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Consent required from property owners who want mosquito abatement program
Property owners in the Pefferlaw and Port
Bolster treatment areas for the annual B.t.i.
mosquito control program are required
once again to provide written consent to
the Town of Georgina if they want their
property treated to control the mosquito
population.
B.t.i., also know as bacillus thuringiensis
iraelenis, is an organic and biological larvicide which produces a protein crystal
which is toxic only to mosquito larvae.
Since 2008, it has been successful in reducing the mosquito population by 90 to
98 per cent in close to 3,000 breeding sites
in the treatment areas.
Last year, consent forms were not required
by property owners wanting the treatment—only those who wanted to opt-out
of the program were required to notify the
Town.
However, according to Mike Baskerville,
Engineering Manager for the Town of
Georgina, the opt-out campaign of last
year is not possible again this year because
of a miscalculation in timing. As a result,
1,600 property owners will be asked once
again to opt into the program this year. Mr.
Baskerville said the Ministry of the Environment requires the Town to provide 30
days notice prior to the start of the program which could begin as early as April
6, 2013. Town notices for the program did

not get into the mail until March 15. Consent forms must be returned by April 1.
“The Ministry has determined that based
on the timeline we will not be able to satisfy the minimum 30 day notification period they require for an opt-out campaign
in 2013,” Mr. Baskerville said. “We must
again seek the consent of all property own-

“If they (property owners)
don’t respond their
property won’t be treated,
even if they want it.”
Barry Tyler
President, Pestalto

ers who wish the treatment done on their
property—the opt-in method. This is what
we did two years ago.”
Pestalto Environmental Health Services
has administered the program for the past
four years and the constant changes in the
consent process could have an impact on

the success of the program.
“It is confusing for residents,” said Barry
Tyler, president of Pestalto. “The more
area we can larvicide the better. What it
comes down to is, the less positive response we get, the less land can be treated
and consequently, control declines. If they
don’t respond their property won’t be
treated, even if they want it.”
As in the past, the larvicide will be applied
from the air via helicopter and on the
ground by certified personnel with backpacks. The air application is composed of
finely ground corn coated with B.t.i. and
the ground application is a liquid version
of the larvicide.
Mr. Tyler and his crew will begin dipping
known breeding sites in the treatment areas
as early as the end of March to test for
larvae growth stages which help determine
when the optimum window of opportunity
will open up for treatment.
“We are watching the weather and treatment last year was early but it is typically
in the second to third week of April but we
will be monitoring the larvae development
closely. There is a tight window that is
optimum that we shoot for and if everything is not in place that optimum window
is harder to access and deliver in,” Mr.
Tyler said.

Spring is officially here and so
is
THE SPRING REAL ESTATE
MARKET
Call me NOW to get you MOVING!
Call Teresa at
(905) 722-3211 or you can visit
www.teresamillar.com
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers
currently under contract.
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Tell those who can make a difference
Go into any coffee shop in Georgina with your friends and
neighbours and bring up the subject of property taxes. I’ll wager
everyone with you will tell you
how high their taxes are and they
will bemoan the fact that every
year our taxes go up and “we don’t
see anything more for it”.
Well, this year won’t be any different. Your property taxes are going
up again but instead of moaning
and groaning to your friends and
neighbours, why not try something
different?
The Town of Georgina has a draft
budget all ready for your comment
and review. It is posted on-line and
copies have been distributed to the
libraries. After reviewing it, if you
have an opinion about the way the
Town intends to spend your
money, I urge you to let them
know about it.
Every year they put the budget out
for public comment and every year
very few people take the time to
provide them with any feedback.
But every year, property owners
complain about increasing tax
rates.
There are a number of ways you
can let your feelings be known by
the folks who can make a difference.
Write, telephone, email or text
your councillor or the CAO Winanne Grant. Tell them what you
are in favour of supporting with
tax dollars and what you don’t
think is appropriate.
The Town has also set aside three
meeting dates where residents can
make a deputation with respect to
the budget—March 25, April 8 and
April 9—and I urge everyone to
put some time aside and get involved in YOUR municipal affairs.
Karen Wolfe, Editor

Letter to the Editor
Dear Karen;
I read your recent article in the
Pefferlaw Post concerning the new
fees for rescues on Lake Simcoe.
The issue you raise is one primarily of adding the wage costs and
dividing them by an hourly compliment. In my opinion, there is a
lot more to the story. First, I doubt
anyone objects to a rescue of people who are caught in an accidental
emergency situation. Criticism
begins to arise when the emer-

