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Jackson’s Point/Sutton Draft Plan unveiled for public comment
Updating a plan that dates back to 1994,
the Town of Georgina held an Open House
at Georgina Trades Training Inc. Monday
evening which unveiled a new draft secondary plan for Sutton and Jackson’s Point
which focuses on the protection of significant natural features and preventing urban
sprawl.
According to Harold Lenters, Director of
Planning and Building for the Town of
Georgina, the draft plan incorporates recently introduced policies and legislation
by the Ontario government such as the
Greenbelt, Places to Grow and the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan together with the
requirements of the York Region Official
Plan which was released in December
2009.
“So the biggest change, when you see this
plan is, it’s much bigger and more detailed
in terms of meeting the requirements because the upper tier plans and policies are
more prescriptive in terms of policies and
things we have to include,” he said.
He said a significant change in the new
draft secondary plan includes an environmental greenland system to protect sensitive key natural heritage and hydrological
features from development. (The grey areas on land on the map above.)
“The difference is we have taken the steps
to basically say, we’ve defined where no

$224,900.00

development can take place.”
Mr. Lenders also said the new draft plan
incorporates the province’s regulation pertaining to development within existing

way to minimize greenfield expansion and
urban sprawl,” he said adding, no changes
have been made to the limits of the serviced area boundaries.

built areas. This regulation will mean between 25 and 30 per cent of new development must be within the growth areas determined by the province.
“Dalton Road is an example of an area that
could support intensification and that is a

Mr. Lenters said to date feedback on the
plan has been positive and given there are
no delays in the process, a final version of
the draft plan could be presented to council
by the end of June for their approval.

$224,900.00
For this charming home. Features large eat-in
kitchen, living room with Napoleon gas fireplace. 3 bedrooms and a combo bath/laundry
room. Well looked after home. Nothing to do but
move in and just steps to the lake.
Call or email me for more information.
Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211
or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract

Sales Representative

Teresa Millar
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Letter to the Editor
Highway 404 extension a
double-edged Sword
Articles condemning Hwy
404 are only one-half correct.
We do need an improved
highway in order to serve an
expanding community but
not at the expense of high
quality forests, river tributary
source areas, not to mention
class 1, 2 and 3 farmlands.
Some day in the future we
will regret the loss of these
resources, their benefits in
carbon sequestration, oxygen
production, and wildlife habitats. I have had several discussions with the Minister of
Transportation over two of
these forests south of Boag
Road which could have been
avoided with more consideration for resource than the
quest for a near-perfect highway alignment. These two
forests represent the last of
high quality Climax or Subclimax forest types which are
treasured in the ranking of
Great Lakes – Saint Lawrence Forest Associations, as
any Forester would know. In
repeated consultation with
the Minister my wishes for a
simple translocation of the
route 300 metres westward
would have preserved this
magnificent stand, all of its
interior species, and the adjacent source waters of the
Maskinonge River. At a time
when governments and Conservation Authorities are attempting to preserve forests
and source water areas, howling about misuse, establishing committees to rehabilitate
wetlands and disconnected
forests, we are going to stand
by and witness the destruction of yet another irreplaceable forest. The Woodbine
corridor, by the way, was too
expensive for MTO to expropriate, and forested land unfortunately is cheap. How-

ever oxygen production and
carbon sequestration are not
cheap issues today. A recent
report by the Credit Valley
Conservation Authority and
Pembina Institute discovered
that an Ontario watershed’s
forests, wetlands, and wildlife provides more than $237
million annually in manmade water and wastewater
treatments alone. No wonder
people today are half-hearted
about the future. Critics are
right in this respect, we are
doomed by a government that
preaches wise use of the resource in public forums, but
refuses to carry out these
principles on the land they
impact.
John Stephen Hicks,
Director, York Woodlands
Association
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Waabgon celebrates Biodiversity Day

May 22 is Biodiversity Day and 24
students at Waabgon Public School
on Georgina Island
celebrated the
bounty of Mother
Earth on Wednesday, May 19 by
donning rubber
gloves and picking
up refuse along the
island’s shoreline.
Local area forester,

Chris Gyan explained the concept
of biodiversity to
the students with a
power point presentation and island
resident, Delores
Charles gave a cultural tutorial detailing the importance
of caring for and
protecting Mother
Earth from harm.
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MGPS students get hearts pumping

