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Council approves a 0.62 per cent increase in property taxes  
For the first time in many years, Georgina 
residents will get a bit of reprieve on their 
tax bills this year. After less than seven 
hours of budget negotiations, council ap-
proved in principle a 0.62 per cent increase 
that will see $23.65 being added to prop-
erty taxes for a house valued at 
$293,000.00.  
In total, the Town is going to spend close 
to $62 million in 2014 and this includes 
over $5 million that will be tucked away 
into reserves for future spending.  
While over half of the $62 million will 
come from property taxes ($32 million), 
the Town is able to fund the balance 
through a number of other funding 
sources: reserves ($5.5 million), federal 
gas tax money ($2.64 million), government 
grants ($440,240), development charges 
($345,960), revenues ($11 million), water 
and sewer rates ($9.6 million) and monies 
that were carried over from 2013 that were 
not spent ($1.29 million).  
So, what departments get the lion’s share 
of the spoils?  
Well, certainly the winner here is human 
resources because it will cost the Town 
about $22.2 million in salaries to keep the 
Civic Centre running in 2014 which 
equates to 48 per cent of the Town’s 
budget of close to $47 million ($62 million 
less the $10 million water and sewer 
budget less the $5 million put in re-
serves=$47 million).  

Operations and Engineering will spend 
approximately $10.6 million; Parks and 
Facilities will spend almost $10.4 million, 
Recreation and Culture about $5.2 million, 
Fire Services just over $6.3 million, Ad-
ministrative Services about $6.4 million, 
Planning and Building is about $3.68 mil-
lion, Library just over $2.1 million, CAO 
office is about $1.1 million and then 
Mayor and Council is $423,380.00. (All 
figures are approximate.)  
Out of the budgets in each department, a 
combined total of $2.8 million will be 
spent to hire consultants—of which $1.92 
million will pay for consultant fees to com-

plete the first phase of construction for the 
Sutton Hub. 
While the budget could be described as a 
‘just taking care of business’ document, 
there were a few new initiatives council 
agreed to support.  
Sidewalks for Station Road in Pefferlaw, a 
project that had been declined during 
budget negotiations in 2011 and 2012, 
were given the nod this year.  
“This is a very important section of side-
walk,” Brad Smockum, Councillor for 
Ward 5 told council “and I would hate to 
see the day come when someone gets  
Continued on page 4... 

McLean will seek election in Ward 4  

The former Director of Leisure Services 
for the Town of Georgina, John McLean 
has filed his nomination papers and has 
thrown his hat into the ring for election in 
Ward 4.   
“I want to bring openness back into local 
government and accountability and make 
decisions on good planning,” Mr. McLean 
said.  
A resident for fifty years, Mr. McLean 
says he has 33 years of combined experi-
ence in municipal government and service 
to his community. He spent four years as a 
ward councillor from December 1976 to 
December 1979, five years as Georgina’s 
Regional Councillor from 1980 to 1985 

and 22 years on staff at the Civic Centre.  
“I am totally knowledgeable regarding all 
aspects of Georgina’s municipal govern-
ment through 33 years of service both as a 
politician and a staff member,” McLean 
said. “That gives me a unique perspec-
tive.” 
He says his decision to enter the race was 
based on the fact that Mr. Hackenbrook, 
the current Ward 4 councilor, has decided 
to step down.  
“I would not be running if Ken Hacken-
brook was and hats off to him for his 
many years of service and being a true 
“people person” which I hope to continue  
Continued on page 5... 

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. 

www.teresamillar.com 

All you have to do is call or email me anytime!  

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. 

