
Council approves Bti mosquito control program 
In a unanimous decision by the Town of 
Georgina, approval has been given to set 
in motion a work plan that will result in 
the application of a biological larvicide 
for  mosquito control in the spring and 
early summer of 2008. A price tag for the 
program is approximately $130,000.00.  
The motion to move forward to control 
mosquito populations in the Pefferlaw 
area using Bti (bacillus thuringiensis var. 
israelensis), was passed at a council meet-
ing on March 3 where the results of a 
mosquito population and species identifi-
cation study were discussed.  
One of the key findings of the study con-
cluded that mosquito species and popula-
tions have changed since studies were 
conducted in 1979 and 1995.  
“Populations and types have changed,” 
said Mike Baskerville, Manager of Engi-
neering for the Town of Georgina. “We 
have spring breeders which are quite an-
noying, an early summer species that con-
tinues the process of biting and then 
throughout the summer we have an addi-
tional number of mosquito species that 
follow suit.” 
Once the program plan has been approved 
by the appropriate government authorities 
(which include the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment) GDG Environment, authors of 

the study report, will undertake to apply 
Bti through aerial application and ground 
back-up to a number of mosquito breed-
ing sites throughout Pefferlaw. These 
include the Morning Glory swamp, areas 
along Morning Glory Rd., the York Re-
gion forestry tract in the Woodlands Sub-
division, lands south of the dam on the 
east side of the Pefferlaw River, wet areas 
south of Hwy. 48 just east of the Peffer-
law River and a number of areas around 
Port Bolster.  
While the spring and early summer appli-
cation of Bti will not produce mosquito 
population reductions of 98 per cent 
which are commonly experienced in com-
munities who conduct full season Bti 
treatments, Mr. Baskerville says mosquito 
populations in Pefferlaw should be re-
duced to numbers that mirror levels in 
other parts of Georgina.  
“There is a level of mosquito tolerance in 
both Keswick and Sutton and all the other 
areas. The folks in Pefferlaw are sur-
rounded by larger breeding sites and the 
severity of their problem can be consid-
ered greater,” Mr. Baskerville said.  
Once the target areas have been treated, 
GDG Environment will begin collecting 
data to determine the success of the pro-
gram.  
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2008 Town of Georgina 
budget approved 
Town council approved a $25.4 mil-
lion budget for 2008 on Monday, 
March 3—and the impact of increased 
spending by both the Town and York 
Region will cost homeowners an addi-
tional  $132.69 if their home is as-
sessed at $220,000, which represents 
an overall increase in tax levies of 4.5 
per cent. 
According to CAO Stan Armstrong, 
$78.16 of the additional tax levy of 
$132.69 can be attributed to an in-
crease in spending by the Town of 
Georgina and $54.53 can be attributed 
to increases at the regional level.  
The 2008 breakdown of expenditures 
for the Town includes:  
Capital Expenditures (18.9%) $4,873,336 
Leisure Services (17.6%) $4,539,487 
Fire (16.73%)  $4,312,062 
Roads (12.25%)  $3,159,605 
Administration (11.90%) $3,066,953 
Libraries  (5.46)  $1,408,685 
Planning (4.84)  $1,246,584 
Refuse (4.81%)  $1,240,284 
Protective Inspections (4.4%) $1,134,497 
Public Works (3.1%) $   799,367  
New spending includes new equipment 
purchases of $1.16 million for Public 
Continued on page 3... 

Sales Representative 

Teresa Millar 
(905) 722-3211 Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract 

$209,000.00 MUCH LARGER THAN IT APPEARS! 
This 3 bedroom home has just been freshly painted and 
is ready to be moved into immediately. Master bedroom 

has HIS and HER walk-in closets. Large laundry room 
with access to the backyard and deck. This home is only 
a couple of doors from the lake and has lake access via 

the beach association. Don’t delay on this one!  

Call Teresa for details at (905) 722-3211 
Or you can click to www.teresamillar.com Come and see it now! 



