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Pefferlaw River Canoe Run for charity

(Photo above) Gillian Harding and Norm Erickson from
Markham were the first of 56 watercraft to reach the finish
line at the Pefferlaw dam. They were joined by George
Duguay and Eileen Rea (below) of Toronto moments later.

The Udora Leaskdale
Lions Club has been
sponsoring the Pefferlaw River Canoe Run
on the first Saturday in
May for years— and
donating the entry fees
to not-for-profit organizations.
This year the 14 kilometre run raised close
to $2,500 before expenses and the net total
will be donated to the
Georgina Arts Centre
and Gallery in Sutton.
The event attracted 56
watercraft including an
inflatable raft that was
manned by five paddlers.
The club awards the top
three teams bringing in
the most pledges with a
prize. This year Blaine
LaLonde’s team, Rachel Harding’s team
and Lewis Shepherd’s
team were able to
choose among a sunset
cruise with Jerry Clayton, a $200 Bass Pro
certificate and a $100
Canadian Tire certificate.

Funds missing from
Georgina Minor Hockey
Association
The Georgina Minor Hockey Association (GMHA) called in York Regional
Police (YRP) to investigate nearly
$20,000 that has been identified as missing from the organization’s treasury.
According to Sgt. Gary Phillips, YRP
officers were called to the Georgina Ice
Palace to investigate a reported theft on
April 18 and interviewed board members at the time.
Angela Jamieson, responsible for Public
Relations for the GMHA, confirmed that
an investigation into the missing funds is
ongoing and board members are cooperating fully with police.
“We addressed it at our Annual General
Meeting and it is a sizeable amount so
we have put it into the hands of the police,” she said adding, “It is more than
what a group of volunteers could handle.”
Earlier this year, the GMHA hired an
administrator to take over the day to day
administration of the organization’s affairs and it was this individual that
brought the discrepancy to the attention
of the board, said Ms. Jamieson.
“We have over 1,000 kids and between
$700,000 and $800,000 that goes
Continued on page 3...

REQUIRE SOMETHING BIG?
Well, here it is—big lot, big paved driveway
and paved side parking lot, big private backyard, big home. Three or four bedrooms up
and two down, big finished basement and
loads of storage spaces throughout this open
concept home.

Listed at $389,900.00.
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com

2

Letter to the Editor
Before Georgina Town Council
decides on a course of action
which will impact on the lives and
pocketbooks of our town’s residents, it is incumbent upon them to
seek the best quality input obtainable from said residents. This is a
truism found in any basic course
on policy formulation. If government policy is to meet the mark,
continuous consultation with the
end user is required.
Held to such a benchmark, the
procedural bylaws for citizen input
in the policy making process in
Georgina can only be termed as
primitive. Whatever the councillors or staff may say about how
important they consider citizen
participation in the decision making process, this sentiment is contradicted by the rules they follow.
They do adhere to holding public
meetings that are required under
the Ontario Municipal Act. But if
one wants to speak on an agenda
item of the Committee of the
Whole, it will require the benevolent condescension of the majority
of council members.
Their credo with respect to community consultation seems to be
citizen inpput if necessary, but
only if necessary. They don’t seem
to understand the value of solid
community engagement in the
work they have been elected to do.
This is not the case in any of the
other municipalities of York Region. The majority of our
neighbours are allowed through
bylaw, not council fiat, to speak on
an agenda item by signing in on
the day of, or at the meeting, while
all others require just a few days
notice.
Even if Georgina Council deigns
an individual or group worthy to
speak in those hallowed chambers,
their agenda setting procedures
seem skewed to reduce such input
to complaints or praise. Perhaps
that is the value they place in citizen participation: letting folks
have their say and then go away.
Maybe that is why they publish
their Committee of the Whole
agenda on the Friday before the
Monday meeting. This precludes
the receipt of serious analysis on
agenda items from people who are
knowledgeable and care about the
issue at hand.
In contrast, the City of Vaughan
publishes their Committee of the

Whole Agenda ten days before the
meeting, giving groups/
individual(s) time to do their research so that their input can be
meaningful. They also refrain from
adding addenda to the agenda at
the last moment unless it is a genuinely urgent matter that needs to
be brought forward immediately.
But in the deep woods of Georgina, addenda often are proffered
at the last moment.
Perhaps this is because Georgina
councillors feel stressed out like
the white rabbit in Alice in Wonderland of “I’m late; I’m late for a
very important date” fame. We all
know where that rabbit went.
Rather than going down any more
holes leading to indefensible law
suits, getting tax payers caught in
perpetuity between a ROC and a
hard place, or attempting to destroy the precious wetlands called
the North Gwillimbury Forest, why doesn’t his Worship and
Council recognize the value of
citizen engagement and change
their procedures accordingly?
Rev. Jim Keenan, Pefferlaw
(Editor’s Note…)
Rev. Keenan makes a good point.
I’ve often wondered about this myContinued on Page 3...
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Police investigate missing hockey money
Continued from page 1.
through our account every
year. It is really a business and
too big for volunteers to handle because there is a lot of
work involved,” she said.
Hiring an administrator to help
out with
the workload has
been something the
organization has been discussing for some time Ms.
Jamieson said, and after discussing the issue with other
sports clubs, the board agreed
to open it up as a contract position.