The Real Estate Market is Gearing UP!  
That’s right.  
Buyer’s are shopping and there 
are very few listings out there to 
show them.  
So if you have been thinking of 
making a move, call me and I 
can help you decide if it’s the 
right move for you!!! 
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Oh ya! Woohoo! With a prop-
erty tax increase of only 0.62 
per cent, it kinda makes you 
wish for an election every year.  
I’ve been covering the budget 
negotiations at the Civic Centre 
for some time now and I sort of 
got used to the drill—hunker 
down for up to 16 hours of de-
bate and drama as council scru-
tinized the budget binder line by 
line. I knew something was 
amiss when Tammi Roberts 
from the Civic Centre didn’t 
contact me to ask what I wanted 
for lunch on budget day.  
At first, I wasn’t sure what was 
going on when they started zip-
ping through the binder like 
each page had lice.  
But then it dawned on me. 
Rogers TV was broadcasting the 
proceedings live instead of tap-
ing them and as much as I get a 
kick out of the line by line de-
bate, I’m sure the drama would 
not keep Georgina audiences 
glued to their sets for 16 hours. 
And so, the process was reduced 
down to about seven hours con-
ducted over two days. 
I invite you to review the budget 
write-up in this issue to get a 
sense of where our money is 
going and I’ll spend the space 
here discussing a few observa-
tions about the deliberations.  
It was interesting to note that 
council members had been en-
couraged to submit their budget 
questions to staff in writing  
prior to budget day. This re-
sulted in a printed hand-out with 
staff’s responses. While it was 
effective in speeding up the 
process it left me wondering if 
all the stones had been over-
turned.  
The other thing that may have 
helped to move things along 
quickly was the fact that there 
were very few surprises in the 
budget. For the most part, it 
supports the day to day delivery 
of municipal services. However, 
one issue seemed quite notice-
able by its absence and that was 
the acquisition of the Sedore 
property.  

Beyond a line item for rental 
revenue of $1,760 and an expen-
diture of $10,000, I didn’t see 
any plans laid out for this prop-
erty in 2014 at all.  
The other thing I noticed was 
the amount of capital spending 
that was being supported 
through our reserves. In past 
years, staff seemed to be quite 
protective of the reserve fund 
and cautioned council against 
using them. Ultimately during 
those discussions, the tax levy 
was used to support these ex-
penditures and that resulted in 
the two or three per cent tax 
hikes we have become accus-
tomed to.  
This year however, very little 
opposition came from staff 
about using reserves for capital 
spending and this has resulted in 
the less than one per cent tax 
hike we can expect in 2014. See 
what I mean about this being an 
election year!  C’est la vie.  
 

Karen Wolfe, Editor 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 

Is this an election year...or what!? 
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Talks continue in hopes of finding  
common ground for development rights 

It was agreed that more meet-
ings are required to find some 
common ground to further the 
idea of a ‘development rights’ 
swap to move approved devel-
opment rights from Metrus-
owned Maple Lake Estates to 
other Georgina properties 
owned by them.  
Representatives from Metrus 
Developments, the North 
Gwillimbury Forest Alliance, 
the Town of Georgina, York 
Region, the Lake Simcoe Re-
gion Conservation Authority 
and the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing met on 
February 19 to iron out a path 
forward with all parties agree-
ing not to discuss the details of 
the meeting.  
In 2013, when the idea of a 
development rights swap was 
first introduced, Metrus-owned 
lands on the south side of Deer 
Park Rd. were being consid-
ered as a beneficiary of the 
swap. The provincial govern-
ment was invited to the discus-
sion table because these lands 
are located within the Green 
Belt Plan and it was recognized 
that the Ontario government 
would need to propose an 
amendment to the Green Belt 
Plan legislation in order to 
open these lands up to develop-
ment.  
However, according to Mr. 
Jack Gibbons of the North 
Gwillimbury Forest Alliance 
(NGFA), the two Metrus-

owned parcels of land on the 
south side of Deer Park Dr. are 
farmlands and should also be 
protected along with the North 
Gwillimbury Forest lands lo-
cated to the north.  
“Those lands are in a Green 
Belt protected countryside and 
they are currently off-limits to 
development,” he said. “They 
are farmland and so we think 
the vast majority of people in 
Georgina want to protect our 
farmland as well as our wet-
lands and significant wood-
lands.”  
Mr. Gibbons said Metrus-
owned land in south Keswick 
near Simcoe Landing, which 
already has development 
rights, is the appropriate loca-
tion for new development. 
“We think this is the most logi-
cal place before you even con-
sider expanding the urban 
boundaries,” he said.  
Mr. Gibbons said he could not 
go into the details of the Febru-
ary 19 meeting and that his 
comments were goals and ob-
jectives that the NGFA had set 
out and previously stated.  
Both representatives for 
Metrus Developments and the 
Town of Georgina who were 
contacted for this story, de-
clined to comment due to their 
pledge of silence.  
While dates for the next meet-
ing have not been confirmed, it 
could take place near the end 
of April.  
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Budget offers relief to taxpayers 