When I saw a line item in the 
2008 Town of Georgina budget 
for a new airboat to the tune of 
$200,000 I got to thinking...do 
we really need this?  
I was at the command centre 
for York Regional Police in 
January when they were con-
ducting the search for two 
missing snowmobilers and saw 
the brand new Thousand Island 
airboat our tax dollars had just 
purchased for them.  
A few weeks later I took a ride 
in the brand new airboat pur-
chased by the Chippewas of 
Georgina and this addition 
brought their fleet numbers up 
to three. Granted their boats 
are primarily used to transport 
residents back and forth to 
their island home during pre- 
and post- ice conditions, but 
the pilot of the airboat  told me 
their fleet is also used to con-
duct search and rescue opera-
tions on the lake. In fact, they 
have received a couple of com-
mendations for successful res-
cues.  
Now, when you add in the 
older model that the Town of 
Georgina Fire Department cur-
rently has, that totals five air-
boats that are available for 
search and rescue operations in 
Georgina.   
Armed with that knowledge, I 
decided to do a little checking 
among other emergency ser-
vices around Lake Simcoe to 
find out what they have.  
My first call was to the Orillia 
Fire Department and surprise, 
surprise...they don’t have one 
even though they service the 
residents of Grape Island. My 
next call was to the police de-
partment in Orillia….nope, 
they don’t have one either.  
I then called Barrie—a city of 
130,000 people. The police 
services there don’t have one, 
but the Fire Department does.  
Next, I spoke to the Innisfil 
Fire Department and they have 
one but the police force there 
doesn’t.  
Continuing around the lake, I 
found out that the Oro-
Medonte Fire Department has 
an old one that has been taken 
out of service because it no 
longer meets code. The 

Ramara Fire Department has 
one but the Brock Township 
Fire Department doesn’t. Dur-
ham Regional Police don’t 
have one either but they have 
an agreement with York Re-
gional Police if one is needed.  
So let’s tally this up.  
The area that encompasses 
Georgina is serviced by five 
airboats right now. The rest of 
Lake Simcoe including cities 
like Barrie, Orillia, Innisfil, 
Oro-Mendonte, Ramara and 
Brock share a total of four.  
I don’t know about you, but I 
think our tax dollars in Geor-
gina have been stretched to the 
limit on these airboats. The one 
the York Regional Police just 
purchased has every bell and 
whistle imaginable and is kept 
at #3 Division on Baseline Rd. 
in Sutton. There isn’t another 
community around Lake Sim-
coe where both the police de-
partment and the fire depart-
ment have their own airboat—
so why would we need another 
one? 

Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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www.stoneandstove.ca 

Town budget asks for 4.5% tax increase 

Continued from page 1.  
Works, Leisure Services and the 
Fire Department, which will 
receive a new airboat for 
$200,000.  

Other new programs include the 
mosquito control program for 
the Pefferlaw area, a $100,000 
transfer of funds to a carbon 
reduction fund, a heritage pro-

ject for High Street in Sutton, a 
$75,000 storm water mainte-
nance study and an additional 
$40,000 of support to the Red 
Barn Theatre bringing the total 

town in-
vestment 
in the 
theatre to 
$100,000 
for 2008.   
While 
most 
town de-
partments 
are in-
creasing 
their 

budgets, the one shining light is 
refuse collection which shows a 
65 per cent reduction in costs 
going from $411.5 in 2007 to 
$145.2 in 2008.  

Dr. Allan Ravenscroft, who 
opened his practice at the Pef-
ferlaw Family Health Centre on 
February 11, suddenly left two 
weeks later without any advance 
notice to his patients or to Dr. 
Patricia Marchuck.  
“I don’t know what to tell you,” 
Dr. Marchuck said. “The first I 
heard of it was when Jen came 
to the office at a quarter to nine 
and she called me and told me 
there was a moving truck there 
and he was moving everything 
out.” 
In a telephone conversation with 
Dr. Ravenscroft a week later, 
Dr. Marchuck said he expressed 
concern over the renovations but 
did not explain why he left with-
out notice.  
“It wasn’t collegial or respectful 
behaviour,” said Dr. Marchuck, 
adding that she feels badly for 
his patients and the community.  
When reached at the Front 
Street Medical Centre in Orillia 
where he is currently practicing, 
Dr. Ravenscroft said he had 
been promised an office to 
move into but when he left, he 
still didn’t have water or a door. 
“And you can’t practice medi-
cine in an office without water 

