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Police continue to investigate homicide/suicide  
York Regional Police continue to investi-
gate the events leading up to the discovery 
of a homicide victim on High Street in 
Sutton and the body 
of a suicide victim 
found near a railway 
crossing north of Port 
Bolster. Police be-
lieve the two inci-
dents are related.  
The body of Brenda 
Healey, 27, of New-
market was discov-
ered in the bathroom 
of the home of John 
Learoyd on High St. 
in Sutton on Saturday, 
March 8.  Police had 
been searching for 
Ms. Healey after she 
had been reported 
missing the previous 
evening. Foul play was suspected and 
drowning has been reported as the cause of 
death.  
During the course of the search for the 
missing woman, York Regional Police ran 
the licence plate number of a vehicle she 
was reported to have been driving through 
the computer system, only to discover that 
the same vehicle plates had recently been 
run through the system by Durham Region 
Police. Officers there were conducting an 

investigating into the death of Stephen 
Daniel, 43, whose body was found on the 
railway tracks north of Port Bolster with 

the missing vehicle nearby.  
Early Saturday morning the 
grey, PT Cruiser owned by 
Mr. Daniel was found 
parked outside the Learoyd 
home.  
Both Ms. Healey and Mr. 
Daniel were employed by 
Lois and Doug Andrews, 
owners and operators of 
Have Bus Will Travel in 
Pefferlaw.  
“There were no tell-tale 
signs,” Mr. Andrews said. 
“Nobody picked up anything 
or that anything was wrong.”  
According to Mr. Andrews, 
Mr. Daniel moved into the 
Andrews home and worked 

as a dispatcher for Have Bus Will Travel 
in August 2000, right after his release from 
incarceration for a previous assault convic-
tion nine years ago.  
“He was released to Lois and I and was on 
parole. He lived up to every condition of 
his parole for three years,” Mr. Andrews 
said.  
Ms. Healey started working for Mr. An-
drews as a driver in 2006 and was consid-
ered a valuable asset to his business.  

Tributes to Ms. Healey from grief stricken 
friends have been pouring into Facebook 
and many describe her as fun-loving with a 
smile that lit up a room.  
 

“You were an angel with a smile that 
could be seen for miles.”  
 

“I will always remember all of the neat 
times we had as kids making up crazy 
dance routines and just laughing and hav-
ing fun.”  
 

“She was always fun to be around and 
always had something positive to say 
about whatever was going on. You will be 
sadly missed by many friends and family 
and those like myself who were fortunate 
to have known you…”  
 

“Brenda filled a room with her smile, per-
sonality and laughter no matter where she 
was, or who she was with.” 
 

Ms. Healey’s funeral service was on Fri-
day, March 14 at the Taylor Funeral Home 
in Newmarket.  
A memorial service for Mr. Daniel was 
held at Knox United Church in Sutton on 
Wednesday, March 12.  
Anyone with information leading up to the 
events on March 8 is being asked to con-
tact York Regional Police at 1-866-876-
5423 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS.  

When thinking of Buying or Selling choose... 

Brenda Healey, 27.  
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Letter to the Editor 

Hello Ms, Wolfe! 
I read with interest the Post's 
article about Hydro smart me-
ters and Ontario Energy Sav-
ings LP (OES), as I have had 
experience with both, neither 
of them pleasant. 
Hydro installed a smart meter 
on our house a year or two 
ago and, like some of your 
readers, I also felt that the me-
ter was reading a bit too high. 
We too had not changed our 
habits but the kWh consumed 
was somewhat higher after the 
meter was changed. I was con-
sidering having Hydro test it, 
but that problem was solved 
when it burned up internally 
last fall and was replaced with 
a standard type of meter! 
As for OES, I can be almost 
certain that several people in 
the area were signed up fraudu-
lently.  
A fellow came knocking on our 
door last year. He said that he 
was with the power company 
and stated they were checking 
the area. He asked to see our 
Hydro bill to make sure "we 
had the savings on it". He had a 
sample bill in his hand.  
Having worked in the electrical 
trade for over twenty years, I 
knew exactly who he really 
was and what he was trying to 
do. I decided to play along. I 
asked for clarification as to 
what company he was from. 
"I'm from Ontario Energy Sav-
ings; we're a supplier to Hy-
dro". That statement was a lie, 
as they are not a supplier but 
instead a reseller. He pointed to 
his sample bill again, which 
I believe showed some 
"savings" in a section, and 
again asked to see mine (what 
they are after is your account 
number). I politely refused, 
told him I don't make snap de-
cisions, but would be glad to 
look over some literature or 
other information on their sav-
ings program to consider it. He 
didn't have any to give, and 
then left. 
I immediately called my 
neighbours to warn them that 

