
As the host of the Rhythmic Gymnastics 
competition, Georgina welcomed dozens 
of Special Olympics athletes and their 
families from July 11 to July 14.  
The Opening Ceremonies for the Rhyth-
mic Gymnastics competition were held 
at Our Lady of the Lake Secondary 
School in Keswick where a York Re-
gional Police helicopter flew in dignitar-
ies to welcome the competitors and their 
supporters.   
Municipalities across York Region 
hosted five summer games sporting 
events—track and field, golf, soccer, 
softball and rhythmic gymnastics—and 
welcomed approximately 900 athletes, 
coaches and supporters from all over 
Ontario. Nearly 500 volunteers were on 
hand to organize the vents.  
York Region last hosted the event in 
2000 when Fallen Detective Constable 
Rob Plunkett was the organizer. The 
2013 Torch Run was renamed the Rob 
Plunkett Memorial Torch Run in his 
honour. 
Over the past 40 years Special Olympics 
has grown from a modest program serv-
ing local athletes to become the world's 
largest movement dedicated to promot-
ing respect, acceptance, inclusion and 
human dignity for people with intellec-
tual disabilities through sports. 

Georgina hosts Special Olympics competition  
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York Regional Police has reported that a 
42-year-old Toronto man, Igor Zaitsev, 
has died after a “hard landing” while 
making a jump at the Parachute School 
of Toronto at the Baldwin Airport on 
Sunday, July 21. This was Mr. Zaitsev’s 
tenth jump at the school.  
Adam Mabee, president of the parachute 
school, said Mr. Zaitsev’s parachute did 
deploy but began spinning out of control. 
“We don’t know why he was unable to 
gain control,” he said.  
There is an ongoing coroner’s investiga-
tion and CFB Trenton are assisting in the 
examination of the parachute.  
This is the fifth fatality in 38 years of 
operation by the school which has con-
ducted 240,000 jumps, Mr. Mabee said.   
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(Above) Emily Boycott took silver with this 
performance in the Ribbon competition. 
(Bottom) YRP helicopter is a backdrop for 
a group photo.  

Parachutist dies at  
Baldwin Airport  
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Aaah, come on... 
There’s nothing that will raise 
the ire of taxpayers more than 
shoddy workmanship on a road-
way.  
I get the impression from casual 
conversation in coffee shops, on 
the street and on the telephone, 
that my readers in Pefferlaw are 
more than a little confused by 
the patch-work quilt of pave-
ment that was recently laid 
down on Pefferlaw Road.  
It isn’t that the new pavement 
was put down every few hun-
dred metres instead of re-doing 
the entire roadway (although 
that too, is an issue) it is more 
about the shoddy workmanship.  
Here are some of the comments 
I’ve received:  
“The road is rougher now than 
it was before they tried to fix 
it.”  
“It is so bad that it puddles 
when it rains.”  
“The old pavement that wasn’t 
paved over is in better shape.” 
“What a joke!”  
And, there are some comments I 
won’t repeat in print.  
I would recommend the road 
maintenance crews from York 

Region need to go back and 
review Road Paving Lesson 101 
and spend more than ten min-
utes to repair a road. But appar-
ently, the job was contracted out 
and York Region is going to 
check out these complaints to 
see if they got their money’s 
worth and report back.  
 

