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And the winner is…”The ROC” — New name for Recreational Outdoor Campus
The town is in the
“The ROC”, an acroprocess of making an
nym for Recreational
application to have
Outdoor Campus is the
the name tradenew name chosen for
marked.
the $14.9 million facilConstruction of the
ity being constructed at
new facility is althe Civic Centre.
ready underway with
Council met to approve
new baseball diathe name on Tuesday,
monds and soccer
March 16 and accordpitches ready for the
ing to Mayor Rob
coming season.
Grossi, it is a name that
And crews will be
met with the approval
busy throughout the
of several youth groups
spring, summer and
who were consulted
fall in an effort to
during the naming
meet their March
process.
2011 deadline.
“They were fabulous
The sports complex
and very creative,” he
will sit on 150 acres
said. “It was something
of land surrounding
they liked and at the
the Civic Centre and
end of the day, it is
will also include a
their facility.”
splash pad, a natural
A Steering Committee
Above (Left to Right) Sue Plamondon, Chief Administrative Officer, Brock McDonskating rink, tennis
involved in overseeing
ald, Manager of Leisure Services and Rob Grossi, Mayor, all agree with the name
courts, a chalet, skiThe ROC project encouncil approved for the new outdoor recreational campus being constructed at
ing, downhill tubing,
dorsed the name saying
the Civic Centre.
toboggan slides,
“It delivers a strong,
clear message that, in its acronym (ROC) text. The Steering Committee was looking BMX bike runs, beach volleyball, basketball and a host of walking and hiking trails.
personifies the strength and character of
for a name that was easily recognizable
the park and in its full form, (Recreational and one that would create a unique identity Funding for the project comes from federal, provincial and municipal budgets.
Outdoor Campus), places the park in con- that connected with its target market.”

SPRING IS HERE AND SO IS THE SPRING REAL ESTATE MARKET
If you’ve been contemplating buying that first home or your last
home, now is the time! And, if you are thinking of selling your home,
now is the time too! Let’s get your “move on” before the good old
HST comes into effect. For all of your real estate needs or questions,
do not ever hesitate to call or email.
Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211
or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract

Sales Representative

Teresa Millar
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EQAO test results should raise
questions
Every year when I publish the
Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO)
test results for Grade 3 and
Grade 6 students in Georgina, I
hear from educators and those
affiliated with our education
system. They oppose the use of
these statistics to compare
schools. Rather, they believe
the results should be used for
planning school improvement.
Well, I’m all for that but if the
school’s performance consistently demonstrates a downward trend, as Morning Glory
Public School has done for the
past five years (see page 4),
then I have to ask if the results
ARE being used to plan school
improvement.
I sit as a member of the School
Council there and over the
years I’ve covered numerous
events and success stories. I
know the principal and the
teachers at the school quite
well and in my experience,
they have always demonstrated
a sincere commitment to the
kids and I’m impressed by
their progressive approach to
education.
Last year when I published the
test results, I had a long talk
with the principal and she explained how difficult it is to
compare schools using only
the test results. She said they
don’t take into account the
socio-economic factors at play
in a community nor the number of special needs students at
the school. Our school trustee
also echoed those sentiments
and so did the Manager of
Public Affairs and Communications for the York Board.
The premise was that Morning
Glory was located in a lowincome area and the school had
a high percentage of special
needs students.
But, if you look at the Fraser
Institute’s compilation of the
data this year, you will see that
parent income and the number
of special needs students have

been factored into the equation. In fact, the average parent
income at Morning Glory is
higher than all of the other
Georgina elementary schools
except one and higher still than
the two top performance
schools in Newmarket. In addition, of the 13 elementary
schools in Georgina, eight
schools have a higher percentage of special needs students
than Morning Glory. Yet
Morning Glory’s Fraser Institute rating of 3.2 is the lowest
in York Region.
I don’t have elementary school
age children but if I did, you
can bet I would be asking why
Morning Glory students continue to score so low on the
these tests.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Effectiveness of mosquito control
program in jeopardy
The Bti mosquito control program will go ahead for the Pefferlaw area this year but town
staff and executives of the Pefferlaw Ratepayers Association
(PAR) are concerned about the
effectiveness of the program.
According to Mike Baskerville,
Engineering Manager for the
Town of Georgina, residents
and land owners who have not
returned their signed permission forms will be classified as
objectors to the program.
“I am concerned with how effective it will be without more
landowner cooperation,” he
said adding, 866 consent forms
have been received and 754 still
need to be returned.
He said those landowners who
do not return the forms will be
considered “objectors” to the
program and as such, their
property and those properties
within a designated buffer zone
around the objector, will not be

