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ArtXtreme attendance down but spirit of event was high, say organizers 

Sales Representative 

Teresa Millar 
 

4 bedrooms up and 2 in finished basement.  
Open concept living/dining/kitchen.  

Loads of cupboards for storage upstairs 
and down! 3 season enclosed sunroom off 

the main floor den/laundry room. Full  
finished basement with massive family 

room. Fenced rear yard. Att. 2 car garage.    

Listed at $389,900.00.  

6 BDRMS—Yes, 6 BDRM house! 

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com 

Photo Above: Dinah Christie and 
Eddie Shack display one of the many 
professional hockey jerseys donated by 
“The Entertainer” for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs.  
Top Photo Right: School students show 
off some of their soap stone handiwork.  
Bottom Photo Right: Nolan Smoke 
conducts a native dance during the 
Pow-Wow ceremonies on Saturday.  

Despite the soggy weather which is being 
blamed for disappointing attendance fig-
ures, Georgina Arts Centre staff and vol-
unteers made the best of their two-day 
ArtXtreme extravaganza at the ROC.  
The Friday school-day event on June 1 
attracted more than 500 students from 
schools throughout York and Durham 
Regions. Art and culture activities such as 
soap stone carving, painting, totem pole 
art and participating in a native Pow-
Wow were all part of the education-based 
festivities.  
On Saturday, celebrities Dinah Christie 
and former Toronto Maple Leaf Eddie 
“The Entertainer” Shack along with Rick 
Hodge and Kevin Freshet were in atten-
dance to help promote interest in the wide 
variety of donated art and sports memora-
bilia. A donated original Robert Bateman 
piece went to Jeff Boylin and Brian 
Busby went home with a Maple Leaf jer-
sey signed by the 1967 cup-winning team.  
Attendees were treated to day-long enter-
tainment which included From the Hip, 
Jacob Moon, Marshall Landing, the 
Sweet Adelines, Thunder Brotherz, Missy 
Knott and Tami Wilde. The food was 
provided by St. Louis Bar and Grill in 
Keswick.  
Organizers estimated the event raised 
close to $20,000 and the proceeds will 
support the centre’s children’s art pro-
grams.  



So, you are a resident living in 
Toronto and you decide you 
want to come up to Lake Sim-
coe for a weekend of fun and 
relaxation this summer. You 
Google “lake simcoe” to get 
some ideas on where to go and 
spend your hard-earned tourist 
dollars and up comes a listing 
called “visitlakesimcoe.ca”. 
You click on it and find your-
self in a rather attractive site 
called “Georgina Tourism” 
created by the Town of Geor-
gina.  
Complete with the standard 
navigation bars entitled “Where 
to Stay”, “Things to Do”, 
“Shop and Dine”, “About Geor-
gina” and “Tourism Links”, 
you decide to spend a few min-
utes browsing through this site.  
As a Torontonian, you wouldn’t 
notice that a very important 
tourist attraction is missing 
from the “Things to Do” list-
ings—but as a resident who has 
a $15 million plus investment 
in a new recreational outdoor 
campus, you immediately no-
tice that The ROC isn’t even 
listed in this town-generated 
tourism portal that is open to 
the world.  
This oversight is just plain 
sloppy.  
Never mind that the ROC has 
its own outdated website com-
plete with a winter-themed 
video on its home page or that 
the summer features are sadly 
missing that “WOW factor” 
marketing buzz—this doesn’t 
matter because an internet 
search for “lake simcoe” won’t 
even bring up the ROC website.  
I bring this up for two reasons. 
One, I received a call from a 
marketing firm in Toronto re-
cently that was looking for a 
venue for a client-related func-
tion that required an outdoor 
location around Lake Simcoe. 
After discussing his needs for a 
few moments, I directed him to 
The ROC website and his im-
mediate reaction was that it 
appeared to be a winter attrac-
tion due to the winter-themed 
video on its home page. I 

