
The layout for EarthLight, a 10 megawatt 
(MW) solar energy farm planned for the 
south side of Old Homestead Rd. at 7265 
and 7433 has been revised to eliminate the 
need to relocate a permanent stream on the 
property.  
The revision reduces the number of solar 
panels from the original plan of  between 
30,000 and 100,000 panels to a range of 
between 30,000 and 80,000 and creates a 
set back from Old Homestead Rd. of 208 
metres instead of the 39 metres originally 
planned. The number of inverter stations 
has also been reduced from 15 to 11.  
According to a spokesperson for the pro-
ponent of the project Canadian Solar, the 
Ministry of the Environment stopped the 
clock on the technical review of the Re-
newable Energy Approval process because 
the original project layout required the 
relocation of a permanent stream.  
“At this time, Canadian Solar has decided 
to amend the proposed layout for Earth-
Light such that a stream location permit is 
not required,” said Ms. Grace Pasceri, Per-
mitting Manager with Canadian Solar So-
lutions.  
The view of Canadian Solar is that the 
amendments to the EarthLight project are 
improvements for neighbouring residents 
and the environment.  
A system of racks will hold between 

30,000 and 80,000 
photovoltaics (PV) pan-
els; between 20 – 40 
panels per rack for a 
maximum of 4,000 
racks. The panels will 
be mounted on fixed 
racking systems which 
will be aligned in rows 
facing due south 
(approximately 4 - 10 m 
apart) and be placed 
onsite.  
The company states 
construction will begin 
in the third quarter of 
2014 with completion in 
the summer of 2015. 
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Councillor Craig to attend meetings electronically  
Councillor Phil Craig has announced that 
in order to fulfill an acting commitment 
that will see him play a leading role in a 
theatrical production called “The Last Con-
fession”, he will be attending Georgina 
council meetings electronically. 
He is currently in London, England prepar-
ing for the role which will take him and the 
cast on a world-wide tour to Toronto, Los 
Angeles and Australia. The production 
opens at the Royal Alexander Theatre on 
April 19 in Toronto and will finish in Aus-

tralia in early October.  
“I am therefore temporarily out of the 
country in London, England for four 
weeks. During that brief time I will be at-
tending council meetings via our live 
streaming and will be posing questions on 
the various reports and recommendations 
to staff via the internet,” Mr. Craig said.  
“Thanks to modern technology, I will be 
accessing our weekly agendas on-line and 
continuing to actively represent the needs  
Continued on page 4.. 



2 

Publisher/Editor 
Karen Wolfe 

(705) 437-1216 
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca 

Proofreader 
Nancy Koster 

Advertising Sales & Inquiries 
Karen Wolfe 

(705) 437-1216 
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca 

Distribution Inquiries 
The Pefferlaw Post 

17 Otter Cove 
Pefferlaw, Ontario  

L0E 1N0 
(705) 437-1216 

www.thepefferlawpost.com 
 

The Pefferlaw Post publishes on 
the 10th and 24th of every month 
(except December 24) and is dis-
tributed throughout Georgina and 
beyond. The contents of this publi-
cation are protected by copyright 
and may only be used for personal 

and non-commercial use. The 
Pefferlaw Post accepts no respon-

sibility for claims made for any 
product or service reported or 

advertised.  

