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“Flying Fish” at
Perchin for MS tourney
Battling 90 km/h winds out on Lake Simcoe on Saturday, March 3 did not deter the
400 anglers from supporting Doug Poirier’s bid to raise $10,000 for multiple sclerosis.
“I am pleased to announce that with such
amazing support and generous donations
we raised $10,000 that will go directly to
the MS Soceity,” he said. “I was shocked
once again to see so many people willing
and eager to go out and fish in such unbelievable weather.”
But, go out they did and the bottom right
photo shows Rein Kowaluk trying to land
a Lake Simcoe perch which turned into a
“flying fish” in the wind.
Anglers were required to weigh in ten of
their biggest catch during five hours of
fishing. First place winners with a total
weight of 6.980 lbs. were Jesse Burden
(top photo left) and Rob Spragg (top photo
right). The pair picked up $1,200 in cash
and their choice of the prize table.
The biggest fish of the event was caught
by Greg Lunn (bottom right photo, left)
who caught a 1.355 lb. perch with his partner Joe Pilatzkie (bottom right photo,
right). They won a weekend getaway to
Chaudiere Lodge on the French River.
The mystery weight winners, Kelly and
James Dean, each took home Humminbird
Fish Finders.

BIG, BIG, BIG!

Big raised bungalow with hardwood floors, new
kitchen, new bathrooms (gorgeous) finished basement PLUS a huge unfinished portion awaits your
ideas. New oversized garage and all sitting on just
over an acre! Listed at $499,900.00.
It’s worth a look!
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
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Increasing taxes unnecessary
I don’t care what the politicians
say...we don’t need to increase
property taxes this year.
With budget negotiations coming up which will settle our
total expenditures for 2012, I
just want to get it on the record
that Georgina doesn’t have to
raise our 2012 taxes.
I know they work on a premise
that anything up to a three per
cent increase is acceptable to
taxpayers and with that in mind,
their budgets always seem to
come in around that saturation
point. Well, it is not acceptable
to me. If that’s the case then my
services should have gone up
by 30 per cent over the past 10
years and we all know that hasn’t happened. (Remember free
garbage pick up twice a week?)
I read with interest how Rob
Ford in Toronto brought in a
2012 budget that demonstrates
less spending this year than in
2011. One of the ways in which
he was able to do it was
through successful negotiations
with unions.
In the Drummond Report that
was recently published offering
recommendations on how the
provincial government can and
must reduce spending, Don
Drummond said, “This government should provide a zero
budget increase for wage
costs,” and, “ministries and
agencies will then have to drive
out inefficiencies to absorb any
wage increase.”
Georgina take note.
Right now Georgina is negotiating with the union for the firefighters and I find it interesting
that of the 12 Town of Georgina employees making over
$100,000 a year, five of those
are firefighters—that’s over 40
per cent!
Municipal governments across
Canada need to realize that
growing public outrage toward
public sector excess is a trend
they can no longer ignore.
Tough stances by private sector
unions in the past have either
reduced a company’s ability to
remain competitive or, in some

instances, have brought down
the entire organization—
throwing its entire work force
out of work.
These unions are beginning to
figure it out but public sector
unions still believe their demands can be met by pinching
a few more dollars from you
and me. Well, I’m fed up.
I think Drummond’s advice “to
drive out inefficiencies to absorb any increases” gives governments a bargaining chip
which they have not been very
eager to play in the past.
If a public sector union demands more money, then layoffs are in order to absorb the
increasing costs.
Check out the Mayor of Corner
Brook’s response to a public
sector union demand for more
money—four layoffs.
I’ve got a message for public
sector union executives…we
are not a bottomless pit so get
over yourselves! I’m tired of
being a victim to blackmail.
Karen Wolfe,
Editor.
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Taxpayers to pick up McLean’s fees
While council remains steadfast in its refusal to reconsider
a by-law that ensures legal
fees for a now defunct defamation law suit brought by
Mayor Grossi against John
McLean will be paid for by
taxpayers, the legal bills keep
adding up and will now include Mr. McLean’s legal
fees.
A bill for $3,962.42 was submitted by Mr. McLean’s lawyer to the Town of Georgina
and council agreed to cover
those costs at a closed meeting
held on February 27. But Mr.
McLean says it comes nowhere near the total legal expenses the Town will have to
pay for Mr. Grossi’s role in
the lawsuit given that two bills
up to the end of November
totaled $15,000.00.
CAO for the Town of Georgina Winnane Grant said she
would not be able to guesstimate what the total legal fees