hurt.” Mr. Smockum made a 
motion to include the construc-
tion of the sidewalks in the 
budget and council approved 
the motion.  
Staff was asked to come back to 
council with a report identify-
ing the appropriate location for 
the sidewalks and council 
moved to fund the project from 
gas tax revenues.  
Council also agreed to create a 
Forestry Services Branch 
within the Parks Division and 
approved the hire of an arborist, 
the purchase of a bucket truck 
and arborist equipment for a 
total expenditure of 
$251,000.00.  
The Sutton Hub (the former 
Sutton Public School) on Dal-
ton Rd. was furnished with a 
$351,291 operating budget plus 
capital expenditures of $1.8 
million to construct phase one. 
Projected revenues for this fa-
cility are $234,750 in 2014.  
The Fire Department won ap-
proval to purchase new bunker 
gear but lost their bid to spend 
$40,000 for new washing ma-
chines. Their request to add two 
more full time firefighters to 
the 34 full-time member crew 
was declined when council 
agreed to only hire one more 
full-time member.    
One initiative that was in the 
budget but did not get passed 
was a $1.9 million expenditure 
to construct a pedestrian bridge 
across the Maskinonge River in 
Keswick. Councillor Naomi 
Davison felt this project should 
be put on hold until the Trails 
study report was finalized and 
the public was given an oppor-
tunity to provide feedback.   
Georgina’s push to attract in-
dustry to the community got an 
unexpected shot in the arm 
when Mayor Grossi moved to 
add $100,000 to the Economic 
Development budget.  
“I am recommending that we 
commit $100,000 to an eco-
nomic development strategy 
specific to the opening of the 
highway,” he said. “There is a 

lot of work that needs to occur 
so when that highway opens 
people can identify where 
Georgina is.”  
In addition to the department 
requests for funding, council 
reviewed and approved requests 
from the following community 
groups: Chamber of Com-
merce—$91,600; Georgina 
Arts Centre—$90,000; 
Routes—$55,000; Georgina 
Training Centre—$30,000; 
Georgina Military Museum—
$18,000; Georgina Gathering—
$15,000; Splash Festival—
$40,000.00.   
In the case of the Splash Festi-
val, Councillor Naomi Davison 
was defeated in two motions as 
she attempted to move the ex-
penditure to Economic Devel-
opment and reduce the expendi-
ture to $20,000 from 
$40,000.00 
They also approved the con-
struction of shelters at munici-
pal watering taps—a project 
that was brought to council by 
Sutton resident Helmut Kik.   
The big budget items in the 
Town’s operating budgets (over 
and above salaries) are the Ice 
Palace, the pool and the ROC.  
The Town is forecasting ROC 
revenues of $254,000 in 2014 
and this compares to $219,173 
that was brought in during 
2013. These revenues go up 
against 2014 projected operat-
ing expenses of $842,350 plus 
capital expenditures of around 
$200,000.00.  
The pool in Sutton has a budget 
of $1.16 million and is expected 
to bring in $372,900 in reve-
nues leaving a total cost to the 
taxpayer of $790,920 for 2014.  
The Ice Palace in Keswick is 
Georgina’s biggest source of 
recreational revenue with 
$895,500 budgeted for this 
year. With operating costs of 
$1.6 million it leaves $738,300 
to be picked up by the taxpayer.  
The budget was approved in 
principle on March 7 but will 
go back to council on  March 
26 for final approval.  



While staff recommended the Sutton 
Curling Club’s appeal to council for fund-
ing leading up to budget deliberations be 
declined, Regional Councillor Danny 
Wheeler asked staff to meet with the 
club’s representatives, as previously di-
rected by council on February12. The 
request has been deferred until that meet-
ing can take place.  
The Sutton Curling Club leases the build-
ing on Fairpark Lane from the Sutton 
Agricultural Society but the lease requires 
the club to repair and maintain the build-
ing. The club has spent a total of $75,000 
in capital expenses over the past five 
years and dwindling reserves forced them 
to ask the Town for help.  
A staff report advised council at the 
March 7 budget meeting that the request 
for funding should be denied based on the 
following concerns:  
—the current financial demands upon the 
Town to maintain its own infrastructure 
assets; the need for the Town to enhance 
its contributions to reserves for life-cycle 
replacement of its recreational facilities; 
concerns that further financial contribu-
tions for capital of non-owned buildings 