quickly explained that it hadn’t 
been updated and I began to 
describe the summer features 
that were due to open around 
the first of June. He said it 
sounded like just the thing he 
had been looking for to organ-
ize his client-related function.  
The timing for this call from 
Toronto was perfect since I had 
just called the town asking for 
some details on the summer 
features that I wanted to include 
in an editorial feature. (I had 
hoped to find them on the web-
site but to no avail.)  
The second reason I bring this 
up is because The ROC has a 
marketing and special events 
budget of $75,000 for 2012 and 
I would think it is pretty easy 
and inexpensive to at least list it  
or have a link to the ROC web-
site on the town’s own 
“visitlakesimcoe.ca” website. 
This type of oversight makes 
me wonder if they have bought 
into Kevin Costner’s Field of 
Dreams theory that all you have 
to do is “build it and they will 
come.”  
Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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product or service reported or 

advertised.  

 

Missing in-house marketing opportunity  
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ROC slides downhill in first season  
A financial summary of the 
ROC’s first winter of opera-
tions was presented to council 
on May 28 and revealed reve-
nues of $72,000 against ex-
penses of $294,000.00. 
The report identified 34 operat-
ing days during the first quarter 
of 2012—with Family Day in 
February alone garnering 
$8,000 in revenues.  
Civic Centre staff reported that 
total ticket and pass revenues 
for the quarter reached $42,000 
with the chalet concessions 
generating $30,000 in sales.  
When weather conditions were 
good, ticket revenues on week-
ends averaged $3,000 a day, 
the report states.  
On the expense side of the 
ledger, $192,000 went for sala-
ries and wages representing 65 
per cent of total expenses.  
Utilities such as gas and hydro 
were calculated to cost $30,000 
and operating expenses of 
$72,000 completed the cost 
scenario.  

Town CAO Winanne Grant 
told council that caution should 
be used when interpreting the 
numbers in the report.  
“We provided this report be-
cause of the attention in the 
community about the ROC and 
we wanted to get the numbers 
out so we could be transparent. 
We are hoping people aren’t 
going to quote these numbers 
in a negative fashion,” she 
said. “These numbers are re-
flective of a part of a full oper-
ating season—an operating 
season that didn’t include the 
peak periods which is the 
Christmas period and the 
March Break period.”  
Councillor Phil Craig asked 
staff to extrapolate the reve-
nues generated on the best day 
in the first quarter and use 
them to provide council with 
projections for next season  
given normal winter condi-
tions.    
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JP condos raise ire of residents  
A proposed 28-unit condo de-
velopment located across the 
road from the historic landmark 
icon known as the “courting 
house” on Lake Simcoe is pit-
ting neighbour against 
neighbour in the Brule Lake-
way and Lake Drive area of 
Jackson’s Point.  
At a public meeting in council 
chambers on May 28, resident 
after resident approached coun-
cil and asked them to either nix 
the proposed condo develop-
ment outright or slim down the 
plans to allow fewer units and 
lower height restrictions. Others 
are in favour of the plan as evi-
denced by comments in writing 
to council.  
Known as the Briarwood Es-
tates development, the plan 
proposes to redevelop an area 
currently known as Jackson’s 
Point Cottages—a 3.6 acre 
property with 23 existing rental 
cottages.  
The owner of the property Enzo 

