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Former Extrufix plant in Pefferlaw to reopen as metal forging plant
years, Mr. Norris said an empty facility
Empty for nearly four years, the 40,000 sq. ees but their three-year business plan alprovides the Birkshire Metal Group with
ft. former Extrufix plant at the end of Hast- lows for growth into foreign markets that
the opportunity to start from a clean slate.
ings Rd. in Pefferlaw will begin manufac- could require up to 50 employees.
“We have a blank facility here so we can
Mr. Norris said he and his partner have
turing forged and machined non-ferrous
been impressed by the reception they have do anything we want,” he said. “It is an
metal products for the kitchen, bath and
opportunity for us to create a modern facilreceived so far and have found the Town
hardware markets.
ity stressing safety and quality.”
Leased by business partners Arnie Norris of Georgina’s building and economic deThe partners’ search for a plant that would
velopment staff accommodating.
and Phill Holder, Birkshire Metal Group
accommodate their needs stretched
will produce brass, copper and alufrom Bowmanville to Mississauga
minum products in a closed die, hot
to Barrie, Lindsay and Vaughan and
forging process using presses, CNC
places in between.
lathes and milling machines.
“We were a little reluctant about
According to Mr. Norris, the plant
Pefferlaw at first because we didn’t
should be operational by the end of
know much about the area and we
August as the partners and four
wondered ‘who knows where Pefother employees prepare to install
ferlaw is?’,” Mr. Norris said.
the equipment and retrofit the plant
“But, we are very happy to be here
to meet quality and safety specificaand we understand that people will
tions.
want to work with us but we are
Both Mr. Norris and Mr. Holder
asking them to bear with us,” he
each bring over 30 years of business
said.
experience within a manufacturing
The company will be accepting
environment to their new enterprise
The former plastics bag extrusion plant on Hastings Rd. résumés for press operators, CNC
and their business plan is built on
in Pefferlaw is being converted into a non-ferrous metal operators and office staff sometime
their combined knowledge of the
forging and machining plant producing products for the in September and applicants are
metal forging industry.
being asked to forward their
“We come from industry and we are kitchen, bath and hardware markets.
résumés to 35 Hastings Rd. in Peffocused on the importance of a good
ferlaw.
workforce,” Mr. Norris said. “If you have “The Town of Georgina has been very
cooperative and have been assisting us,” he “We want to stick to our business plan for
good people you can do anything.”
growth and we hope people will give us a
said.
Initially, the start-up plant will meet the
Although the former plastics bag extrusion chance to grow,” Mr. Norris said adding,
demands of the domestic market with a
“We are here for a long time.”
modest workforce of four or five employ- plant has been vacant for almost four

HIS AND HERS...
1,500 sq. ft. garage/
shop for him.
3 & one bedroom
raised bungalow with a
full basement for her.

Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211
Or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract

$242,000.00
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Parking is a problem
I’ve been a member of the Fish
Lake Simcoe Tourism Alliance
(FLSTA) now for three years and
the mandate of this volunteer
organization is to promote fishing related tourism around Lake
Simcoe. At one of our very early
meetings, we were involved in a
SWOT exercise where we identified the Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats associated with delivering on our
mandate. And, the number one
weakness identified by the group
was parking and access.
And if this is an obstacle for
fishing-related tourism, it stands
to reason that it is also a roadblock for many other kinds of
tourism relating to Lake Simcoe
access.
While other communities around
the lake have some parking with
lake access issues, Georgina’s
situation seems to be critical and
is receiving heavy backlash from
out-of-town anglers. A few
months ago, at the height of ice
fishing season, I took a look at
the Lake Simcoe and Area Message Board on the internet and
was shocked to see some of the
comments left there by anglers
from the U.S.
Apparently a number of visiting
ice-fishermen had their vehicles
ticketed while they were out on
the ice and they swore they
would never return to Georgina
to fish because of it.
They criticized the town’s lack
of legal parking with lake access
and as a result, they felt it was
unfair of the enforcement officers to give them a parking ticket
especially when Georgina promotes itself as the “ice-fishing
capital of Canada” and is more
than happy to have them here for
their tourism dollars.
A similar situation arose more
recently when 3-S GoKarts on
Park Rd. hosted an Indyrecognized championship go-cart
race and several visitors from
out-of-town received parking
tickets for parking up and down
Park Rd. and Black River Road.
Ms. Chiovitti, the owner of 3S
GoKarts questioned the rationale
behind the parking tickets when
the event she was hosting

brought in over 5,000 visitors to
the town of Georgina.
All of this leaves me more than a
little confused. Here we are, living in tourist country with one of
the most popular recreational
lakes in the province at our doorstep and spending gobs of money
to develop plans that will attract
tourists. Then, when they do
come, we send them unceremoniously home with a bitter taste
in their mouths because we have
treated them shabbily.
It seems to me, if we are serious
about tourism we better start
getting our act together. If we
don’t have the parking spaces for
them that we evidently need, we
should be willing to put a moratorium on parking tickets until
we can accommodate our tourists
legally. Alternatively, we should
give up the idea of being a tourist
destination altogether because I
can’t stand the idea of visitors
going home with a negative impression of my hometown.
In Georgina, our “Field of
Dreams” is a little bit backward—they are coming but we
haven’t built it yet!
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Georgina Idol finalists