would set a precedent that could result in 
other organizations seeking capital fund-
ing from the Town; concerns that the Sut-
ton Curling Club is currently not finan-
cially sustainable on a go-forward basis 
and would likely need additional capital 
funding in the future to rehabilitate an 
aging building that is not owned by the 
Town; concerns that there would be no 
assurance of the ongoing operations of the 
Sutton Curling Club; concerns that it 
would not be appropriate for the Town to 
invest monies into a building or program 
where the Town does not have any con-
trol over the facility or the program with 
respect to their operations, expenses and 
revenues; and finally, the recently drafted 
‘needs study’ did not identify nor recom-
mend any investment by the Town toward 
a curling facility.  
Staff informed council that of 334 respon-
dents in a survey seeking public opinion 
regarding the use of recreational facilities 
and their willingness to spend public 
funding, only one per cent of the respon-
dents participate in curing and only one 
per cent support spending additional pub-
lic funding on curling facilities.  
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Curling Club’s bid for funding gets deferred  

Continued from 
page 1. 
as the next Ward 
4 councillor,” 
Mr. McLean said.  
He said his plat-
form will include 
issues such as 
better service for 
Sutton’s growing 
senior popula-
tion, mainte-
nance and repair 
of area sidewalks 
and repairs to the 
Sutton Mill Pond 
park area.  
As of this writ-
ing, Mr. McLean 
will run against 
Mr. Michael 
Phillips in the 
Ward 4 seat.  
Mr. Phillips is a 
life-long Sutton 
resident who hopes to address 
youth crime and support his 
constituents in any way he can.  
“My goal if I become elected 

councillor for the 
Town of Georgina 
is to make our com-
munity safe for its 
current and future 
residents,” Mr. Phil-
lips says, adding, 
his biggest concern 
is youth crime 
which he says has 
been responsible for 
recent vehicle break
-ins and vandalism. 
“My true goal is to 
look out for the 
community and do 
my part to help out 
residents in any 
way.”  
No word yet on 
whether the incum-
bents for Mayor, 
Regional Councillor 
and Ward 3 are run-
ning but incumbents 

Naomi Davison (Ward 1), Phil 
Craig (Ward 2) and Brad 
Smockum (Ward 5) have al-
ready declared.  

McLean and Phillips declare in Ward 4 

Michael Phillips 

John McLean  
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Brandon Trimble (left) dis-
cusses job prospects with Jim 
Matthews from SimcoeScapes 
Landscaping at a Job Fair 
sponsored by yorkworks Em-
ployment Services on February 
26.  
The event, held at the Ice Pal-
ace in Keswick, focused on the 
employment needs of the land-
scaping and greens-keeping 
industry.  
Supported by Employment 
Ontario, yorkworks provides 
employment services for both 
job seekers and employers. The 
organization helps deliver the 
Ontario government’s Youth 
Employment Fund (YEF)
which provides incentive fund-
ing to help cover the cost of 
wages and training for new 
hires.  
YEF is a two-year Youth Job 
Strategy with the objective of 
creating 30,000 new jobs for 
youth across Ontario. By pro-
viding job placements for 
youth, they will learn work 

skills while earning income 
and have opportunities to ac-
cess long-term employment.  
Eligible participants must be 
Ontario residents between the 
ages of 15 and 29, unemployed 
or working less than 20 hours 
per week and not attending 
school or training full-time. A 
maximum of $7,020 in funding 
is available for eligible partici-
pants and will be used for a 
combination of individual sup-
ports and hiring incentives for 
employers and training.  
Job placements and training 
combined cannot exceed six 
months in duration and must 
include two months for train-
ing. Youths interested in par-
ticipating in the program can 
make an appointment to meet 
with an employment consultant 
at yorkworks. 
Yorkworks also offers free 
résumé and mock interview 
workshops for unemployed and 
underemployed clients.   