there was a scam artist on the 
prowl. I proceeded to look up 
Ontario Energy Savings' tele-
phone number and then called 
them to complain about their 
misleading practice. They were 
polite, but I didn't get the reac-
tion I was hoping for. I knew 
then that this fellow would 
continue trying to trick people 
into becoming OES customers. 
Apparently he, or others like 
him, succeeded! I believe they 
have a valid case for getting 
their contracts terminated, 
without penalty.  
Regards, Mikk Jogi, Udora 
(Editor’s Note: During my in-
vestigation into abnormally 
high electricity bills MPP Julia 
Munro said she would be inter-
ested in hearing from Ontario 
tax payers in her riding who 
have complaints. Her number 
is 1(866)206-1373. Eric Peltier 
at The Ontario Energy Board 
will also have complaints in-
vestigated. His number is (416) 
440-7685.) Karen Wolfe 



Wilfrid Hall St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
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YES program offers free labour to landowners 

Brock Mayor, Larry O’Connor, 
and his wife Chris joined hun-
dreds of guests who attended the 
St. Patrick’s Day dinner at the 
Wilfrid Hall on Friday, March 14.  
The Wilfrid UCW served up Irish 
stew with biscuits, coleslaw, 

juice, coffee and plenty of home 
made pies and rice pudding for 
dessert.  
With only one cup of coleslaw, 
four cups of stew and four pieces 
of pie left over, the UCW raised 
in excess of $1,250.00. 

A program from York Environ-
mental Stewardship (YES) is pro-
viding free labour to land owners 
in York Region this summer to 
help with conservation projects.  
The Stewardship Rangers, con-
sisting of a crew of four seven-
teen-year-old youths and a crew 
leader, will help landowners who 
want to restore wetland habitat 
and wildlife habitat, construct 
trails and/or maintain them, con-
duct tree planting survival surveys 
or remove invasive species.  
“They come equipped with a ve-

hicle and basic hand tools like 
shovels, rakes and waders,” said 
Brian Peterkin, Stewardship Co-
ordinator for YES.  
Land owners interested in apply-
ing for help from the Stewardship  
Rangers need to apply before 
April 1. Brian Peterkin can be 
reached at 1 (905) 713-7732. The 
maximum time for a crew on a 
project is three days and landown-
ers are expected to provide super-
vision and any equipment and 
materials required to conduct the 
work.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were at the Belvedere 
on Monday, March 17 cele-
brating St. Patrick’s Day I am 
sure you would have had a toe 
tapping time to the Irish tunes 
played by the Fullbrook 
Brothers. And, cheers to Fran 
Fisch who took the opportu-
nity to celebrate her birthday.  
 

Don’t forget to participate in 
Earth Hour on March 29. 
Turn your lights out for one 
hour starting at 8:00 pm and 
join millions of people the 
world over in this symbolic 
movement to increase aware-
ness of global warming. The 
Town of Georgina has signed 
on as a participant.  
 

Welcome Home to Valeri and 
Carl Sarasin who recently 
vacationed in Egypt. Valeri 
said it was unbelievable and 
sent this photo along to prove 
it.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations go out to the 
granddaughter of Joy Snodden, 
Kaitlyn Lawes, who skipped 
her Junior Women’s Curling 
team to a bronze medal in the 
world championships held in 
Ostersund, Sweden on March 
9.  Way to go, Kaitlyn.  
 

Happy Birthday greetings to 
Mark Hatt who turned 21 on 
March 17. Cheers Mark!  
 

Belated birthday wishes go out 
to Travis Myette who turned 
17 on March 7. Hope it was a 
good one Travis!  

