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 Drug reform equivalent of “atomic bomb” 

Representatives from local pharmacies 
minced no words in describing what 
they consider an “atomic bomb on a 
profession” should proposed regula-
tory changes to the Ontario govern-
ment’s drug legislation come into ef-
fect this month.  
The pharmacists held an information 
session at the Stephen Leacock Centre 
on Wednesday, May 5 to discuss the 
impact of the proposed new regula-
tions on their profession and their cus-
tomers.  
“Let’s be clear. We all want to lower 
drug prices and we all agree that we 
want better value for the money the 
government is spending. But the way 
they have gone about it is absolutely 
ridiculous and I’m floored by it,” said 
Al Reyhany from the Sutton Apothe-
cary. “What this announcement and 
this legislation is, is an atomic bomb 
on a profession and it has absolutely 
floored me that a government would 
misrepresent facts to the public,” he 
said.  
Under the proposed changes, the On-
tario government wants generic drug 
companies to reduce their drug costs 
by half. However, according to the 
pharmacists, this would mean an 
elimination of professional allowances 
paid for by the generic companies to 

pharmacies which in turn use the 
money for patient benefit initiatives 
such as consultations, free delivery, 
insurance clarifications, blood pres-
sure monitoring, diabetic monitor-
training and physician contact on be-
half of the customer.  
The pharmacists believe they are at 
risk of having $750 million removed 
from pharmacy funding under the new 
plan resulting in a loss of between 
$200,000 and $300,000 per pharmacy. 
“The government believes that we are 
the easiest obstacle to bully and by 
removing our funding they can simply 
say they have cut drug prices and have 
brought greater value to health care,” 
said Brent Eustace of Eustace Pharma-
save in Jackson’s Point. 
According to Mr. Eustace, three 
“viable” proposals sketched out by a 
coalition of Ontario pharmacies which 
identified savings of $3 billion over 
three to four years were completely 
ignored by the government.  
“They completely ignored all three 
proposals we offered and stabbed us in 
the back by pushing this new one,” he 
said. “The government would not lis-
ten and refused to work as partners to 
intelligently reduce the cost without  
 
Continued on page 11...  
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Teresa Millar 
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract 

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 
Or you can visit www.teresamillar.com 

$229,900.00 
Regional forestry tracts, the river and Lake  

Simcoe are all part of Pefferlaw living in this 
2+1 bedroom all-brick backsplit. Large eat-in 

kitchen and living room have cathedral ceilings. 
Fireplace, luxurious Jacuzzi bathroom, finished 
basement, huge workshop with two walkouts to 

100 x 200 ft. lot with mature trees and  
gardens. Just listed and won’t last long!  

Pefferlaw Country Home 

Board restores library hours in 
Pefferlaw 

Pefferlaw Library users were successful in their 
bid to have the library’s hours restored after a 
recent special library board meeting in Keswick 
last month. 
A lobbying effort led by Wendy Hartman de-
manded the board restore four hours to the Peffer-
law Library that were eliminated last September 
in order to open the Keswick Library for three 
hours on Saturday mornings.  
Prior to making their decision to restore the hours 
in Pefferlaw, the library board considered a report 
which documented the usage of both the Peffer-
law and Keswick branches and passed a motion to 
restore the Pefferlaw hours and maintain the ex-
tended Saturday morning hours in Keswick.  
“This solution will acknowledge that we have 
heard and listened to the concerns of the Peffer-
law community while striving to meet the grow-
ing needs of the Keswick community,” said head 
librarian Mary Baxter in a report to the library 
board. “Staff will continue to monitor the usage of 
the Keswick branch through the summer to ascer-
tain whether the additional Saturday hours are 
used by the community during the arena off-
season.”  
Ms. Hartman said she was pleased with the deci-
sion to restore Pefferlaw hours and hopes that the 
board will conduct consultations with library us-
ers before any changes are made in the future.  
“Before any significant changes are made to its 
operation, I would hope that any such decisions 
would be based on information gathered from our 
community and the many different user groups,” 
Ms. Hartman said.  
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They’re breaking something so they can fix it 

