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The Town of Georgina has decided to 
move ahead with plans to install an 
80x180 ft. artificial ice pad after two 
different plastic ice surfaces were tested 
and found to be unsuitable for the Pef-
ferlaw facility.  
“The response (to the plastic ice) was 
mixed, at best,” said Brock McDonald 
from Leisure Services Department of 
the Town of Georgina. “So we decided 
on Monday that it wasn’t the application 
for Pefferlaw, at least at this time any-
way.”  
Two different plastic ice surfaces were 
tested by residents, one on Sunday, June 
21 and one Monday, June 22 and ac-
cording to Mr. McDonald, the second 
plastic ice surface was deemed far supe-
rior to the first. However, Mr. McDon-
ald said potential vandalism, blowing 
dust and dirt and on-going maintenance 
were some of the issues at the forefront 
of the plastic ice discussion.  
Instead, council approved an additional 
$150,000 to meet rising costs for the 
artificial ice surface bringing the total to 
$900,000. 
“There were a number of issues that we 
Continued on page 3... 

Plastic ice test  
didn’t cut it As thousands of carp carcasses wash up 

on Lake Simcoe shores residents and cot-
tage owners are becoming alarmed over 
the smell of rotting fish, their impact on 
water quality and the ecosystem of the 
lake.  
“There are a lot of 
questions that need 
to be answered,” 
said Ms. Karen 
Green, a cottage 
owner in the Bea-
verton area. “What 
are the environ-
mental effects of 
this on the quality 
of water? Is it safe 
to go swimming 
and what about the 
rest of the ecosys-
tem?” 
Ms. Green said the 
public is not being advised of potential 
health risks the decaying fish might be 
having on the water quality and she be-
lieves the lead agencies involved should 
be reacting more quickly to allay public 
concerns.  
“They should be working harder to get the 
answers we need quickly,” Ms. Green 
said. “With such a big problem it should-
n’t take three to four weeks to get an-

swers, it should be a priority.”  
According to Peter Waring from the Min-
istry of Natural Resources, a number of 
carp specimen have been sent to Guelph 
for analysis to determine the exact cause 
behind the deaths.  

“Although it is fish 
related, at this point 
we can’t say what it 
is because we don’t 
know,” Mr. Waring 
said. “But it is obvi-
ously something 
affecting carp be-
cause it isn’t affect-
ing other species.”  
Mr. Waring said it 
will take several 
weeks or more to get 
the results of the 
testing back. “The 
lab processes are 

longer than people would like but it is 
because they can’t generate the lab results 
any faster,” he said.  
Mr. Waring said it is the responsibility of 
the waterfront owners to clear the decay-
ing fish from their property and the Town 
of Georgina has issued a statement advis-
ing affected property owners to dispose of 
small quantities of fish in their green bin 
Continued on page 3... 

Thousands of rotting carp have turned up 
on the shores of Lake Simcoe causing resi-
dents and cottage owners to consider the 
impact on water quality and the ecosystem. 
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Teresa Millar 
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract 

$197,000.00 
This home is ready and waiting for you to 

just move in. Not a thing to be done! Clean 
and nicely decorated is this 3 bedroom 

home. Big, brand new bathroom. And a big 
family size eat-in kitchen. All on a 60 by 250 

foot lot. Come and see before it’s gone.  
Call Teresa for details at (905) 722-3211 
Or you can click to www.teresamillar.com 

IT’S ALL READY TO GO... 

 



Did you know...?  
Did you know that the Peffer-
law Association of Ratepayers 
(PAR) has the ability to be 
your voice before council if 
you have an issue that affects 
the community?  
Did you know that this organi-
zation is entirely staffed by 
volunteers and is responsible 
for bringing you the Pefferlaw 
Annual Picnic, the Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony, the 
Rabies Vaccination clinic, 
Meet the Candidate events and 
hosting special town hall meet-
ings when warranted?  
Did you know that this civic-
minded group needs your help 
to make sure that Pefferlaw 
area residents have a vehicle to 
get council’s attention and 
voice your concerns?  
I think everyone should belong 
to this so it is there when we 
need it. Without it—no picnic, 
no tree lighting, no rabies 
clinic—no community spirit.  
Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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Carp die-off...from page 1.  