Job Fair focuses on lawn care and 
greens care 
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(Left Photo) 
Anne Hatton 
spent her 80th 
birthday cele-
brating with fam-
ily and friends at 
the Sutton Legion 
on March 1.  
 
(Right Photo) 
Family, friends 
and curling col-
leagues came 
together at the 
Sutton Curling 
Club on March 1 
to participate in 
the Kevin Kell 
Memorial Curl-
ing Tournament. 
Kevin, a skilled 
and passionate 
curler, passed 
away on October 
5, 2013. His 
niece made the 
cake.  

Okay, you are going to have to close your eyes and “Think Pink”! This is a photo of students and staff at Morning Glory Public 
School celebrating “Pink Shirt Day” a national anti-bully campaign held on February 26. The campaign began when a grade 9 stu-
dent in Nova Scotia was bullied when he wore a pink shirt to school and his fellow students protested by wearing pink shirts. “At 
Morning Glory Public School we embrace Pink Shirt Day and we work hard to bring awareness to anti-bullying initiatives,” said 
MGPS principal Tony Lorbetskie.  

Past Chair of the Georgina Training Centre (GTTI) 
Board of Directors, Barbara Sibbald, welcomes sup-
porters to the centre as they attend an early morning 
breakfast and celebrate the Centre’s successes in pro-
viding training programs. 



If you are a Rogers TV cus-
tomer you will no longer 
have to wait a week to tune 
into the broadcast of the 
Georgina council meetings. 
Rogers began live broadcasts 
on Tuesday, March 8 during 
the first day of budget nego-
tiations.  
 
Don’t these people ever give 
up! I have started receiving 
emails from spammers alleg-
edly telling me they are from 
the Canada Revenue Agency 
and I have a tax refund from 
last year of $551.21. These 
emails were forwarded to 
YRP and CRA and both have 
responded with warnings to 
residents about CRA tax 
frauds. “These are phishing 
scams that could result in 
identity theft,” CRA warns 
and reminds taxpayers that 
they never request personal 
information from a taxpayer 
via email. So, be warned.  
 
We would like to extend our 
warmest best wishes to Cam-
eron Verdoold who turns 4 

on March 20. Congratula-
tions Cameron.  
 
Well, at least this is one sign 
of spring—anglers have to 
have their huts removed from 
the ice by March 15. Over the 
past few years ice conditions 
have been dubious at best by 
this time of year but I expect 
angling enthusiasts will be 
able to put their lines down 
well beyond the hut deadline.  

Pefferlaw Walking Bridge 
Update—it seems the con-
struction of the new bridge 
section is almost complete 
but Mr. Smockum tells me 
the weather is going to have 
to warm up considerably be-
fore installation, due to the 
cement work that is required.   

Tennyson Tidbits 
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The Georgina Historical Soci-
ety (GHS), a group that was 
founded 45 years ago to col-
lect, preserve, protect and pro-
mote Georgina’s history, is on 
the hunt for a new logo.  
“We thought it would be a 
good idea to ask the commu-
nity to help us design some-
thing that is representative of 
the role we play in preserving 
Georgina’s rich history,” said 
GHS president, Karen Wolfe.  
The organization is offering 
$100 to the person who sub-
mits a logo design that is ap-
proved for use by their board 
of directors.  
The new design will be used 
for a new website currently 
under construction, signs, let-
terhead and promotional mate-
rials. 
“We feel there is a tremendous 
amount of creative talent out 

there among our residents and 
we are eager to see what they 
can come up with,” Ms. Wolfe 
said.  
She said the design submis-
sions will be assessed for their 
reproducibility in colour and in 
black and white and whether or 
not they can be enlarged or 
reduced in size and still be 
legible. Designs should include 
the organization’s name 
(Georgina Historical Society) 
and the year it was established 
(Est. 1968).  
“Other than that, we don’t have 
a lot of criteria. It is pretty 
much a blank canvas.”  
Logo submissions can be 
emailed to: 
mmatt@georgina.ca or mailed 
to: Karen Wolfe, Georgina 
Historical Society, 17 Otter 
Cove, Pefferlaw, Ontario L0E 
1N0.  