Remember that old axiom “you 
don’t know what you’ve got 
until it’s gone”?  
Well in my case, I do know 
what I have in the deep-seated 
knowledge and expertise of my 
local pharmacist and I won’t be 
happy if the Ontario govern-
ment tinkers with that and I end 
up losing it.  
Long ago when my daughter 
was an infant I learned that my 
pharmacist was quite willing 
and very capable of counseling 
me on medications for her and 
treatments for common child-
hood mishaps and conditions.  
As a result, I got into the habit 
of calling my pharmacist first 
before automatically making a 
doctor’s appointment, which in 
the end, I almost never needed.  
I like the fact that I don’t have 
to get involved in onerous pa-
perwork to file drug plan bene-
fits and I was over the moon 
when I found out the druggist 
could contact my doctor to have 
a regular prescription refilled 
when it had run out. Huge sav-
ings in my time and the doctor’s 
time—not to mention the 
money which that intervention 
was saving OHIP.  
The pharmacists say the loss of 
professional allowances paid for 
by the generic drug companies 
for patient benefits like those 
I’ve described above will mean 
those services will either disap-
pear or they will start charging 
for them. The pharmacists say 
calls to Telehealth, at a cost to 
taxpayers of $32 per call, will 
increase dramatically because 
the pharmacist will no longer 
have time to assist customers 
with health care inquiries be-
cause they will have to reduce 
pharmacy staff.  
Well, to begin with, the govern-
ment could get rid of Telehealth 
altogether and it wouldn’t 
bother me a bit. The one and 
only time I tried that so-called 
service, I was put on hold and 
then told my call would have to 
be returned. I hung up, drove to 
the nearest hospital with a per-
son whose blood pressure was 

tipping the stroke level. By the 
time I got back home, I looked 
at the numbers on my telephone 
to see if Telehealth ever called 
back and they hadn’t. So the 
government can chalk that 
clever idea up with their other 
fiasco, e-health.  
The pharmacists say the govern-
ment is vilifying them and not 
telling the public the truth about 
why they are proposing changes 
to Ontario’s drug legislation.  
On this point I’m going to draw 
on my past experience with 
both sides to determine whose 
word I would trust most. Let’s 
see—the government (hmm) or 
my pharmacist (hmmmm)—that 
isn’t a tough one to figure out!  
Let’s face it. There is a lot of 
waste in our health care sector 
and I suggest a little forensic 
bookkeeping study within the 
Ministry of Health around some 
of its cockamamie ideas will 
reveal the savings they are try-
ing to find.  
Karen Wolfe, Editor  
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Annual Pefferlaw River Canoe Run 

Kayaker Mike Maye from 
Woodville made the 14 km 
journey down the Pefferlaw 
River from the Zephyr Sideroad 
to the Pefferlaw Dam in just 
over two hours during the 
Udora Leaskdale Lions Club 
Pefferlaw River Run on May 1.  
Mr. Maye was one of 74 cano-
ers and kayakers who made the 
run to raise money for Precious 

Minds, a camp in north Durham 
for children with mental and 
physical disabilities.   
The Lions Club has been orga-
nizing the run for almost 20 
years and has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars for local 
charities.  
This year pledges by partici-
pants totaled $2,400.00. 
 

Youths sought in paintball  
incident at bridge on Hwy. 48  
On Monday evening, May 3, 
York Regional Police (YRP) 
responded to a complaint by a 
motorist whose car had been hit 
by two paintball snipers hiding 
in the vicinity of the bridge on 
Highway 48 east of Pefferlaw 
Road.  
According to YRP Constable 
Gary Phillips, two detectives in 
an unmarked police car reported 
to the scene around 10:00 p.m.  
and also came under fire as two 
suspects pelted the police car 
with paintball pellets and then 
escaped before the officers 
could apprehend them.  
“These kids are shooting paint-
balls at cars as they pass by and 
probably don’t realize the seri-
ousness of their actions,” Const. 
Phillips said. “They need to be 
educated that it is a serious 
crime and a criminal offense.”  
Const. Phillips said if the driv-