Pefferlaw ice-pad  
Continued from page 1. 
came up against and part of the 
issues were just the rising cost 
over the course of a year,” Mr. 
McDonald said, adding other 
factors that have boosted the 
cost upward include an up-
graded hydro service, a switch 
from Freon to an ammo- 
nia-based refrigeration system 
and additional engineering 
costs.  
It is expected construction on 

the new artificial ice-pad will 
begin shortly after the Pefferlaw 
Picnic on August 4 with com-
pletion scheduled for December 
1 this year.  
Given that the Town of Geor-
gina has agreed to waive the 
tendering process for the pro-
ject, Mr. McDonald said it 
would allow the Leisure Ser-
vices Department to take advan-
tage of local donations of mate-
rial or equipment.  

or contact the Town’s Engi-
neering and Public Works staff 
to make arrangements to have 
the collected fish disposed of. 
“Residents will be required to 
clean up their own shorelines,” 
the statement says. “Large 
quantities should be double 
bagged and placed in front of 
their homes beginning the week 
of June 30.”  
The Region of Durham has 
issued a similar statement and 
Ms. Green says that suggestion  
is laughable.  
“If you leave them (for pick-up) 
overnight it is going to create a 
terrible stench and animals will 
get right at it,” she said.  
In interviews with other resi-
dents and cottage owners, they 
have admitted to burying the 
dead fish after cleaning-up their 
shorelines.  
For Jim Lamb, the owner and 
operator of a trailer park at the 
base of Duclos Point, cleaning 
up the dead fish has become a 
full-time job. But he and many 
of his park guests are more than 
a little concerned about the 
hundreds of dead bodies he has 
counted floating among the 
reeds along the shoreline of 

MNR owned property that is 
commonly known as Morning 
Glory Swamp.  
“I haven’t been swimming in 
the lake but the girl behind us 
has been swimming and she 
said it was really nasty,” said 
park resident Sheila Roulston.  
Both Ms. Roulston and Mr. 
Lamb have counted hundreds of 
dead carp in the area of “Little 
Lake” and they feel the minis-
try should be responsible for 
cleaning them up.  
“They tell everyone else to 
clean them up and I’d like to 
see them clean this up,” Mr. 
Lamb said.  
Joe LaMarca, the Director of 
Health Protection for the Re-
gion of York, said his depart-
ment tests the water quality of 
Lake Simcoe beaches on a 
weekly basis and to date, there 
is no evidence of an increased 
health risk due to the die-off of 
carp.  
“We are not seeing any correla-
tion between this particular fish 
die-off or with the bacteria lev-
els,” he said. “So at this point, 
we don’t think there is an in-
creased public health issue.”  
 

CORRECTION! 
In the June 24 issue of the Pefferlaw Post we incorrectly identified the 
winner of the shuffleboard event at the York Region Seniors’ Games. 
The winner in the photo is Norm Felton and NOT Frank Sebo.  
In the same issue a TD Bank employee was incorrectly identified in the 
SDHS reunion story. His name is Elwin Earle.  
We apologize for any confusion  these mistakes may have caused.  
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More than 300 people took advantage of 
the licence-free fishing weekend during 
the Second Annual Take a Kid Fishing 
Day at the Peninsula Resort on Saturday, 
July 5. Paul Kirby and his team of volun-
teers and sponsors are to be congratulated 
for staging an extremely successful event. 
The Kucharchuk family at the Peninsula 
Resort generously donated their facility so 
young anglers could enjoy the sport of 
fishing.  
Other partners included: Pefferlaw River 
Anglers Association, the Town of Georgina, 
Sutton Home Hardware, “Dan The Bird Man” 
705-437-1965, Canadian National Sportsmen's 
Shows, Bass Pro Shops, Iceguidez.com, Mau-
rice Sporting Goods, Canadian Tire Corpora-
tion, ProfishntAnglingServices.com, Canadian 
Pro Carpet, Georgina Rent-All, Dryicemachi-
nes.net-Wilcraft, Shane Young, Canadian Ice 
Fishing Championship, York Regional Police/
OPP Marine Unit, Casey's Fish Huts/Port Bol-
ster Inn, Randy's Ice Huts, OFAH Invasive 
Species Unit, York Environmental Stewardship; 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Aurora District, 
www.ofncommunity.com, www.Lake-
Simcoe.ca; ww.familyfishingweekend.com. 
Additional sponsors include: Sobeys  Sutton, 
Sutton Country Depot and Rentals, the Geor-
gina Advocate, the Pefferlaw Post, The Town 
Gazette, Showcase--Something Worth Read-
ing,1st Pefferlaw and 1st Sutton West Scout-
ing ,Volunteer Medical Responders with St. 
John Ambulance, Newmarket, Captain Morbids 
Live Bait, Tackle 
and Surplus ,the 
Egypt Community 
Hall Board, Shaw 
Pro Hardware,  
Chamber of Com-
merce Group In-
surance Plan- Don 
McCarron, Geor-
gina Fire Depart-
ment-Station 18, 
Mike and Monica 
Burrows Century 

