
Three proposed solar farms in Geor-
gina with a capacity to generate up to 
30 megawatts of energy a year have 
some residents trying to rationalize the 
loss of over 150 hectares (381 acres) 
of arable farm land and the disappear-
ance of their way of life.  
Skypower Limited has leased farm 
land from three separate property 
owners in Georgina to install approxi-
mately 300,000 photovoltaic (PV) 
solar panels that will power approxi-
mately 3,000 homes once the energy is 
connected to the grid.  
The 61.9 hectares (153 acres) located 
on the south side of Old Homestead 
east of Park Rd. will be known as the 
EarthLight Solar farm; the 38.17 hec-
tares (94 acres) on the north side of 
Old Homestead east of Park Rd. is the 
GoldLight solar farm; and the 54.41 
hectares (134 acres) on the south east 
corner of Frog St. and Park Road has 
been given the name BeamLight.  
“These solar panels will be about 10 
feet from our fence line and they will  
wrap in an ‘L’ shape around our 
house,” said Sarah Coates, a property 
owner on Old Homestead Road. Ms. 
Coates said the view from every win-
dow in her home will include a vista 
of solar panels.  

She says the neighbouring solar farm 
is forcing her out of her home and her 
country way of life.  
“This is absolutely awful. We are 
looking for houses now because they 
have literally forced us out of our 
home, “ she said, adding, regular visits 
from wildlife in the area such as a doe 
and her fawn will no longer be part of 
the country landscape she has enjoyed.  
Skypower has held two public infor-
mation sessions at the Egypt Hall as 
part of their obligation as the manager 
of the projects. But many attending the 
events have left disillusioned and frus-
trated.  
“It doesn’t make any sense,” says Ted 
Lyddiatt, a resident who owns a farm 
neighbouring one of the solar farm 
sites. “I don’t know why it is okay to 
use up farmland so farmers can’t grow 
anything and people have to buy food 
from the U.S.,” Mr. Lyddiatt said.  
Denise Sheedy, the owner of the prop-
erty where the GoldLight solar farm 
will be located, said she and her hus-
band did a lot of research before 
agreeing to lease their land to Sky-
power and she believes they are doing 
the right thing.  
“This was definitely an informed  
Continued on page 11... 
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SPRING HAS SPRUNG AND IT IS TIME TO GET YOUR HOME 
ON THE MARKET! — THESE PEOPLE DID!  

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com 

If you WANT the mosquito 
control program—do nothing  
Changes to the guidelines for the Pefferlaw/Port 
Bolster mosquito control program are confusing 
residents says Mike Baskerville, Engineering 
Manager for the Town of Georgina.  
In previous years residents who wanted their 
property treated with Bti to control the mosquito 
population were required to submit their permis-
sion to the Town in writing.  
But now the opposite is true.  
Only those who do not want their property 
treated are required to submit an objection in 
writing to the town. All properties within the 
treatment area will be treated if no objection 
form is received. 
“We have a problem. People are not reading the 
letter and sending in the form or registering on-
line thinking they are registering their support 
but unfortunately it’s an objection,” said Mr. 
Baskerville.  
He is recommending those residents who have 
made that mistake should contact the Town of 
Georgina immediately so their property will be 
included in the program.  
According to Barry Tyler, president of the com-
pany contracted to deliver the program, the warm 
spring temperatures may result in earlier larvae 
development which will ultimately move the 
start of the program up. “We could be starting as 
early as the end of March or first week of April.” 
he said. 



I hope the recent announce-
ment of the anti-smoking by-
law for the outdoors doesn’t 
“cloud” the issue of the need to 
rescind By-law 2011-0121.  
I think we can all recognize a 
“smoke screen” when we see 
it.  
 

Daisy Falle  
Jackson’s Point.  
 