More than 300 students from
Morning Glory Public School
took time out last week to
Jump Rope for Heart, a fundraising event to support the
Canadian Heart and Stroke
Foundation.
According to Ms. Gail Treas-

ure, Kindergarden to Grade 6
students traditionally raise in
excess of $10,000 on an annual
basis.
“In the past eight years our
Jump Rope for Heart event has
raised $75,000,” she said.
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Septic bed inspections on the way
Property with private septic
systems located within 100
metres of a shoreline that impacts Lake Simcoe will be priority targets when the Ontario
government’s mandatory septic
system inspection regulation is
passed later this year.
According to Stephanie Costantino, Policy Advisor for the
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing, this proposed
amendment to the Ontario
Building Code is part of the

Figure 1
Ontario government’s commitment to clean up Lake Simcoe
under the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.
In Figure 1, the light grey areas
indicate priorities in phase one
of the proposed regulation and
property owners within 100
metres of the lake and its tributaries in those regions can expect mandatory inspections to
begin as early as January 1,
2011 once the regulation has
been passed. Inspections in
these areas are to be completed

within five years of that date.
The dark grey areas surrounding the lake in Figure 1, identify properties within 100 metres of the lake shoreline and its
tributaries that are considered
priorities in phase two of the
regulation. These properties
will be subject to mandatory
inspection of their septic systems beginning January 1, 2016
with a five year completion
date.
Ms. Costantino says individual

Legend
Priority (Phase 1)
Phase 2

municipalities will be responsible for conducting the inspections and property owners will
be required to bring their systems up to code if they do not
meet specifications.
The comment period for the
proposed regulation ends on
May 28 at which time, Ms. Costantino says, comments will be
taken into consideration and the
final proposed regulation will
be submitted for government
approval before the summer
recess.
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The search for the next Georgina Idol

 Life Insurance

Calling all soloists!
The seventh edition of the
Georgina Idol competition gets
underway on Sunday, June 6 at
the Stephen Leacock Theatre in
Keswick where open auditions
will launch the search for Georgina’s next singing sensation.
In its seventh year of production, the Georgina Idol competition gives teens between the
ages of 13 and 18 an opportunity to strut their stuff in hopes
of winning a $1,000 cash prize
at the Sutton Fair this year.
According to organizer Tammi
Roberts, Georgina is a pool
deep in talent when it comes to
finding contestants.
“There is an extremely high
amount of talent locally and
I’ve been so impressed with the
calibre,” she said. “I’ve been
blown away by a lot of them.”
An alumna of the Georgina Idol
competition who has gone on to
pursue a career in music is Bernadette Connors. She released

her first solo album in July last
year and is set to release a new
album with her band Median
later this summer.
Ms. Roberts said all eligible
teens who are permanent residents of Georgina are invited to
the audition where judges will
choose 10 finalists to compete
on the opening night of the
155th edition of the Sutton Fair
and Horse Show. Cash prizes of
$1,000, $300 and $200 for the
top three performances will be
donated by the Georgina Chamber of Commerce.
The auditions will start at 10:00
a.m. and pre-registration with a
$10 fee is a requirement.
Registration forms are available
through the Town office, all
libraries, youth centres, the
Georgina Arts Centre and local
high schools. They can also be
downloaded from the town
website at
www.town.georgina.on.ca
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Junior Farmers — a misnomer of community service
What started out in 1944 as a male dominated organization for youth involved in
farming activities has since become an all
inclusive service club for young people
who want to make a difference in their
community.
And they do it with bushels of enthusiasm
and community spirit.
Claire Bunnik, 24, is the president of the
group and Meghan Somerville, 23, is a
club member. Claire grew up on a farm in
Georgina, but Meghan, also a Georgina
resident, didn’t.
“We tend to focus on agriculture, but we
don’t have to,” Meghan explains as she
ticks off the dozens of activities the group
is involved in which don’t involve agriculture. “It really is a rural youth networking
group working for the betterment of the
community,” she says.
The two women take pride in the fact that
the Junior Farmers’ Association of Ontario
began with the York Chapter more than 60
years ago. Today, its membership is comprised of young people aged 15 to 29 who
attend monthly meetings to organize fundraising events for charity and interact on a
social level.