would be in this case but
would provide a report to
council detailing the figures
once all of the invoices have
been submitted.
“That will be at the last council meeting in March, on
March 26,” she said.
Ms. Grant told council on February 27 that she didn’t believe a legal opinion would
counsel them to reconsider the
by-law. (A reconsideration
would mean taxpayers would
not have to pay the legal fees.)
She told the Pefferlaw Post
that the reason she believes
this is because the direction of
the by-law has already been
enacted.
Asked if council could ignore
a legal opinion counselling
them not to reconsider the bylaw, Ms. Grant said,
“Procedurally, yes. Council
can receive a legal opinion and
they can ignore it, on any
topic,” she said.
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Gold medal Special Olympics Olympians
Floor hockey forward
Jonathan Harding and
his goalie brother
Benjamin have returned home from the
Special Olympics
Canada Winter Games
with gold.
Jonathan and Benjamin and their teammates for the Newmarket Ringers went
undefeated throughout
the four game schedule in St. Albert, AlPefferlaw residents Jonathan Harding
berta from February
(left) and Benjamin Harding (right) have
28 to March 3.
In their first game, the returned home from the Special Olympics
Ringers defeated the Canada Winter Games in Alberta with
gold medals as members of the Newmarket
Quebec team 7 to 5.
Ringers floor hockey team.
Next they faced off
against the Alberta
Thunder team where Benjamin against the Manitoba team and
won both games with scores of
held off the opponents with a
shut out. They won with a score 6 to 1 and 5 to 2.
of 11 to 0.
Both players said it was a very
In their final two games, the
exciting experience and “the
support we got was great.”
Newmarket Ringers played

March Spa Special
75 min. Detox Pedicure for only $65.00
Algae mud applied to the soles of your feet, helping you
to increase blood circulation in your extremities and
promotes the detoxification of your entire being
through the pores of your feet.
Valid Mondays through Thursdays, March 1 to 31, 2012.
Not valid on holidays or long weekends.

St. Patrick’s Day Meal
Visit us at the Briars for lunch or dinner on
Saturday, March 17th and enjoy a
delicious Irish themed menu.
Call for more details and book today!
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Tennyson Tidbits
Happy Belated Birthday wishes
to George Clark who turned 70
years old on February 22. Sorry
I missed this one, George, but I
hope it was a good one!

Congratulations to Bobby
McGee who turned 85 on
Wednesday, March 7. Bobby
and friends gathered at the Cozy
Kitchen in Pefferlaw for cake
and coffee to celebrate.

Congratulations to Jacob Breen
and Danielle Shepherd on the
birth of their son on March 4.
Ethan Jeffrey weighed 9 lb. 2
oz. and proud grandparents are
Lorraine and Rob Shepherd and
Marie and Greg Breen and Uncles Jared Breen and Cole Shepherd. Congrats to all!
And Kim and Jeff Switzer
welcomed son Memphis James
Jeffrey, 9lbs, 8oz. on March 4.
Congratulations Kim and Jeff!

Happy Birthday to Cameron
Verdoold who turns 2 on March
20. Cheers to you, Cameron.
Congratulations to Rosemary
Mainelly who, after 35 years at
the Toronto Dominion Bank
retired on Friday, March 2.
Rosemary, who is a golfer,
quilter and grandmother of five,
also plans to do a little travelling. Cheers!

Members of the Alzheimer Society for York Region, (L to R)
Loren Freid, Miamu Schaer,
Andrew Sibbald) held a breakfast at the Briars Resort to kick
off their Walk For Memories
fundraising campaign to be held
on May 6, 2012 at the Briars
Resort. To participate in the
walk, call (905) 895-1337.

There was a lot of celebrating
going on when the Sutton Youth
Shelter received a cheque for
$1,000 from the Salvation Army
for scoring over 90 per cent and
receiving recognition for excellence in social service work in
Georgina.

 Life Insurance
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It’s a mooner!

Hank Vandenbrink from Keswick holds up a perfect Bid Euchre
hand—a No Trump Mooner worth 24 points.
People at the Pefferlaw Lions
Community Centre who were
there to play in the Club 55 Bid
Euchre tournament on Saturday, March 3 told me that once
you learn to play Bid Euchre,
you will never go back to regular euchre again. “It’s way
more interesting,” they say.

Sixty players at 15 tables
squared off with partners and
rotated around the hall until
Carol Carley was proclaimed
the winner after three hours of
play with a score of 344.
Ms. Carley went home with
$75 in winnings and Club 55
raised close to $300.00.
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Mo Glo thinks pink...