Karen Wolfe, Editor  
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Pond plans dead in the water 
Council chambers were filled 
beyond capacity on Monday, 
July 15 with dozens of resi-
dents who showed up to ex-
press their opposition to a pro-
posed recreational pond/lake 
being built in the middle of 
farm country.  
The proponent for the project is  
Westdale Construction Co. 
Limited in care of Warren Ki-
mel. Mr. Kimel had applied for 
a site alteration permit to re-
move 180,000 metres of fill to 
build a 12-acre recreational 
pond/lake on a 143 acre farm 
located at 127 Country Mile 
Lane. The 200 ft. x 2000 ft. 
facility would accommodate a 
boat for waterskiing purposes.  
But despite staff’s “general 
support” for the site alteration 
plans, council voted 5-2 to deny 
the application. 
At issue for many of the resi-
dents were concerns over the 
impact on neighbouring wells, 
noise levels and the loss of ag-
ricultural land.  
Many felt the project should 
have been scrutinized through a 
more restrictive legislative 
process rather than as a site-
alteration application where no 
other levels of evaluation are 
required.  
“This application in our opinion 
should be going through the 
Green Belt Plan, the Provincial 
Policy Statement and the Lake 
Simcoe Protection Plan,” said 
Keswick resident Debbie 
Gordon. “This farm has been 
identified in your Official Plan 
as a significantly identified 
recharge aquifer area,” and she 
questioned the rights of one 
individual to retain water for 
their own personal use.  
Mr. Larry Pegg on Catering 
Road questioned the ethical and 
environmental implications of 
the project. He estimated that 
the volume of water required to 
fill the pond/lake would be 150 
million litres, enough to supply 
water to 441,000 people for one 
day. The amount of water re-
quired to recharge the pond/
lake due to evaporation could 
be 71,000 litres a day, he said.  
“I suggest we use our social 

conscience in this decision. Is it 
even ethical for a person to use 
daily, just considering evapora-
tion, anywhere from 200 to 
2,000 times the daily use of a 
Canadian citizen just for per-
sonal use?”  
Mr. Don Rubin on Kennedy 
Road told council that Mr. Ki-
mel’s application is a “change 
in land usage” and should be 
subjected to more rigorous as-
sessments such as those in the 
Planning Act.  
“This property was zoned for 
farms and quiet and Green Belt 
and agriculture, not for the 
creation of a second lake for 
personal amusement or ultimate 
commercial gain,” he said.  
“And it is only five minutes 
from Lake Simcoe.”  
Former Georgina Councillor 
Margaret (Jordon) Quirk said 
she had grave concerns regard-
ing the project and appealed to 
council to refuse the site altera-
tion application and redirect the 
applicant to the Town’s plan-
ning department. “Planning is 
where the application should 
have been in the first place, not 
in engineering,” she said. 
But after hearing the concerns 
of residents, Councillor Dave 
Szollosy put a motion on the 
floor to deny the site alteration 
application and in a recorded 
vote, his motion passed by a 
margin of five to two. His mo-
tion was quickly supported by 
Councillor Phil Craig who 
raised concerns for the aquifer 
and said, “I don’t think there 
will be any kind of report that 
comes forward that allows me 
to vote in favour of permitting 
one person to retain this 
amount of water for their own 
personal use.” 
Mr. Kimel and the consultants 
who had conducted hydrogeol-
ogy, geotechnical and acousti-
cal analysis to address 
neighbours’ concerns, left the 
council chambers directly after 
the vote. 
When contacted for his reaction 
to council’s decision, Mr. Ki-
mel did not comment.  
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Public Art—what and where  
A wall mural, a statue, a water-
fall, a bench or anything else 
that is visual and placed on 
publicly owned property can 
qualify as public art.  
And, Georgina’s Cultural Ser-
vices department has begun to 
engage residents on their ideas 
of what and where a public art 
display would best capture the 
character of Georgina.  
Approximately 40 individuals 
converged at the De La Salle 
Chapel recently to establish a 
common understanding of the 
role and purpose of public art 
for municipalities, artists and 
the community and to learn 
what is involved in creating a 
plan and a toolkit that is 
unique to Georgina.  
According to Phil Rose-
Donohoe, the Cultural Services 
Manager for the Town of 
Georgina, the idea of creating 
a public art plan came out of 
recommendations in the Geor-