Time to clear up 
the confusion 
When council for the Town of 
Georgina decided to fund the 
defamation lawsuit for Grossi 
vs. McLean, taxpayers stam-
peded en-masse asking for the 
indemnification by-law to be 
“rescinded”.  
But, the definition the town 
uses for the word “rescind” 
will not get taxpayers off the 
hook for the legal bills.  
Here is where the confusion 
lies—a dictionary definition 
for the word rescind is:—to 
remove the validity or au-
thority of something. — to 
declare a decision or enact-
ment null and void.  
So in the minds of taxpayers 
“rescinding” the by-law should 
have gotten them off the hook. 
But that is not the case.  
According to the CAO, re-
scinding the by-law will only 
stop legal payments for the suit 
from the date it is “rescinded” 
and “rescinding” it will not 
make it retroactive. The town 
is waiting until all the legal 
bills are in and paid, before 
they make a motion to rescind 
the by-law.  
The only way taxpayers will 
get what they want is to have 
council make and pass a mo-
tion to “reconsider” the by-
law. Here is the dictionary 
definition for the word 
“reconsider”:—to consider 
again, especially with a view 
to a reversal of previous ac-
tion. 
The bottom line is, in presenta-
tions to council over this issue 
and in the wording of petitions 
that were submitted, taxpayers 

should have asked for a 
“reconsideration” of the by-
law and not the “rescinding” of 
the by-law.  
But, who was to know.  
Council and the CAO must 
surely realize that no matter 
what word they use, that tax-
payers do not feel that they 
should be paying for these 
legal fees. The CAO says the 
by-law is being rescinded “to 
alleviate public concerns”. 
But in my opinion, rescinding 
the by-law after the bills are 
paid is like leaving the barn 
door open after the cows have 
left and it doesn’t address pub-
lic concerns at all. The public 
is concerned with asking coun-
cil to do whatever needs to be 
done so we don’t get stuck 
with the legal bills. So 
“tomato” or “tomatoe”—it all 
adds up to same thing—we 
don’t want to pay, period.  
Karen Wolfe, Editor 
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Spring has sprung and the sap is running  

Spring break for these young-
sters meant a trip to visit 
Grandma Brenda Wight on Old 
Homestead Road and help her 
collect sap that has been run-
ning for a few weeks now.  
Ms. Wight taps four trees for 
about three weeks on her prop-
erty and normally gets about 
three pints of maple syrup once 

it is all boiled down. This year 
she bought a new stove  to help 
with the process. 
“Some day I would like to have 
my own sugar bush,” she says.  
Pictured above and collecting 
the sap (left to right) are: Adam 
Wight, Mariana Ninkovic, Joey 
Wight and Stefan Ninkovic.  
 



Tennyson Tidbits 
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Just a note to remind resi-
dents to make sure their vehi-
cles are locked every night. 
I’ve heard there has been a 
rash of vehicle break-ins 
around Pefferlaw lately and 
the only clue we have is they 
didn’t like Michael Buble’s 
Christmas CD.  
 

Congratula-
tions to 
Luke Stanis-
cia from 
Pefferlaw 
who closed 
out his five-
year post-
secondary 
career with 
the Ryerson 

Rams basketball team with a 
game-high 14 rebounds in his 
final game wearing the Ryer-
son Rams team jersey. Luke 
graduates this year with a 
degree in Public Administra-
tion.  

 Happy Birthday greetings to 
Carroll Hall who will cele-
brate her special day on 
March 26. Happy Birthday 
for a great year ahead,  
Carroll.  
 

Don Thompson has finally 
made it to the BIG 65 Club 
and Terry, Michela and Ma-
son send all their love and 
best wishes to cowboy Don 
on March 31.  
 

We would like to take a mo-
ment to remember one of 
Georgina’s most loved and 
respected citizens. Doris Fer-
guson, 95, passed away on 
March 8. Club 55 members 
will recognize Doris as a key 
organizer and participant at 
the Georgina Senior Games. 
Doris and her family were 
long-time cottagers before 
becoming permanent resi-
dents. We send out our sin-
cere condolences to her fam-
ily and many friends.  
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Ice Owl game 
 

The Ice Owls, a sight impaired 
hockey team from Toronto, faced off 
against members from the Georgina 
Fire Department to raise money for 
two Georgina not-for-profit organiza-
tions.  
Above, event organizer Ken Hacken-
brook (left centre), Regional Council-
lor Danny Wheeler (centre) and MP 
Peter Van Loan (right centre) drop 
the over-sized and sound retrofitted 
puck at centre ice to begin the game.  