Birthday greetings go out to 
Keaton Janssen who turns 
two on March 25 and to his 
mom, Shannon, who cele-
brates two days later on March 
27. Cheers to you both from 
you know who.  
 

Our sincere condolences go 
out to Helen Wright and her 
family on the loss of her dear 
husband of 65 years, Hugh 
Wright, 85. Mr. Wright, a 
WWII veteran, passed away on 
Friday, March 14 at his home 
on Morning Glory Road.  
 

Happy Birthday to John 
Lloyd who turned the big  
6-0 on Mar. 14. Cheers, John, I 
hope it was a great day.  
 

And Happy Birthday to Rose 
Parks who celebrated her 
birthday on Mar 11. Rose cele-
brated at Our Cozy Kitchen 
with her daughter, who was 
visiting from out west and 
friends. 
 

Belated birthday wishes go out 
to Robert McGhee who 
turned 81 on March 7. Many 
Happy Returns! 
 
And, many happy returns to 
Carroll Hall who will cele-
brate her birthday on March 
26. Cheers Carroll.  
 
Well, the ice fishing season is 
all but over and most everyone 
played by the rules and re-
moved their fish huts by the 
March 15 deadline...but not 
everyone! It seems this hut 
proved to be a little trickier to 
remove and with the registra-
tion numbers scratched off, it 
appears the owners are willing 
to let it go out with the ice. 
Tut, tut, tut—that just ain’t 
cricket!  
 
 
 

Tennyson Tidbits 
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By Alexandra Koster, Pickering  
Guest Columnist 
This spring Keswick High 
School will stage the Broad-
way musical You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown written 
by John Gordon and Clark 
Gesner.  Based on the classic 
comic strip by Charles M. 
Schulz, You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown brings back all 
the nostalgia of your favourite 
‘Peanuts’ characters.  This fun 
and endearing show takes you 
through an average day of the 
famous comic strip child hero, 
Charlie Brown, complete with 
the whole Peanuts gang: Patty, 
Schroeder, Lucy, Sally, Linus 
and Snoopy.   The show is an 
amalgamation of the Peanuts 
comic strips; it follows Charlie 
Brown as he struggles through 
another day full of book re-
ports, baseball games, kite 
flying and a little philosophy.  
First premiering in 1967, 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie 

Brown has warmed the hearts 
of audiences, adults and chil-
dren alike, for over forty years 
and continues to impress all 
who see it.   
After Keswick High School’s 
terrific success with their last 
theatrical endeavour, Little 
Shop of Horrors, this year’s 
performance promises to be 
just as memorable.  It is a fan-
tastic community event for the 
whole family to attend and a 
great way to support our local 
high school. 
Shows will take place Wednes-
day April 2nd, Thursday April 
3rd and Friday April 4th at 7:30 
pm as well as Saturday April 
5th at 3:00 pm.  All shows take 
place in the Keswick High 
School auditorium, 100 Bis-
cayne Dr. Keswick. Tickets 
can be purchased at the door as 
well as through Keswick High 
School prior to the show.  For 
tickets and information call 
(905) 476-0933. 

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown 





Hill undergoes geotechnical water testing  
In order to stabilize the recreational hill 
being constructed at the Civic Centre, 
engineers undertook to remove moisture 
that was discovered inside the structure. 
However, once the water inside the hill 
was tested, six naturally-occurring com-
pounds and two man-made compounds 
(small amounts of phthalates and mer-
cury) were found to exceed York Region 
storm water guidelines—thus prohibiting 
the disposal of the excess water into sur-
rounding ditches.  
According to Brock McDonald from the 
Leisure Services Department of the Town 
of Georgina, the town has engaged Aecon 
Materials Engineering to dig seven test 
holes around the hill in order to determine 
if the contaminants found inside the hill 
are leaching into the ground water outside 
the hill.  
“The material that was delivered to the 
hill meets fill guidelines for use in a rec-
reational hill,” Mr. McDonald said. “It is 
only the issue of water removal that cre-
ates this concern.”  