gina Cultural Plan document 
that was released last year.  
The Public Art Forum  was led 
by Jeremy Freiburger a Cul-
tural Strategist for CoBALT 
Connects and he says the audi-
ence quickly identified two 
issues that will be critical to 
the success of a public art plan 
in Georgina.  
“There was a desire from the 
residents to really make sure a 
public art plan is equitable 
across the community,” he 
said. “And that connection to 
nature is so strong, the incredi-
ble waterfront that you have 
with Lake Simcoe and the river 
system throughout the commu-
nity. We have to find a way to 
celebrate that connection to 
nature in some unique way.”  
Mr. Freiburger will submit a 
report by September of this 
year when it will be presented 
to council.  
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Breaches in dam ‘serious’—resident 
It is going to take 
more than a finger 
to plug the leaks 
in the Pefferlaw 
dam and Bernard 
Eastman, a river-
front property 
owner on the up-
per Pefferlaw 
River, is con-
vinced the Lake 
Simcoe Regional 
Conservation Au-
thority (LSRCA) 
must act quickly 
before serious 
environmental 
damage is done.  
The LSRCA is responsible for 
the operation and maintenance 
of the dam and according to 
Mr. Eastman, he has had a 
long history of reporting 
breaches to them. 
“Actually the situation is more 
serious than the sluice gate 
breaches in 2011 because the 
breaches span pretty well the 
whole width of the main dam.  
If nothing is done promptly we 

will all have 
to convert to 
mud boats,” 
he said.  
Mr. Eastman 
contends the 
dam is not 
being main-
tained prop-
erly and he is 
eager to find 
a solution to 
the chronic 
problems.  
Mr. Brian 
Kemp, the 
LSRCA 

General Manager for Conser-
vation Lands said the stop logs 
were replaced in 2012 and his 
crews have been monitoring 
the current situation since be-
ing contacted by Mr. Eastman.  
“Because of the concerns that 
have been expressed we are 
there twice a week and we will 
continue to keep an eye on it 
and remediate it at a period of 
time when we can safely do 
so,” he said.  

This photo illustrates the 
volume of water that is flow-
ing through breaches in the 
dam about a foot below the 
aging logs that are trying to 
hold the water back.  
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Grandma’s Heirloom gets a New Life 
Suzanne Meakins (right) was one of 36 artists 
and artisans displaying their creations at the 
outdoor juried Purple Turtle Arts Festival held 
at the Briar’s Resort on July 13 and 14.  
Ms. Meakins takes glass and crystal antiques, 
collectibles and found treasures to create unique 
and stunning stained glass wall hangings.   

ILS celebrates new home 
Hannu Hyvarinen (left) wel-
comed visitors to the new of-
fices at Internet Lake Simcoe 
(ILS) during an Open House on 
July 11 and demonstrated the 
infrastructure used to deliver 
internet connections to his cus-
tomers.   
With the new offices, ILS has 
doubled their space to provide 
for upgraded equipment and 
new technology.  

First responders honoured by community 
Pastor Doug Neufeld (left) at the Egypt Church 
of the Nazarene awarded retired Georgina Po-
lice officer Carl Stevenson with a Community 
Service Award during Homecoming Weekend 
celebrations on Sunday, July 21. A dozen other 
awards were presented to community members 
of the fire department, police force and EMS 
providers to acknowledge their dedication and 
commitment to the community.  

In the name of breast cancer research 
These young ladies proudly display the 
decorated cookies for sale during the pirate-
themed fundraising event called Treasured 
Chests, at the Udora Hall on Sunday, July 
21. Face-painting, a bouncy castle, a bake 
sale and a silent auction were part of the 
day’s activities as organizer Julie Bersche 
reached out to raise money for breast can-
cer research.   
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Fish and fun, smiles and sun—it doesn’t get any better in Pefferlaw 
Plenty of sun and smiles were the order of the 
day at the 7th Annual Take a Kid Fishing event 
held at the Peninsula Resort on Saturday, July 
13.  
Event sponsors made it possible for every child 
to receive a free fishing rod, ice cream, hot 
dogs and juice. And many were lucky enough 
to not only catch a fish, but win a prize too!  
“It was a wonderful day and the kids all had a 
great time,” said event organizer Karen Wolfe.  
Approximately 350 people participated in the 
event which was sponsored by: The Pefferlaw 
Anglers, The Sportsman Show, the Peninsula 
Resort, the Town of Georgina, Sobeys of Sut-
ton, Steve’s No Frills, Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters, York Environmental 
Stewardship, Pefferlaw Lions, Sutton Home 
Hardware, Keswick Canadian Tire, Frog Street 
Firewood, Kirk Eddy of Sutton Group, Mister 
Softee, James Smockum Portable Toilet Rent-
als, Brad Smockum, Councillor Ward 5, Az-
tech Communications, Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Lake-Simcoe.ca and The Pefferlaw 
Post. 
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Tennyson Tidbits 