21 Jackson’s Point, York Region Tourism, 
Queensville Farm Supply and Country Store, 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, 
Wildlife Control Services, R.B. Technical Ser-
vices,  Your Printing Matters.com, Sutton 
Group Future Realty Inc.-Kirk Eddy, Prestige 
Jewellery, Dan Allison Plumbing,Guildford 
Homes Ltd., Don Kindness Automotive, Ex-
treme Fishing and 
Hunting, Virginia 
Truck Stop Restau-
rant, The Toronto 
Sun, Berkley, Ra-
pala, Shimano, 
Shakespeare, South 
Bend, John Lloyd's 
Refrigeration Ser-
vices,Ecometrix.ca, 
Environmental 
Defense,Harry and 
Ginger's Pizzeria 
Plus-Pefferlaw, The 
Anchor Restaurant-
Sutton,The Pines of 
Georgina Golf 
Club, Pefferlaw 
Association of Rate 
Payers (P.A.R.), In 
Memory of Larry 
Hunter, CHAY 
FM93.1, Dalton 
Music, Grant 
Smith www.lake-
simcoe.ca.   
 

Photos:  
(1) Keegan Pom, 10, from Toronto 
(2) Ryan Kortko, 12, from Pefferlaw  
(3) Carolina Freixa, 10, from Stouffville 
(4) Quinn McIntyre, 9, from Keswick 
(5) Cooper Elliott, 3, from Newmarket holds 

up one of several Round Goby caught by 
young anglers throughout the day.  

Pefferlaw Take a Kid Fishing Day is a resounding success 
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Nick Morcinek, a key organ-
izer of the Eaglewood Festi-
val, can hardly contain his 
enthusiasm over this year’s 
entertainment line-up.  
“I wish people would under-
stand that the Eaglewood Fes-
tival is more than just folk 
music,” he said. “It is a fabu-
lous program this year. We’ve 
got a calypso band, we’ve got 
reggae, we’ve got blues and 
blues-jazz. I think this is one 
of the best line-ups we have 
ever had.”  
The festival this year marks 
the 19th year the event has 
been held in Pefferlaw and 
according to Mr. Morcinek, it 
is one of the major generators 

of local revenue as it typically 
draws hundreds of people 
every year. 
“I would like people to go the 
website and listen to the mu-
sic, it is all available there for 
download, for free,” he said.   
Staged primarily with the help 
of volunteers, Mr. Morcinek 
and organizers invite individu-
als or community-minded ser-
vice groups to get involved. 
“We need volunteers,” Mr. 
Morcinek said, adding that 
volunteers are the lifeblood of 
the event and enjoy a number 
of benefits in recognition of 
their contribution. For more 
information visit: 
www.eaglewoodfolk.com   