or a door,” he said.  
“The morning of our departure I 
tried to get in touch with Dr. 
Marchuck...and as far as I was 
aware, anyone with an appoint-
ment was phoned.” 
One of his new patients, Theresa 
Baritz, said she went to the trou-
ble of requesting to have her 
medical records transferred to 
Dr. Ravenscroft and now that he 
has gone, she is left wondering 
where she stands.  
“He also sent me for some tests 
and now I have no idea where 
the test results are,” she said.  
Dr. Ravenscroft said his Peffer-
law patients are welcome to 
contact him in Orillia.    
According to Mei Yamasaki, the 
pharmacist at Ben’s Pharmacy, 
the sudden departure of Dr. 
Ravenscroft came as a complete 
surprise.  
“I spoke to him the day before 
on a professional matter and he 
never expressed any displeasure 
about anything. It was a com-
plete surprise to me,” she said.  
Ms. Yamasaki said she thought 
the flow of new patients was 
good despite the fact that no 
advertising had been done to let 
people know that he was open.  

New Pefferlaw doctor leaves suddenly 
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The telephone lines of energy suppliers 
such as Hydro One, third party retailers 
including companies like Universal, Direct 
Energy and Ontario Energy Savings L.P. 
and the government offices of elected offi-
cials are burning up with complaints from 
angry residents who recently received hy-
dro bills that in some cases, have doubled.  
Many who feel they are being gouged are 
putting the blame firmly at the feet of both 
the Smart Meters that were installed in the 
area last fall and third party energy retailers 
who signed up customers to an energy cost 
protection plan that doesn’t seem to be sav-
ing them money.   
Carol Wolfe, a Pefferlaw resident on Donna 
Dr., received a bill for $1,662.22 represent-
ing an average use of 98 kWh per day for 
62 days. When she divided the cost of elec-
tricity by the 6,060 kWh her bill says she 
used, it turned out she was charged 20 cents 
per kWh.  
“That’s ridiculous. Our house is only a 
small bungalow and there is no way we can 
use that much hydro,” Ms. Wolfe said. 
“Ours has doubled and we are not using 
anymore hydro this year than we did last 
year.”  
Ms. Wolfe contacted Hydro One to com-
plain only to be told that she was the cus-
tomer of the third party retailer, Direct En-
ergy.  
“Direct Energy told me I had a contract 
with them and when I asked them to send 
me a copy of the contract they told me I had 
agreed to it by telephone and I don’t re-
member doing that.” 
Since her initial contact with Direct Energy, 
Ms. Wolfe has been advised that they will 
cancel her contract with Direct Energy with 
no penalty.  
Responding to inquiries by the Pefferlaw 
Post, Ms. Lisa Frizzell from Direct Energy 
said an investigation on Ms. Wolfe’s behalf 
with Hydro One has uncovered an error in 
billing and an unusual spike in consump-

tion. According to Ms. Frizzell, Ms. Wolfe 
was charged her contracted rate of 8.95 
cents on 6060 kWh and an additional 8.95 
cents on another 7,050—a billing error that 
will be adjusted in the next billing period. 
Ms. Frizzel also admits that energy con-
sumption is unusually high and they are in 
contact with Hydro to investigate.    
“We are reaching out on her behalf to Hy-
dro One to try and get this sorted out so she 
can understand what has happened and get 
it addressed,” she said. 
Dave Clyde is another resident who has 
tried to complain about his energy use when 
his last bill estimated daily energy con-
sumption of over 130 kWh. He believes his 
Smart Meter is defective and has asked 
Hydro One to have it tested.  
“My bills were virtually the same until that 
Smart Meter was installed,” Mr. Clyde said. 
He is an Ontario Energy Savings LP cus-
tomer although he was completely unaware 
of it and is currently attempting to obtain 
proof that he signed a contract with them.  
From December 27 to January 24 last year, 
Bev and Cliff Warner on Regent St. used an 
average of 34 kWh a day. This year, their 
bill for the same period shows an estimated 
average use of 59 kWh a day.  
“I don’t think my meter is defective be-
cause my bill was an estimate,” Ms. Warner 
said, “I think they just elected to put my 
consumption up and I have no idea why.”  
Ms. Warner, who is also with Ontario En-
ergy Savings LP, says she and her husband 
have not done anything differently this year 
than they would have done last year and 
because they don’t have electric heat, the 
weather has not been a factor.  
Another Ontario Energy Savings LP cus-
tomer is Glenna Carleton and because her 
hydro bills were always so much higher 
than her neighbours she purchased all new 
energy efficient appliances, threw out her 
water bed in favour of a mattress and re-
placed her light bulbs with fluorescent ones. 