Di Giovani has applied to the 
town to have the property re-
designated, re-zoned and subdi-
vided. The property is currently 
designated tourist commercial, 
open space and low density 
residential. The application 
seeks to re-designate it to me-
dium density residential.  
Ms. Cathy Hastead, the presi-
dent of the beach association in 
the area, told council her mem-
bers were not totally against the 
proposed development but in-
stead would like to see some 
adjustments to the plan.  
“We want something there,” 
she said. “Just smaller. Yes, we 
want it but please decrease it so 
there aren’t balconies looking 
into our back yards.” 
Staff advised council a recom-
mendation report will be for-
warded to council at a later date 
once a full review of both tech-
nical and public consultations 
are complete.   
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Acting upon a 2012 budget 
line item which supports a 
pedestrian bridge across the 
Maskinonge in Keswick, ap-
proximately 40 waterfront resi-
dents on both sides of the river 
turned out to a public informa-
tion session last week at the 
Ice Palace where the majority 
vocalized their objections to 
town staff and consultants.  
In an interview with Public 
Works Manager Mike Basker-
ville, he said the pedestrian 
bridge concept is designed to 
connect residents on both sides 
of the river and eliminate the 
need to use Woodbine or The 
Queensway to cross the 
Maskinonge.  
The meeting, he said, was ar-
ranged to give residents along 
the river an opportunity to pro-
vide the town with feedback 
and ideas.  
“The residents at the meeting 
last week were the residents 
that owned riverfront property 
and we felt we needed to meet 
with them first because they 
are the ones that will be most 
affected,” he said.  
But Keswick resident John 
Hicks said the poster boards 
available at the meeting gave 
residents a different impres-
sion.  
“It was actually a pre-planning 
meeting that showed styles of 
a bridge and a location,” Mr. 
Hicks said. “And that is what 
most people objected to. They 
said...wait a minute now, we 

haven’t even made up our 
minds yet and you already 
have it located. You are not 
here to ask us what we think, 
you are here to tell us where it 
is going.”  
Mr. Baskerville explained that 
at this stage no recommenda-
tions or decisions have been 
made and the feedback from 
the May 31 public information 
session and another one sched-
uled for June 12 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the ROC will provide the basis 
for a report that will go to 
council sometime this fall. The 
June 12 meeting will be open 
to all residents.  
“It is due process and it is 
pretty fair,” he said.  
The idea for a pedestrian 
bridge across the Maskinonge 
is a concept that has been 20 
years in the making, Mr. Bask-
erville said.  
He said Keswick resident Deb-
bie Gordon, with the support 
of a “large number of resi-
dents”, brought the idea back 
to council a couple of years 
ago and the process has moved 
on from there.  
Mr. Hicks said he objects to 
the idea because of the cost, 
the location presented at the 
May 31 meeting and the poten-
tial for vandalism. 
“This is an environmentally 
sensitive area and this is a 
landscape feature that will ruin 
the landscape of the river. And 
how much are we going to 
spend on it?”  

Walking bridge in Keswick poo-pood 



Congratulations to Doug and 
Rhoda Perry who celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anni-
versary on Saturday, June 1.   
We also want to extend our 
birthday wishes to Mary 
Findlay who turned 65 on 
June 3. Hope you’ve got your 
OAS paperwork done!  
 
Barb and Ronnie Scott are 
proud to announce the birth of 
their first great-grandchild—
Hunter Martin Pandolfi born 
on May 31 at 7lb. 11oz. Proud 
mom and dad are Shanel and 
Bryan Pandolfi and grandpar-
ents are Reno and 
Val Pandolfi and 
Kim and Mike 
Ohlis.  
 
Cheers to Mark 
Guy who gener-
ously donated 
close to $1,100 to 
the Morning Glory 
Public School 
Breakfast Pro-
gram. Mark held a 
golf tournament in 
celebration of his 
50th birthday on 
Saturday, May 26 
and donated the 
proceeds to his old 
alma mater. Staff 
and volunteers 

associated with the 
program were ec-
static and want 
him to know how 
much they appreci-
ate his generosity.  
 
It was a very styl-
ish day at Club 55 
in Keswick on 
May 26 when sev-
eral models show-
casing Tan Jan 
fashions graced the 
runway prior to a 
Victorian Tea held 
at the Stephen Lea-
cock Centre.  

Tennyson Tidbits 
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If you weren’t at the Belvedere Cookhouse 
on Sat. June 2, you missed wishing the 
Grade 8 Morning Glory Public School 
graduates from the Class of 1966 a Happy 
60th Birthday. You would have run into 
people like Wendy Schell, Jack Beaudrow, 
Bill O’Neill, Brad Smockum, Grant 
Smockum, Carl Sarasin, Debbie nee Ran-
dell, Earl Crowder, Wayne Sedore, Joan 
nee Sedore, Dave Matt, Irene nee Rae, 
Kay nee Tomlinson, Tom Comeau among 
others and yes, a certain editor of the Pef-
ferlaw Post. A great time was had by all!  