treated—even if those property
owners within the buffer zone
have given their consent.
Megan Keith, president of the
Pefferlaw Ratepayers Association, is also concerned and is
urging everyone to return their
signed consent forms as soon as
possible.
“The effectiveness of the program is in jeopardy,” she said.
“If council thinks there are not
enough people who care about
this we are at risk of losing the
program.”
Ms. Keith and members of PAR
will conduct door to door canvassing of the protected area to
urge residents to reply.
“I want every single house to
reply, either giving their permission or not,” she said.
Questions about the Bti mosquito control program can be
directed to Ms. Keith at (705)
437-4409 or Mike Baskerville
at (705) 437-2210.
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Eight Georgina schools improving
performance while others decline
The Fraser Institute, an independent research company
which compiles data from province-wide Grade 3 and Grade 6
EQAO test scores, has released
their 2009 Report Card that
shows improvement in eight of
the nine Georgina elementary
schools that were listed as the
bottom performing schools in
York Region in 2008. In fact,
improvements in the 2009
EQAO tests were significant
enough to remove four Georgina schools completely from
the list of the 10 lowest scoring
elementary schools in York
Region--Jersey Public in Keswick, Lake Simcoe Public
School in Keswick, Prince of
Peace Catholic Elementary
School in Keswick and Sutton
Public School in Sutton are no
longer on the list.
“This absolutely is a good news
story,” said Ross Virgo, Manager of Public Affairs and
Communication for the York
Region District School Board.
However, Mr. Virgo cautions
parents against using the Fraser
Institute data to compare school
performance.
“The YRDSB does not endorse
that the data that the Fraser
Institute uses be used to compare schools. The data that are
collected not only through the
EQAO (Education Quality and
Accountability Office) tests, but
through report cards and

through other tests that are carried out in the classroom are
used for a basis for school improvement in every one of our
162 schools across York Region.”
The two schools in Georgina
that did not show improvement
in the EQAO test results in
2009 were Morning Glory Public School in Pefferlaw and W J
Watson Public School in Keswick. Morning Glory topped
the list of the 10 lowest rated
schools in York Region with a
Fraser Institute rating of 3.2 and
W J Watson was added to the
list this year with a rating of
3.4. In fact, both schools have
demonstrated a downward trend
in test results over the past five
years.
“The reality is that neither we
in this school district nor anyone has a magic solution for
schools that are underperforming,” Mr. Virgo said.
“We are continuing to focus on
improvement. These results are
a benchmark of success. They
are not the be-all and end-all for
individual student success and
we encourage parents to look at
the individual performance of
their kids and not to rely exclusively on the findings of a one
or two-day test.”
Parents can view the Fraser
Institute website at:
www.fraserinstitute.org/
reportcards

(Above) The EQAO test results show school performance in reading, writing and math compared to the average performance of
all schools within the York Region District School Board.
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GTTI hosts fourth annual Job Fair at Ice Palace in Keswick
The fourth annual Georgina
Trades Training Inc. (GTTI)
Job & Community Resource
Fair opened on Wednesday,
March 17 at the Ice Palace in
Keswick to rave reviews from
both employers and those
looking for work and training
opportunities.
According to Jennifer Button,
project coordinator at the
GTTI, the timing of the job
fair this year during March
break gave Georgina youth a
greater opportunity to explore
the job market.
“We had over 200 job seekers
there which exceeded last
year’s event,” Ms. Button
said. “Many of the employers
were happy to see so many
young people out and a number of them found candidates
and have made appointments
for follow-up interviews.”
Ms. Button said it was a valuable experience for young

people as it gave them exposure to employers and an opportunity practice their interview skills.
The Job Fair featured a cross
section of local employers
offering landscaping, hospitality, health care and painting
employment opportunities
and several organizations
were on hand to provide information on training and
educational programs.
Wendy Higginson from Keswick and her daughter, Jennifer, said they were delighted
to be able to get so much information on employment
opportunities and training
programs all in one spot.
“We are getting a lot of information here particularly for
youth opportunities for my
daughter and I’m interested in
the opportunities for personal
support workers,” she said.

(Left to right) Wendy Higginson from Keswick and her daughter
Jennifer fill out forms that will help them in their job search at the
GTTI Job and Community Resource Fair held at the Ice Palace in
Keswick on Wednesday, March 17. Over 200 job seekers attended
the fair where local employers and training and educational professionals were on hand to discuss opportunities.