And now that the administrator
has brought the missing funds
to light, Ms. Jamieson said the
decision to hire her, “has obviously proven to be a good
choice.”
Ms. Jamieson said she could

not comment on who might be
responsible for the missing
money or how it went missing.
“It is in the hands of the police
right now so in all fairness to
everyone involved, I can’t
really speak to it,” she said.

Editor’s Note: Continued from page 2.
self. The agenda for upcoming
council meetings isn’t posted
until the Friday before the
Monday meeting yet, residents who want to make a
deputation or speak to an

agenda item must let the clerk
know by Wednesday—two
days before they even know
what is on the agenda. Seems
like we have the cart before
the horse here. KW
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Resident wants investigations

 Life Insurance

Kristina Toomey from Keswick
isn’t going to let things slide.
With the tenacity of a pit bull Ms.
Toomey is nipping at the heels of
staff at the Civic Centre to move
forward with two investigations
surrounding improper procedure
and behaviour allegations.
Ms. Toomey is requesting two
separate, third-party investigations
be conducted to determine (1) if
Mayor Rob Grossi breached the
Municipal Conflict of Interest Act
during closed meeting council
discussions which led to the controversial indemnification by-law
passed on November 21, 2011 and
(2) if he contravened the town’s
own Code of Conduct with public
statements made in a Letter to the
Editor published in the February
10 issue of the Pefferlaw Post and
the recent treatment of a resident
in council chambers.
“He has to take ownership of his
actions and I am not going to
sweep this under the rug. His actions and the way he speaks to
people of the town through published letters and Mr. McClure in
council proves that he is a loose
cannon,” she said. “I think council

should be doing something on our
behalf.. I don’t know why they
don’t see what we see but they
keep dancing around and no one
wants to take this on,” she said.
Ms. Toomey’s investigation request to determine if the Municipal
Conflict of Interest was breached
is now in the hands of Local Authority Service Inc. (LAS), a subsidiary of the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) to
which the Town of Georgina pays
annual dues.
According to CAO Winanne Grant
this process could take a couple of
months.
Ms. Grant also said she is moving
forward with the Code of Conduct
investigation which is conducted
in three phases, the first of which
is to have Ms. Toomey meet with
Mr. Grossi to try and resolve the
issue before a third-party facilitator is called in.
Ms. Toomey says based on the
way Mr. Grossi has conducted
himself in the past she is not willing to meet with him without a
lawyer and wants to proceed to
step three of the process which
involves a third-party facilitator.
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Water and sewer rates to go up
A staff report recommending
that water rates rise by 11.2
per cent and sewer rates go up
by 5 per cent was presented to
the Georgina Committee of
the Whole at Monday’s meeting on May 7.
Treasurer Rebecca Mathewson
said the increases were necessary due to the increasing
costs of treating waste water
and purchasing water from the
Region of York.
Council sent the report back to
staff for some clarification but
if the recommendations are
passed by council at a later
date it will mean that $7.92
million will be raised through
water and sewer billings in
2012 of which $5.16 million
will be paid to the Region of
York for water and waste water treatment.
For the average homeowner
who uses 65 cubic metres of
water and waste water treat-

ment, their bill will rise from
$183.90 to $197.55 every
quarter—($90.35 for water
and $96.20 for sewer usage
plus an $11 per quarter flat
rate).
Ms. Mathewson said 48 per
cent of the cost of providing
water and sewer services is
comprised of direct costs
billed by York Region.
The $5.16 million sent to York
Region to pay for water and
water treatment is in addition
to the $23.1 million the Town
of Georgina will pay to York
Region in 2012 for other services to the town such as roads
and snow plowing services.
Ms. Mathewson said water
and sewer rates have been
increasing steadily over the
years and last year residents
were presented with
“significant” increases: 14.7
per cent for water and 13.7 per
cent for sewer usage.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Congratulations to
Grant Verdoold on his
recent installation as the
pastor of the
Cedardale
Church of
the Nazarene in Pefferlaw.
The Port Bolster Hall Board
sends a hearty Thank You to
the Belvedere, the Cedar Point
Restaurant and Dorothy Shier
for their donation of prizes at
the Ham Supper.
Congratulations to the Buchner
Manufacturing Buccanneers.
They captured this year’s
championship in the Ladies’
Oakwood Hockey league. Excellent performance girls!
Happy Birthday greetings go
out to Elliott Cullen who turned