(Left to Right) Terry Shortt with her guide 
dog Wolfie, Kathy Beverley, MP Peter van 
Loan and Darlene Warner were on hand 
to support the 21 dog walkers participat-
ing in the Purina Walk for Dog Guides in 
Pefferlaw on Sunday, May 27. Sponsored 
by the Pefferlaw Lioness Club, pledges 
totaled $3,005 for the guide dog program.  

(Top Right) 
Glenn 
Baker and 
Shirley 
Lawson 
strut their 
stuff. 
 
(Bottom 
Right)  
Glenn 
Baker 
pours Ruth 
Ash a cup 
of tea at 
the event.  



There seems to be no end of talent in Geor-
gina as the largest line-up of contestants in 
the competition’s seven year history regis-
tered with dreams of becoming the next 
Georgina Idol.  

No less than 42 singing hopefuls audi-
tioned for judges at the Stephen Leacock 
Theatre in Keswick on Sunday, June 3 
and in the end, 10 finalists were given 
the nod to compete for top honours and 

$1,000 in prize money on opening night at 
the Sutton Fair.  
“The competition was very tight with all of 
the contestants having great perform-
ances,” said Idol organizer and judge, 
Tammi Roberts.  
The 10 contestants moving forward are: 

Grant Craven (Keswick), Colleen Crevier 
(Keswick), Claudia Morgan (Willow 
Beach), Kate Murray (Keswick), Taylor 
Piotrowski (Keswick), Samantha Sebo 
(Sutton), Emily Shepherd (Keswick), 
Alexia Spataro (Keswick), Sarah Trudel 
(Keswick), Jillian Wilson (Keswick).  
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Georgina Idol auditions draws 42 contestants 

Colleen Crevier from Keswick se-
cured a spot as one of ten finalists 
from a field of 42 contestants in the 
Georgina Idol competition.   

 

Georgina recognizes 
local hero 

(Left to Right) Mayor Grossi, Deputy 
Fire Chief Steve Richardson and Fire 
Chief Bill O’Neill were on hand at a 
recent council meeting to recognize 
Sheri Bryant, 28, for her quick think-
ing and heroic actions when she res-
cued an elderly man from his burning 
home.  
When Ms. Bryant noticed flames com-
ing from the home of Nikolaus Ow-
tscharenko, 81, in the early hours of 
April 7, she entered the home and per-
suaded Mr. Owtscharenko, who was 
unaware of the fire, to leave.  
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Georgina hosts medical students 

As part of a strategy to attract 
doctors into the area, the Town 
of Georgina is hosting a week-
long visit from medical students 
who will spend time with local 
doctors and experience Geor-
gina hospitality.  
The itinerary for the University 
of Toronto students includes a 
plane ride over the area, a BBQ 
hosted by Mayor Grossi, a sail-
ing experience and a scenic boat 

tour. The four students will also 
participate in a tour of South-
lake Regional Health Centre 
with Dr. McLean and will spend 
time in the offices of select 
Georgina local health profes-
sionals.  
Above Zhongyu Anna Liu 
(right) spends a morning with 
Dr. Stapleton (left) in his Sutton 
office to gain insight into the 
health professional landscape. 



Walkers donned their 
rain jackets to join Hos-
pice Georgina for the 
annual Hike for Hos-
pice held last Sunday at 
the ROC. Now in its 
tenth year, the event 
raised more than $5,000 
to support Georgina 
services and programs. 
The top pledge award 
was won by Esther Gid-
dings of Keswick.  
The event opened with 
a re-dedication of the Hospice 
Labyrinth located in front of the 
Civic Centre building. A custom-
ary native smudging ceremony 

was conducted by Suzanne 
Smoke and Jacob Charles fol-
lowed by a performance by the 
Georgina Drum Circle.  