ers of the target vehicles had 
lost control of their car, the sus-
pects could be facing weapons 
charges.  
“Right now it is mischief of 
property,” he said, adding, “a 
paintball gun is a paintball gun 
until it is either pointed at some-
one or is used as a weapon with 
the intent to use as a weapon.”  
The two detectives on the scene 
called in the canine unit to assist 
in a search for the suspects but 
were unable to apprehend them.  
Const. Phillips is asking com-
munity members who may have 
been victims of a paintball 
drive-by shooting on May 3 to 
notify police with a description 
of the suspects.  
“Or if anyone saw anything 
suspicious or kids running from 
the area, we would love to hear 
from them,” he said.  
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The community welcomes 
Nana Rosenberger to the posi-
tion of Executive Director of 
Hospice Georgina. Ms. Rosen-
berger is a long-term Sutton 
resident with 25 years of health 
and social services experience. 
Ms. Rosenberger took over the 
rains as the organization gets 
set to celebrate National Hos-
pice Week throughout the 
month of May.   
 

Congratulations to Egypt native 
Gwen Boniface (nee 
Smockum) who will move to 
New York City on May 17 to 
take a position with the United 
Nations. Gwen’s career in law 
enforcement has taken her to 
Orillia as the chief law enforce-
ment officer for the OPP and 
then on to Ireland where she 
worked for three years to help 
authorities there update their 
communications networks. Her 
position with the U.N. will re-
quire her to travel to West Af-
rica as she delivers on her man-
date to establish national police 
units to fight organized crime in 
Sierra Leone, Guinea Bissau, 
Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) and 
Liberia. “This is a remarkable 
opportunity,” Gwen told me 
and, “I was so blessed to work 
the last three years in Ireland 
and I look forward to working 
internationally again.” Gwen 
promises to stay in touch and 
share her experiences in the Big 
Apple and in West Africa so 
stay tuned.  
 

We hear Chief Armand La 
Barge will be retiring from his 

post as Chief of Police for York 
Regional Police at the end of 
this year. While we offer him 
our heartiest and most sincere 
best wishes for the future, we 
can’t help but feel the commu-
nity is losing a trusted and ex-
tremely capable leader. Cheers 
to you, Chief La Barge! (P.S. 
His replacement will be an-
nounced in November.)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Joe Zammit 
(left) and Don Waldie (right) 
upon winning the Sutton Arena 
Doubles Tournament on April 
20. The Georgina Shuffleboard 
Club begins playing all year 
long on Monday, May 17 at 
1:30 p.m. New members are 
welcome!  
 

We would like to congratulate 
Sylvia and Mark at the Udora 
General Store upon celebrating 
their first anniversary as the 
new owners of the store. Sylvia 
tells me she will be offering 
free coffee and donuts to her 
customers on Friday, May 14 to 
mark their first anniversary.  
 

We send belated Birthday 
wishes to Jane Clyde who cele-
brate her day on April 25. 
Cheers Jane! 
 

Happy Birthday wishes also go 
out to David Kortko who cele-
brated on May 4. Cheers David. 

Tennyson Tidbits 
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Home & Lifestyle show in Keswick 

Georgina Chamber of Com-
merce President and owner of 
AGF Home Inspections Al 
Fenton (centre) and his staff 
joined over 80 exhibitors last 
weekend during a three-day 
Home and Lifestyle Show 
held at the Keswick arena  on 
May 7, 8 and 9.  
Sponsored by the Georgina 

Chamber of Commerce, the 
show attracted hundreds of 
visitors as they sought out 
local area suppliers for home, 
cottage, family health, garden, 
leisure, financial, real estate 
and pet services.  
This year the show covered 
well over 11,000 sq. ft. of 
exhibit space.   

 Life Insurance 



6 

Morning Glory Public School 
was one of more than 2,000 
institutions nation-wide that 
participated in Music Mon-
day—an event that coordi-
nated the voices of over 
700,000 people as they sang 
the same song at exactly the 
same time across Canada.  
The event, staged by the Coa-
lition for Music Education in 
Canada on Monday, May 3, is 
intended to unite Canadians as 

they celebrate the importance 
of music in education.  
For the second year, the theme 
song for Music Monday was 
“Sing Sing,” written by multi 
Juno-award winning Canadian 
artist, Serena Ryder. 
This, the sixth annual simulta-
neous performance, was spon-
sored by Ticketmaster Canada 
which will donate $2,500 to 
10 schools across Canada to 
support music programs.  