38 on May 8. Cheers kiddo.
While on holidays for two
weeks recently, I learned of
the passing of Charlie
Herrington (a.k.a. The Sheriff). He and his adult tricycle
with its orange flag waving
behind (this was before he
moved onto the scooter) were
such an icon on the streets of
the Jackson’s Point and Sutton area that I think Georgina
council should consider naming a roadway after him. His
heart and delightful community presence will long be
remembered.
With deep sorrow and sympathy, I extend my sincere condolences to the friends and
family of Trevor Warren of
Georgina Island. His engaging smile and generosity of
spirit will be sadly missed.
Rest in peace, Trevor.
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The Grate Groan Up Spelling Bee

Big smiles from the winners of
the 6th Annual Grate Groan Up
Spelling Bee sponsored by
Georgina Libraries last month. I
was on holidays so I wasn’t
able to attend but I hear 115
people attended the event at the
ROC Chalet and helped to raise
$12,000 for library programs.
The winning team above, Lindsay Damecour, Erin McQuaig

and Lorne Prince from CUPE
Capsaicinoids took home bragging rights when they correctly
spelled sommelier.
The prize for Best Costume
went to the Hunger Gamers
team of Joan Stonehocker, Rebecca Kopel and Roseanne
Rodgers from the York Region
Food Network who were sponsored by S&B Motors Keswick.
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Walk for Memories raises $10,600

Resort in Jackson’s Point on
Sunday, May 6.
Organizers said it was the first
time they tipped the $10,000
mark. The monies will assist
them in delivering services and
programs throughout the region
including a partnered day program in Keswick.
Congratulations to all volunteers, walkers and contributors.
A special note of recognition
Over 100 people helped to raise goes out to Ken Hackenbrook
who alone raised $3,300.
$10,600 for the Alzheimers
Society of York Region in their (Editor’s Note: If you didn’t
make the event you missed out
Annual Walk for Memories
event which began at the Briars on the best-ever butter tarts!)
(Left)
Little
Malcolm
Yates
and dad
Eric
join
walkers
above.
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Georgina Home Show
With 80-plus booths displaying everything from aerosols to windows, the more
than 1,600 visitors at the Georgina Home
Show last weekend had a great chance to
kick a few tires and meet the faces behind the logos.
And if you needed another Peter Van
Loan pen, the four-day event was the
place to get one (or two).
The Georgina Chamber of Commerce
sponsors the consumer show and traditionally hands out three awards to exhibitors for going above and beyond with
their displays.
Best booth in the Most Interactive category went to Kitchen Craft (photo below)
and the Most Innovative display
went to Lorraine Leonard Line
of Dolls and Daughters (photo
above). LaRue’s Haulage picked
up the Most Informative booth
and Jericho Youth Services won
for Best in Community Services
display.
Door prizes were handed out to
visitors and were donated by
Canadian Tire, Schell Lumber
Home Building Centre, Walmart
and The Salvation Army.
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PAR moves forward with picnic
Despite a little hiccup with
funding from the Town of
Georgina, executives with the
Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers (PAR) are moving forward with the annual Pefferlaw
picnic this year.
According to organizer Garry
Harpley the free fun and games
synonymous with the Pefferlaw Simcoe Day Family Picnic
(a.k.a the Family Day Picnic)
will take place at the Pefferlaw
Lions Community Centre on
the civic holiday on Monday,
August 6.
“The picnic is definitely moving forward despite the shortfall in funding from the town
and we are vowing that this
will be the biggest and best
picnic ever,” said Mr. Harpley.
The Pefferlaw Lions Club is
also moving forward with their
Antique and Classic Car Show
which is a major attraction of
the day with almost 200 cars
expected to be on display.