6

“The wearing of the green”
You didn’t have to be Irish
to have a good time at the
Belvedere Cookhouse and
Saloon in Pefferlaw on St.
Patrick’s Day.
Party-goers sporting green
hats and other accoutrements filled the bar with
fun, dancing and laughter
as The Fullbrooks entertained the crowd with Irish
music and song.
St. Patrick’s Day is an
official holiday in Newfoundland and Labrador
and recognizes Saint Patrick (432 AD) as the principal champion of Irish
Christianity. Legend has it
he used a three-leafed
shamrock to explain the
Holy Trinity.

A good time was had by all on St.
Paddy’s Day at the Belvedere Cookhouse and Saloon in Pefferlaw.
(Top photo: L to R) Jess, Luke and
Joel Beaudrow. (Centre photo: L to
R) Steve Pelley and Mike Price.
(Bottom photo) The Fullbrooks.

Ice Owls take on Georgina coaches
The visually
impaired Toronto Ice Owls
hockey team
and a team of
Georgina
hockey coaches
played to an 1111 tie during a
benefit hockey
game to raise
money for the
Georgina Food
Pantry.
Organizers for the event,
Lorraine and Ken Hackenbrook
presented a cheque for $6,195
to Alf Judd, the Georgina Food
Pantry manager prior to the
game at the Sutton Arena on

Sunday, March 14 but the total
contribution grew to $6,500
after gate receipts.
Georgina’s oldest hockey fan,
Ted Petkoff, 106, (centre) was
there to help drop the puck.
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Ooops! Anyone got a bridge handy?

Tennyson Tidbits
Do you know a “watershed
hero”? The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
is looking for individuals who
are working hard to improve the
environment. They will present
seven conservation awards to
deserving groups/individuals
who are seen by their peers as
environmental role models.
Nomination forms can be
downloaded from
www.lsrca.on.ca or contact
Dana Eldon for information
(905) 895-1281, ext. 242.

With the unseasonably warm weather in Georgina over the
past couple of weeks, these anglers got caught short handed
when they left their vehicles on the ice at the bottom of Hadden Rd. in Virginia. By the time they got back in from fishing,
the ice they drove in on, had disappeared.
York Regional Police (YRP) and the Ministry of Natural Resources have both issued warnings urging residents to stay
away from lakes, rivers and streams at this time of year. A
YRP communique states: “As a result of the milder weather,
open water is now present on Lake Simcoe and surrounding
ponds, rivers and streams. York Regional Police is reminding
everyone to stay off the ice as it is now dangerously unsafe
and still extremely cold.”

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

The York North office of the
Heart and Stroke Foundation
is recruiting teams to participate
in Sutton’s Big Bike for
Stroke event which will take
place on Saturday, June 12,
2010. Local organizations are
invited to help “Ride Over
Heart Disease & Stroke” by
getting a team of 29 to ride the
streets of Sutton on Canada’s
only 30 seat bicycle. Call Jessica Williams at (905) 8536355.
The Friends of the Library are
once again looking for teams
for the Grate Groan-up Spelling Bee, a fund raising event to
support literacy initiatives. Call
Lorna at (905) 722-5702.
We would like to wish a very
Happy 1st Birthday to Ava
Gardner. This birthday wish
comes with love from Gramma
and Poppa Geniole, all aunts,
uncles and cousin Natallie.

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Birthday wishes are also extended to Art Mitchell who
turns 94 on March 27. Cheers to
you, Art.
We also hear that David Weir
celebrated a birthday on March
22. Happy Birthday, David!
Terry, Michela and Mason send
their love and best wishes to
Don Thompson who celebrates
his birthday on March 31.
“Happy Birthday to a Great
Guy!”
Congratulations to Christopher
Verdoold and Alison Butler
on the birth of a second son,
5lbs. 14 oz. on Sat. March 20, a
baby brother for Trystin.
We were saddened to hear of
the sudden passing of Christiaan Denbraasem at Southlake Regional Health Centre on
March 12. Mr. Denbraasem was
a Pefferlaw Lions member and
World War II veteran. He is
survived by his wife Johanna,
four children and 10 grandchildren.
We send our sincere regrets and
condolences to the friends and
family of Wally Addison of
Sutton By the Lake who passed
away on Wednesday, March 17
at Southlake Regional Health
Centre.
We would also like to send our
condolences to the family and
friends of Darla Dunn, 56, who
passed away suddenly on
Wednesday, March 10.
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Lake Simcoe Oxygen Levels
Reports from anglers confirming greater
numbers of natural trout being caught in
Lake Simcoe support the latest Watershed Report Card Update which documents higher levels of dissolved oxygen
which means good news for the cold
water fishery.
Dissolved oxygen in the lake water is a
key indicator of the environmental
health of the lake and is thus closely
monitored. Higher leves are better, favouring indigenous, coldwater fish spe-