Mr. McDonald said he expects the water 
testing activities to go on through the 
spring and will wait for final results some-
time in June, before recommending a plan 
to move forward.  
“It will depend on what we find and at 
what con-
centration,” 
Mr. McDon-
ald said. 
“We want to 
take the re-
sponsible 
course of 
action to 
ensure that 
whatever is 
there is not 
going to 
affect 
ground wa-
ter,” he 
said.  
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Ice hut rental operators who pulled their 
huts off the lake on Saturday, March 15 to 
meet the deadline, did so knowing the 
2008 ice fishing season was not the banner 
year it started out to be.  
Compared to the 2007 season, “it was 
about half,” said Steve Barber, owner and 
operator of Steve’s Fish Huts at Holmes 
Point.  
“We were down and our American clien-
tele was down a fair bit,” said Leona Cre-
ber of Casey’s Fish Huts in Port Bolster. 
“We all had our hopes up when we got that 
winter in November but Mother Nature 
pulled her tricks on us.” 
Ms. Creber said the state of the American 

dollar and gas prices may 
also have been a factor in 
declining American anglers.  
“With us, we have a lot of 
clientele out of Michigan and 
I know Michigan is in trouble 
with unemployment,” she 
said.  
Although the trout, white fish 
and the walleye season closes 
with the removal of the huts, 
perch fishing is said to be 
excellent and anglers are ex-
pected to continue perch fish-
ing until ice conditions dete-
riorate.    

Ice hut rental business ends on a down note despite early start 

Steve Barber and his crew at Steve’s Fish Huts at 
Holmes Pt. wind up another season of fish hut rentals.  

Dave Singh from Aecon 
Materials Engineering dig-
ging test holes around hill.  



Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

March Break on Georgina Island  
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Door to the Past 

In support of children in Africa who 
are impacted by the HIV/AIDS virus, 
students at Morning Glory Public 
School held an African arts craft sale, 
a silent auction and a concert on 
Thursday, March 20.  
The craft sale, stocked with hand-
made African art pieces, began at 6:30 
pm and bidding on the silent auction 
started at 7:00 pm.  
The primary-junior students put on a 
dramatic and musical performance that 
had a global theme which was fol-
lowed by the intermediate students 
who performed African drumming and 
dancing.  
“Students at Morning Glory Public 
School are showing that they are re-
sponsible citizens who are concerned 
and do care about the many issues that 
African children face daily in their 
lives—issues of proverty, safety, lack 
of clean water and the effects of the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic,” said MGPS 
librarian Audrey Bodkin.  
Proceeds of the evening will go to the 
Cotlands Child and Baby Centre.  

MGPS African fundraiser 

By Tom Zsolt 
Udora, Ontario 
The front door to the abandoned Orange Lodge of Udora 
was taken on a bright winter afternoon in 1997. The strong 
shadows from the setting sun and gnarled branches against 
the weathered wood create a sinister mood, perhaps reflect-
ing the history of the Orange movement in Ontario. The 
building no longer exists. 

Organizers on Georgina Island had 
lots for the kids to do during March 
Break. They started out with a Winter 
Carnival on Sunday, March 9 which 
included a community breakfast, scav-
enger hunt, poker run, hockey game 
and a BBQ. Throughout the week, 
students were invited to participate in 
a number of activities at the commu-
nity centre.  

(Photo Top Left) 
Young Mia Crate 
learns how to deco-
rate a cake.  
(Photo Bottom Left) 
Noah McCue and 
Glen Stevens proudly 
show off the healthy 
appetizers they made.  
(Photo Bottom Right)  
Elexis Charles is all 
smiles with a plate of 
chocolates she 
learned how to make.  