The Georgina Military Mu-
seum was host to the 4th An-
nual Military Day in Georgina 
which honoured the contribu-
tions of past and present 
members of Canada’s Armed 
Forces.  
Named Georgina Salutes III, 
this year the event recognized 
the legacy of local veteran 
Thomas Albert “Bud”Leggett 
and featured the Royal Cana-
dian Dragoons and their Coy-
ote reconnaissance vehicle.  
(Top Photo) Re-enactor Mike 
Wichel describes a WWII 
German military exhibit to 
Nathan Felix, 11, from Kes-
wick.  
(Centre Photo) Matthew 
Simpson, 10, takes a tour of 
the Dragoon’s Coyote recon-
naissance vehicle with 
Trooper John Gray.  
(Bottom Photo L to R) Lorelai 
Boulton, Kyarra Boulton, 
Kelty McNeice and Keegan 
Boulton climb 
aboard a 1943 
Ford Jeep that 
would have 
been used in 
WW11 by the 
Devil’s Bri-
gade in Italy.  
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Organizers say 4th Annual Military Day  
tremendous success 

Hike for Hospice and labyrinth rededicated 

(L to R) MP Peter van Loan, MPP Julia 
Munro, Margaret Thorburn and Mayor 
Rob Grossi re-dedicate the labyrinth.  



Members of the 
Royal Cana-
dian Legion 
Branch #356 in 
Sutton ushered 
in their 
2012/2013 ex-
ecutive during 
their Annual 
Honours and 
Awards Ban-
quet on Saturday, May 26. 
Taking over the reins as presi-
dent is Bob Keetch (left). Jean 
Harper (right) will lead the 
members of the Ladies Auxil-
iary.  
During the ceremonies several 
dozen awards were presented 
to members to recognize their 

contributions to the organiza-
tion. These included Certifi-
cates of Appreciation, Poppy 
Appreciation Awards, Member 
of the Year award, LA Member 
of the Year Award, Service 
Awards and Certificates of 
Appreciation to police, schools 
and local papers.  

Dr. Barry Hanser 
Dr. Karen Chu 
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Georgina honours D-Day sacrifice  

Members of the Sutton Legion and various dignitaries braved 
the elements on Sunday, June 3 to remember the sacrifice of 
Canadian Armed Forces on June 6, 1944 when they invaded 
Juno Beach in Normandy, France. The annual D-Day delega-
tion marched from the library in Sutton to Briar Hill cemetery 
where services were conducted and candles lighted beside the 
graves of local veterans.  

New executive at Sutton Legion  
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Vandalism strikes a nerve at Udora sweet spot Story and photos by Alissa Heidman 

A popular Udora landmark became the 
latest victim of discriminatory graffiti 
when a bridge crossing the Pefferlaw River 
near the Estonian camp was vandalized on 
Victoria Day weekend.  
“The Bridge” or “The Waterfall” as most 
call it, is a pit stop located near a trail sys-
tem and where locals come to sit by the 
river for some peace and quiet.  
“This is easily one of the town’s most sa-
cred places and a favourite to all,” says one 
local resident.  
“To say that the locals were disappointed 
is an understatement. Not only were they 
in shock, they were enraged and deter-
mined to find a solution.”  

Enter Payton Stimers.  
Not one to belabour the negative aspects of 
the vandalism, this 23 year-old Udora na-
tive took it upon himself to personally rec-
tify the situation. “Let’s worry about mak-
ing it beautiful again,” Mr. Stimers said.  
Using Facebook as a medium, Mr. Stimers 
uploaded a photo of 
the damaged bridge 
and was able to  
recruit a number of 
friends and young 
supporters. He pur-
chased paint and 
within a week, the 
group had the entire 

bridge refurbished.  
Above all else, this incident goes to show 
how small towns in Georgina can come 
together during times like these to preserve 
the peace and tranquility of the environ-
ment and landscape features.  
 