Music Monday sing sing 



Cody Graham, 9, and his buddy 
Kyle Abel, 7,  were happy to 
do their part on Earth Day this 
year by scouring the roadside 
in  the Woodland Subdivision 
in Pefferlaw picking up litter. 
The two enterprising youths 
stopped by this editor’s home 
one afternoon and after confer-
ring with each other privately 
first, bravely asked “Are you 
the lady that takes the pictures 
for the paper?”  

On behalf of all of us here in 
the subdivision, thank you 
Cody and Kyle! Good Job!  
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Earth Day heroes clean-up 

GTTI Open House 
Georgina 
Trades Train-
ing Inc. 
board mem-
ber Barbara 
Sibbald, 80, 
(right) gets a 
lesson from 
Canadian 
Tire Series 
Nascar driver 
Anthony 
Simone, 30, 
(left) on how to quickly change 
a tire on his Chevrolet Monte 
Carlo Nascar.  
Ms. Sibbald competed in a pit 
crew powder puff event with 
three other team members in a 
race to change two tires on the 
CT Series race car.  
The pit crew challenge was part 
of day-long Open House activi-
ties featured at the GTTI on 
Baseline Rd. in Sutton on Sat-
urday, May 1.  
Mr. Simone and his team mem-
bers strive to achieve a 10 to 15 

second tire change in competi-
tive racing and the winners of 
the men’s pit crew challenge at 
GTTI, Team Bubblebee, 
achieved their goal in just over 
20 seconds. The winners of the 
mixed team performed the task 
in 26.8 seconds.  
Despite the grey skies and 
soggy weather, GTTI spokes-
person Jennifer Button said 
attendance at the event was 
good and increased GTTI 
awareness in the community.  
 



There is no shortage of talent 
within the Georgina art world 
and two separate art shows 
recently gave residents an op-
portunity to see for themselves 
how accomplished some of its 
residents are.  
(Below) Line Tremblay (right) 
explains a mobile sculpture to 
Leslie Chung, Neil Kinnear, 
fellow artist Diana Ellis and 
Tom Zsolt at her recent “A 
Duet in Color” show at La pe-
tite galerie—ArTremblay Stu-

dio in Sutton.  
(Right photo) Keswick native 
Kyle Clements was one of four 
artists featured at Kat’s Gallery 
in Jackson’s Point on May 2.  
Mr. Clements uses a baggy to 
apply acrylic paint to canvas to 
achieve a brilliant contrast in 
depth and color for his land-
scapes. The work of Felicia 
Weinstein, Johanna Van Kem-
pen and Ellen Down was also 
fea-
tured.   
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Hospice Georgina Pansy Sale 

MP Peter Van Loan has an uncanny ability to anticipate 
photo opportunities. His timing was perfect as Hospice vol-
unteers Una Findlay (left) and June Peach (right) sold him a 
flat of pansies during the Hospice Georgina Pansy Sale on 
Saturday, April 24. The event sold 250 pansy flats at $15 ea.  

In the arts... 
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1837: Rise to Rebellion at the GPV 
 
 
  
  

Executive Director Lynn VanLieshout 
cuts the cake to celebrate the Grand 
Opening of the new location for the 
Learning Centre for Georgina at 23324 
Woodbine Ave in Keswick. The centre 
provides free literacy, adult upgrading 
and computer training programs with one-
on-one tutoring to help clients achieve 
their personal and job related goals.  