Staff and students alike at
Morning Glory Public School
donned “pink” shirts on
Wednesday, February 29 to
show their support for “Pink
Shirt Anti-Bullying Day.”
The North American-wide
movement began in Nova Scotia in 2007 when a young boy
was bullied for wearing a pink

shirt to school. Fellow students
took notice and handed out 50
pink shirts the following day in
support of the bullied student.
This year over 96 pink antibullying T-shirts were sold at
Mo Glo with the proceeds being donated to the Boys and
Girls Club in South Coast,
B.C.
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“Who cooks for you”...
This photo comes
to us from Margaret Jordan Clark in
Keswick. It has
been described as a
Barred Owl which
is also known as a
“Hoot Owl”.
The bird is apparently attracted to
Margaret’s backyard as it has been
spotted there a
number of times
and she has been
able to get quite
close and capture a
number of photos.
“I have seen this owl since
November—a couple of times
just flying up from near our
small ponds and I wasn’t sure
if it was a hawk,” she said.
“But last night I saw it fly into
the tree just by our small pond
and went outside and there it
was.”
The bird is commonly found

across Canada and the U.S and
more recently, suburban
neighbourhoods have become
an ideal habitat for it.
They are non-migratory and
are the only owl species with
brown eyes instead of yellow.
The call of a Barred Owl is a
series of eight accented hoots
and sounds similar to the
phrase “who cooks for you”.
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Council moves to ban smoking on public
beaches and town-owned parks
As council moves forward with its
phased-in approach toward making
Georgina’s outdoor spaces “smoke-free”,
members approved a staff report to ban
smoking at all town-owned parks and
beaches at a Committee of the Whole
meeting on Monday, March 5.
In support of the recommendation were
the results of a three-week survey that
recorded 82.6 per cent in favour of adding the parks and beaches to the no
smoking by-law and 17.4 per cent against
it.
The no smoking by-law was first enacted
in May 2009 when council moved to ban
smoking at the Civic Centre soccer
pitches. In July 2011, the ROC and all
town owned and operated sports fields,
playgrounds, splash pads and the skateboard park were also added.

“The initial pilot project that included the
Civic Centre soccer pitches, then the addition of all sports fields, playgrounds,
splash pads, skateboard park and the
ROC have proven to be very successful
with little negative resistance from the
community,” the report states. “By-law
Enforcement, Recreation and Parks will
work together to provide public education, help communicate the message and
through by-law handle any enforcement
where violations take place.”
While addressing Parks and Recreation
staff, Councilor Craig said, “I think
you’ve done some great work here and I
look forward to it being implemented.”
Staff will now move forward to prepare
the by-law for council’s approval at the
March 26 meeting and will develop communications materials for the public.

Town to set new policy for basement apartments
New provisions that will eliminate some
of the red tape and costs to create an accessory apartment in residential homes
are being written as a zoning by-law
amendment which will set in motion new
guiding principles surrounding parking
issues, services and size.
A report that went to the Committee of
the Whole on March 5 stipulates new
provisions for the creation of accessory
apartments within a single family dwelling and according to Harold Lenters, Director of Planning and Building, it will
pave the way for more affordable housing
in Georgina.
“There are a lot of people that can’t afford houses—young couples and elderly
people,” he said. “This will eliminate the
step of having to go through and pay for
the time and effort of a zoning amendment.”
Mr. Lenters says there is support at the
provincial and regional level of government for the creation of legal accessory
apartments as part of a strategy to achieve
intensification and the new draft zoning
by-law amendment is being driven by
new provincial legislation which requires
municipalities to allow accessory apartments ‘as-of-right’ subject to building
and fire code requirements.
Currently, if a homeowner would like to
create a new accessory apartment or le-

galize an existing accessory apartment,
they must apply for a zoning by-law
amendment. This step will be eliminated
under the new policy.
“In theory, if you reduce the number of
processes and cost to get the approval in
the first place there is a hope that people
will come forward, get their building permit and do things properly,” Mr. Lenders
said.
Some of the new provisions which must
be met include:
 The dwelling must front on a public
road;
 If created in a dwelling serviced by a
septic system the lot area must be
2,000 sq. m. or greater;
 A minimum of four parking spaces
must be provided and three of them
must be exterior to a garage;
 They will not be allowed if the dwelling is located in a flood plain;
 They will not be allowed if the dwelling is serviced by a septic system that
is within 100 metres of Lake Simcoe
or a permanent stream;
 The maximum size is less than 65 sq.
m. or 49 per cent of the residential
floor area.
The town will host two public meetings,
one at the Sutton Library on April 10 and
one later in Keswick for public comment.