But when she received her next electricity 
bill, her energy consumption was even 
higher. After repeated calls to Ontario En-
ergy Savings she learned it would cost 
$1,700 to cancel her contract.  
“At the time I signed the contract, my hus-
band and I were under the assumption that 
we were dealing with an Ontario Hydro/
Hydro One representative,” Ms. Carleton 
said. She has appealed to the Ontario En-
ergy Board and to MPP Julia Munro asking 
for their help.  
Gord Potter, a Senior Vice President of 
Ontario Energy Savings LP, said the com-
pany understands the confusion customers 
are experiencing now that the energy mar-
ket has opened up.  
“In the case of senior citizens we have al-
ways maintained a policy to make sure that 
they are removed from the contract at any 
time without any fees or exit fees or any-
thing,” he said, adding that he would further 
investigate the issues surrounding the 
Clyde, Warner and Carleton complaints.  
Eric Pelleier, the Manager of Communica-
tions for the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) 
said his organization is watching the situa-
tion closely and he invites anyone with a 
complaint to come forward.  
“We are encouraging consumers who have 
concerns and complaints to call us. There 
are some steps we can take and some steps 
we simply can’t,” he said. “But as we hear 
more from consumers we can put that infor-
mation together and we can consider some 
individual steps that we need to take.”  
Julia Munro, MPP for York North, also 
wants to hear from constituents who believe 
something is amiss. She says her office is 
following up on complaints to try and deter-
mine what is happening.  
“With issues like this I need to find out if 
other members are getting similar calls or if 
this is specific to one area,,,we need to get 
some answers,” she said.  
   

Increased energy use has residents hopping mad and demanding answers 
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Georgina Island Fishing Challenge 
Forty-eight hardy anglers 
braved the cold and wind on 
Saturday, March 1 to participate 
in the First Annual “So You 
Think You Can Fish” ice-
fishing tournament sponsored 
by the Georgina Island Tourism 
Company.  
The female winner of the event 
was Carol Taylor for catching 
the largest fish—a 9 lb. 8 oz. 
ling. She also won for the ugli-
est fish.  
First place male winner was Jim 
York with a 1.75 lb. perch and 
Timmy Taylor won the youth 
category with a 1.5 lb. perch. 
The prize for smallest fish went 
to Willow Hill. Nancy Sparks 
won for First Catch of the Day 
and Timmy Taylor won for 
Most Catches.  
Anglers paid a $35 entry fee 
which included a dinner and a 
dance.  

Ice Fishing Championship 
Congratulations to the 
winners of the Cana-
dian Ice Fishing Cham-
pionships held on Lake 
Simcoe Feb. 23 and 24.  
In first place and win-
ners of a cup presented 
by Rocky Madsen 
(second left) were Jeff 
Bell (left) and Mike 
Joyce (third from left). 
Ward Four Councillor Ken 
Hackenbrook (right) assists in 
presenting the team with a 
cheque for $6,800.  
Mr. Bell and Mr. Joyce won 
the competition with a white-

fish catch of three and perch 
totaling 6.47 lbs. John Delicata 
and Vlado Crljen won $3,400 
for second place and David 
Hamilton and Mike Levesque 
claimed $2,380 for third place.  

Ellie May Big Canoe is all pre-
pared to spend the day out on 
Lake Simcoe as a participant in 
Georgina Island “So You Think 
You Can Fish” derby. Ms. Big 
Canoe reused an appliance 
crate to shelter her from the 
wind and sub-zero tempera-
tures.  
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Over 65 cubs representing 
troops from Mount Albert, Kes-
wick, Sutton and Pefferlaw de-
scended on the Pefferlaw Lions 
Hall last weekend to compete in 
the Georgina Kub Kar Rally.  
When all the fun was over, the 
top finalists from all troops will 
make their way to the area races 
where they will compete against 
troops from Newmarket, Brad-
ford and the south Lake Simcoe 
area.  