Calling all creative talent 



I have taken the opportunity to review spe-
cific sections of the Town's budget. Below 
I have set out some of my concerns and 
specifically funding requests received. 
1. Chamber of Commerce—$93,087.  I am 
not aware of any other chamber of com-
merce in neighboring municipalities that 
receive such a large amount of funding.  
We support the businesses that are mem-
bers by utilizing their services or purchas-
ing their products, we should not be fund-
ing their professional networking group 
too. 
2. Georgina Arts Centre and Gallery— 
$90,000.  This one really bothers me.  Not 
only are we funding them annually, I be-
lieve they are currently located in a Town 
facility (the old Sutton Library) and it is 
my understanding they will be occupying 
space in the old Sutton Public School.  Do 
they pay annual rent to the Town for use of 
this facility?   
3. Georgina Transit—$70,000.  This or-
ganization should work closer with Region 
and YRT to determine how the service can 
be provided and perhaps they need to 
amalgamate with other organizations to 
continue with the service.  It is an impor-
tant service. However I do not believe it 
should be funded from the tax base. 
4. Georgina Military Museum. I note that 
they have submitted a phased in funding 
request.  As a mother of a military daugh-
ter and a Canadian, I do believe it is im-
portant to have this type of facility. How-
ever, I do not believe it should be funded 
through the Town.  Can you please con-
firm if the building they are located in is a 
Town facility and if it is, if they pay any 
rent 5. GTTI—$30,000.  I do believe this 
is an important organization and education 
facility and much needed and utilized in 
the Town by residents.  However, the re-
quest for an additional $10,000 is not ac-
ceptable.  This facility should be 100% self 
sufficient and not rely on funding from the 
Town at all.  Perhaps the Town can pro-
vide some type of sponsorship, but not in 
the amount of  $30,000 annually. Can you 
please confirm if they also contribute any 
money to the Town for rent of their facil-
ity? 
6. Georgina Gathering. This event should 
not receive funding from the Town and 
should be self-sufficient. 
7. I also noticed that $60,000 is funded to 
Wilding Lake Simcoe which is a project of 
the Ladies of the Lake. We should not be 
funding this at all.  

I do not understand why the Town contin-
ues to feel that the taxpayers of Georgina 
should fund these organizations. They 
should be self-sufficient. The Town should 
consider eliminating this funding model.  
Plain and simple, we cannot afford it any-
more and this money should be invested in 
other much needed capital projects.  
Council needs to tighten their pencils and 
stop funding these organizations. There are 
many organizations in Georgina who oper-
ate successfully without public funding. 
Perhaps these organizations should be 
seeking funding from traditional funding 
sources and not rely on public funds to 
keep them afloat or perhaps they should be 
adjusting their own budgets and spending 
habits so they can operate a balanced 
budget. I am worried that with the year 
after year funding, the tax payers are going 
to own an Art Gallery or start running the 
Chamber of Commerce. We already own 
an internet company through default pay-
ments that were owed to the Town. 
I noted in the budget documents include an 
email from a resident noting a petition to 
council addressing the need of a sidewalk 
along Station Road to provide safe pedes-
trian traffic and re-
quested that it be 
considered in the 
2014 budget. I did 
not see reference to 
any capital project 
for a sidewalk in 
Pefferlaw. It is my 
understanding that 
this project has been 
axed by Town coun-
cil many times. The 
residents of Peffer-
law deserve this 
much-needed side-
walk.  This road is 
very narrow and the 
use of this road by 
pedestrians is very 
high especially in 
the warmer months. 
It is my opinion that 
the Town is expos-
ing itself to potential 
liability should an 
unforeseen accident 
occur in this area 
especially since it is 
documented in pub-
lic records of the 
need for the side-

walk through this correspondence and also 
through local media.  Council needs to 
start investing into every community 
within Georgina, and not just in the higher 
populated areas.  
Various capital items or "new initiatives" 
also caught my eye.  Why on earth would 
we need a forestry person? The majority of 
the forests are owned and operated by ei-
ther LRSCA, the Region or the Ministry.  
Dealing with the emerald ash borer situa-
tion should be handled by current staff not 
new hires.  
As Ms. Grant stated in her budget presen-
tation "Synergy" is essential and should 
include the public. I do not know the rea-
soning for the change of day but moving 
the budget meeting from the regularly 
scheduled Wednesday meeting to Tuesday 
was not a good display of "synergy" .   
Perhaps it should have been postponed to a 
regularly scheduled Wednesday evening 
when individuals who may have planned 
on attending could have attended.   
I am not able to attend the budget delibera-
tions during the day  
Hajnalka Hartwick 
Pefferlaw, Ontario 
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Letter to the Editor... 



