were the third, fourth and fifth 
place winners respectively.  
The race was a Sutton Mer-
chants community affair assisted 
in part by the Dobson and 
MacGee families who piloted 
the boats, the Town of Geor-

gina, York Region Police and 
Georgina Fire Fighters. Digni-
taries attending and supporting 
the event were MP Peter Van 
Loan, MPP Julia Munro, Ward 4 
Councillor Ken Hackenbrook 
and members of the Grossi fam-
ily.    

And the winner is... 
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Walmart launches Children’s 
Miracle Network campaign 

The Walmart store in Keswick 
launched the company’s na-
tional Children’s Miracle Net-
work campaign for their respec-
tive region on May 12 and 
hopes to help Walmart Canada 
raise over $9.2 million to sup-
port children’s hospitals. 
Money raised at the Keswick 
location will be directed to Sick 
Kids’ Hospital in Toronto.  

Since 1994 Walmart Canada 
has raised in excess of $55 mil-
lion which has been used to 
purchase equipment and fund 
research to provide pediatric 
care across the country.  
Pictured above are Grade 2 and 
3 students from Jersey Public 
School in Keswick as they sing 
and sign O Canada during the 
campaign kick-off ceremonies.  



Tennyson Tidbits 
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 Life Insurance 

The restaurant known locally 
as Johnston’s Restaurant on 
Hwy. 48 on the Pefferlaw 
River is under new manage-
ment. We would like to wel-
come family members 
Kumar, Matt, Kannan and 
Praba to the community as 
they get set to open The 
River Garden Restaurant 
very soon. Kumar tells me 
they bring a host of restaurant 
experience with them after 
having worked at the Pickle 
Barrel and the Fox and the 
Fiddle in Toronto.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the Georgina 
Dragon Boat Club held a 
Yard Sale on May 14 where 
they raised $1,000 to pur-
chase team uniforms and 
new personal floatation de-
vices. The Club will host an 
Open Boat on May 31 to 
promote the sport.  
 

Congratulations to the stu-
dents at Sutton District 
High School who spent the 
day on May 10 cleaning up 
litter around the school. 
Great job! 
 

We hear that Faye Richard-
son, Director of Recreation 
and Cultural Services at the 
town, is retiring. Faye says 
she is looking forward to 
playing more golf in sunnier 
climes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pefferlaw’s own horse whis-
perer and trainer Doug 
Doner had four-year-old 
Meadow pulling a cart 
within hours of putting the 
first bit in her mouth. 
Meadow’s owner Bob 
Chirnside takes a ride with 
Doug.  

Public boat launch in Virginia to 
close this summer 
The Town of Georgina is wait-
ing for the principals of the 
Pukwis Community Windfarm  
on Georgina Island to make a 
presentation to council that 
will outline their plans for the 
Virginia Beach public boat 
launch this summer.  
The town was advised that the 
Chippewas of Georgina Island 
would need the public boat 
launch to begin transporting 
windmill construction materi-
als to the island for their 10 
MW windmill project.  
According to a spokesperson 
for the Windfall Ecology Cen-
tre, the Virginia Wharf was 
selected as the preferred site 
for the temporary barge land-
ing (as opposed to the nearby 
First Nations-owned boat 
launch) due in part to the fact 
that trucks will be able to 

drive straight onto the barge 
without having to negotiate 
the turn onto Black River 
Road.  
A joint Memorandum of 
Agreement between the Town 
of Georgina and the Chippe-
was of Georgina Island and 
the Windfall Ecology Centre 
(which has yet to be signed) 
explains that Georgina resi-
dents and guests will be issued 
temporary passes to use the 
First Nations-owned boat 
launch at Virginia Marina un-
til the public wharf is no 
longer needed for the windmill 
project.  
It is expected that the tempo-
rary barge landing will be in-
stalled at the public launch in 
late June and will be in place 
until December 2011.  
 



The year was 1922 and John “Jack” Drink-
water Sibbald the Second, father to the John 
Sibbald we are all familiar with today, 
owned a dairy and beef farm in Jackson’s 
Point. But, for the young man who had 
studied business at university, he knew he 
had to do something other than farming.  
Jack was a quintessential capitalist and en-
trepreneur and armed with a strong sense of 
business acumen, he started a raft of small 
businesses in the Sutton area that became 
employment opportunities for local resi-
dents. He was a distributor for Imperial Oil, 
built a golf course, a hotel, rented cottages, 
ran a pottery factory and was Reeve for 
many years.  
But one business that put the town of Sutton 
on the map and introduced it to a new level 
of fame and fortune was Jack Sibbald’s 
dairy.  
When it started out in 1922 it was called the 
Sutton Dairy and Creamery and it became 
known as the only source of pasteurized 
milk north of Toronto at that time.  
Using money from stocks that had been left  
by his uncle Frank Sibbald, Jack built the 
Sutton Dairy on Dalton Rd. on the site 
where Wimpy’s Diner is now located.   
Initially, he used the milk from his own 
Holstein cows to start production but gradu-
ally, other farmers starting bringing their 
milk to the plant and as the business grew, 
he began collecting it from other dairy 
farms.   
He eventually acquired 16 milk wagons and 
horses and hired local boys to deliver his 
dairy products to customers throughout 
North Gwillimbury, Georgina and Sutton 
until 1958 when motorized transport re-
placed the nostalgic horse and wagon. 
Many seniors still living in the area will 
remember their first summer job as a milk-
man for Briar’s Dairy.  
Tom Lonergan was the butter maker and 
Les Burrows was the general manager at 