Eaglewood Festival—More than folk  

Give a Miracle a Chance 
Give A Miracle a Chance, a 
not-for-profit charitable or-
ganization dedicated to raising 
awareness and generating 
funding for families dealing 
with cerebral palsy, held their 
3rd Annual Slo-Pitch Baseball 
Tournament last month at 
West Park in Keswick.  
In addition to the 18 teams 
that participated in the event, 
organizers hosted a Kid’s 
Friendship Baseball game 
where children with and with-
out disabilities participated 
together.  
“The purpose was to create 
awareness and for children 
without disabilities to under-
stand the challenges,” said vol-
unteer Ashley Shearer. “Kids 

without disabilities had to sit in 
a wheelchair at bat and then run 
backwards towards the bases. 
Give a Miracle would like to 
thank all of our wonderful vol-
unteers and sponsors.”  

(Left to right) Mom Courtney 
Webster gives son Denton Web-
ster-Marles a hug during the 
Give a Miracle a Chance festivi-



Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Happy Birthday to Jean Roberts 
of Parkers Point, Gravenhurst. 
On July 3rd this lovely lady cele-
brated her 93rd birthday at the 
home of her daughter Sue Doane 
of Jackson’s Point. We send our 
very best wishes.   
 

Birthday Greetings to Linda 
Denov of Virginia. She recently 
celebrated her birthday on July 
3. We hope it was a great one.  
 

Congratulations to Cheryl and 
Ken McIntosh. They celebrated 
their 43rd Wedding Anniversary 
on July 3. We wish you many 
more happy years to come. 
 

Best Wishes to Donna and Bill 
Phipps of Virginia. They have 
sold their home and are moving 
to Alliston. Their neighbour 
Charlie will miss them. 
 

There were many Canada Day 
celebrations this year. Among 
them, Lynn and John Gilbank of 
Jackson’s Landing held their 4th 
annual Canada Day Party at their 
lovely home. Dinah Christie led 
the guests in the singing of O 
Canada. Among the many guests 
was Judith Moses, an interesting 
lady, who was a pleasure to 
meet. She is the Federal Liberal 

candidate for York Simcoe.   
 

The Social Committee at The 
Oaks Condominium held a 
Strawberry Social on the lawn 
on Canada Day for their celebra-
tion of Canada’s Birthday. 
 

The Red Barn Theatre in Jack-
son’s Point from July 3 to July 
19 has a fantastic show, VEGAS 
KNIGHTS, complete with a 
seven-piece band featuring Der-
rick Marshall. The music is from 
the 50s, 60s, and 70s with songs 
made famous by Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr., 
Bobby Darin, Tom Jones, Tony 
Bennett, Louis Prima and Elvis 
Presley. This show is a must see.  
 

I had a telephone call from Cap-
tain Linda Groves of the Salva-
tion Army to tell us that Sunday 
evenings the Salvation Army 
Band is performing again this 
summer at the Band Shell in 
Jackson’s Point. It begins at 6.30 
PM. Bring your chair and come 
join in the singing or just enjoy 
the music and fellowship. Also 
on Wednesday evenings at 7.30 
PM in the auditorium, there are 
summer concerts. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Cryderman’s Chronicles 

Toronto woman drowns on Canada Day 
Emergency personnel from 
York Region Police, the Peffer-
law Fire brigade and EMS all 
responded to a call on Canada 
Day when a 42-year old woman 
from Toronto was pulled uncon-
scious from Lake Simcoe at the 
Peninsula Resort in Pefferlaw.  
According to Gary Phillips with 
YRP the woman was air-lifted 

via Bandage 1 air ambulance to 
a hospital in Barrie with vital 
signs but never recovered con-
sciousness.  
The woman, whose name has 
not been released, was said to be 
a non-swimmer and was seen 
wading on the beach before 
being pulled from the water.  
 

Pefferlaw man faces 17 charges  
Raymond Wright, 53, of Morn-
ing Glory Rd. in Pefferlaw has 
been charged with 17 offences 
following a number of reported 
incidents which occurred be-
tween 1976 and 1989.  
Mr. Wright faces two counts of 
gross indecency, six counts of 
sexual interference, four counts 
of sexual assault, one count of 
buggery and one count of sex-

ual intercourse with a female 
under 14 years.  
Mr. Wright was originally 
charged with three counts on 
May 8, in relation to incidents 
which occurred between 1979 
and 1982. However, since that 
time, five additional victims 
have come forward to report 
incidents occurring between 
1976 and 1989.  
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Our Home and Native Land...  