The event, which was held at the Sut-
ton area on Sunday, March 12 ended 
in a 5/5 tie and raised close to $4,000. 
(Photo top left) Mary Margaret Thor-
burn (second from the right) from 
Hospice Georgina accepts a cheque 
for $2,155 from the proceeds of the 
event. 
(Photo bottom left) Three members 
from the Georgina Historical Society 
gratefully accept a donation of 
$1790.00.    
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Lots to do for March Break 

 

(Photo Right) Arden Rei-
chert, 7, from Sutton pre-
pares a piece of paper 
mache to apply to her 
Chihuahua  at the Geor-
gina Arts Centre where 
26 kids created Oaxacan 
paper mache carvings.  
(Photo Bottom) At the 
Pioneer Village this 
group of vacationing stu-
dents built covered wag-
ons during a two-day 
Spring Break camp there.  



The Training Centre in Sutton (GTTI) 
held its 6th Annual Job Fair at the Ice 
Palace in Keswick on Tuesday, March 13 
where more than 350 job seekers made 
the rounds visiting 22 recruitment booths.  
According to GTTI executive director 
Bruce Franklin the event was a roaring 
success and the response from job seek-
ers is indicative of the high unemploy-
ment rates in Georgina.  
“The event was an incredible success and 
the numbers we had come in solidifies 
the high number of unemployed in our 
community,” he said. “And, the fact that 
we run this at March break makes it very 
timely for students looking for their sum-
mer job.” 
Mr. Franklin said he believes that be-
tween 60 and 70 per cent of participants 
looking for work were students.  
“One of our exhibitors told us that this 
event was his ‘go to’ event to hire sum-
mer workers. He comes every year and 
he gets the majority of his summer help 
from this job fair,” he said.  
“All in all it was a great success and I 
was really thrilled.” 
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GTTI hosts 6th Annual Job Fair in Keswick 

Top Photo: (L to R)  Students Jason Tito, 
Wahid Haroon and Sheldon Brown from 
Keswick High stop by the Garden Lore 
booth to hand in resumes for summer jobs. 
Bottom Photo: (L to R) Deborah Guiga 
and Lidia Pantic from Community Living 
have hired many of their 160 support 
workers at this job fair.  
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EXPERIENCED “IN-HOME” 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 

AVAILABLE! 

Students invited to explore self-employment  

Students returning to school in the fall are 
being invited to enroll in a York Small 
Business enterprise where they can develop 
their entrepreneurial skills this summer and 
make some money at the same time.  
Students between the ages of 15 and 29 
will learn how to set up their own busi-
nesses after completing 12 hours of train-
ing in the 
‘Summer Com-
pany’ program. 
They will receive 
$1,500 to cover 
start-up costs of a 
summer business 
and up to $1,500 
upon program completion to return to 
school.  
“York Small Business Enterprise Centre 
facilitates hands-on business training from 
successful business mentors and an oppor-
tunity to discover if they have what it takes 
to be an entrepreneur,” said Adam Kallio 
of the York Small Business Enterprise 
Centre.  
According to Mr. Kallio, participating stu-
dents will require a good summer company 

idea, commitment and hard work. To qual-
ify, student must submit an application and 
a detailed business plan for approval.  
“This is a great opportunity for students to 
explore self-employment,” Mr. Kallio said.  
In the past, ‘Summer Company’ entrepre-
neurs have set up on-the-spot car detailing 
companies, technology testing enterprises 

and youth counselling businesses. 
The York Small Business Enterprise Cen-
tre provides assistance to new businesses 
and developing enterprises located in the 
municipalities of Aurora, East Gwillim-
bury, Georgina, King, Newmarket and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville.  
For more information on the ’Summer 
Company’ program, interested parties are 
invited to contact Mr. Kallio at (877) 464-
9675 ex. 1584 or visit www.ontario.ca/
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 Life Insurance 