This sign was found in the 
home of a long-time Pefferlaw 
resident and is reminiscent of 
days long gone by. If you 
weren’t living in Pefferlaw by 
the 1960s you may not recog-
nize this sign or know what 
area of Pefferlaw was known 
as “Happy Acres”. Anyone 
want to guess? Call me at 
(705) 437-1216 with the cor-
rect answer and I’ll send you a 
Pefferlaw Post promo item.  
 

Oooops! I goofed. When re-
porting on the new name for 
Georgina Transit which is now 
called Routes, I mistakenly 
wrote that the organization 
provided 15,000 rides to cli-
ents since 1988. In actuality, 
Routes provides that number 
of rides every year! I sincerely 
apologize for the error and any 
inconvenience it may have 
caused.  
 

We send our sincere condo-
lences out to the friends and 
family of Al Fleming,75, who 
passed away on July 8 after a 
lengthy battle with cancer. 
Also known as Mr. Baseball, 

Mr. Fleming was a tireless 
volunteer for Georgina youth 
and will be sadly missed.  
 

We would also like to send our  
sincere regrets to the friends 
and family of John Link, 75, 
of Willow Beach who passed 
away on July 8.  
 

To Elizabeth Daw at EDR 
Physiotherapy, please accept 
our sincere condolences on the 
loss of your Dad, Carl.  

Rev. Grant Verdoold and 
youth at the Cedardale Church 
of the Nazarene were out rais-
ing funds to help pay for an 
Adventure to Niagara Falls. 
The group hosted a yard sale 
at Sobey’s in Sutton on July 
13.  
 

Congratulations to the North-
ern Lights Barbershop Chorus 
who camp at Harmony Ranch 
in Baldwin for winning gold at 
the world championships.  

Officers with the York Re-
gional Police Collision Investi-
gation Unit have arrested and 
charged an 18 year-old East 
Gwillimbury man following a 
fatal hit-and-run collision that 
killed a cyclist on Pollock 
Road in Keswick.  
At 4:45 a.m. on Sunday, July 
14 police were called after the 
body of a male was found on 
the roadway of Pollock Road 
west of Kennedy Rd. A bicycle 
was found nearby.  
The Collision Investigation 
Unit attended the scene and 
determined that a motor vehicle 
was involved in a collision 
with the cyclist sometime after 
3:30 a.m.  
The cyclist, a 19-year-old man 
from Georgina was transported 

to hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.  
On Monday, July 15, Mr. 
Christian DeFreitas, 18, of the 
Town of East Gwillimbury 
attended York Regional Police 
#1 District in Newmarket 
where he was arrested without 
incident and charged with fail-
ure to stop at the scene of an 
accident causing death.  
The vehicle that is believed to 
have been involved in this inci-
dent has been located.  
The accused is expected to 
appear at the Ontario Court of 
Justice in Newmarket on Au-
gust 22, 2013.  
Anyone with information is 
asked to contact the Collision 
Investigation Unit at 1-866-876
-5423 ext. 7704.  

Man charged in fatal hit and run 
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

Egypt Camel Races  
A good time was had by all who attended the Egypt Camel Races 
during Homecoming Weekend on July 20. In addition to the 
brave jockeys who rode their trusty steeds through a hay-stacked 
obstacle course, the Egypt community family enjoyed a BBQ, ice 
cream and games for the kiddies.  
(Photos right): Plenty of excitement for the spectators as teams 
raced to finish first without dislodging their jockey.  
(Photo below): Three members of Georgina Council are aided in 
their quest by Pastor Doug and jockey Sierra Degeer, 6.  
(Photo bottom left): This little guy takes time out to really enjoy 
his chocolate ice cream cone. 
(Photo bottom right): Four-year-old Tanner Degeer from Baldwin  
has his eye on the ball in an attempt to hit it over the net.   