Retailer dismayed by repeated thefts 
Twice within as many 
days, Canadian Pro 
Carpet on Hwy. 48 in 
Virginia was the victim 
of a theft as thieves 
broke into a warehous-
ing unit and escaped 
with more than $25,000 
worth of flooring.  
Owner Chris Stevenson 
says home and business 
owners should be 
warned to install secu-
rity cameras and alarms on 
their properties because “we 
could see a crime wave coming 
up this way from the city.”  
In business in Virginia for the 

past 15 years, Mr. Stevenson 
says he has never been victim-
ized by theft before and has 
recently installed cameras and 
security alarms in his store.   

Chris Stevenson is offering a $500 
reward for information leading to the 
arrest of the culprits.    

A Udora 
bridge 
was van-
dalized 
with 
graffiti 
Victoria 
Day 
weekend.  



Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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The Town of Georgina will kick 
off the summer opening of the 
ROC on Sat. June 9 from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm.  
 

Eaglewood Resort in Pefferlaw is 
the venue for a Sick Kids Hospi-
tal and the Make a Wish Foun-
dation fundraiser on Sat. June 9. 
Part concert, part art show and 
silent auction.  
 

The Sutton Legion will host a 
Pamper Me Day from 10:00 am 
to 3:00 pm on Sat. June 9. 
 

The Beaverton Curling Club is 
holding their Annual Beef BBQ 
on June 9 at 6:00. Silent auction. 
 

The Georgina Historical Soceity 
presents a Victorian Tea/Lunch 
at the village on Sun. June 10. 
Sittings are noon, 1:00 and 2:00 
pm. Call Melissa to purchase 
tickets in advance at (905) 476-
4301 ext. 284.   
 

On Sunday, June 10 at the Ice 
Palace, starting at 10am, the 
Georgina Cares Kidfest is a 5-
hour event featuring booths and 
activities in the upstairs hall, gym 
and back parking lot. It’s a free 
day where the focus is on Geor-
gina’s kids and the goal is to help 

families discover all of the or-
ganizations and resources avail-
able to them in their own back-
yard.  
 

The Georgina Brock Garden 
Club will meet Mon. June 11 at 
the Wilfrid Hall at 7:30 pm for a 
discussion on garden invasives.  
 

Purchase your tickers for the 
Club 55 Keswick Father’s Day 
Lunch on Wed. June 13 at noon. 
   
There will be a Fish Fry dinner 
on Sat. June 16 from 4:30 pm to 
7:00 pm at Keswick United 
Church.  
 

Georgina Mobility Transit will 
host their AGM at their offices 
on High St. in Sutton on Mon. 
June 18 at 6:30 pm.  
 

Don’t forget to mark your calen-
dars for the 50th Anniversary 
celebration for the Port Bolster 
Hall on Sat. June 23 at 1:00 pm. 
 

Check out Youth-A-Palooza 
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at the 
Ice Palace on June 24.  
 

Jazz musicians invited to a Jazz 
Jam on Sun. June 24 at 4:00 pm 
at Christ Church in Roches Point.  
 

The Christ Church ACW is 
hosting a Strawberry Tea and 
Bazaar on Sat. June 30 from 8:00 
am to 1:00 pm at Cayley Hall.  
 

Senior Slo-pitch softball players 
needed, 55 & over. Games & 
practice at 9:00 a.m. Tues and 
Thursday. Contact Al Fleming 
(905) 476-0073 or Jim Tout 
(905) 476-2300 for info.  
 

 Coming Events & Announcements 
YARD SALES  

Very large multi-family garage 
sale on June 9 and 10. 7:30 am 
to 6:00 pm. Rain or shine. 
Hwy. 48 at Conc. 6 in Brechin.  
 
Community Street Sale, June 
23 from 8:00 am to noon. 
Ravenshoe and Estonian Rd. in 
Udora. Lots for all.  