This is what I think—what do you think? 
At about 1:30 p.m. on March 5 just 
as council had concluded budget 
discussions on Section 6 of a 15 
Section budget document, Ward 2 
Councillor Phil Craig announced 
that he would be leaving the meet-
ing and would not be returning for 
further budget discussions. In fact, 
he said he would be attending the 
next council meeting via Skype.  
I was a little surprised by the an-
nouncement because the Town of 
Georgina had just revised their 
procedural bylaw late last year and 
there was no provision in it for 
electronic participation at a council 
meeting.  
Mr. Craig has confirmed that he is 
off on an acting job and will be 
gone for the better part of six 
months. Mr. Craig will be part of 
the theatrical cast for the upcoming 
play called “The Last Confession.” 
The tour will take the cast to To-
ronto, Los Angeles and Australia 
where it finishes in early October.  
Now don’t get me wrong. I support 
Mr. Craig’s acting career. I’ve seen 
some of his work in film and on 
television and he is very, very good.  
But, I can’t support his plans to 
participate in a council meeting via 
Skype for such an extended period 
of time.  
If the procedural bylaw were to be 
changed to allow participation via 
electronic means, what is to stop all 
councillors and the Mayor from 
conducting a council meeting from 
satellite locations electronically? 
Any allowances for participation 
remotely would have to include 
some limitations—for example, no 
more than one member at a time 
and no more than two or three times 
a year per member.   
I wonder how distracting it would 
be and how conducive to producing 
a fruitful interaction between the 
public, the staff and other members 
of council. 
And, what about technical difficul-
ties? The member could be there 
one minute and gone the next and 
in the event the connection went 
down during a vote, would we have 
to wait until it was back on-line or 
would the member be considered 
“absent”?  
I suspect when members of this 
council were elected, they were put 
in those positions under the premise 
that they would physically attend 
meetings and represent our interests 
from that vantage point.  
In this world of advanced technol-
ogy and evolving modes of commu-
nication the art of personal interac-
tion is not only losing its hold on 

our social well-being but it could 
have the potential to derail our de-
mocratic process as well. I’m not 
sure if I am ready for a bunch of 
political monitors being pulled to-
gether to debate issues, just because 
they can.  
Karen Wolfe, Editor    
 

Letter to the Editor  
This is in response to the letter in 
your March 10 issue from Hajnalka 
Hartwick about the Town of Geor-
gina’s budget and “$60,000 funded 
to ReWilding Lake Simcoe, a pro-
ject of the Ladies of the Lake.”  
I hope this clarification will be 
helpful. The Town’s $60,000 
helped it become part of a $1.6 
million initiative involving 16 part-
ners to leverage funding from the 
Lake Simcoe South Georgian Bay 
Clean Up Fund. This exciting new 
endeavour assembled by the Ladies 
of the Lake will help communities 
revitalize shoreline spaces in ways 
that improve people’s lives while 
helping to restore Lake Simcoe to 
health. Georgina will be the loca-
tion of a number of the 24 projects 
that will be implemented over the 
next three years and will benefit 
significiantly from being part of 
this watershed-wide initiative.  
Annabel Slaight, President 
Ladies of the Lake  
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Members of Georgina’s synchronized 
skating team treated for inhalation of 
toxic chemical at hotel pool area 
While relaxing at the hotel pool 
after an exhausting day of com-
petition in Ottawa, two mem-
bers of Georgina’s Iceations 
synchronized skating team had 
to be hospitalized after expo-
sure to a chemical cocktail of 
chlorine and muriatic acid.  
Emergency services were called 
to the pool area of the 
Travelodge Hotel in the eve-
ning of March 8 after more than 
50 people began experiencing 
respiratory symptoms, cough-
ing, eye irritations and nausea 
caused by fumes originating 
from the hot tub. Two children 
and one adult were transported 
to hospital where they were 
stabilized and then released.  
According to an Ottawa Police 
media relations officer, hotel 
staff tried to correct the chemi-
cal levels in the hot tub to ad-
dress a problem “and too many 
chemicals went in at once,” he 
said. “Instead of closing the 
pool area when it got out of 
hand, he just tried to fix the 
problem and made it worse.”  
Mr. J. P. Trottier from the Ot-
tawa EMS reported muriatic 
acid may have reacted with the 
chlorine to create the fumes and 
toxic gases. 
“It was an acid of some kind 
which probably reacted with the 
chlorine,” Mr. Trottier said. “It 
could have been muriatic acid 
but I’m not quite sure.”  
Chad Hope, VP of Operations 
for the hotel chain, confirmed 
that muriatic acid was used 
incorrectly by the hotel’s pool 
staff to correct a problem with 
the hot tub.  
“It reacted with the chlorine 
and boosted it and it released 
chlorine gas into the area,” said 
Mr. Hope, adding, staff imme-
diately evacuated the pool area 
and adjacent guest rooms.  
Muriatic acid is commonly used 
to lower the pH and adjust alka-
linity in pools.  
The Georgina skaters and their 
families were staying at the 