Sutton resident receives Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime Achievement  
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Preserving history isn’t just a pastime for 
Sutton resident Nena Marsden, it is a pas-
sion. And in recognition of her 40 year 
contribution to preserving historical icons 
in Georgina, Ms. Marsden is one of 18 
Ontario residents to receive an Ontario 
Heritage Award for Lifetime Achievement. 
“I’m just thrilled to pieces with this and it 
is the first year this award has been given, 
which is even nicer,” she said. “I just hope 
there are lots of other people coming along 
behind.”  
Her list of commitments to community 
organizations reads like a who’s who of 
service clubs. She has been on the library 
board, the fair board, organized an antique 
show for years, spearheaded the Sutton 
Centennial celebration and founded the  
Lake Simcoe South Shore Historical Soci-
ety in 1968.  
“When I moved up here I started going to 
auctions and I kept seeing the lives of peo-
ple just being bought and taken away and I 
couldn’t understand it. I just started seeing 
the history disappearing out of Georgina,” 
she said.  
With the help of other concerned resi-
dents, Ms. Marsden started the Lake Sim-
coe South Shore Historical Society and 
began raising money and archiving the 
memories of life-long residents and their 
families. Anytime she heard of historical 
artifacts becoming available, she rushed 
over to retrieve them and she fought to 
save a number of historical buildings from 
demolition.    
“At our first meeting I mentioned that one 
day we hoped to get a museum but our first 
priority was to collect the history of some 
of the families and that was the beginning 
of our archives, which I think is the most 
important part,” she said.  
By 1973, the Historical Society was run-
ning out of room to store the many arti-
facts and the thousands of clippings Ms. 

Marsden recorded and the town was asked 
to set aside 10 acres of land on the Civic 
Centre site for a museum.  
“And then we started moving buildings. 
The first two buildings were the log cabin 
at Catering Road and Ravenshoe and the 
church from Belhaven,” Ms. Marsden said.  

In order the pay for the relocation of his-
torical buildings to the Civic Centre site, 
Ms. Marsden and the Historical Society 
volunteers revved up their fund raising 
efforts. They held garage sales, antique 
shows, raffled quilts and canvassed for 
donations.  

Today, as the Historical Society (renamed 
the Georgina Historical Society) celebrates 
40 years, they are refurbishing the Noble 
house—one of 14 buildings that have been 
moved to the museum site.  
“It’s going to be beautiful,” Ms. Marsden 
said. “We’ve got the Anderson furniture, 
the Anderson pictures and the Anderson 
jacket and all of this will go in the Noble 
house.”  
She explained that the jacket was given to 
an early Sutton pioneer, Mr. James Ander-
son, by the native community when he 
worked for the Hudson’s Bay Company as 
a clerk in 1847. The Bay has also provided 
a grant to the Historical Society to assist in 
the restoration of the Anderson artifacts 
and have them displayed in a room within 
the Noble house.  
Today, because of the dogged determina-
tion and pit-bull tenacity of Ms. Marsden 
and her volunteers, the Georgina Pioneer 
Village and Archives boasts a school, a 
train station, a gate house, a church, an 
early  residence, a post office, a store, an 
apothecary and a quilting house. And they 
are still raising money.  
“I would love to see a drive shed because 
there is no room for farmers’ equipment 
and I want to finish the buildings that are 
there,” she said. However, there is more 
than just the museum in her line of sight. 
“Now the one we are going to worry about 
is the building on the corner (of High 
Street and Dalton Rd.) because that was 
the terminus for the electric railroad. It is 
really very historic because everybody 
came up by electric railroad,” she said.  
The Historical Conservation District study 
that has been approved for 2008 along 
High Street elicits a huge sigh of relief 
from Ms. Marsden. “I think it is absolutely 
necessary,” she says. “Our history is our 
story and it is not only about the buildings, 
but about our lives too.”  

Ms. Nena Marsden poses beside her fire-
place which is faced with bricks from the 
Bouchier Manor barn she tried to save 
from demolition. Inset: The Ontario Heri-
tage Award for Lifetime Achievement is a 
pin she will receive on March 25 at the 
Civic Centre.  
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Special birthday greetings to 
Clare Grieve of Jackson’s 
Point. On March 20 he will be 
the grand age of 90 and will be 
celebrating his birthday on 
March 29 at Knox United 
Church with his many friends 
and family. Happy Birthday to 
one of Georgina’s finest gen-
tlemen. We wish you a won-
derful celebration. 
 
Birthday Greetings to Tim 
Garrard of The Sutton Coun-
try Depot on High Street. He 
will be celebrating on March 
26. Happy Birthday from your 
friends on High St. 
 
Donald W. Thompson will be 
celebrating his Birthday 
March 31. Love and best 
wishes are being sent from 
Terry. We also wish you a 
very Happy Birthday. 
 