Live Theatre Review 

The Spirit is a Spirit  
Bossy and feisty Sadie Beastly 
is devastated by the death of 
her husband John in the open-
ing scene of ‘The Spirit is a 
Spirit’, a live production cur-
rently on stage at 
the Beaverton 
Town Hall. And 
Sadie, played by 
Kathy Davidson, is 
quite unprepared 
for John’s ghostly 
visits as he attempts 
to do one final good 
deed so he can be granted ac-
cess to Heaven.  
But when John’s spirit con-
fesses that his good deed will 
also prevent the Anglican-
church-going Sadie from going 
to Hell, she struggles to change 
her domineering ways which 
leads her family to believe that 
she is slowly losing her mind.  
Kathy Davidson plays a con-
vincing Sadie and even with a 
wardrobe malfunction on 

opening night that saw her 
skirt fall to the floor, she 
barely missed a beat in her 
performance as the churlish 
grandmother.  

Written by Paul 
Tremeer and di-
rected by Douglas 
Tardif, ‘The 
Spirit is a Spirit’ 
is the final install-
ment of Mr. Tre-
meer’s five-play 
story of the 

Beastly family living on a farm 
south of Beaverton.  
Pefferlaw locals will recognize 
John Wright as Sadie’s buf-
foon of a son-in-law and his 
two daughters, Carissa and 
Katelyn Wright, who debuted 
in the production as trick or 
treaters.  
The show runs until March 31 
and the production is good fun 
even without the wardrobe 
malfunction.  



Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

 STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Youth enrolled in Beavers and 
Scouts have fun engaging in 
various activities throughout 
the year but the one event that 
always attracts enthusiastic 
energy is the Annual Kub Kar 
races.  
This year 95 participants from 
the Pefferlaw, Sutton, Keswick, 
Mount Albert, Holland Landing 
and Bradford Beaver and Scout 
organizations competed in the 
Kub Kar races at the Pefferlaw 
Lions Community Centre on 

Saturday, March 17. The kids 
make their own cars and at the 
Scout level, these models can 
take the shape of transport 
trucks—or even an outhouse on 
wheels.  
The six-lane track is connected 
electronically to a computer 
which immediately determines 
the winner and the winning 
times within a fraction of a 
second.  
Winning kub kars can make the 
run in less than 2.8 seconds.  

It’s number three by a nose  



Continued from page 1.  
decision,” she said. “My husband and I 
have decided to be part of the energy solu-
tion. We are taking action to live green and 
to do what we feel is right.”  
She believes the GoldLight green energy 
project is the best use of her land and re-
newable energy and sustainable living ap-
peals to her conservationist spirit. 
 “Living so close to Lake Simcoe, we are 
aware of the lake’s sensitivity to a multi-
tude of contaminants that seep into the 
water from various sources, one being the 
chemical pesticides and fertilizers used 
annually on our fields to improve crop 
yield,” she says. “Solar energy is less in-
trusive on the land and is quiet, with no 
moving parts compared to all other power 
generation methods,” she says.  
Ms Sheedy says after the 20-year contract 
expires, her land, (unlike the farmland 
used for sod farms which experiences soil 
erosion and various chemical applications), 
should be in pristine condition and suitable 
for the finest organic farming. 
“You could say we are early adopters of 
what we expect will become mainstream in 
years to come. Canadians and our govern-
ment must come to terms with climate 
change and dwindling fossil fuel reserves.  
We are taking action now to ensure renew-
able energy is put into practice, something 
we truly believe in.”  
Ron Turner, a neighbour to the east of Ms. 
Sheedy’s farm, says he supports the green 
energy concept as long as it delivers effi-
cient energy and doesn’t increase the cost 
of his hydro bill. But, he also feels some-
one should be accountable to homeowners 
whose properties are being devalued be-
cause of the proximity of the solar panels.  
“I’m probably not as bad off as some, but 
it is going to destroy my property value,” 
he said. “There are probably seven or eight 