The 1st Pefferlaw troop will 
send four finalists to the area 
competition: Joshua Leubecher-
Robertson (who finished first 
overall), Connor Hackenbrook, 
Michael Pettit and Jacob 
Nicholson.  
The Pefferlaw Cubs also took 
advantage of the event to host 
an awards banquet where they 
recognized a number of groups, 
organizations and individuals 
who have supported the troop 

throughout the 
year. Scouts 
Canada Com-
memorative Cen-
tenial Medals 
were also pre-
sented to Steve 
Clementson, 
Debbie Hollands, 
Kelly Levesque, 
Karen Little and 
Cindy Clement-
son for out-
standing service 
to the 1st Peffer-
law Scouts. 

1st Pefferlaw Cubs host Kub Kar Rally  

These smiling faces belong to the Cub Scout 
troop from Mount Albert as they get ready to 
send their home-made kub kars down the ramp 
to the finish line.  
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Georgina raises Estonian flag 

Sobey’s Spaghetti Speil 

So what were you expecting? It only makes sense that a curl-
ing bonspiel called the Spaghetti Speil that was sponsored by 
a grocery store, in this case Sobey’s of Sutton, should hand 
out spaghetti and spaghetti sauce to the losers. The winner 
went away with LCBO gift cards for the spaghetti dinner 
wine.  
Above left is Beth Dunbar, one of 42 curlers who participated 
in the competition at the Sutton Curling rink on Saturday, 
March 1. Mrs. Dunbar played for the red team which won the 
tournament. Above right is Bridgit King showing great form 
as she works to sweep her red rock into the house.  

Members of Georgina’s Esto-
nian community gathered at 
the Civic Centre in Keswick on 
Friday, Feb. 22 to commemo-
rate the raising of the 
Estonian flag in celebra-
tion of the 90th anniver-
sary of Estonian inde-
pendence.  
“The raising of the flag at 
the Civic Centre is a 
symbol of democracy and 
freedom for Georgina’s 
Estonian ex-patriots who 
honour the sacrifice of 
thousands who fought to 
become independent 
from communist rule,” 
said Jaan Schaer, an resi-
dent of the Estonian com-
munity in Udora.  
The republic of Estonian 
was proclaimed on Feb. 
24, 1918 but it took over 
50 years of resistance 
against communist occu-
pation before the found-
ing of the first non-
Communist political 
party in 1988 and a na-
tional agreement among 
different political entities 

to restore the independence of 
the Estonian Republic, which 
was declared on Aug. 20, 
1991.  

(L to R) Anne Linkruus, Jaan Schaer, 
Eevi Novek, Judith Moses, Valdeko 
Novek, Tiiu Kaljurand, Ilmar Kalju-
rand, Anne Late, Peter Van Loan, 
Koit Linkruus, Maimu Schaer com-
memorate the raising of the Estonian 
flag at the Civic Centre. Photo by Tina 
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Ice Owl team stars in hockey benefit 
The sight-impaired Ice Owls 
hockey team will square off 
against a Georgina Celebrity 
hockey team on Sunday, March 
16 at the Sutton arena in an 
effort to raise money to benefit 
the families of Stephen Do-
cherty and William Cameron. 
The men lost their lives on New 
Year’s Day when they went 
missing on Lake Simcoe while 
snowmobiling.  
“It takes a lot of guts and insan-
ity to play hockey when you are 
blind,” said team president Ed 

Par-
enteau. 
“Some 
of the 
guys 
can 
really 
go and 
they 
can’t 
see 
where 
the 
heck 
they 

are going.”  
The Ice Owls 
have played 
in Georgina 
for 11 years 
helping to 
raise thou-
sands of dol-
lars for or-
ganizations in 
the commu-
nity.  
This year, 
Fred Critten-
den and Ken 
Hackenbrook 
along with 
their team of 
sponsors are 
inviting everyone in the com-
munity to come out and support 
the Cameron and Docherty 
families.  
“We’re planning on making 
this event the best one ever,” 
said Mr. Hackenbrook. “It’s 
educational but also fun for the 
entire family.”  
Tickets for the event are $2 and 
the fun starts at 2:00 p.m.  