EXPERIENCED “IN-HOME”
PHYSIOTHERAPY
AVAILABLE!
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Get ice huts off before deadline—YRP
Although March 15 is the deadline for ice fishing enthusiasts
to remove their huts, York Regional Police (YRP) are suggesting anglers take them off
them sooner.
“Based on the unstable ice conditions all winter, those with ice
huts are encouraged to remove
them well before the deadline,”
was the message in a YRP
statement released on March 1.
YRP is also warning citizens of
the risks involved when water
levels in lakes, rivers and
streams rise due to melting
snow and ice.
“Parents are reminded to ensure
their children’s safety by keeping them away from fast flowing rivers and streams,” YRP
says.
To date, the YRP Marine Unit
has responded to nine calls for
help this winter from individuals who had fallen through the
ice compared to four all of last
year. According to Sergeant

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu

Gary Phillips the increase in
these calls is a solid indication
of how dangerous the ice is.
“Just a couple of weeks ago we
had a family of four narrowly
escape. Their truck was completely submerged and sleds
have been going through almost
on a daily basis out there on the
lake,” he said.
In 2011, four vehicles and six
people fell through the ice and
so far this year, 10 vehicles and
13 people have broken through
and have required rescue.
“I would say it is one of our
busiest years for calls,” he said.
Sergeant Phillips said with the
warmer temperatures and warm
winds, the ice will deteriorate
much faster than people realize.
“When that warm wind starts
blowing towards Cook’s Bay,
that is going to start melting the
ice from underneath. They may
think they have 10 inches but
that 10 inches can break up in a
matter of hours,” he said.
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Town recognizes four Ontario Heritage Award winners
Four very special individuals were recognized for their dedication and contribution
toward protecting and nurturing Georgina’s
unique heritage. Larry Pegg, Carol McDermott, Leslie Sedore and Donald Gordon
Harper were all named as recipients of a
2011 Ontario Heritage Trust Community
Recognition Award.
Each recipient was nominated for the
award by the Georgina Heritage Society
and the provincial award recognizes volunteers for outstanding achievements in preserving, protecting and promoting Ontario
heritage.
At a presentation ceremony during the February 27 council meeting, Dawn Bennett
from the Ontario Heritage Trust and Lorne
Prince, Chair of the Georgina Heritage
Committee, were on hand to present the
awards.
Mr. Pegg (top photo) received the 2011
Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage
Award for Lifetime Achievement. In the
introduction made by Mayor Rob Grossi,
he applauded Mr. Pegg’s life long commitment to the Sutton Agricultural Society and
his success as the owner and operator of
Homestead Orchards.

“This is really an award that should be
shared by Larry and his wife, Nora,” Mr.
Grossi said.
As a tireless and very active member of the
South Lake Simcoe Naturalists Club, Carol
McDermott (centre photo) was presented
with the Natural Heritage Award.
“She is an excellent example of the importance of natural heritage in Georgina as she
is unparalleled in her work with the South
Lake Naturalists Club,” Mr. Grossi said
during his introduction.
Rev. Leslie Sedore (bottom photo) was
presented with the Cultural Heritage
Award and Mayor Grossi referred to her
creativity and passion as a 10-year-plus
minister at Knox United Church in Sutton.
Rev. Sedore took parishioners on canoe
rides on Lake Simcoe where she often held
religious services and is known for her
artistic talents as a weaver.
Donald Gordon Harper was absent for the
presentation ceremony but was the recipient of the Built Heritage Award for his
work in restoring what is considered to be
one of Georgina’s oldest log cabins located
on The Queensway N. in Keswick.
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Coming Events & Announcements
Don’t forget the Ice Owls
game at the Sutton Arena on
Sun. Mar. 11 at 2:00 pm.
The Georgina Trades Training 6th Annual Job Fair
kicks off on Tues. Mar. 13 at
the Ice Palace from 1:30 to
5:30 pm.

Join the Georgina Arts Centre
supporters at the Gem Theatre
on Thurs. Mar. 22 at 7:00 pm
and see Meryl Streep in the
“Iron Lady”.
Jazz musicians are invited to
join a Jazz Jam at Christ
Church in Roches Pt. on Sun.
Mar. 25 at 4:00 pm.

IN MEMORIAM

the Kin Hall on Sat. Mar. 31.
Hey kids! Hippity Hop to the
Port Bolster Hall on Sat. Mar.
31 for the Easter Egg Hunt
from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Crafts and refreshments.

The Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee is back and you are
invited to pull together a team
Check out the Virginia United
Grab a bid number for $3 and and register for the Thurs.
Church’s St. Patrick’s Day
participate in the Sutton Agri- Apr. 19 event at the ROC
celebration featuring Bon
chalet. Call (905) 722-5762
Accord on Sat. Mar 17 at 7:00 cultural Society’s Annual
Silent Auction at 7:00 pm at ext. 121. .
pm.

CHARLES BURNIE
March 11, 2006
Fond memories keep you
ever near,
Always missed and
very dear.
In Loving Memory
Your wife Annie & Family

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