gency has a contributing factor of
people venturing on to the ice
when it is clearly marked as
’unsafe’. A perfect example is the
incident that occurred last spring
near Hawkstone when over 20 men
using vehicles were stranded on an
ice flow that broke away. Second,
although the cost of labour is important, what about the wear and
tear to equipment including the
possible damage to this equipment? Third and most importantly,
what about the risk of life to those
rescuers? Most often, a rescue is
required due to extreme weather
conditions. Fire departments, paramedics, pilots and marine police
all have families. Why should any
of them die because some angler
can’t read and has to catch one
more fish?
Not only do I agree with the new
fees, I appreciate the fact that the
high rates might act as a deterrent
and not as a cost of doing business
in the name of entertainment.
Michael Schurman, Beaverton
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Regional fire services discussed
During budget negotiations at
Georgina council recently, the
subject of creating a regional
fire service was brought up
when council was reviewing
Georgina’s $5.1 million fire
services budget.
The subject has been discussed
by the unions and while no decisions or affirmative action has
been taken there, it is a topic in
which Mayor Rob Grossi has
taken an interest.
“Everyone is pushing toward a
regional plan—the unions want
it examined and from what I
understand the executives want
it examined so let’s examine it,”
he told council during the
budget negotiations.
Ward 5 Councillor Brad
Smockum weighed in on the
discussion with concerns regarding the impact a regional fire
service could have on Georgina.
“The talk about going to a regional fire department, it hasn’t
proven much in the past, but
would we probably end up with
less fire fighters than we have

now?” he asked.
Mayor Grossi responded by
saying he is aware that the fire
chiefs have obviously had some
discussion regarding regional
fire services and so have the
unions.
“They obviously have some
master plan and how it would be
implemented, but I don’t know
what the changes would be,” he
said.
Fire Chief Steve Richardson
said as far as he is aware there is
no business plan but the concept
has been discussed.
“I can’t say that regionalization
will happen tomorrow but, will
it happen—there is a possibility,
yes,” he said. “But we need to
look at our service levels today
for the safety of the firefighters.”
CEO for York Region, Bruce
McGregor said the last time
council addressed the issue was
in 1997. “I have heard the rumours but we haven’t dealt with
it here, at least at this point,” he
said.
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Tennyson Tidbits
If you see Kent Carleton on
March 29, join in with his family and friends and wish him a
very Happy 70th Birthday.
Cheers to you Kent!

her first great-great grandchild,
Audrey Lyn, on March 7, 2013
weighing 7lb. 5 oz. Proud parents are Sara Lyn and Brandon
Coxhead.

And, we also want to extend
our very best wishes to Charlie
Porte who will turn 68 on
March 29. Happy Birthday,
Charlie.

Happy BIG 75th Birthday
wishes go out to Carroll Hall
who celebrates on March 26.
Hope you have a great day!

The Pefferlaw Ladies 3-pitch
league has been playing ball at
the ball diamond in Pefferlaw
since the early 1980s providing great fun for three generations of women. I have heard
this year that registration has
Congratulations to Brad and
been slow and I am encouragLisa Dyball who have aning you to step up to the plate
nounced the safe arrival of
and hit one out of the park. To
their first child, Carter William register, give Lisa a call at
Ernest, born on Wed. February (289) 264-2940.
20, weighing in at 7lbs. 7oz.
First grandchild for Ernie and We send our sincere condoGlenda and first grandson for lences out to Val Kimber and
Gerry and Anne Mullett. Con- her family on the loss of her
husband, Greg. Mr. Kimber
grats to all!
passed away suddenly on
Doris Beare of Pefferlaw has
March 7.
proudly announced the birth of
Happy Birthday greetings also
go out to Dr. Bob Pike in Keswick as he celebrates his special day on March 21. Hope
you had a great day!

 Life Insurance
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Alf Judd (centre) celebrates the
generosity of D & R Painting
for providing the paint and
labour to give the Food Pantry
a face lift on March 5. Ryan
Winch (left) and David Kosar
(right) are hailed for giving
back to their community.

Peter Eustace began filling prescriptions at Eustace
Pharmacy in 1973 and at least one family member
since then has been helping guide Georgina residents along the road to good health at its Jackson’s
Point location. On March 13, the staff at Eustace
Pharmacy were on hand to celebrate another milestone with the Eustace family. Peter’s son Brent and
his wife Debbie are celebrating 13 years as independent owners of Eustace Pharmasave.
Photo: (L to R) Barry Magladery, Sarah Sheppard,
Charlene White, Lynda Christie, customer Ruby
Allison, Brent Eustace, Debbie Eustace, Saffara
Kaefer, Jody Blinoff, Marg Merriott. Staff regrets
were Kim Carroll, Margaret Renaud and Bill Budd.

March Break
for Angelina
Webster was
doing crafts
at the GAC.
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Minister salutes Lake Simcoe protection
Minister of the
Environment Mr.
Jim Bradley was on
hand on Friday,
March 8 at Pefferlaw Fish Huts to
provide a report
card on the health
of Lake Simcoe
since the implementation of the
Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.
He said the plan
has been a model
for other Ontario
jurisdictions and
with 1,500 stewardship projects
completed, it has
been effective in
reducing phosphorus levels, reducing
algae growth and
the return of natural trout populations.
“Lake Simcoe is a
gem so let’s keep it
as a gem,” he said.