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu

“Things are coming together
very well for the Pefferlaw
Simcoe Day Family Picnic,”
said Mr. Harpley. “Planning is
ongoing and funding to date is
almost back to 2011 levels. We
are not quite there yet but so
far the results are encouraging.
Organizers are expecting attendance at the picnic to be over
2,000 with attendees coming
from across Georgina and Ontario.
Activities are free for everyone
and with contests and games
held for the kids and adults
alike. This year Wild Wings in
Pefferlaw will again sponsor
the popular hot wings contest,
there will be a watermelon
eating contest, rock painting,
live entertainment, a petting
zoo, bouncy castles, cow patty
bingo and more.
Anyone wanting to volunteer
or sponsor an event is invited
to contact Garry Harpley at
(705) 437-2945.
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New face of Pefferlaw Library
After more than 25 years as the face of the
Pefferlaw Library, Mary Scott has taken a
position at the Peter Gzowski Library in
Sutton and Pefferlaw now has a new personality behind the counter, Val Stevens.
Both women are helping cover the maternity leave of Krista Jorgensen in Sutton
who recently had a baby girl (congrats
Krista) and as a result their new positions
are temporary and will last about 12
months.
Val is a Bluenoser by birth but has spent
the majority of her 33 years gadding about
the globe as a stage manager for performing artists on tour.
But, equipped with a Masters degree in
Information from the University of Toronto she has also honed her librarian skills
with the Ottawa Public Library and the
Southern Ontario Library Service as an online e-resources course tutor.
Val says she has settled in Beaverton for
the time being and is comfortable in a
small town country setting on Lake Simcoe because it has long been a vacation
destination for her and her family.
“I enjoy Toronto but I think I would rather
visit there than live there. I was looking for

something a little less
hectic. The cottage
country aspect along
the lake is familiar to
me,” she said.
She has been a “heavy
library user” since she
was a child and does
not underestimate the
importance of the facility to small-town
rural residents.
“It really is important
as a community resource and not just for
books,” she says. It is
a public space for peo- Pefferlaw’s new librarian, Val Stevens is looking forward to
ple to meet and engage meeting and getting to know the patrons of the library as she
settles in to manage the facility for a year while Mary Scott fills
in activities.
in for a maternity leave in Sutton.
As an information
resource, Val says a
library should support the needs of the
feel to it. People come in and they know
community and she believes the Pefferlaw the people behind the desk and they have a
branch does that with a full complement of little chat. It’s nice and I really like having
the chance to get to know the people a
DVDs, CDs, computers and on-line resources including children’s programming little more.
“I’m enjoying it and we’re having a lot of
and reading materials.
“This has a small, tightly-knit community fun here.”
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Jack n’ Jill for Brian Myette and
Roni-Lee Broad on May 12 at the
Sutton Kin Hall. 8:00 p.m. start
and tickets at the door—$10.
Check out the Merchants Mall
English Tea & Quilt Show at St.
Andrews Church in Beaverton, Sat.
May 12 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m.

Coming Events & Announcements
Lake Simcoe Gardeners Pots and
Pies Plant and Bake Sale at the
Keswick United Church.
Mother’s Day Brunch at the ROC
on May 13 at 10:00 a.m. $22.50 for
adults, $10 for children 3-10 yrs.

On Sun. May 13 the Sutton Legion
will hold a Mother’s Day Breakfast from 9:00a.m. to noon. $5. All
2nd Annual Spring Extravaganza welcome.
at the Beacan Presbyterian Church
The Georgina Brock Garden Club
in Beaverton on May 12 at 7:00
will host their Annual Plant Auca.m. Pancake breakfast, yard sale,
tion on Mon. May 14 at the Wilfrid
silent auction and evening concert.
Hall at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $12.
The Lake Simcoe Gardeners will
Sat. May 12 at 9:30 a.m. is the
feature In Defence of Weeds at the

Keswick United Church on May 14 Tickets are on sale now for the
at 7:30 p.m.
Jack n’ Jill for Amy O’Neill and
Andrew Menezes to be held on Sat.
The Virginia United Church Yard
May 26. (705) 437-1977.
Sale starts at 8:00 a.m. on May 19
with a BBQ lunch.
Pefferlaw Lioness Purina Walk
for Dog Guides on Sun. May 27 at
Get set for ArtXtreme on Sat.
the Pefferlaw Lions Hall at 9:30
June 2 at the ROC. Tickets $10.
a.m. Call (905) 715-5980.
The Hike for Hospice starts at
Fish Fry Dinner at Keswick
1:00 at the ROC on Sun. June 3.
United Church on Sat. June 16
Georgina Historical Society prefrom 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. Call (905)
sents a Victorian Tea/Lunch at
476-5532.
the Georgina Pioneer Village on
Sun. June 10. Three sittings (12:00, Port Bolster Hall 50th Anniver1:00 & 2:00) Tickets $10 and sold sary Celebration on Sat. June 23
in advance. Call Melissa at (905)
at 1:00 pm. For info call (705) 437476-4301 ext.284.
1821.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