No more shoveling  
Members of the Pef-
ferlaw Ice Pad Com-
mittee (PIP) are 
grateful to the Pef-
ferlaw Fire Fighters’ 
Association for pro-
viding the money to 
purchase a new 
snowblower that 
will be used to re-
move snow from the 
temporary ice sur-
face now available 
at the Pefferlaw Li-
ons Hall.  
The machine will 
also be used by vol-
unteers to clean the 
new Pefferlaw ice-
pad that is expected 
to be open for the 
2008/2009 winter 
season.  
The cost of the 
snowblower was  
$2,500. 

(L to R) Fred Crittenden, 
his guide dog, Max and 
Ken Hackenbrook.  

William Cameron 

Stephen Docherty  

(Left to Right) PIP Chair of Operations, 
Doug Carr, President of the Pefferlaw Fire 
Fighters’ Association, Rick Ingles and PIP 
President, Bob Squires show off the new 
snowblower purchased with monies do-
nated by the Pefferlaw Fire Fighters’  
Association.  



Cryderman’s Chronicles 
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Tennyson Tidbits 

Congratulations to Nancy and Alex 
Colville who celebrated their 43rd an-
niversary on March 6. Cheers to you 
both.  
 

Happy Birthday wishes go out to Barb 
Scott who celebrates on March 14. 
Cheers Barb.  
 

The Town of Georgina is joining in 
the Earth Hour movement on March 
29 so don’t forget to turn out your 
lights for one hour at 8:00 pm. Visit 
earthhour.org for more information.  
 

Congratulations to the Pefferlaw curl-
ers who won the D.G. Smith Insur-
ance Men’s Bonspiel in Uxbridge on 
March 1. Members were Tony Forsyth 
(Vice), Todd Jones (Lead), Scott Tho-
mas (Skip) and David Weir (Second). 
Way to go you guys!  
 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead 
one hour before you go to bed on Sat. 
March 8. And the Fire Department 
reminds you to check the batteries in 
your smoke alarms. 
 

Congratulations to Dave Clyde on his 
retirement from Williamson’s in Ux-
bridge. Fishing, fishing...who wants to 
go fishing? 
 

The Pefferlaw Post Welcome Wagon 
would like to welcome Christine Gal-
loway and her family to Pefferlaw. 
They moved onto Beaverdale Cres. 
from Keswick. Welcome to the 
neighbourhood.  
 
To share your community tidbits with 
the readers of the Pefferlaw Post con-
tact either Karen in Pefferlaw at (705) 
437-1216 or Ruth Reid in Sutton at 
(905) 722-3399 or (905) 722-8200.  
 

Birthday Greetings to Jan Hornsby. 
She will be celebrating her birthday 
on March 15th. Your friends wish you 
a  Happy Birthday Jan.  
 

Birthday Greetings also go out to 
Karen Thompson. She celebrated 
her birthday on March 7th. Happy 
Birthday Karen from your friends on 
High St  in Sutton. 
 

Get Well wishes go out to John 
Learoyd of Sutton . He is in South-
lake Regional Health Centre. Your 
friends  send their very best wishes .  
 

Congratulations to Mary & Ernie 
Schofield as they are celebrating their 
32nd wedding anniversary on March  
12th. Happy  Anniversary from your 
many friends.  
 

We send our very best wishes to 
Kayla Teixeira who is in hospital. 
You may remember reading about 
Kayla in the Dec.10th edition of The 
Pefferlaw Post. She suffers from a 
neuropathic disease. 
 

The Downtown Sutton Merchants 
are  preparing for their annual Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 22 at 
1PM for children up to age 12. It will 
be held at The Sutton Country Depot.  
 

Marg and Rhonda from Sophisti-
cuts in Sutton are celebrating 18 
years of being in business on March 
7. They would like to thank all of 
their clients for their patronage, loy-
alty and friendship.  
 