Carling Avenue Travelodge 
hotel in Ottawa during a one-
day Eastern Ontario synchro-
nized skating competition held 
at the Kanata Recreation Cen-
tre.  
Mr. Tim MacRae, a parent 
whose wife Michele manages 
the team, said many of the vic-
tims who reacted most strongly 
to the vapour were coughing 
and immediately “throwing-
up.”  
He said approximately 50 peo-
ple, including 12 members of 
the Iceations team and several 
adults, were treated at an on-
site triage centre set up in the 
hotel by emergency services.  
“The worst part of this was that 
the staff wouldn’t call 911 be-
cause they said they were in-
vestigating it,” Mr. MacRae 
said. “I actually had to call 
them myself.”  
Pefferlaw resident Carie Cry-
derman’s daughter Emily was 
one of the young skaters trans-
ported to hospital after first 
responders on-site were unable 
to alleviate her cough and vom-
iting.  
According to Ms. Cryderman a 
chest x-ray order by her family 
doctor has confirmed a diagno-
sis of pneumonitis—an inflam-
mation of the lungs from a 
chemical burn.  
“So, she is on a puffer and it is 
unknown how long she will be 
on it,” Ms. Cryderman said.  
Mr. Hope said although the fire 
department gave the okay to 
open the water park an hour 
after the incident, it remained 
closed until the next morning 
when the health department 
conducted a full inspection.  
He said the incident has 
sparked a company-wide 
evaluation of pool operations 
and although the hotel’s indoor 
water park was in compliance 
with regulatory standards at the 
time, he said there would be a 
review of training procedures 
going forward.  
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 Life Insurance 

Tennyson Tidbits 

We want to extend our Best 
Wishes to Mary Norton who 
is retiring from Dar’s Café in 
Pefferlaw on March 25. Mary 
has been a familiar face in the 
food service industry in Pef-
ferlaw for many years and we 
wish her the best for her re-
tirement! 
  

Happy Birthday wishes from 
family and friends go out to 
Carol Hall on March 26. 
Cheers, Carol.  
 

Here is some news coming 
from local police files:  
● A woman from the Ukraine 
has died and two men were 
seriously injured after the 
pickup truck they were driv-
ing on Lake Simcoe near Bea-
verton struck a break in the 
ice and flipped over.  
● Three men have been ar-
rested in Keswick after a rou-
tine traffic stop resulted in the 
discovery of 700 grams of 
marihuana with a street value 
of approximately $7,000.  
● The Special Investigations 
Unit (SIU) has been called in 
to investigate a collision be-
tween a York Region police 

car and a snowmobile on 
Clovelly Cove in Port Bolster.  
● Police have charged a man 
living on Sumach Dr. in Pef-
ferlaw with production and 
possession of a controlled 
substance when officers en-
tered the home and found an 
active cannabis resin extrac-
tion lab and grow operation.  
● While a humanitarian effort 
by the staff at Char’s Restau-
rant on Baseline Rd. in Sutton 
tried to keep the restaurant 
open while the owner recov-
ered in hospital from a stroke, 
police have now responded to 
a call on March 18 to investi-
gate the theft of food supplies 
from a freezer.   
 

For those of you Rogers TV 
viewers who have (for some 
inexplicable reason) ended up 
with a feed from Orillia in-
stead of Georgina, Jim Ander-
son at Rogers TV Georgina 
tells me the techs are on the 
case and they hope to find a 
solution soon. “Please assure 
your neighbours that we are 
close to finding a reason for 
the change and will get it 
fixed,” Mr. Anderson said.   