Source: 2009 Watershed Report Card

cies like lake trout.
“This is great news for the lake and also
for the fishery industry,” says Virginia
Hackson, Chair of the LSRCA. “It’s
important to remember though, that
while the general trend is towards an
increase in dissolved oxygen levels in
the lake, some years are better than others.”
The Report Card reports on a number of
factors in addition to oxygen levels. A
copy can be found at www.lsrca.on.ca
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Crown seeks to appeal Middleton
sentence for angler attack
The sentence handed out to
Trevor Middleton, the 23 yearold Sutton man who was found
guilty of four counts of aggravated assault and two counts of
criminal negligence causing
bodily harm, is “manifestly
unfit” according to documents
filed by the Crown in seeking
leave to appeal Middleton’s
sentence.
On March 4, Kenneth Campbell, Director for the Crown
Law Office filed an application
for leave to appeal and a notice
to appeal Mr. Middleton’s sentence on the grounds that Judge
Alfred Stong erred in failing to
give adequate weight to the
numerous aggravating factors
in the case including the racially motivated nature of the
offence and the severe consequences of the crime.

The notice also states the judge
erred in principle by failing to
give adequate weight to the
impact of the offence on the
victims and on the community
as a whole.
It also says Judge Stong placed
too much emphasis on the relative youth of the accused and
the absence of a criminal record.
Mr. Middleton was found
guilty on December 15 for a
violent attack on Asian anglers
which left a 26 year-old Toronto man with permanent
brain damage.
He was sentenced to two years
less a day, was given a 10 year
driving suspension and must
perform 240 hours of community service following his release.

Pefferlaw forging plant now closed

After only a few months in
business, Birkshire Metal
Group has vacated the once
booming former Extrufix
plant in Pefferlaw.
Business partners Arnie Norris and Phill Holder leased the
40,000 sq. ft. plant last summer and installed equipment
to produce brass, copper and
aluminum products in a closed
die, hot forging process using
presses, CNC lathes and milling machines.
However, the plant closed in
mid-December 2009 after

barely turning on the equipment and the search is on to
find another tenant.
In an interview with the Pefferlaw Post when the partners
moved into the premises on
Hastings Rd. last summer,
they were looking forward to
a long and prosperous future
in Pefferlaw and were anticipating a workforce of up to 50
employees.
Calls to the principals involved for this story were not
returned.
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New trends in landscaping bring home rustic themes
You have read books, watched the gardening channel and even bought a landscaping
program for your computer and you still
have no idea where to put a flower garden,
what to plant in it or how to construct a
landscape feature that is functional and
esthetically pleasing.
Research suggests that landscaping as a
home improvement can increase the value
of a home by 100 to 200 per cent—
providing it is done well. And, for those of
us who have skills in other areas, professional landscape designers and builders
can offer an economical way to add value
to your home.
Living Landscapes on Old Homestead Rd.
west of Pefferlaw is owned and operated
by Terry and Denise Sheedy. And, according to the couple, the name of their company, Living Landscapes, suggests an environment that evolves and matures and
gets better with age.
“It has a life of its own and grows with the
people who use it. You live in it,” says
Terry.
As a professional landscape designer and
builder for over 25 years, Terry’s skills as
an outdoors visionary are supported by
Denise, who brings a life-long passion for
art and years of experience as a senior executive to the table.
“We like to think of our garden as an artistic piece even with a weathered piece of
driftwood or an unusual shaped rock,”
Denise says. “It is a setting that inspires
restfulness.”
The couple uses natural materials such as
stone, wood, plantings and complementary
landscape elements that create a harmonious setting.
“When we are finished, it looks like it belongs and ages beautifully,” Denise said.
The couple attends annual landscaping
shows and seminars to stay on top of new
trends and ideas. Recently, with the rising