(Above) Minister Jim
Bradley
shakes hands
with Mayor
Rob Grossi
after getting
skunked when
he tried his
hand at ice
fishing with
equipment
provided by
Pefferlaw
Fish Huts at
Holmes Point
Road.

DFO erects fence on Mossington Wharf
After submitting a
report to Georgina
council citing prohibitive costs to
dredge the Black
River, the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans (DFO)
recommended a
fence be erected on
the Mossington
Workers with Imperial Fence begin erectWharf to close off ing a fence to close access to the Mossingaccess.
ton Wharf which DFO says is unsafe.
“...we would like to
notify you that due
to concerns regarding the unin favour of erecting a fence on
the Wharf saying it would be
safe condition of the Black
unsightly.
River (Mossington Wharf) faDFO will also place signs at the
cility, we have retained ImpeWharf location to alert the pubrial Fence to erect a barricade
across the approach and along lic and reflective bands along
the East side of the wharf to the the face of the wharf to warn
mariners of the wharf’s posiwater edge,” DFO advised
tioning.
Georgina.
Councillor Smockum was not
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Cardboard sled races at the ROC—powerful fun

Despite a wicked cold wind, kids of all ages braved the blustery conditions to
race their handmade cardboard sleds down the toboggan hill at the ROC on
Thursday, March 14.
The event, sponsored by the Town of Georgina Recreation Department, attracted 80 participants and 40 sleds. Awards in the following categories were
handed out:
Most Creative Sled Award – Awarded to the “Dragon Sled” created by a
March Break Variety Camper; Largest Sled Award – Awarded to the “Big
Cardboard Car” created by a March Break Variety Camper; Fastest Sled
Award – Awarded to “Grease Lightning” created by Ben & Sammy White;
Farthest Sled Award – Awarded to “ Mario & Princess Peach” created by
Camden & Morghan Granger.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
On Mon. Mar. 25 at 7:30 pm the Lake
Simcoe Gardeners will present “Plants
that Bugs Die For” by speaker J. Paul
Lamarche at the Keswick United Church.
Join the Georgina Arts Centre for their
presentation of Hyde Park on Hudson at
the Reel Gems Theatre Movie Night on
Thurs. March 28 at 7:00 pm.

A Man in Black tribute starring Jim Yorfido as “Johnny Cash” in his “From Memphis to Folsom” show will be at the
Stephen Leacock Centre on Fri. April 12 at
8:00 pm. Call (905) 476-0193 for tickets.
Hospice Georgina is offering an opportunity to learn about the grief process at an
information session on Thurs. April 11 to
May 30 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Call (905)
722-9333 for further information.

Colour or hunt your way to a prize at the
Georgina Leisure Pool Easter Egg Hunt
from 1:30 to 3:30 pm on Mar. 30.
A local fundraising group in Beaverton is
hosting a Hawaiian Luau Dance on Sat.
Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw holds its
Apr. 13 to raise money to help find a cure
next monthly Community Dinner on
for leukemia. Silent auction and prizes for
Wed. April 3 at 6:00 pm. It’s free!
best costume. Fun starts at 8:00 pm.
Meet Ron Brown, the author of the “Top
115 Unusual Things To See in Ontario”.
He will be at the Peter Gzowski Library on
Tues. Apr. 9 at 7:00 pm. Free, but space is
limited.

The Hospice Georgina 16th Annual
Pansy Sale will be held on April 13 between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm at the LCBO
locations in Pefferlaw, Sutton and Keswick in addition to No Frills in Sutton, the
Get “Carded” at all three libraries and
Lake Simcoe Arms in Jackson’s Point and
enjoy refreshments and a chance to win
Freshco in Keswick. Advance orders can
some prizes. Sutton—April 9 from 4:00 to be place by April 10 by calling (905) 7227:00 pm; Keswick and Pefferlaw—April
9333.
10 from 5:00 to 8:00 pm.

Tel: Tel:
(289)
803-6409
(289)
803Ybele.koster@gmail.co

The Georgina Dragon Boat Club will be
hosting an information and registration
evening Tues, April 16 from 7:00 to 9:00
pm at the Ice Palace in Keswick.
Friends of Georgina Libraries want you to
join them in the fun and sign up to compete
in the Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee
which will be held at the ROC on Thurs.
April 18. Call (905) 476-7233.
Family Services York Region is raising
money to fund Youth at Risk Outreach
Programs and they are hosting a fund raising family Monopoly Tournament with
cash prizes on Sat. April 20 in Newmarket.
Call (905) 722-7284 for details.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Treadmill For Sale—Call (905) 7225774
Interlocking Paving Stones, 250 sq.
ft. redish brown, herringbone pattern.
Best offer. Call (705) 437-1332