Birthday greetings to Evelyn 
Lavery. She will be celebrat-
ing her birthday on March 27. 
Happy Birthday, Evelyn. Have 
a great day. 
 
Birthday greetings to our 
School Board Trustee Nancy 
Elgie as she celebrates her 
Birthday on  March 31. 

Happy Birthday, Nancy, from 
your many friends. 
 
Our sincere condolences to the 
family of Joan Laird. She 
passed away recently and will 
be greatly missed by her  
 

family, friends and 
neighbours. A beautiful ser-
vice was held at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
Welcome home Nena Mars-
den. She has been vacationing 
in Trinidad visiting family and 
friends. Also, on Tuesday, 
March 25 at 7:00 pm everyone 
is welcome to attend the award 
ceremony for Nena at the 
Civic Centre. (See Page 8.)  
 
Welcome home snowbirds 
Cassie and Patrick Doherty 
of Jackson’s Point. They have 
been vacationing this past 
winter in Florida. We are 
happy for your safe return. 
 
Our sincere condolences also 
go out to the family and 
friends of Evelyn Bruce who 
passed away on March 6, 
2008.  
 
Congratulations to Brittany 
Sloan and John Hemingway 
of Sutton who welcomed a son 
on January 22. Vice Christo-
pher Hemingway weighed 
7lbs. 1 oz. Best Wishes to you 
all.  
 
Two belated birthday greet-
ings. Happy belated birthday 
to Birdie Bull who celebrated 
on March 5 and to Ann  
Hatton who celebrated her 
birthday on March 1. Cheers 
to both of you from Wanda.  
 
 

George Corner’s Diary 1896-1925 
May 12, 1906 — Hugh Thompson sent to jail for biting 
Frank Wesley’s finger. I was in Pefferlaw. Hugh Thompson 
got away from the constable.  
 

July 26, 1906—Cut some burdocks from the wedge of land 
got from Clouston family. I was in Pefferlaw. The moving of 
the old George Johnston house was going on. Moving it onto 
the south west corner of Thomas Armstrong’s lot for a 
butcher shop. The lot now owned by one Mrs. Jackson.  
 
July 31, 1906 — I am poorly these days with asthma. Walk 
to Pefferlaw most every afternoon.  

Cryderman’s Chronicles 
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Student Volunteers and  
Supply Teaching Staff 

Wanted  

Pre-School and Nursery 
School Programs 

Located in the  
Udora United Church 

   OPEN  
  6:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 

 

705-228-1120 

Riverview 
March Break at the Pefferlaw Library 

Julie Bersche 
Early Childhood Educator 

Family members reach out for support 
The family members of Ella 
Shepherd/Marchildon, a 44 
year-old mother of five, are 
reaching out to the Pefferlaw 
community to help raise money 
to fund a life-saving operation 
at the Sugarbaker Oncology 
Clinic in Washington, D.C.  
Ms. Shepherd/Marchildon, who 
suffers from a cancer called  
Signet Ring Cell, was raised in 
Pefferlaw and is the youngest 
daughter of Edna and Moe 
Shepherd.  
On February 12, her doctors in 
Quebec, where she now lives, 
confirmed that Ms. Shepherd/
Marchildon’s cancer had spread 
to her small and large intes-
tines.  
According to her husband Joe 
Marchildon, there is no special-
ized surgeon in Quebec that can 
perform the necessary surgery 
and the Clinic in Washington, 
D.C. has experienced a 10 year 
survival rate for almost 75 per 
cent of  the patients who have 
undergone a similar procedure.  

Mr. Marchildon also said the 
Quebec equivalent of OHIP, 
known as RAMQ, has refused 
Ms. Shepherd/Marchildon’s 
application to have her surgery 
performed by Dr. Sugarbaker in 
Washington.  
Estimated to initially cost ap-
proximately $65,000, brothers 
Marvin and Brian Shepherd in 
Pefferlaw are selling raffle tick-
ets as part of the family’s fund-
raising efforts to send Ella for 
surgery in D.C.  
“She has five kids all under the 
age of 12 so if we can buy her 
10 more years, we are going to 
do it and that is why we are 
reaching out to the community” 
said Marvin Shepherd.  
Tickets cost $20 each and a 
$4,000 trip or cash equivalent is 
being offered to promote the 
tickets. Residents wanting to 
help can contact Joe Marchil-
don at:  
joemarchildon@hotmail.com or 
call Marvin or Nancy Shepherd 
at (705) 437-4231.  