Oriented 
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Dump trucks with loads of fill 
headed for the fill site on 
Smith Blvd. have been diverted 
to Old Homestead Rd. after the 
Town of Georgina reduced 
Smith Blvd. to half loads on 
March 1.  
According to Mr. Baskerville, 
the Region of York has given 
haulers permission to use Old 
Homestead Rd. until March 15 

when it, too, will be reduced to 
half load restrictions.  
The half load restrictions on 
Smith Blvd. will continue until 
May 15 and on Old Homestead 
Rd. until April 30.  
Residents living along Smith 
Blvd. east of Park Rd. have 
been complaining of the in-
creased truck traffic and the 
condition of the roadway.  

Fill trucks diverted to Old Homestead 

Tel: (289) 803-6409 
Ybele.koster@gmail.com 

Tel: (289) 803-6409 

Blanchard’s bid for fill operation goes 
back to council on April 9 
Residents waiting to hear 
council’s decision regarding a 
site alteration application that 
would permit 700,000 cubic 
metres of fill to be dumped on 
property owned by Mr. Marvin 
Blanchard on Smith Blvd. will 
get their chance when the issue 
comes back to council on April 
9.  
Mr. Blanchard’s plans to truck   
loads of fill to convert 40 acres 
of his property into arable land 
met with opposition from his 
neighbours when the issue first 
went to council on October 17, 
2013.  

At that time, residents demon-
strated their concern over pos-
sible contamination and in-
creased truck traffic on the 
road.  
According to a source at the 
Civic Centre, Mr. Blanchard 
has revised his application and 
has met all of the Town’s crite-
ria for a site alteration permit 
and all of the agencies in-
volved “have all signed off.”  
The April 9 meeting will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. in council 
chambers at the Civic Centre.  
 
 

Town reduces parking rates for town-
owned beaches  
On January 29, 2014 staff went 
before council and recom-
mended a three per cent in-
crease in parking rates for 
Georgina beach parking result-
ing in a weekday parking rate 
as high as $33 for De La Salle 
Park.  
However, council rejected the 
recommendation and staff have 
come back with a new 2014 
rate card reducing parking rates 
well below those charged in 
2013.  
For example, the weekday 
parking rate for De La Salle in 

2013 was $32. Users will now 
pay $20 for weekday parking 
and $35 during weekends. 
“Following additional review, 
staff has revised the proposed 
rates taking into consideration 
surrounding competitive water-
front/beachfront parking and 
boat launch areas,” a staff re-
port states.  
The new rates are also more 
conducive for the pay and dis-
play machines which are un-
able to provide change. Hourly 
parking rates were reduced 
from $6.50 to $4.00.   



Perchin’ for MS organizer and MS cham-
pion Doug Poirier is over the moon as his 
personal fight to combat this debilitating 
disease with a perching rod has resulted in 
a donation of more than $31,000 over four 
years to the MS Foundation to help find a 
cure.  
The 4th Annual Perchin’ for MS tourna-
ment at Sibbald Point Provincial Park on 
March 1 raised over $15,000 as 460 anglers 
set their hooks to bring in the heaviest 
catch of 10 perch.  
Teams took to the ice at 8:00 am and fished 
until 1:00 pm and once all teams were 
weighed in the winners of this year’s 
$2,000 Jack Link’s 
Jackpot were once 
again Team Ice Fish 
consisting of Janusz 
Kawalec and Roman 
Runo with a weight 
of 7.16 lbs for 10 
perch. Second place 
went to Team Ram 
Rod—Rob Spragg 
and Jesse Burdin 
with a very close 
weight of 7.085lbs 
and third place went 
to the Slab Slay-
ers—Chris Liddle and Chuck Hopkins with 
a weight of 6.63lbs.   
The big fish award went to the Perch Com-
manders—Jesse King and Mike Parma 
with a jumbo perch weighing .33lbs. This 
perch was 14.5" long with a girth of 
9.75".  The guys will get a replica of the 
fish from Advanced Taxidermy and a trip 
to Chaudiere lodge. 
The Humminbird Mystery weight this year 
was only hit by one team. The Fat Joe Jig-
gers won themselves two brand new fish 
finders from Humminbird.   
The Rapala Mystery 36 prize which con-