Happy Birthday 
Canada!  

(Left) Port Bolster Canada Day fun! 
(Above) Twister fun at Civic Centre.  

(Below) Dominick Peter-
son, 4, from Keswick. 

(Right)
Maya 
Fazack-
erley,  
2 1/2 
from 
Keswick 
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So what is Bill C-51 and how will it  
affect you? 

The Canadian government re-
cently had its second reading of 
Bill C-51 and according to mil-
lions of Canadians, if passed, it 
will result in legislation that 
will ultimately restrict access to  
natural health products and/or 
increase the cost of these prod-
ucts dramatically. 
“If this bill is passed by our 
government, products like 
herbs, vitamins, garlic and 
blueberries will be treated like 
illegal drugs,” said Peter Cole-
man, president and CEO of the 
National Citizens Coalition in a 
letter to Jackson’s Point resi-
dent Jim Austin.  
Mr. Austin and his wife Pat 
spend between $300 and $500 a 
month on natural health prod-
ucts and according to Mr. Aus-
tin, if Bill C-51 is passed, he 
could be paying up to $1,000 
for products he says keep his 
family healthy.  
“They want these products de-
clared as pharmaceuticals,” Mr. 
Austin said adding that other 
countries around the world have 
brought in similar legislation. 
“You can’t go to a health food 
store and buy vitamins in 
Europe. You have to go to a 
doctor and get a prescription,” 
he said. “Right now, a bottle of 
vitamin C that is $8.00 in Can-
ada is $49.00 in Germany,” he 
said.  
Nick Morcenik, a leading 
grower and manufacturer of 
natural herbal products in Pef-
ferlaw, says his company, 
Faunus Herbs Limited, is being 
targeted by large pharmaceuti-
cal companies who are trying to  
patent formulations of natural 
health products that have been 
in the public domain for thou-
sands of years.  
“If Bill C-51 passes, I would 
need a licence to even grow and 
sell any food product that has a 
therapeutic value,” Mr. Morce-
nik says. “All of this informa-
tion about natural health and 
herbs is in the public domain 
and all this licensing does is it 

takes that out of the public do-
main and licenses it to the high-
est bidder.”  
With a product line of nearly 
1,000 natural health products, if 
Bill C-51 passes, it will mean 
Mr. Morcenik will have to 
spend between $3,000 and 
$5,000 per product to meet the 
regulatory requirements of Bill 
C-51.  
“These are my products and 
they are perfectly safe and they 
have been recognized as safe 
and they want me to spend $5 
million on testing,” Mr. Morce-
nik said. “It is insanity, total 
insanity.” 
Mr. Morcenik said once a li-
cence for a particular product is 
issued, for echinacea for exam-
ple, the drug companies will be 
able to patent it. “And when 
you bring in regulations which 
are the same regulations for 
drugs which the drug compa-
nies are already complying 
with, what have you got...an 
attempt by the drug sector to 
take information that is in the 
public domain and belongs to 
us all, and sell it to the licensed 
highest paying bidders,” he 
said. “You won’t be able to 
pick up chamomile from the 
field and give it to a friend 
without being guilty of an of-
fense,” he said.  
And, Mr. Austin agrees.  
“Some of the things (such as 
garlic and blueberries) can help 
keep you healthy and pharma-
ceutical companies have no use 
for healthy Canadians,” Mr. 
Austin said.  
“We are a family like others 
that, rather than relying on 
pharmaceuticals, we are using 
natural products and if this goes 
through and they become clas-
sified under the pharmaceutical 
act, I will just have to stop buy-
ing them,” he said adding that 
he expects the cost of natural 
products in Canada to follow 
the same increases seen in 
Europe. “It has gone up five 
and six time more in Europe.”  
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Tennyson Tidbits  

It matters if you are coming or going...the 
speed limit leaving town when you go out 
toward Wilfrid is 70 km an hour but it is 
80 km an hour coming in from that direc-
tion. It is one of those things that makes 
you go Hmmmm! 
 