costs of gasoline and increasing cottage properties, the trend toward
“staycations” is fueling a
desire to create an outdoor
environment at home, says
Terry.
“People want to invest in
their backyards because
they see now that the outdoors is an essential part
of their life and living,”
Denise said. “And people
with small children can’t
afford a cottage so they
(Left to Right) Denise and Terry Sheedy go over drawings
are vacationing at home
for a client of Living Landscapes.
and creating an oasis in
the yard,” adds Terry.
Another trend that is influencing landscape design is a move toward
“green living” and it supports Terry’s approach to
creating an outdoor space
with “rustic integrity”.
“It means using naturallyaged embellishments
with texture rather than
pre-cast products,” he
said. “And, it is more
informal and less linear,”
says Denise.
Green living landscape
trends have given way to
creating green spaces out
of spaces often overlooked such as roof tops
and vertical spaces such
as walls, says Denise.
However, at the end of
the day Terry says you
have to give the client
what the want. “We take
that and translate it into
the final product,”

12

Coming Events & Announcements

The Community Stream
Steward Program invites
you to a Pefferlaw River
Landowners’ Workshop
on Wed. Mar. 24 at 7:00
p.m. at the Pefferlaw Lions
Community Centre.

the Sutton Arena on April
17 (same time).

Help support the graduation trip of Grade 8 students at Morning Glory
Public School by attending
their Mardi Gras & Silent
Learn Perennial Container Auction to be held at 8:00
Gardening with the Beaver- p.m. on Saturday, March 27
ton Horticultural Society at the Udora Community
Annual Meeting on Thurs. Hall.
March 25, 7:30 p.m. at St.
The Udora United Church
Paul’s Anglican Church.
will host a Potluck Supper
Guest speaker is Vicki Tayon Apr. 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the
lor Scott. Call Barbra JackUdora Hall. The Easter Sunson (705) 426-4394.
day Service at the church
will be held at 9:00 a.m. on
On Friday, March 28, the
April 4.
Port Bolster Hall Board is
hosting a fundraising Chili
The Georgina Pioneer
Dinner from 5:00 to 7:00
Village is hosting their 4th
p.m. Tickets are $10 each
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on
and $5 for children 6 to 12.
Saturday, April 3 from 9:30
Call (705) 437-1821 or
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. to mark
(705) 437-1676..
the Easter Bunny’s visit.
There is still time to register Lots of crafts and hidden
for Lake Simcoe Minor
Easter eggs this year!
Softball. Go to the Keswick
The Knox United Church
Ice Palace on March 27,
Easter Sunday, April 4,
April 10 or April 17 from
10:00 a.m. worship service
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and

will feature a spiritual cantata by David Holborn.
The Georgina Brock Garden Club will meet on
Mon. April 12 at 7:30 at the
Udora Hall. Jack Kent from
the Potting Shed will be the
speaker. Call 437-4366.
Mark your calendar on Fri.
April 16 at 7:30 p.m. for the
Keswick United Church
Spring Fashion Show presenting Threadz Fashions.
Tickets $10 Call 476-5532.
The 4-H & Georgina
Brock Youth Garden Club
will meet on Sat. Apr. 17 at
1:30 p.m. at the Udora Hall
to select seeds for their giant plants.
The Udora Leaskdale Lions
will host a Yuk Yuks event
at the Udora Hall on April
17 at 7:00 p.m. Tickets $20.
Also sign up for their Pefferlaw River Canoe Run
on May 1. Call Jacquie at
(905) 437-2773.

CLASSIFIED ADS
HOME DAY CARE
Fun learning TLC environment, large
yard, healthy lunch & snacks. Qualified
ECE teacher. Receipts available. Call
(705) 437-2162
Eavestrough cleaning and protection
system installed. Fast service and
reasonable rates. Free estimates.
Call Eric (705) 437-4634 Pefferlaw
FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE—PEFFERLAW
Safe, loving and educational. Large
play area. Nutritious menu. Reliable
and experienced. Special needs welcome. Call (705) 513-0220
FOR RENT
1 BDRM. Apt. on High St. in Sutton.
Balcony. No pets. No Smoking. Call
(905) 722-3640.

FOR SALE—1991 Polaris Indy 650 Triple snowmobile. Good condition. Also
Roberto fooseball table. Like new.
Call (905) 898-9785
SEARCHING for other LADY MOTORCYCLISTS in Georgina and surrounding
area interested in getting together for a
periodic “Girls Day Out” on the bikes.
Dates/times/destinations TBA. Reply to
Motorcycklemama@aol.com