families here that are going to be affected 
and why should my property be devalued 
because of this and why should I have to 
end up looking at these things and then end 
up paying a higher hydro bill.”  
Mr. Turner says, aesthetically a solar farm 
looks like a tall office building that has 
fallen over and he says he expected a gov-
ernment presence at the public information 
forum to answer some questions.  
“We are all trying to find out where we can 
go to get answers and we don’t know who 
to contact. Nobody really knows and the 
meetings are just a big sales pitch,” he 
says.  
Ms. Sheedy says she 
is sensitive to her 
neighbours’ con-
cerns regarding the 
aesthetics of the so-
lar panels and as a 
result she has left a 
vacant two acre par-
cel of land close to 
the road.  
“I can’t argue with 
the fact that the pro-
posed solar farm 
runs contrary to the 
quiet, country life-
style we usually en-
joy,” she said. “It 
makes me wonder  
‘are we really being 
bad neighbours’ or 
are people reluctant 
to accept the incon-
venient truth that 
renewable energy is 
now a fact of life.”  
Skypower was con-
tacted but didn’t not 
respond to questions 
for this story.  
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Solar energy farms creating a buzz among landowners along Old Homestead Rd. 

Top Left: EarthLight 
     (153 acres) 
Top Right:  BeamLight 
     (134 acres) 
Bottom Left: GoldLight 
      (94 acres)  



Jazz musicians are invited to 
join a Jazz Jam at Christ 
Church in Roches Pt. on 
Sunday, March 24 at 4:00 
p.m.  
 

Grab a bid number for $3 
and participate in the Sutton 
Agricultural Society’s An-
nual Silent Auction at 7:00 
p.m. at the Kin Hall on Sat-
urday, March 31.  
 

Hey Kids! Hippity Hop to 
the Port Bolster Hall on 
Saturday, March 31 for the 
Easter Egg Hunt from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Crafts and 
refreshments.  
 

Club 55 in Pefferlaw is host-
ing a free Spring Social at 
noon on April 3 at the Pef-
ferlaw Lions Hall where 
they will also conduct a 
Quilt Raffle.  
 

Cedardale Church in Peffer-
law is offering a Free  

Community Meal on 
Wednesday, April 4 at 6:00 
p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information call 
(705) 437-2170.  
 

Check out the Reader Fever 
Author Series at your local 
library and meet the authors 
on April 11, April 18 and 
April 26. Call your local 
branch for details.  
 

The Beaverton Legion is 
hosting dinner and a show 
with a Las Vegas entertainer 
and tribute artist on Satur-
day, April 14. And on April 
29 come for breakfast as 
they raise money for leuke-
mia research.  
 

The Grate Groan-Up Spell-
ing Bee is back and you are 
invited to pull together a 
team and register for the 
Thursday, April 19 event at 
the ROC chalet. Call (905) 
722-5762 ext. 121.  

Lakeview Manor in Beaver-
ton is hosting their Annual 
Spring Fashion Show at 
8:00 p.m. on May 8. Tickets 
available at Maxine’s.  
 
Tickets are on sale now for 
the Jack and Jill party for 
Amy O’Neill and Andrew 
Menezes on May 26 at the 
Pefferlaw Lions Hall. Door 
prizes, games and draws. 
Call (705) 437-1977 for 
tickets ($10). Age of major-
ity required.   
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Coming Events & Announcements 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
89 High St. Sutton with balcony and laundry. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Call (905) 722-3640. 

 

FREE — Upright antique piano. Ivory keys. 
Moving and unable to take it. You move.  

Call (705) 437-4610.   
 

FOR SALE  
Solid oak dining room suite. Six chairs (2 

captain). 2 leaves (one at each end), buffet 
and hutch. Dining room table is 42 inches by 
93.5 inches with both leaves. Asking $500. 

Call (705) 437-4610.  
 

FOR SALE  
Tri-fold tonneau cover for a 2010 four door 

Chev Silverado pick-up. Excellent condition. 
Asking $325 or best offer.  

Call (705) 437-1746.  
 

CHESTERFIELD SUITE FOR SALE 
Chair is a recliner and the chesterfield has 
two recliners. Like new. Non smokers. Light 
brown cloth with leather trim.  Asking $250 

complete. Call  Max (705) 437-7867.  
 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
Maximum Services—Licensed since 1983. 
Pick up and delivery. Call (289) 231-4447. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Tel: (289) 803-6409 

SPRING 