(Below) Four-year 
old Wyatt Turcott 
from Wilfrid par-
ticipates in the 
March Break pro-
grams sponsored 
by the Pefferlaw 
Library. Wyatt is 
stuffing tin foil into 
a cardboard tube 
to make a South 
American Rain 
Stick.  

(Above) Youths from Pefferlaw and Keswick proudly 
display their finished star mobiles—a craft project spon-
sored by the Pefferlaw Library during March break.  
From Left to Right are: Shawna Jackson, Alyssa Jack-
son, Abby Scotto, Wil Cowperthwaite, Melissa Wilcken 
and Lucas Wilcken.  
In addition to the Rain Stick and Star Mobile, the library 
offered a number of hands-on crafting workshops for 
students of all ages during the break including refrig-
erator magnets and clay beading.   
Cheers to all who attended.  
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As the staff at the Georgina Pioneer Village 
and Archives prepare to launch the 2008 
season with a re-enactment of the Rebellion 
of 1837 on May 9, 10 and 11, they do so 
steeped in the knowledge that many of 
Georgina’s first families were pitted against 
each other in this struggle. That knowledge 
and historical fact can be found buried in 
the thousands of diaries, papers, journals 
and family histories the museum has cata-
logued over the past 33 years.  
The Georgina Pioneer Village and Archives 

employs three full-time staff: Phil Rose, 
Manager/Curator; Melissa Matt, Archives 
Co-ordinator; and Earl Murphy, Caretaker. 
The archives offer an extensive collection 
of documents and artifacts which include 
council minutes, petitions, by-laws and 
correspondence from the former townships 
of Georgina, North Gwillimbury and the 
Village of Sutton. Dating as far back as 
1832, the collection, together with the 14 
physical historical buildings which have 
been moved to the site, is a treasury of testi-
mony that plots the growth and develop-
ment of a community now known as Geor-
gina.  
According to Melissa Matt, the museum’s 

collection is a window into the past that 
offers visitors an understanding of their 
culture.  
“It adds to the culture of any community—
it is culture awareness. To know the history 
of a community means you can understand 
it a little better. To understand the history of 
a community, is to understand the commu-

nity today,” she said.  
In addition to the historical resources they 
meticulously preserve on a daily basis, the 
museum staff and their legion of volunteers 
are well known for the special events held 
throughout the year such as the Easter Egg 
Hunt, Festival of Stories,  Harvest Festival, 
Halloween Spirit Walk, Old Fashioned 
Christmas and Canada Day celebration.  
Part of Ms. Matt’s job is to answer inquiries 
and she is happy to help research family 
histories. As an avid historian herself, she 
welcomes input from the community.  
“If people can’t volunteer their time, I 
would like people to volunteer their family 
history and write down family stories. It is 
not for society, it is not for the village, it is 
for the community,” she said.  

Georgina Pioneer Village and Archives—the door to our past 

A thumbnail sketch of  
The Rebellion of 1837 

 

Side One—The Reformers—led by  
William Lyon Mackenzie 
Side Two—The Tory Loyalists—led by 
Governor Bond Head. 
The Issue—The Reformers, mostly work-
ing class and farmers, had petitioned the 
British government for control over their 
own domestic affairs (responsible govern-
ment) and were denied.  
Local Events—Pefferlaw’s founder, Capt. 
William Johnston, was a moderate Re-
former and attended many political meet-
ings in support of Mackenzie’s bid for 
responsible government. On December 7, 
1837 Johnston was asked by James Bouch-
ier in Sutton and heads of other prominent 
families “to levy war against the Reform-
ers which I promptly refused.”  
On December 25, 1837, two weeks after a 
skirmish in Toronto at Montgomery’s Tav-
ern where the Reformers were defeated by 
Loyalist troops, Capt. Johnston was ar-
rested in his home and taken to Toronto to 
answer a charge of high treason. He was 
exonerated but years later described his 
experience thus: “Eleven years ago I was 
arrested by the black Orangemen and car-
ried before the Commissioners at Toronto 
for High Treason without any summons 
except their pistols...I am pleased beyond 
measure that we can now sit down in 
safety under a benign and responsible gov-
ernment.”  
Even though the Reformers lost the  
battle(s), they won the war.  