New digs for Learning 
Centre for Georgina 

Over 400 local area stu-
dents received hands-on 
learning when they par-
ticipated in the interactive 
re-creation of the 1837 
rebellion in Upper Canada 
held at the Georgina Pio-
neer Village (GPV) on 
May 6 and May 7.  
The students came face to 
face with rebel leader 
William Lyon McKenzie 
and loyalist commander 
Sir Francis Bond Head as 
the two men forcefully 
defended their positions in 
emotional speeches.  
Upon carefully choosing 
which side to support, the 
students then marched 
alongside experienced re-
enactors to re-create an 
important episode in Ca-
nadian history.  
The re-enactment was 
staged again on Saturday, 
May 8 for the public.  



Dr. Barry Hanser 
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South Paw celebrates one year in business   

Karen Freels (left) and partner Doug Carr (right) were all 
smiles on Saturday, May 8 as they celebrated the first anniver-
sary of South Paw Trading Post on Highway 48 in Sutton.  
Ms. Freels said she is proud of the large selection of Canadian-
made products and gifts offered at the store which includes 
cottage décor and furniture, artwork, stone sculptures and a 
wide variety of native crafts and art.  
Ms. Freels said she works hard and spends a lot of time sourc-
ing out items that are made in Canada and her customers say 
her inventory of native stock rivals that of Casino Rama. 



11 

Drug reform information session  

Continued from page 1.  
sacrificing front line health care and acces-
sibility.”  
Each of the five pharmacists attending the 
meeting (Bijan Sohaei and Brent Eustace 
from Eustace Pharmasave in Jackson’s 
Point; Nader Abdel-Sayed owner of Ben’s 
Pharmacy in Sutton; Larissa Shaveleva 
owner of Shopper’s Drug Mart in Sutton; 
and Al Reyhany owner of Ben’s Pharmacy 
in Sutton) suggested Ontario pharmacies, 
particularly those in rural areas,  would 
experience dire consequences if the govern-
ment goes ahead with its plan. 
“You have people who have no idea about 
how health care works making huge deci-
sions from their offices. They are looking at 
a bunch of numbers and saying let’s cut 
here, let’s cut there without looking at the 
repercussions,” said Al Reyhany. “It’s like 
a bunch of pharmacists trying to decide on 
what is best for the airline industry.” 
Bijan Sohaei from Eustace Pharmasave 
described the impact the drug cost cuts 
could have on the generic drug companies. 
He explained that the government’s plan to 
cut the cost of generic drugs to 25 per cent 
of the cost of the brand name alternative is 
short sighted and will drive multi-national 
generic drug companies out of Canada.   
“Some of the generic medications we have 
now cost more than 25 per cent of the ac-
tual brand to make, so those will become 
unavailable so we will have to pay for the 
brand,” he said. “Multi-national generic 
pharmaceutical companies who can make 
these drugs for 25 per cent of the cost of the 
brand will close their Canadian sites and 
make them in a different country and bring 
them here. And that is going to be a disaster 
because it is closing all of the Canadian 
pharmaceutical plants and all of the profes-
sionals working there are going to be job-
less,” he said.  

MPP Julia Munro was at the meeting and 
criticized the government for sidestepping 
negotiations and consulting initiatives with 
the pharmacists.  
“What disturbs me about this is that this is 
a profession we are talking about that has 
been blind-sided by a very abrupt process,” 
she said. “I don’t see this particular action 
taken by the government to be either ap-
propriate in a democratic process nor is it 
good for the welfare of the community at 
large and it certainly is no way to treat an 
important profession.”  
In an interview with the Pefferlaw Post, 
Mr. Ivan Langrish, press secretary for the 
Minister of Health Deb Matthews, said the 
reason the professional allowances are 
being eliminated is because they are not 
being used to fund patient services as they 
were originally intended to do.  
“By pharmacies’ own accounting, 70 per 
cent of those professional allowances were 
not going to patient service and profes-
sional allowances were originally designed 
to directly serve patients,” he said. “So we 
knew from that alone, that it was not a 
transparent compensation model.”  
Mr. Langrish admits that $750 million of 
funding will be removed from pharmacy 
support under the proposed plan but says 
the government will compensate pharma-
cists directly with $300 million which will 
be used to increase the government’s dis-
pensing fee allowance, compensate phar-
macists for patient service such as medica-
tion checks and further fund rural and un-
der-serviced markets.  
“All of the money we will be quote/
unquote saving, is going to be reinvested 
back into the drug system, health care and 
reinvested into being able to put more 
drugs into the formulary,” he said.    
“If you are a cash paying customer you are 