The Georgina Arts Centre invites you to 
join them at the Reel Gems on Thurs. July 
25 at 7:00 pm for the showing of “42”—the 
True Story of Jackie Robinson.  
 

Don’t forget to buy your Rubber Duckie 
ticket and line to cheer at the Festival on 
High in Sutton on Sat. July 27, 10:00 am to 
5:00 pm. Music, art, shopping and more! 
 

The Beaverton Thorah Eldon Historical 
Society will host their 18th Annual House 
Tour on Sunday, July 28. Tickets available 
from Maxine’s Fashions or Town Hall 
Tourist Information. (705) 426-9641.  
 

The Lake Simcoe Gardeners are having an 
Open House/Drop in Garden Party to cele-
brate their 40th Anniversary on Sunday, 
July 28 from 2:00 to 5:00 pm at the Kes-
wick United Church.    
 

Come on out to the 2013 Pefferlaw Family 
Picnic sponsored by the Pefferlaw Associa-
tion of Ratepayers on Mon. Aug. 5  from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Lions’ Commu-
nity Centre. PLUS The Pefferlaw Lions 
Antique & Classic Car Show. Too much 
fun to list!  
 

Hey!! The 158th Sutton Fair and Horse 
Show runs from Aug. 8-11 at the fair-

grounds. Check out the full schedule of 
events and hours at www.suttonfair.com 
 

Virginia United Church is hosting a blue-
grass band Notre Dame De Grass on Aug. 
9 at 8:00 pm. $20. Call (705) 437-3939.  
 

Brock’s 3rd Annual Big Bite takes place on 
Simcoe St. on Sun. Aug. 11 from 11:30 am 
to 3:30 pm. Visit www.BrocksBigBite.ca 
 

Knox United Church Women invite you to 
their Nostalgia Dessert Tea in Sutton on 
Thurs. Aug. 15, 2:00-5:00 pm. Hats, pearls 
and gloves encouraged.  
 

The 14th Pefferlaw Anglers Golf Tourna-
ment will shoot off at the Pines of Georgina 
at 12 noon on Fri. Aug. 23. Call (905) 955-
3069 to reserve a foursome.  
 

Mark your calendars for the Eaglewood 
Folk Festival on Aug. 23, 24, & 25 in Pef-
ferlaw. Great performers, kiddie fun and 
lots more. Visit www.eaglewoodfolk.com 
 

OK Golfers, get set for the GTTI 3rd An-
nual Golf Tournament at the Briars on 
Wed. Sept. 11. Call (905) 722-6300 for 
details.  
 

The Magna Hoedown Raffle tickets for 
the big event on Sept. 14 from 5:00 pm to 

midnight now available. Call Hospice Geor-
gina at (905) 722-9333. 
 

On Sat. Sept. 21 the 2nd Annual Georgina 
Harvest Dinner invites you to celebrate the 
local harvest with dishes prepared by award 
winning chefs at the Kin Hall in Sutton. 
Doors open at 5:00 pm, dinner at 6:00 pm 
and proceeds will benefit the Food Pantry. 
Reserve tickets at (905) 476-5004, (416) 
888-0955 or email: bonlou30@aol.com 
 

IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU? CALL 
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS. (705) 437-
1928 OR (705) 437-1307—Tues & 
Thurs 7:30 pm — Salvation Army Youth 
Centre—20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—
Across from No-Frills. 

12 

 Coming Events & Announcements 

 Life Insurance 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE  

Cedar trees for hedging. Three feet to eight 
feed. Pick up or delivery. Planting avail-

able. Call (705) 432-2237 
 

WANT YOUR HOUSE CLEANED? 
Call Mabel at (905) 806-1502. I do what 
others don’t.  Excellent and reliable. Gift 

certificates available.  