Seven of the ten Georgina Idol finalists take a moment to share
the spotlight while preparing to compete in the Georgina Idol
competition at the Sutton Fair on Thursday night, August 6.
(Front row sitting) are: Katherine Richard, Lauren Blanchard,
Lea Sanders, Gwen Williams. (Back Row standing) are: Carissa
Kaye, Ashley Zimmersmann, Ilana Staniscia. Absent from the
photo are: Stephen Hounam, Cindy Lanau and Cameron
Wasson.
The contestants will compete for a $1,000 prize purse on the
opening day of the 154th edition of the Sutton Fair.

Celebrating the past, present and
future of the Red Barn
A multifunctional cultural centre to be
erected on the site
of the former Red
Barn Theatre was
a concept that
was unveiled by
Andrew Sibbald
on Tuesday evening, June 30.
Mr. Sibbald told
a capacity crowd (Left to Right) Photographer Peter Sibbald
that was attend- presented Georgina Fire Chief Bill O’Neill
ing a celebration with a signed print of fire crews battling the
of the past, pre- blaze that destroyed the Red Barn Theatre on
sent and future of April 18.
the Red Barn
Theatre, that a new, year-round weddings.
cultural centre could encompass “Right now it is only a concept,” Mr. Sibbald said. Howthe needs of the Georgina Art
Gallery, host productions by the ever, it was one of three ideas
Queensville Players, the South discussed that made the most
sense, he said. Funding for the
Shore Players, the Chippewas
of Georgina and various dance centre would need support from
all levels of government and the
troupes, in addition to providing a venue for conferences and private sector, he said.
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Tennyson Tidbits
We would like to welcome
Mery Munoz-Orta to Pefferlaw
from Caracas, Venezuela while
she spends a few months here
visiting her daughter, Carolina
and grandchildren.
We extend our best wishes to
Ed Moore of Pefferlaw who
celebrated his birthday on July
1. Cheers Ed!
(Left) Connor Hackenbrook,
10 and (right) Bradley Burmaster, 11, browse through the bargains set up at the Denov residence in Virginia for a yard sale
to support the Weekend to End
Breast Cancer walk in September. Over the years, Harold Denov has led a team of volunteers
to raise $500,000 for the charity
through various fund-raising
events.

Congratulations to Will Chirnside, an Ontario scholar and
recipient of a TD Canada Trust
Bursary upon graduating from
Sutton District High School
with an honours letter for four
years. Will joins his brother at
Queen’s University where he
has been accepted in Environmental Studies. Good Luck
Will.

Happy Birthday to Bernie FairWe send very special birthday
barn who celebrated his special
greetings out to Jack Beaudrow day on July 6. Cheers!
who will celebrated his special
I’ve heard there has been someday on July 8. Cheers Jack!
one vandalizing our new ice pad
Happy Birthday to Mary
at the Lions’ Community Centre
Prohny of Port Bolster who will recently. A lot of people have
turn 79 on July 14. Birthday
put a lot of hard work, time and
greetings also go out to her
money into this facility and this
type of behaviour is absolutely
daughter Emily Prohny who
shameful.
turns 57 on July 25.
Our sincere condolences and
If you see Diane Jegins around sympathies go out to the friends
town on July 19, please remem- and family of Charles (Bud)
ber to wish her a Happy BirthBig Canoe who passed away in
day! Have a good one Diane.
his 78th year on July 4.