Melissa Matt hopes to one day make the 
archives available on-line so everyone 
can have access to the thousands of 
documents stored at the museum.  
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HUNGRY? HUNGRY? 
TIRED? USING FOOD AS 
AN ALTERNATIVE?  
It is time to call Overeaters 
Anonymous. They are a 
FREE service to the commu-
nity.  Recruiting for the Sut-
ton and Pefferlaw area. Call 
Charlie (705) 437-1307 or 
email  
ctzavela@gmail.com  
 
The Pefferlaw Lions Club 
will host their Mini Putt 
Tournament on March 29 at 
the Pefferlaw Lions Hall. For 
information contact Brian 
Meredith at 437-1352. 
 
Visit the 13th Annual Sun-
derland Maple Syrup Fes-
tival on March 29 and 30. 
Events include Bed races, 
Kid’s Tractor Pull, Spring 
Midway, Sugarbush tour and 
much more.  
 
Are you a choral singer? The 
Blue Bridge Festival Choir 
is looking for volunteer sing-
ers with a love of choral mu-
sic. Rehearsal at Knox 
United Church on March 30. 
Call (289) 470-1099 for 
more information.  
 
Lake Simcoe Gardeners 
invite you to their meeting 
on March 31, 7:30 at Kes-
wick United Church, 177 
Church St. The topic of 
speaker Lorelei Hepburn is 

“You Can Have It All—
Lush Lawns Without Chemi-
cals”. For more information 
call (905) 476-3087.  
 
Udora spring YOGA ses-
sions start on April 7 at the 
Udora Community Centre 
starting at 6:45 pm to 8:00 
pm. Call Heather at (905) 
649-8596.  
 
The Wilfrid United Church 
is hosting a community sup-
per on Friday, April 11 from 
5:00 to 7:00pm at the Wilfrid 
Community Hall. Ham and 
scalloped potatoes will be 
serviced with all the trim-
mings with assorted desserts. 
$12 per person.  
 
Sign up for the Second An-
nual Grate Groan-up 
Spelling Bee. Teams of three 
adults compete in support of 
family literacy and the Festi-
val of Stories. Entry deadline 
is April 1 and the competi-
tion is April 17 at 6:00 pm at 
the Ice Palace Hall in Kes-
wick. Call (905) 722-5702.  
 
Everyone is welcome to the 
Stag ‘n Doe Hoedown Jack 
and Jill for Beckie Sarasin 
and Shawn Money on Satur-
day, May 10. Tickets are 
$10.  

SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE 
Vinyl Siding from  

$49.00 a square 
Pre-painted steel roofing 

from $79.00  
Delivery Available  

(705) 437-1734 Store 
(905) 868-6118 Cell  

andrew@buchnermfg.com 
 

FAMILY FIRST DAY-
CARE—PEFFERLAW 

Safe, loving & educational. 
Large play areas. Nutritious 

menu. Reliable & experi-
enced. Special needs  

welcome.  
Call (705) 513-0220.  

 
PRINTER FOR SALE 
Lexmark X8350, gently 

used. Includes new black 
and colour cartridges.  
Call (705) 437-2401.  

 Coming Events & Announcements CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SALE  
Mobility scooter. 1 yr. old. 
Very gently used. Excellent 
cond. Comes with battery 

pack & charger. Call to 
inquire (705) 437-3816.  

 
CLASSIC CABIN CRUISER 
Cruise the lake this sum-
mer in this beautifully re-

conditioned 1968 27’  
Tojan, teak decks, mahog-

any hull, V8, mahogany 
cabin with head, sleeps 4. 

Call 437-1216.  
 

QUILT TOPS FOR SALE 
Queen size, $180—$200.  

Crib Quilts $80 
Call (705) 357-2626. 

 
PERSONALS 

Country, retired, literary 
lad desires to meet literary 
lady. Call (705) 928-1380. 

 