“We make the best friendships with people
from all over Ontario and we have a lot of
fun,” says Claire adding, the volunteering
they do doesn’t seem like work when done
with friends.
In the past the York Junior Farmers have
conducted food drives for cereal and peanut butter for the food bank, adopted a
road, participated in environmental events,
held battery drives and are involved in
disseminating information to increase
awareness around the importance of agriculture in a rural setting.
But most important to both Claire and
Meghan is the positive impact their involvement has had on their personal development.
“That is part of the mandate of Junior
Farmers, to build future rural leaders
through self-help and community betterment,” Claire says.
“And that is really great to see because not
everyone comes into Junior Farmers being
outgoing but because everyone is very
supportive you see a lot of people come
out of their shells and do things they would
never have dreamed of doing,” adds
Meghan.

Blue Bridge Festival expands scope
Four years ago, artistic director Brenda
Muller had a vision to celebrate the diversity of contemporary classical music in
Georgina. Since then, she has used the image of a local landmark with extensive marquee value to expand her vision into the far
reaches of York Region.
This year, the 4th Annual Blue Bridge Festival will include iconic venues in Unionville, Newmarket and Georgina and will
bring together an eclectic mix of local musicians, poetry readers and entertainers.
The festival is presented by the folks at
Ardeleana Music and the 2010 program for
this three day event will include folk, jazz,
classical, blues, hillbilly jazz and Celtic
music and song.
“Brenda does a marvelous job,” said Nick
Morcinek, a member of the festival’s organizing committee. “She is driven by artistic
vision and the quality of this event is excellent.”
Mr. Morcinek says the line-up this year is a
reflection of some very talented musicians
from local communities who will be featuring their own work.
“The event we have lined up for Jackson’s
Point will be a collection of exclusively
local performers doing their own material,”

he said. “And, it is nice to have an event
where the performers are expected to do
their own thing.”
Georgina residents will recognize the talents of Bernadette Connors, Kevin Fullbrook, Sly Violet, Georgina Jazz, Magoo,
the Ardeleana Trio, Ed Winacott and the
Wolfgang Brothers among others.
The show begins on Friday, June 4 with an
Opening Caberet at Cayley Hall in Roches
Point.
On Saturday, June 5, audiences are invited
to bring a lawn chair to the Band Shell in
Jackson’s Point where Kevin Fullbrook will
host Bernadetter Connors, Sly Violet, Georgina Jazz and the Wolfgang Brothers. A
selection of poetry by the Blue Bridge Festival poets will also be in the offering.
New in the line up this year is a Founder’s
Day Walk and Costume Contest in Newmarket and an Opera-on-the-Pond and Canoe Ballet taking place on Toogood Pond in
Unionville.
A complete program of festival events and
ticket information can be found on the Blue
Bridge Festival website
www.ardeleanamusic.com/bluebridge or by
calling (289) 470-1099.

The life skills the members develop do not
come from an “all work and no play” environment. In fact, interclub competitions are
events most members look forward to
most.
These include sporting contests, artistic
and cultural endeavours, baking competitions, social challenges and races.
“At the Autumn Profile we compete in hay
bale races by stacking hay bales and driving excavator equipment and tractors
through obstacle courses,” said Claire.
“These are the fun events that we all look
forward to and you see people you haven’t
seen since the last event.”
With family farms all but disappearing
from the rural landscape, both Meghan and
Claire are determined to grow their membership and make the York Junior Farmers
a viable and active club for young adults
and teens who want to be involved in their
communities.
“It’s a nurturing and safe environment
where you can develop life long friendships and have fun while sharing a common goal,” says Meghan. “It all comes
down to friendship and as a group what
you can accomplish.”

We make your
Summer Vacation
worry free!
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Tennyson Tidbits
We send our heartfelt congratulations out to John and
Rosslyn Hastings as the couple celebrates their 50th Wedding Anniversary on June 4.

brated his birthday on May 8.
Cheers Elliott. Hope it was a
good one.

We also want to extend birthday greetings to Nancy HenThe Pefferlaw Ice Pad Com- derson who will celebrate her
mittee held their Annual Gen- birthday on May 28.
eral Meeting recently to update local area residents on the We send very special birthday
wishes to Frank Matt who
rink’s first year of operation
and elect a new executive. The will celebrate his 90th birthday with family and friends at
new PIP executive is: Dave
Harding, Chair; Joanne Cutler, the Sutton Legion on Saturday, May 22. There will be an
Secretary; and John Drummond, Treasurer. The commit- open house there from 2:00 to
tee discussed issues regarding 5:00 pm.
the scheduled use of the facil- Condolences go out to Peter
ity at the beginning of the sea- Westwood and his family on
son but felt those issues had
the recent passing of his wife,
“trailed off” once everyone
Dolly Westwood.
knew the schedule. The comWe would also like to extend
mittee said it must also deal
our sincere sympathy to Pat
with ice deterioration caused
Gooderham and family on the
by the sun.
sudden passing of her husHappy Birthday wishes go out band, John on May 16.
to Elliott Cullen who cele-
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York Region Senior Games
Georgina is one of nine
municipalities competing
in more than 20 events
during the York Region
Senior Games.
The six-week event runs
from May 4 to June 15
and is being staged at various venues across the region.
To date, Georgina seniors
have swept the podium in
the ladies 9-ball pool
event with Charlotte Widdifield picking up the
gold; Marlene Hollett winning silver; and Barb Belliveau taking the bronze.
Georgina participants
were also top winners in
the shuffleboard tournament with partners Nancy
Reid and Don Waldie
taking the gold; Al Leslie
(Aurora) and Norman
Felton from Georgina
winning silver and Jim
Johnson and Barry Knox
winning Bronze.