The fa-
miliar 
and 
friendly 
mascot, 
Bear, 
seen at 
Don 
Kindness 
Automotive in Pefferlaw for over seven 
years has gone missing. If you see Bear, 
please give Don a call at 437-4038.  
 

Happy Birthday greetings to Ryan and 
Brian Myette who celebrated their 22nd 
birthday on July 9. Cheers to you both! 
 

Happy Anniversary to Tamy and Dave 
Shearer who celebrated their silver wed-
ding anniversary at their home with fam-
ily and friends on July 5.  
 

Happy Birthday to Josh Giles who turns 
nine years old on July 20. I hope you 
have a great day Josh!  
 

Congratulations to Tara Paterson (the 
Pefferlaw Postmaster) and Clinton 
Behnke on the birth of their baby girl. 
Shayla Levina arrived on June 5 and 
weighed 5 lb. and 5 oz. Congrats!  
 

Congratulations to Udora resident San-
dra Bolan who recently was awarded a 
gold medal by the Independent Book 
Publishers Awards for her self-published 
book Moms and Paws: An Intimate Look 
at Women and their Best Friends. Sandra 
is a professional pet photographer and 
this is her second book.  
 

Happy Birthday to Garry Harpley and 
his granddaughter Kayla Switzer, 3. 
They will both celebrate on July 12.  
 

I can’t wait for the summer Olympics to 
start and particularly the Equestrian 
Eventing competitions which run from 
August 9 to August 12. Wilfrid’s own 
Jessica Phoenix will represent Canada in 
these events so let’s cheer her on.  

 



Congratulations to MGPS graduates  
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Council approves 2009 mosquito 
control program for Pefferlaw area  
With the spring mosquito 
population being reduced by 
93 per cent after applying Bti 
(bacillus thuringiensis varis-
raelensis) to known Pefferlaw 
mosquito breeding sites this 
spring, Georgina council has 
given Mike Baskerville, Man-
ager of Engineering for the 
Town of Georgina, the go-
ahead to secure a contractor to 
deliver the program again in 
2009.  
According to Mr. Baskerville, 
he will put the contract out for 
tender this summer and he 
hopes to put together a report 
for council by September that 
will outline a clear path for-
ward.  
One of the components of the 
report, he said, will be costs for 
a season-long program in addi-
tion to costs for the spring pro-
gram that was delivered this 
year and if the quotes “fall 

within budget approval” he 
says he would absolutely rec-
ommend a season-long pro-
gram.  
“It remains to be seen because 
dollars dictate when the budget 
gets approved but there was no 
question that they are planning 
to continue,” Mr. Baskerville 
said.  
GDG Environment delivered 
the Bti program this year and 
Mr. Baskerville said he was 
very impressed with the com-
pany and the professional man-
ner in which they performed.  
“GDG did a fabulous job. I 
know they did. I am very im-
pressed with them,” he said.  
Mr. Baskerville also said he 
wanted to begin the process 
earlier next year to enhance the 
communication with residents. 
“I want much more informa-
tion out there earlier,” he said.  
  

Dr. David Sadler 

(Editor’s Note: I didn’t make 
the Morning Glory Public 
School graduation exercises 
this year, but principal Rox-
anne Hibbard and her staff 
were kind enough to share this 
list of Excellence in Education 
award recipients.)  
 
English — Joanne Lee and 
Megan Ruffolo 
Math — Joanne Lee and 
Courtney March 
Science — Visaacan Rathiraj 
Geography — Jessica Sykes  
Art — Alish Fairbrass  
French — Joanne Lee  
Native Language — Jordan 
Hartwick  
History — Sahr Malalla and 
Jessica Sykes  
Physical Education — An-
thony Johnston, Courtney 
Charles and Erin Simmons 
Honour Students — Joanne 
Lee, Jessica Sykes, Jocelyn 
Davies, Ashwana Raveendran, 
Sahr Malalla, Megan Ruffolo 
York Region District School 