Our sincere condolences go out to 
Ted Petkoff and the family and 
friends of his wife Bea who passed 
away on March 3.  
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Conservation Authority warns watershed 
residents against flooding 

Unusually high water levels in 
Lake Simcoe, not seen for more 
than 40 years, are raising red 
flags among municipalities and 
the Lake Simcoe Region Conser-
vation Authority (LSRCA). 
According to Tom Hogenbirk, 
the LSRCA Manager of Engi-
neering and Technical Services,   
the extensive thaw in January 
has left the water levels in Lake 
Simcoe higher than normal and 
as a result, flooding in low-lying 
areas could arise during the nor-
mal spring run-off.  
“Since we have already had a 
winter melt which basically took 
out the entire snow pack in Janu-
ary, it looks like we are going to 
have two this year,” Mr. Hogen-
birk said.  
“The Trent Severn Waterway 
Commission has been trying to 
drop the water levels in anticipa-
tion of another melt in March. 
However, they haven’t been suc-
cessful,” he said.  
Mr. Hogenbirk said the differ-

ence in water levels from what 
“it should be and what it will be” 
is expected to be about a foot.   
He went on to say that because 
the lake is higher now than it 
should be, the free flow of water 
during the spring run off could 
become obstructed and cause ice 
jams and backups.  
“So anyone in an area that is 
prone to being clogged, the like-
lihood of it being clogged by ice 
this year would be greater as a 
result of the higher lake levels,” 
he said.  
“People out there are the eyes 
and ears of the municipality so if 
they see any excess blockage 
going on especially around cul-
verts and rivers, I would recom-
mend they contact their munici-
pality.” 
Areas of concern in the Peffer-
law area include low lying areas 
along the shoreline such as  
Duclos Pt., Holmes Pt. together 
with ditches and culverts.  
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Georgina singles event planning company plays cupid for York Region  
Okay, all you single guys and gals out 
there—here is your chance to hook up with 
the person of your dreams in just three 
minutes.  
A new company called 3minMatch, the 
brain-child of Sarah Keddy and Melissa 
Mackenzie from Sutton, will stage regular 
social events throughout York Region to 
bring the sexes together in a fun 
and creative setting.  
“Basically we are trying to help 
people who are sick of meeting 
people at the bar and single par-
ents who don’t want to meet peo-
ple at the bar,” said Ms. Keddy. 
The name 3minMatch comes from 
their idea to host speed dating 
events where participants can 
“date” up to 24 people in one night 
and decide on the spot if there is a 
connection.   
Using a score card to record a 
“yes” or “no” verdict, singles 
spend three minutes with each 
other before moving on to the next 
“date”. When two people both 
receive a “yes”, it is considered a 
match and Sarah and Melissa fol-
low up by sending the correspond-
ing contact information to the 
matched couple within 48 hours.  
Speed dating got its start in the late 1990s 
and has been popularized through hit mov-
ies such as Hitch and the 40 Year Old Vir-
gin. It has grown to become a popular and 
legitimate way to meet new people and  
reinforces the adage that first impressions 
really do count.   
“We don’t screen people,” says Ms. 
Keddy. “When you meet someone at one 
of our events, it is totally up to you to take 
it from there.” 
Speed daters can register for these events 
on the website (www.3minmatch.com) and 

gain access to a few tips to help them make 
the most of their three minute date.  
Each 3minMatch speed dating event will 
be held at Shoeless Joe’s Restaurant on the 
corner of Woodbine and Mt. Albert Rd. 
where a complimentary first drink and hors 
d’oeurves are included in the $40 registra-
tion fee.  

According to Ms. Mackenzie, statistics 
show that speed dating events can be very 
successful.  
“Seven out of 10 people who do speed 
dating match up,” she says.  
In addition to the speed dating events, the 
two women will be hosting a series of 
themed singles dances, the first of which 
will be held on April 26 at the Glenway 
Golf Club in Newmarket.  
“What we are trying to do is accommodate 
everyone’s taste in music. We’ll have a 
Western dance, a summer jam which is 

rock music, a Halloween dance and a 
Christmas dance,” she said.  
At each dance, two laptop computers will 
be set up so attendees can create a profile 
and register for an upcoming speed dating 
event. And a portion of the dance and 
speed dating proceeds will be donated to 
Sick Kids Hospital and breast cancer re-
search.  
Dance tickets are $60 each which includes 
a full appetizer buffet and if things go off 
as planned, Todd Palmer from Rock 95 
will be the celebrity auctioneer for a 
bachelor/bachelorette auction.  
“We are very excited about our first 
dance,” said Ms. Mackenzie, “and we can’t 
wait for our first success stories to start 
rolling in.”  

Two Sutton women, Melissa Mackenzie (left) and 
Sarah Keddy (right) have joined forces to play 
cupid to singles throughout York Region.  