(Above) Doris Steel (right) and
George Gibson (left) compete
against each other during a shuffleboard competition at the Sutton
Arena as part of the York Region
Senior Games.
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Butterfly garden at Keswick High
School gets buy-in from student body
A project of the Maskinonge
River Recovery Project, the
new butterfly garden recently
created on the borders of Keswick High School to assist in
refurbishing a stream that
flows into the river, will also
raise the ecological IQ of the
neighbourhood, says York
Environmental Stewardship
volunteer, Lorrie Mackness.
The garden, which contains
over 600 small plants and
shrubs was designed to support the four stages of a butterfly’s life cycle and has received buy-in from local residents and high school students
alike.
“The general concept is, the
more people that are aware of
the value and the effort that
has been put into protecting
the natural environment the
more they are likely to coexist with it and respect it and

even do something to help,”
Mr. Mackness said.
With $10,000 worth of funding from the Lake Simcoe
Clean-up Fund, Mr. Mackness
said the 6,000 sq. ft. garden
planted on Earth Day, represents a project worth $50,000
once all of the donated materials and volunteer labour is
factored into the cost.
“There were at least 150 high
school students involved in
the planting and probably 600
students came out to watch.
We had seven or eight residents from the community and
Boston Pizza came with some
discounted pizzas. It was
great,” he said.
The butterfly garden represents one of 15 planting projects the Maskinonge River
Recovery committee is stewarding this summer.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Trend for green, ergonomically correct furniture wave of future
Meet Lynne Lemieux and Sandra Gosse—a
dynamic duo that has joined the business
community on High St. in Sutton.
Lynne is the president of Alliance Interiors—an up-scale commercial interior design shop that prides itself in providing
interior solutions to corporate and institutional customers. WARNING!! Lynne’s
optimism, enthusiasm and fearlessness are
infectious.
As Lynne’s project manager, Sandra has a
wealth of business experience and creative
savvy in her own right and between the two
of them, clients are bound to get more than
they bargained for in friendly service and
expertise.
Lynne, a Metis native from Sault St.
Marie, started her company in 2007 and
opened the Sutton office in February of this
year. She has a client base of both corporate
and institutional customers that stretches
from Thunder Bay to Ottawa and her company is certified by the Federal government
as an official Aboriginal supplier under the
procurement strategy for Aboriginals.
According to Lynne, Alliance Interiors is a
one-stop-shop for businesses that want to
create a safe and efficient work environment where people can be both productive
and happy in their work.
“We create environments that make sense,”
Lynne says. “It could be anything from
retirement homes, dorms, colleges, car
dealerships to lobbies, boardrooms and
home offices,” she says.
But, she isn’t just another designer for corporate Ontario nor is she a typical supplier
of office and institutional furniture. She
focuses on green products that are ergonomically correct, made in Canada and also
meet the corporate goals and needs of her
clients. “We provide solutions and grow
with our clients and essentially become a
business partner,” she says. “Our competitive edge is that we carry products that are

green-guard
President,
certified which Lynne Lemeans they
mieux (right)
will never hit a and Project
landfill.”
Manager,
Lynne has been Sandra
in the business Gosse (left)
since 1986 and create envigets involved
ronments
in her clients’ that make
companies
sense from
when they go their new
through a
Alliance Inmerger, when teriors office
they want to
on High St.
downsize, relo- in Sutton.
cate or make
their businesses more efficient and productive.
“We address the new work environment
now with our furniture products. With computers changing now and everything going
wireless and people collaborating more, we
are encouraging more open planning and
products that suit that,” she said. “We
maximize the use of the space by providing
products that will save you money.”
She also says new trends in office interiors
include renewable products that come apart
to accommodate replacement parts instead
of replacing the entire piece and storage
components that double as seating or space
dividers.
A resident of Jackson’s Point for over 12
years, Lynne said her decision to open an
office in Sutton was based on her belief that
the business community will move north
over the coming years.
“I’ve got the best of both worlds here, we
work in an amazing environment and Sutton is very central to any market. There are
so many start-up companies locating north
of Highway 7 and a lot of them are moving
up here, especially home-based businesses.”
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Coming Events & Announcements