Cryderman’s Chronicles
Welcome to Dr. Nicoleta
Cosmin, a new family doctor
who will be setting up her
practice with Dr. Kakavand
above Shoppers Drug Mart at
417 The Queensway in Keswick on August 1. The Georgina Community Health Care
Marian Holborn (left), Edith Committee will be hosting an
Shore (centre), and Bill Shore Open House for Dr. Cosmin
(right) attended the Victorian on July 25 from 9:00 to 12:00
at the Ice Palace and is invitTea at the Georgina Pioneer
ing the community to come
Village on Sunday, June 28.
and meet and greet her. Dr.
Patrons were served a selection of sandwiches and sweets Cosmin is from Richmond
Hill and is a recent graduate of
with their tea at the Mann
the University of Toronto.
House in the Village.
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patriotic side throughout town
Day celebrations
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1. Ruth Luke, Ev Munro with Miss Daisy
the Clown at Cedarvale Lodge in Keswick.
2. The YRP mascot at the Civic Centre. 3.
Ashtyn and Ryann Richards at the Civic
Centre. 4. Sue Smoke and comedian Don
Burnstick on Georgina Island’s Healing
Through Laughter Canada Day celebrations. 5. Kids enjoying the bouncy castle at
the Port Bolster Hall celebrations. 6.
Mayor Rob Grossi and MP Peter Van Loan
at the Civic Centre where Mr. Van Loan
announced another
$383,333 to build multipurpose trails at the Outdoor
Recreation Campus. 7. Dave
Matt plays shuffleboard at
the Sutton Legion’s Canada
Day celebrations. 8. Capacity crowds at Civic Centre.
9. Kids join in the fun at the
Sutton Legion. 10. Barb
Fuller, Julia Munro MPP,
Marie Ricard and Sue Bricknell at the Sutton Legion.

Dr. David Sadler
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Annual Sunkist Beach Rummage Sale
What has become an
annual favourite for
local residents has
also become a major
fundraising initiative
for the Sunkist
Beach Association.
Their community
rummage sale and
bake sale at the Sunkist Beach Community Hall on Sat.
July 4 raised close to
$1,000 for maintenance and taxes on
the community centre.
Above photo: Councillor Ken Hackenbrook sells a 50/50
ticket to Blair
Gillies.
Bottom photo: Sue
McLeod (left) and
Sue Scott (right)
handily flip a few
flapjacks for the
pancake breakfast.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Readers weigh in on mosquito program
(Editor’s Note: In my last issue I asked
readers to report on their impression of
the effectiveness of the 2009 mosquito
control program compared to the 2008
program. The responses were unanimous
and gave two thumbs up to the 2008 program as being more effective.)
“I agree with you that the mosquitoes are
worse this year than last year. Last year
we hardly saw a mosquito and this year
they have been terrible.”
Pat Piotrowski.
“Hello...about this mosquito problem. I
live in Pefferlaw on a street at the end of
Morning Glory swamp. We heard the
airplanes spraying the mosquitos last year.
Maybe it is because we have had so much
rain...but I can say that the mosquito problem this summer is a dandy. We can’t sit
outside after supper...they hang together

in swarms against the upright evergreens...good job we have a screened veranda. I think when we had the trucks that
did the spray job, things were much better.”
Hilda Thorn.
“Pesky mosquitoes! Last year we bragged
about how effective the larvicide was in
turning Pefferlaw into paradise. This year
we are swatting and scratching like crazy
and even head indoors at times. I trust the
town will look into this further and remedy it for next year.”
April Lensen.
“I wanted to give my two cents on this
issue...it was much better last year. It wasn’t until later in the summer that they
were bugging us. This spring and summer
so far, they have been bad and really big!”
Jo Anne Cutler.

Large concert at Virginia United Church
sounds and themes.
Matt Large is a bluegrass musician who
has a soft spot in his heart for the Virginia The group was nominated for a Canadian
United Church. He spent many weekends Folk Music award for their last CD reand summer holidays at a
family
cottage in
Port Bolster and
attended
the
church a
number
of times.
Now, as
an adult
and the
leader of
a Mont- Matthew Large (centre) and his blue grass band, Notre
realDame de Grass will perform at the Virginia United
based
Church on Friday, July 24.
bluegrass
ensemble called Notre Dame de Grass, he lease entitled New Canwill be performing at the Virginia United ada Road.
“I grew up on the lake
Church on Friday, July 24 at 7:30 p.m.
Notre Dame de Grass is a five-piece blue- in Port Bolster on
grass band specializing in original songs Thorah Park Blvd and I
am really excited about
and instrumental material. Songsmith/
being back in the area to
guitarist Matt Large and composer/
banjoist Guy Donis will join fiddler Chris play a concert,” said
Bartos, mandolinist Joe Grass and bassist Mr. Large. Tickets are
$20 each and can be
Solon McDade to perform a wide swath
of traditional and contemporary bluegrass purchased at the church.
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Wilfrid Village Festival