sisted of a 
$1,000 prize 
pack from Ra-
pala went to 
Team Get the 
Net, while team 
Rev 'N' 
Hank took a 
great photo of 
themselves 
using their Ra-
pala gear to win 
the “Rapala 
Show Us Your 
Gear” prize, 

also a prize pack work $1,000. 
The HT "Anything’s Possible" prize went 
to the last team to weigh in fish this year—
showing that it doesn’t always mean you 
have to be first to still win some amazing 
prizes.  Brian and Olivia McLeod walked 
away each with a Polar Ice Power Auger.   
“It’s not all about the prizes though,” said 
Mr. Poirier. “The main focus is on MS -  
Multiple Sclerosis.  This event is not only 
to raise money for MS, but it is also to 
raise awareness.”  
And, so it has on both scores. Congratula-
tions to Doug and his volunteer team!   
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

Perchin’ for MS draws record crowd and raises $15,000 for multiple sclerosis  

(Above) Over 460 anglers wait to hear if 
their big catch of the day would win one of 
the prizes from a prize table worth ap-
proximately $20,000.00 and the Perchin 
for MS Tournament.  
(Left) Peter van Loan and Ward 5 Coun-
cillor Brad Smockum join tournament 
organizer Doug Poirier to welcome 
perchin’ participants.  
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

Be at the Wilfrid Hall on Mar. 10 at 7:30 
pm for a seed swap and discussion on 
vegetable gardens sponsored by the Geor-
gina-Brock Garden Club.  
 

The Wilfrid Hall board invites you to their 
St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser on Mar. 15 at 
7:00 pm with live music by the “Irish Vol-
unteers”. Tickets $10.  
 

On Sun. Mar. 16 at 2:00 pm Virginia 
United Church presents Irish for an After-
noon with the Connors Brothers. $10.  
 

The Georgina Historical Society invites 
you to a “Bring & Brag” event on Tues. 
Mar. 18 at 7:00 pm at the Pioneer Village.  
Bring a family artifact and brag.  
 
Georgina’s Funniest Person tryouts are 
on Mar. 22 (Orchard Beach Grill);  Mar. 29 
(CJ Barleys); Apr. 4 (Lake Simcoe Arms); 
Apr. 5 (The Belvedere). Finale at the 
Stephen Leacock Theatre on Apr. 11.  
 

Attend the Virginia United Church’s An-
nual Chili Dinner and Silent Auction on 
Sat. Mar. 22 at 5:00 pm.  
 
A second Public Workshop pertaining to 
the Official Plan Review will be held at 
the ROC at 7:00 pm on Mar. 24.  
 

The Sutton Legion is inviting you to join 
them for a Spa Day on March 29 from 9:00 
am to 2:00 pm. Tables are $15 each and the 
kitchen will be open.  
 
Plan to attend the Egypt Hall Beach Party 
to be held on Sat. March 29 at 8:00 p.m. 
Call (905) 722-3710 for tickets. $10 each.  
 
If you are looking for something to do for 
March Break, the Town of Georgina is  
offering Ski and Snowboard lessons and 
various camps including a theatre camp, a 
hockey camp, a variety camp and a Geor-
gina Pioneer Village Camp. The Town has 
also added three public swim times and 
library March break programming. Call 
(905) 476-4301 for details.   
 
Hey! Another sign that spring is on the 
way. The Georgina Dragon Boat Club is 
signing up members on Thurs. Apr. 3 from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm at the Ice Palace in Kes-
wick.  
 
IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU? CALL 
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS. (705) 437-
1928 OR (705) 437-1307—Tues & Thurs 
7:30 pm — Salvation Army Youth Cen-
tre—20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across 
from No-Frills. 
  

 

FOR SALE  
Winter tires. Four Michelin Ice X 

Tires. 235—60R—16 
Like new. $250.00 

Call (905) 596-0139 
 

For all your advertising needs,  
contact Karen Wolfe at the Pefferlaw 

Post at (705) 437-1216.  
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