Board Top Academic — 
Joanne Lee  
Awards of Distinction — Kel-
sey Veale, Alex Hackenbrook, 
Mikeala Russell, Sandra Da 
Silva, Keino Toninger, Tori 
Stevens, Matt Clementson, 
Kalleigh Martyn, Julia Riddle, 
Brett Kortko, Patrick Clarke, 
Ashwana Raveendran, Sara 
Little, Kady Hartwick 
Citizenship — Kevin Hall and 
Jordan Kortko  
Ontario Principals’ Council 
Leadership — Sahr Malalla 
Outstanding Intermediates—
CIBC—Jocelyn Davies and 
Visaacan Rathiraj 
Dramatic Arts — Elizabeth 
Irwin 
Community Service—
Cooke’s United Church—
Megan Ruffalo 
Valedictorians — Mitch Wil-
son and Joanne Lee.  
Congratulations to all the 2008 
graduates and good luck in 
high school.  
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If you ever get the chance to visit Iqaluit in 
the Canadian Artic take a look at the sky—
I’m convinced the sky is closer there. 
Maybe it’s because the air is cleaner or 
because there are no trees—or maybe it’s 
because you are near the top of the world 
and you just feel closer to nature.  
My recent visit to Canada’s newest and 
fastest growing city equates to a “shock 
and awe” experience.  
Just over 50 short years ago, this commu-
nity did not exist and today it is a vibrant 
and bustling city that is home to more than 
7,000 people. In 1955, when the first De-
partment of Indian and Northern Affairs 
office was established there, the Inuit 
population in the Canadian Artic was relo-
cated from its nomadic existence on the 
frozen tundra to the promise of a better and 
easier life in a settlement with modern 
conveniences.  
However, according to first hand testi-
mony of Inuit elders, relocation was re-
sisted and it wasn’t until the RCMP began 
shooting their dogs that they agreed to 
move. The Inuit claim almost 20,000 sled 
dogs were slaughtered between the 1950s 
and the 1960s. The elders say the dog 
slaughter destroyed their traditional way of 
life, their means of feeding their families 
and ultimately forced them into a life of 
dependency and idleness. (The official 
RCMP position is that the dogs were killed 
for public safety reasons.)  
In 1987, the then-known community of 
Frobisher Bay was officially named Iqaluit 
and in 1999, when Nunavut was officially 
created, Iqaluit became the new territory’s 
administrative centre.  
As a young city, it is flush with young peo-
ple from all over Canada who are attracted 
by high-paying jobs and the arctic experi-
ence. Its economy is almost exclusively 
based on government money. People either 

work for the Canadian government, the 
Nunavut government or the municipal gov-
ernment and the ones that don’t, work for 
private companies which have government 
contracts.  
The community is serviced by four sea-
lifts a year—cargo ships that bring in eve-
rything from cars to coconuts between July 
and October. Around this time of year resi-
dents are busy making out their sea-lift 
orders with the same enthusiasm as a child 
writing a letter to Santa.  
There is a vibrant and impressive arts and 
culture economy in Iqaluit—Inuit art and 
carvings are highly sought after and few 
pieces can be purchased for less than 
$1,000.00.  
My visit there was filled with experiences I 
know will never be duplicated nor forgot-
ten.   
I took part in an end-of-year school trip 
with Inuit youngsters who had to cut their 
scavenger hunt short because of a polar 
bear sighting in the park. The RCMP, park 
rangers and Inuit hunters rushed to the site 
where they ultimately shot the bear and 
carried it via ATV into the city centre. I 
watched as Inuit men and women skillfully 
cut into the carcass and carried away hun-
dreds of pounds of meat in green garbage 
bags. And, I was surprised to learn that 
many Inuit there had never seen a polar 
bear.  
I sat out on the deck of our hosts and 
watched as children played with their bikes 
under the midnight sun until 2:00 o’clock 
in the morning.  
I marveled at golf enthusiasts who set tee-
off times for 1:00 in the morning on a 
home-made nine-hole golf course.  
I laughed at the local coffee shop when the 
owner told me “if they haven’t heard a 
rumour in Iqaluit by 10:00 a.m., they make 
one up.”  