going to see an immediate decrease in the 
cost of your drugs by 50 per cent and by 
bringing in these reforms you’re going to 
be able to add more drugs to the formu-
lary.”  
Mr. Langrish said the discussion to reform 
the drug legislation has been ongoing for 
nine or 10 months with the pharmacies at 
the table.  
“We have been actively engaged with the 
industry and in fact, the pharmacy coali-
tion and Shopper’s Drug Mart have turned 
around, in the past couple of days, and said 
they agree with us that professional allow-
ances should be eliminated.”   
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Lake Simcoe Gardeners invites you to 
their meeting on Mon. May 10 at 7:30 pm 
at Keswick United Church for their Spring 
Flower Show.  
 

The York 4-H Provincial Exchange Team 
is having a Silent and Live Auction on Sat. 
May 15 at the Markham Fair Grounds at 
7:00 p.m.  
 

First Annual Mom 2 Mom sale at 
Shoberry’s Daycare on Hwy. 48 on Sat. 
May 15 to support Sick Kids Hospital.  
 

WOW! Firecracker Day is coming up and 
the Sutton Kinettes Giant Fireworks Sale 
will take place from May 19 to 24 in the 
Shoberry’s parking lot on Hwy. 48. 
They’ll be open 9 am to 9 pm. until they 
sell out.  
 

Stop by Virginia United Church on Sat. 
May 22 between 8 am. and 2 pm for their 
annual yard sale. The UCW will also have 
lunch available for sale.  
 

The Beaverton Horticultural Society is 
hosting their Annual Plant Auction at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church on Thurs. May 27 
at 7:30 pm.  
 

The Canadian Cancer Society’s 12-hour 
Relay for Life will benefit from the pro-
ceeds of  the “It Is What It Is” Yard & 
Bake sale to be held at 130 Silas Blvd. in 
Keswick on Sat. May 29 and Sun. May 30.  
Also, if you have any pennies lying around 
you can drop them off at Fahey Crate Law 
Office on High St. for the “Pennies from 
Heaven” fund raising drive.  
 

The York Simcoe Federal Liberal Asso-
ciation is inviting you to a pancake brunch 
on Sat. May 29 from 9 to 11:30 am at the 
Egypt Hall.  
 
The Town of Georgina is looking for con-
testants to enter the Georgina Idol compe-
tition with a Grand Prize of $1,000. Call 
Tammi Roberts at (905) 476-4305 x 213.  

 Coming Events & Announcements 
HOME DAY CARE 

Fun learning TLC environment, large 
yard, healthy lunch & snacks. Qualified 
ECE teacher. Receipts available. Call 

(705) 437-2162.  
 

 SAINT BERNARD WANTED 
We are looking for a purebred Saint 

Bernard, male, for breeding purposes 
with a beautiful female Saint Bernard. 

Call (705) 437-1400 for info.  
 

SEARCHING for other LADY MOTORCY-
CLISTS in Georgina and surrounding 

area interested in getting together for a 
periodic “Girls Day Out” on the bikes. 

Dates/times/destinations TBA. Reply to 
Motorcyklemama@aol.com 

 

PAINTING SERVICES 
H. Hirstwood Painting — Decks, Fences, 
Interior & Exterior. Free Estimates. Call 

(705) 437-3425.  
 

Eavestrough cleaning and protection 
system installed. Fast service and  
reasonable rates. Free estimates.  

Call Eric (705) 437-4634 Pefferlaw 
 

FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE-PEFFERLAW 
Safe, loving and educational. Large 
play area. Nutritious menu. Reliable 
and experienced. Special needs wel-

come. Call (705) 513-0220 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

IN MEMORIAM — Jamieson, Darrell 
In loving memory of a dear husband, father and Papa who passed away May 15, 2000.  
For 10 years everyday in some small way, memories of you come our way.  
Though absent you are ever near, still missed, loved, always dear.  
Love you dearly, Your wife and children  