(Top photo) Shelby Bond, 9, from
Wilfrid gets her face painted by
Serena Morcinek, 14, of Wilfrid.
(Right photo) Little Logan Hurley, 2,
is hanging on tight to a stuffed bear
his grandfather purchased for him at
the community yard sale.
The community of Wilfrid came
together on Saturday, June 25
and played host to the Wilfrid
Village Festival where visitors
were able to browse through the
many yard sales and participate
in a variety of activities.
The day started with a pancake
breakfast prepared by the UCW

and by 9:00 a.m., the village
was hopping with bargain seekers. Live performances in the
Faunus Herbs traveling music
marquee were delivered by
Delbert Metherel and Brian
Wakelin of the Wolfgang Brothers, Ed Winacott and many
more.
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Huge crowds attend Beaverton’s 125th birthday bash
Congratulations to the
organizers of the Beaverton 125 celebrations held during
Homecoming Weekend on July 3, 4 and 5.
Simcoe Street was
jam-packed with
party- goers revelling
in the music and shenanigans of the bands,
floats and clowns during a parade on Saturday. The legendary
Canadian Cowgirls
were a definite crowd
pleaser as they
pranced through town
on their trusty steeds
and performed precision and stunt riding
before a capacity
grandstand crowd.
Lieutenant Governor
David C. Onley officially opened the
event from the grandstand at the Beaverton
Fair Grounds at 1:30
p.m. and the Saturday
evening concert
showcased the singing
talents of country and
western singer Alex J.
Robinson, the Wolfgang Brothers and the
Choir Girlz.
“Overall it was a great
weekend and it was
great seeing everyone
out supporting us,” said
Erin Lambert, an event
organizer for the Beaverton 125 Committee.

(Top Left Photo) These four upside-down clowns received
smiles all around from the crowds lining the parade route.
(Top Right Photo) At the Beaverton Curling Rink, Graham
Jones displayed his collection of antique toys manufactured
by the Beaverton Toy Company between 1918 and 1930 at a
factory on Mill St.
(Bottom Photo) Members of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police pose for a photo prior to escorting Lieutenant Governor David C. Onley to the grandstand to officially open the
birthday celebrations.
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Coming Events & Announcements
Third Annual Take a Kid Fishing event at
the Peninsula Resort in Pefferlaw on July 11.
Visit www.Lake-Simcoe .ca or call (647)
828-5100 for details.
The Annual Udora Family Fun Day will
be held on Sunday, July 12 at the Udora
Hall. Fun begins at 11:00 a.m.
On Tuesday, July 14 at 10:00 a.m. a graffiti
clean-up initiative has been organized in
Keswick and the York Regional Police are
seeking youth volunteers and five adults to
assist them. Call Andrew Milliard at (905)
876-5423 to sign up.

are the talented young artists who will be
presenting a fascinating sampling of the music that was “all the rage” in early 17th and
18 century Europe. Their concert takes place
on Sunday afternoon (3:00 pm) on July 19 at
St. George’s Anglican Church, Sibbald
Point. Tickets are $15 or four for $50. Available at various outlets and at the door. Call
(705) 437-2993 for details.

The Chippewa’s of Georgina Island is
hosting the NISH Radio “Mother Earth
Music Festival” on July 25. Performers
include Crystal Shawanda, Gary Farmer and
the Troublemakers, Missy Knott and more.
Saddle UP! Egypt will be hosting their popu- Hoop dancing, drumming and native teachings. Tickets available through NISH Radio
lar Great Camel Race at their Annual
(705) 437-2255 or the Georgina Arts Centre
Community Homecoming Weekend on
July 18 and 19. The race starts at 1:00 pm on and Gallery.
Saturday with a free-concession style BBQ, The Optimist Club of Keswick will celeball game, friends and fun. Worship in
brate 60 years of community service at the
Egypt’s historic country church at 11:00 am Ice Palace on Saturday, July 25 from 1:00 to
on Sunday. Call (905) 722-6910 for details. 3:00 pm.
Check out the Purple Turtle Art Festival
on July 18 and 19 at the Briar’s Resort/Red
Barn Theatre. Over 20 local artists. Starts at
11:00 a.m. on both days.
Lucas Harris and Genevieve Gilardeau

CLASSIFIED ADS
Private Mortgage Funds available from
$50 k to $5 m. Call Brenda at (705)
437-4108.
WHILE U R AWAY PET & HOUSE
SITTING
Your critter’s best friend. Providing
quality pet house sitting for 13 yrs.
Fully insured, ref. avail. Catherine
Hoadley (705) 432-3311.
LIVE-IN NANNY WANTED
Five to six days a week. $10/hour.
Room and board to be negotiated.
Three boys—9, 7, 5. Call Belinda at
(905) 933-5501.
DRIVER & VEHICLE LICENCE OFFICE
Location: Beaverton
593 Osborne St.
(705) 426-1292
Open: Mon-Wed: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Thursday: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to noon

Check out the “Elders of the Annishinabek
Eavestrough cleaning and protection
Nation” photo exhibit by Lorne Fromer at
system installed. Fast service and
the Black River Coffee gallery on High St.
reasonable
rates. Free estimates. Call
in Sutton until July 26.
Eric (705) 513-0136 Pefferlaw