I was shocked during a trip to the super-
market, Northmart, where I saw a small 
bottle of Ivory laundry soap for $32.99.  
I was charmed by the young Inuit mothers 
who wear the traditional amautiqs—a spe-
cially designed woman’s parka with a 
built-in pouch in which to carry their small 
children on their back.  
I was interested to learn that the teachers 
do not cancel outside recess unless the 
temperature is colder than minus 50 de-
grees C.  
More than anything else, I was inspired by 
their determination to preserve their tradi-
tional Inuit culture while at the same time 
embracing new and progressive ways. I 
found myself silently (or not) cheering 
them on in their struggles and admiring 
their spirit. I would love to go back and 
learn more.  

The sky seems closer in the land of the midnight sun 



 

7th Annual Purple Turtle Art Festival on 
July 11, 12 and 13 at the Briars Meadow 
adjacent to the Red Barn Theatre.  
 

Sutton Lions Treasure and Lawn Sale on 
Saturday, July 12 from 8:00 am to 2:00 
pm. Al’s No Frills, 20895 Dalton Rd. 
 

Society of York Region Artists Show at 
the Sharon Temple on Sat. & Sun. on 
July 12 & 13. 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.  
 

Lakeside Music Concert Series at St. 
George’s Anglican Church, Sibbald Point 
at 3:00 pm. Sunday, July 13.   
 

Family Fun Day at Udora Hall on Sun-
day, July 13 from noon to 9:00 p.m. 
 

Meet Judith Moses and Bob Rae at an old 
fashioned country family picnic on 
Thursday, July 17 at 29 Narva in Udora 
from 3:00—6:00 pm. RSVP (905) 551-
0661.  
 

Green Acres Annual Flea Market on Sat. 
July 19 at 30553 Hwy. 48—between Pef-
ferlaw & Pt. Bolster. 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
To rent a table call (905) 660-0004.  
 

Egypt Community Homecoming and the 
Great Camel Race at the Egypt Hall on 

Sat. July 19 starting at 11:00 am. On Sun-
day, July 20 at 11:00 am Dr. George Bur-
rows and Mr. Ken Smockum will receive 
a Lifetime Community Service Award at 
Egypt’s Historic Country Church.  
 

The Women of Wisdom book launch to 
benefit Breast Cancer Research will be 
held at the Briars Summer Dining Room 
on July 23 from 3:00—5:00 pm.  
 
PAR Family Picnic on Monday, August 4 
at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall. Fun goes 
from 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Free games 
and entertainment.  
 

The 153rd Sutton Fair & Horse Show at 
the Fair grounds from Aug. 7 to 10.  
 

The Georgina Hospice Best Ball Golf 
Tournament takes place at the Pines of 
Georgina on August 20. Call (905) 722-
9333 to register.  
 

Pefferlaw Anglers Annual Golf Tourna-
ment on August 22 at the Pines of Geor-
gina. Call (905) 722-5000 to book!  
 

Beaverton Town Hall Players Summer 
Theatre runs from July 3 to August 23. 
www.beavertontownhallplayers.com 
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SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE 
BUCHNER MANUFACTURING 

Vinyl Siding from $49 a sq. Pre-
painted steel roofing from $79.  

Delivery Available. Call (705) 437-
1734 Store—(905) 868-6118 Cell  

andrew@buchnermfg.com  

CLASSIFIED ADS 

CABIN CRUISER  
Cruise the lake this summer in this 
beautiful reconditioned 1968 26’ 
Trojan cabin cruiser. Asking $6,800. 
Call (705) 437-1216.  

FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE 
PEFFERLAW  

Safe, loving & educational. Large 
play areas. Nutritious menu. Reli-
able & experienced. Special Needs 
welcome. One full-time spot still 
available. Call (705) 513-0220.  

EXPERIENCED TUTOR 
Experienced EA available for tutoring 

grade 1-8. In my home or yours. 
Flexible hours, references avail. Ex-
perienced with autism, AD/HD, As-
perger Syndrom. $10/30 min. Call 

Lori at (705) 437-3842.  