Continued from page 1.  
of my Ward 2 residents.”  
He said he will leave with the 
show for Los Angeles during 
the “quieter council summer 
months” and then after a three 
week hiatus home, will be 
touring Australia with the pro-
duction until early October.  
Currently, neither the Munici-
pal Act nor the Town of Geor-
gina’s procedural by-law 
make allowances for council 
members to attend meetings 
electronically.  
However, Georgina council 
will review a staff report on 
March 26 which provides le-
gal advice on the issue.  
“Legal advice concluded that 
it was not the intention of the 
Municipal Act to permit mu-
nicipal Council Members to 
participate electronically in 

Council meeting and those 
Council meetings or Council 
decisions constituted in such a 
manner could be challenged,” 
the report says.  
According to a spokesperson 
at the Ontario Ministry of Mu-
nicipal Affairs, the Municipal 
Act, which provides the legis-
lative landscape for many mu-
nicipal procedures, is “silent” 
on the issue of electronic par-
ticipation by council mem-
bers.  
The Municipal Act is cur-
rently under review which 
leaves potential for munici-
palities to voice their opinion 
to the Ministry.   
Notwithstanding the legal 
advice received, council could 
still decide to permit Mr. 
Craig to attend the meetings 
electronically.  

Electronic attendance at council 
meetings 
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What a thrill! ROC tubers, Ryann 11, and Ashtyn Richards, 8, from Innisfil spent a 
March break day on the hill with hundreds of other youngsters who took advantage of 
the great winter weather.  

A great time was had by the 100+ kids 
and their families who turned out for the 
Second Annual Cardboard Sled Races at 
the ROC during March Break.  
And here are the winners:  
#80 Logan Jones (Most Creative Sled); 
#84 Anthony Warne, Bruce Molloy, Sam 
Allison (Largest Sled); #85 Mackenzie 
Howse, Isabelle Jonker (Fastest Sled for 
Coated Bottom); #62 Monique and 
Callie (Fastest Sled non-coated Bottom); 
#60 Nicolas Luknar, Stephanie Lucknar 
and Owen Jeffery (Farthest Distance 
Travelled Coated Bottom); #16 Artem 
Romankov (Farthest Distance Travelled 
Non-Coated Bottom); #82 Mia and 
Noah Pantic (ROC Bottom Award).   
Top Photo: The Team Canada Card-
board Bobsled (pictured above) was 
teamed  by Carson MacDonald, Camden 
Granger, Morghan Granger and Ben 
Griffiths. 

Rockin’ at the ROC right through March Break  
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The Pefferlaw and District Li-
ons Club and the Udora Leask-
dale Lions Club co-hosted a 
dinner evening for local farm-
ers on Monday, March 17 and 
invited Barbara Meyers (photo 
right) from Cannington to up-
date the group on the negative 
impact an agricultural pesticide 
has on bees.  
Known as neonicotinoids, a 
type of agricultural pesticide 
commonly used in Canada, Ms. 
Meyers said the use of these 
pesticides have contributed 
significantly to bee deaths 
within the last two years.  
“This pesticide is highly toxic 
to bees and the Ontario Bee 
Keepers Association is lobby-
ing government to try and miti-
gate its usage,” she said.  
Addressing the more than 100 
farmers at the Pefferlaw Hall, 
Ms. Meyers said that increas-

ing awareness regarding the 
scope of the problem was an 
important factor in finding a 
solution.  
“Farmers don’t want to kill 
bees because they know the 
agricultural industry depends 
on them.”  

Lions host Farmer’s night   

(L to R) Sarah Gilligan, Noah Clerk, Kiona Sooley and James 
Spicer show off their carefully crafted totem poles after partici-
pating in the Georgina Arts Centre March Break Arts Camp.  