 

Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw has in-
vited Rob North of Nazerene Missions 
International to speak on Saturday, Mar. 
8 at 7:00 pm to help raise funds to sup-
port a mission by the Pefferlaw congrega-
tion to Cuba where they will work with 
underpriviledged families.  
 

On Monday, March 10 join the members 
of the Georgina-Brock Garden Club at 
the Wilfrid Hall at 7:30 and hear a pres-
entation on “Ten Things I Learned from 
Last Year’s Drought” with Sharon 
Bogner.  
 

The Wilfrid United Church is hosting a 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner on Fri. March 
14 from 5:00—7:00 pm at the Wilfrid 
Hall. Come for stew with home made 
biscuits and pie and stay for the entertain-
ment by Richard McIntyre.  
 

The Pefferlaw Lions Club will host their 
Mini Putt Tournament on March 29 at the 
Pefferlaw Lions Hall. For information 
contact Brian Meredith at 437-1352. 
 

Village Archery is hosting a Possession 
Acquisition License course on March 28 
from 6:00-9:00 pm and March 29 from 
9:00-4:00 pm and a Hunter Safety Course 
on Apr. 3 and 4 from 6:00-9:00 and Apr. 
5 from 9:00-12:00. For more information 
call Sue or Doug at (705)437-2976.  
 

There will be a Jack & Jill for Katie 
Marles and Jason Snelgrove on Sat. 
March 8 at the Egypt Hall. Fun starts at 
8:00 and tickets are $10 each.  
 

The Community Action Program for 
Children is hosting a great meet and 
greet program for parents, grandparents, 
caregivers and children from newborn to 
6 yrs. Running from Mar. 31 to June 2 at 
the Pefferlaw Youth Centre from 9:30 to 
11:30 am attendees can join in for crafts, 

stories, circle time and songs and get tips 
on health meals from a dietician. Call 
Lois at (905) 989-1896 for more info.  
 

Drop in to the Community Health Fair 
presented by the Parish Nursing Health & 
Wellness Ministry at Knox United 
Church in Sutton on Apr. 12 from 10:00-
3:00pm and learn about health promoting 
services available in Georgina. No 
charge.  
 

Don’t forget to attend the Cameron/
Docherty Families Benefit hockey 
game at the Sutton arena on Sunday, 
March 16 at 2:00 pm between the world 
famous sight-impared Ice Owls and the 
Georgina Celebrity Hockey Team. Tick-
ets are only $2.  
 

The Pefferlaw Arts & Craft Club meets 
every Wednesday at the Pefferlaw Lions 
Hall between 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm. We 
welcome new members. A great social 
time and lots of new crafts each and 
every week. Anyone interested can join 
on any Wednesday or call (705) 437-
3818 for more information.  
 

There is a Fundraiser and Benefit 
Event at the Cannington Legion at 7:00 
pm on April 5 for the family of Brittney 
Mabee-Wilson, the 
young girl who lost 
her life on Christ-
mas Eve. Silent 
Auction, raffle 
draws, door prize, 
DJ, luncheon. Tick-
ets are $25 per cou-
ple, $15 single. Age 
of majority I.D. 
required. Contact 
Joanne at (705) 
437-3636 or Sharon 
at 437-2646 or 437-
2805.  
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SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE 
BUCHNER MANUFACTURING 

Vinyl Siding from $49 a sq. Pre-
painted steel roofing from $79.  

Delivery Available. Call (705) 437-
1734 Store—(905) 868-6118 Cell  

andrew@buchnermfg.com  

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SALE  
Mobility scooter. 1 yr. old. Very  

gently used. Excellent cond. Comes 
with battery pack & charger. Call to 

inquire (705) 437-3816.  
 

PERSONALS 
Country, retired, literary lad desires 
to meet literary lady. Call (705) 928-

1380.  
 

FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE—PEFFERLAW 
Safe, loving & educational. Large play 

areas. Nutritious menu. Reliable & 
experienced. Special needs welcome. 

Call (705) 513-0220.  

Soffit, fascia and five or six inch 
seamless eaves-trough supplied and 
installed. Beat spring increases. Call 
now. Jays Custom Eaves, Sutton, 
(905) 722-7960.  