The Georgina Dragon Boat
Club is holding a fundraising
Yard Sale on Sat. May 22 at
the Community Living building on Park Rd. & 48.
Attend the Stephen Lewis
Foundation’s 5th Annual
Concert at St. Andrews
United Church in Beaverton
on Fri. May 28 at 7:30 p.m.
York Junior Farmers invite
youth 15-19 to join them for
their monthly meeting on
Sun. May 30 at 5:00 p.m. at
the Sutton Kin Hall.
Georgina’s 1st Dog Walk-aThon to raise money for the
future off-leash dog park will
be held on Sun. May 30 from
10 am to 1 pm at the Sutton
Fairgrounds.
The Georgina Chamber of
Commerce is hosting their
20th Annual Golf Tournament at the Briar’s Golf Club
on Fri. June 4. Call (905)
476-7870 for details.
Stop by the Sutton-By-The
Lake Clubhouse from 8:00
am to 12:00 pm on Sat. June
5 for their Giant Garage

Sale in support of Southlake
Hospital and local charities.
Over 35 dealers will be on
hand at the Beaverton Antique & Collectibles Show
& Sale on Sat. June 5 (10-5)
and Sun. June 6 (10-4) at the
Beaverton Thorah Community Centre. Proceeds will
support the Beaver River
Museum.
The Peter Gzowski Library
in Sutton presents a presentation by the Junior Farmers’
Association on June 5 from
1:00 to 2:00 pm.
Cooke’s Cemetery in Pefferlaw will host their annual
Decoration Day on Sunday,
June 6 at 2:00 p.m. Weather
permitting, service will be
held outside. Bring chairs.
St. George’s Anglican
Church in Sibbald Point will
host its 8th Annual Lakeside
Music Concert series beginning Sun. June 6 at 3:00 p.m.
For information call (705)
437-2993.
Sutton Legion Branch 356

will be holding the annual DDay parade & service on Sun.
June 6 at 1:30 pm from Dalton Rd. to Briar Hill cemetery
The Georgina Arts Centre
presents a symposium event
entitled “How to Use the
Internet to Market your Art”
on Thurs. June 10 from 7:00
to 9:00 p.m. Free admission.
The Annual Seniors’ BBQ
for ALL Georgina seniors
will be held at Club 55 in
Keswick on Fri. June 11 at
noon. Tickets in advance are
$5. Call (905) 476-9972 for
details and bring a lawn chair.
The Sutton Big Bike for
Stroke event for the Heart &
Stroke Foundation will be
held on Sat. June 12. Teams
of 29 ride Canada’s only 30
seat bike for charity. Call
(905) 853-6355 for details.
Sandalwood Stables, 6674
Smith Blvd. in Baldwin is
hosting their 4th Annual
Fundraising BBQ on June 12
at 5:00. Silent auction, entertainment & more.

CLASSIFIED ADS
HOME DAY CARE
Fun learning TLC environment, large
yard, healthy lunch & snacks. Qualified
ECE teacher. Receipts available.
Call (705) 437-2162
Eavestrough cleaning and protection
system installed. Fast service and
reasonable rates. Free estimates.
Call Eric (705) 437-4634 Pefferlaw
FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE—PEFFERLAW
Safe, loving and educational. Large
play area. Nutritious menu. Reliable
and experienced. Special needs
welcome. Call (705) 513-0220
PAINTING SERVICES
H. Hirstwood Painting — Decks,
Fences, Interior and Exterior. Free
Estimates. Call ((705) 437-3425.
FOR SALE—Crosley fridge. Excellent
condition, 22 cu. ft. full working order.
Asking $300. 4 oak kitchen chairs,
asking $50. Call (705) 437-3818.
SEARCHING for other LADY MOTORCYCLISTS in Georgina and surrounding
area interested in getting together for a
periodic “Girls Day Out” on the bikes.
Dates/times/destinations TBA. Reply to
Motorcyklemama@aol.com