March Break fun with the arts 



The Women’s Shelter of York Region Inc. 
(Sandgate) is this year’s recipient of 
Fahey Crate Law’s Annual Will and Pow-
ers of Attorney campaign with a donation 

of $9,900.00. To date, this 
campaign has raised and do-
nated in excess of $50,000 to 
local charitable organizations.  
Sandgate is a not-for-profit 
program established in 1992 
and has met the needs of over 
20,000 women and children 
over the past 22 years.  
Pictured above (L to R): Jim 
Crate (Fahey Crate owner), 
Nikki Hughes, Carolyn Crate 
(Fahey Crate owner), Loreen 
Puckett (Fahey Crate Will 

Campaign Liaison), Jehan Chaudry 
(Sandgate Executive Director), Don Fahey 
and Leslie Edwards (Sandgate Business 
Manager).  
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

 

Law office donates to women’s shelter 

The Jericho After-School 
program was selected in an 
RBC national funding pro-
gram to receive $40,000 to 
help deliver free after-school 
programs to Georgina’s 
youth. 
Since 1999, RBC has sup-
ported after school programs 
that provide a safe environ-
ment where kids can develop 
social skills and self-esteem 
and keep learning after the 
bell rings. 
(L to R) Seran Sirabian, Carly 
Oosterhuis, Susan Gorman, 
Rose Sheppard, Stella Par-
tipilo, Ken Hackenbrook and 
Lindsey Jones join the kids 
during the donation ceremony 
on March 18 at the Jericho 
youth centre located in the 
GEM Theatre in Keswick.   

RBC supports after school programs at Jericho 

 



Lake Simcoe Gardeners 
invite you to their “Garlic—
Growing and Braiding” class 
March 24, 7:00 p.m at the 
Keswick United Church.  For 
more information call Joyce 
at (905) 476-3087. 
 

The Cultural Services Divi-
sion is hosting an evening 
with Mary Walsh at the 
Stephen Leacock Theatre in 
Keswick on Tuesday, March 
24 at 8:00p.m. For tickets 
contact the Stephen Leacock 
Theatre Box Office at (905)-
476-0193. 
 

Do you need to build your art 
portfolio? Come out to the 
Georgina Art Centre and 
Gallery’s Plunge into the 
Arts session Life Drawing 
with Live Models. The pro-
gram runs from Thursday, 
March 27 to April 17. For 
more information call (905)-
722-9587. 
 

Cedardale Church in Pef-
ferlaw invites you to its free 
Community Dinner Wednes-
day April 2 at 6:00 p.m. 

Mark this on your calendar! 
Georgina Dragon Boat 
club’s spring registration will 
start Thursday, April 3 from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Ice 
Palace in Keswick. 
 
Sutton Agricultural Fair Si-
lent Auction will be held at 
the Kin Hall on Saturday, 
April 5, at 7:00 p.m. Admis-
sion is $3.00. 
 
Do you want to get involved 
with your community? If so, 
come out to the Georgina 
Public Library April 8 from 
3:00 - 8:00 p.m to talk to 
representatives from over a 
dozen non-profit agencies 
within the community. 
 
Have lunch with the Easter 
Bunny himself!  Come out to 
the Easter Egg Hunt and 
lunch at the Port Bolster Hall 
Saturday, April 12 at noon.  
Free admission and everyone 
is welcome!  Please bring a 
non-perishable food item for 
the food pantry. 
 

Help take the bite out of pov-
erty with Georgina Commu-
nity Food Pantry’s first 
annual 5km Fun Run.  Come 
out and run for the pantry 
Sunday, April 27 in Sutton. 
Please register at 
www.eventbrite.ca and 
search for Georgina Food 
Pantry. 
 
Just a reminder...before you 
think about cutting your hair, 
the second annual Georgina 
Challenge “Show you Care, 
Donate your Hair” event 
will be held at the Sutton 
Fair.  Last year 113 ponytails 
and  $5000 was raised.  For 
early hair donates and 
pledges contact Crystal at 
Mikeirual@hotmail.com 
 
IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR 
YOU? CALL OVEREATERS 
ANONYMOUS. (705) 437-
1928 OR (705) 437-1307—
Tues & Thurs 7:30 pm — 
Salvation Army Youth Cen-
tre—20898 Dalton Rd. Sut-
ton—Across from No-Frills. 
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

 

GET EXPOSED! 
Advertise in 

the Pefferlaw 
Post!  

 

Call  
Karen Wolfe  

At  
(705) 437-1216 