the plant and before long, 
the quality of Jack Sib-
bald’s butter and cream 
became a household name 
in communities further 
afield including Algonquin 
Park and Georgian Bay.  
In 1940, he branched out 
and built a dairy plant in 
Gravenhurst but to his sur-
prise, his products were not 
selling there as well as they 
were in other markets.  
According to his son John, 
the reason for the disap-
pointing sales volume in 
Gravenhurst is a typical 
Canadian story.  
“The Gravenhurst hockey 
team and the Sutton hockey 
team (the Green Shirts) 
were rivals and we found 
out that the reason the Sut-
ton Dairy in Gravenhurst 
wasn’t doing so well was 
because the people in 
Gravenhurst wouldn’t buy 
anything with the Sutton 
name on it. So, the name 
was changed to the Briar’s 
Dairy and Creamery,” he 
said.  
At the height of its success, 
the Briar’s Dairy employed 
approximately 90 people 
and was winning top hon-
ours in butter and creamery 
contests around the world.  
A visit to the History Room at the Briars 
Resort reveals an impressive assortment of 
ribbons and awards certifying that the butter 
and cream manufactured at the Briar’s 
Dairy in Sutton was the best in the world.  
When Jack Sibbald died in 1960, his son 
John took over the business and ran it until 

it closed down in 1989. But the memory of 
it still lives on in a collection of photos, 
artifacts and memorabilia on display at the 
Briars Resort. The family also rescued one 
of the old milk wagons which John Sibbald 
hopes one day to recondition. It could serve 
as a nostalgic reminder to all who remem-
ber when... 
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Remember when… 

Top Photo: 
John Sibbald 
sifts through 
old photos of 
the Briar’s 
Dairy.  
 
Bottom Photo: 
The Briar’s 
Dairy won 
dozens of local, 
national and 
international 
awards for its 
butter and 
cream. A dis-
play of those 
awards hang in 
the Sibbald 
History room 
at the Briars 
Resort.  
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The panel discussion on Sunday, May 29 at 
St. George’s Church at Sibbald Point will 
kick off the 2011 summer season of events 
there. The theme “Faith in Fifty Years” will 
focus the discussion with four panellists. For 
more information call (905) 722-3626.  
 

The 3rd Annual Military Day will be held at 
the Georgina Military Museum in Keswick on 
Sat. May 28 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Local returning soldiers will be recognized 
for their contributions in Afghanistan plus 
much, much MORE.  
 

A Jack & Jill for Stephanie Edwards and 
Andrew Smockum will be held on Sat. May 
28 at the Egypt Hall. Doors open at 8:00 pm. 
Tickets $10 per person.  
 

The Virginia United Church invites you to a 
covenanting service on Sunday, May 29 at 
9:15 a.m. to welcome Alex Constable as Stu-
dent Minister.  
 

The Georgina Dragon Club wants you to 
come out to the Boston Pizza dock in Kes-
wick on Tues. May 31 at 6:45 p.m. to give 
Dragon Boat paddling a try.  
 

Club 55 in Keswick: May 27 and June 24—
Rama Trip $2. June 2—Nine Hole Golf 

Tournament at Orchard Beach Golf Club. 
Register before May 26. June 10—Seniors’ 
BBQ. Tickets $5.  
 

The Queensville Players Musical Theatre’s 
Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Wed. June 1 at 7:00 p.m. at the Georgina Art 
Centre and Gallery in Sutton. All welcome.  
 

Georgina’s Off Leash Dog Park is hosting a 
fundraising a garage sale on Sat. June 3 from 
8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Keswick Home 
Hardware parking lot. Garage sale space 
available for $10. Email: tigg1974@yahoo.com 
 

The 5th Annual Blue Bridge Festival gets 
underway at the Georgina Pioneer Village on 
Friday, June 3 at 7:30 p.m. Enjoy an evening 
of eclectic performances by local talent. Call 
(289) 470-1099 or visit www.bluebridgefestival.com 
for all details of the three day event. Volun-
teers needed.   
 

June 3 is the entry deadline for the Georgina 
Idol Competition. Call (905) 476-1475.  
 

Sift through a Giant Garage Sale at the Sut-
ton-by-the-Lake Clubhouse on Sat. June 4 
between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  
 

Beaverton Antique 7 Collectibles Show and 
Sale on Sat. June 4, 10-5 and Sun. June 4 

10—4 at the Beaverton Community Centre.  
 

The Parent Council of Sutton Public School is 
holding a Lot Sale on Sat. June 4 starting at 
8:00 a.m. Space is $20. All welcome.  
 

Cooke’s Cemetery in Pefferlaw Decoration 
Day Service, Sun. June 5, at 2:00 p.m. Call 
(705) 437-1804 for details. 
 

Organizers of the ArtXtreme event, in con-
junction with the Dinah Christie Celebrity 
Challenge to be held on June 11 and 12, is 
looking for volunteers. Call (905) 722-9587 
for more details.  

 Coming Events & Announcements 

FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE 
Pefferlaw. Experienced, reliable, low num-
bers, healthy snacks/lunch, family fun at-

mosphere. Dedicated to the development of 
your children. Special needs  

welcome. Call (705) 513-0220 
 

FOR SALE  
Hammond electric organ with bench. Price 
$500. White Zigzag sewing machine with 
seat. Price $100. Call (905) 722-3636 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
River Garden Restaurant now hiring for all 

positions. Call (705) 437-1100.  

CLASSIFIED ADS 


