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Council rejects “vote by mail” system for October election
It was a close vote.
Georgina’s staff recommendation to implement a “vote by mail” system to capture the
political desire of Georgina residents during
the municipal election in October was defeated in a recorded vote of 4-3.
Council debated the move to switch from
the traditional poll station vote to a mail-in
system over two council meetings and despite claims that the mail-in system would
improve voter turn-out and reduce costs, the
motion was turned down by Regional Councillor Danny Wheeler, Ward 4 Councillor
Ken Hackenbrook, Ward 1 Councillor
Naomi Davison and Ward 5 Councillor
Brad Smockum.
Ward 3 Councillor Dave Szollosy, Mayor
Rob Grossi and Ward 2 Councillor Phil
Craig voted in favour of the vote by mail
system.
Councillor Craig made an impassioned plea
to persuade council members to pass the
vote by mail motion by saying of the 120
municipalities (out of 400) in Ontario who
are using the system, all have experienced
increased voter turn-out numbers and none
have returned to the traditional way of voting.
“Most municipalities have witnessed increases of between two and five per cent.
And even if we increase voter turn-out by
one per cent, it is still a win,” he said.
He concluded by saying “We have a chance
to engage more of our residents in the vote.

If we fail, if we turn down this recommendation we will be turning our backs on progress. Given what we have seen in other
municipalities and understanding the success they have had, we will be willfully
ignoring the benefits and proven changes
made by those municipalities.”
But both Regional Councillor Wheeler and
Councillor Naomi Davison were concerned
about a rush to judgment before all of the
questions had been answered.
“Prior to last week’s meeting I was on
board,” said Regional Councillor Wheeler.
“But more questions have been asked and
not really being responded to, to the degree
I would like to see and it has shaken my
confidence a little,” he said, adding, “It feels
like it is being rushed.”
Councillor Davison said she discussed the
change in voting methods with some of her
constituents and said there was a general
feeling of unease among them due to their
lack of confidence in Canada Post and the
opportunity for potential fraud.
“My feeling is if we were going to make
this move we would have to do it years in
advance. I don’t think that we have given
our community the opportunity to know
what it is we are doing. It is an enormous
change for us.”
She also suggested that council look at conducting the election using traditional voting
methods with a tabulator to eliminate
worker fatigue at the end of a long day

when counting traditionally begins.
Although both Councillor Szollosy and
Mayor Grossi voted in favour of the motion,
they also raised concerns about the system
citing scenarios which could have the potential to disenfranchise certain voters.
Councillor Szollosy was concerned about
inaccurate voters’ lists which could misidentify school board support due to computer list management programs which default support to “public” when none is identified.
He said he would not want to see anyone
disenfranchised should their mailed ballots
appear with the wrong school board support.
“A certain area that I am concerned about is
to try and look at how the school board support will get identified and if people will
have more information to make a correction
before the ballots are mailed out,” he said.
Mayor Rob Grossi voiced his feelings this
way: “I don’t think there is anything wrong
with being cautiously optimistic about a
change in process.”
“It is a little bit last minute in my mind,
relative to a historic change. I want to make
sure that as many people in the municipality
have the ability to vote.”
“But at the same time, there are questions
that I asked this evening that I think have
assured me that there may be some more
merit than I originally thought. Yet I still
don’t know what those procedures are.”
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Home for sale in sought-after
community. 2 bedroom
home, large laundry room,
full bathroom, gas fireplace,
big shed and a detached
garage. All for $189,900.00
Better call soon..................
All you have to do is call or email me anytime!
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Am I missing something?!
I just spent hours plowing
through the Draft Recreation
Facilities Needs Study which
was recently posted on the
Town’s website at
www.georgina.ca
(See story on pages 7 and 8.)
First, let me say that it is a great
piece of work and I take my hat
off to the Recreational Services
Department at the Town and the
consultants who pulled this together. It is well researched, well
thought out, well written and the
recommendations in the report
are easy to digest. In addition,
the section which identifies a
proposed $30 million multi-use
recreational complex (MURC) in
Keswick is well documented and
provides enough information to
get the debate going. Well done!
There is, however, one area
which I think is sadly missing.
On page 15 of the report, the
number one area where respondents said they would like to see
additional public spending (92
per cent) was on “Waterfront
Parks and Beaches”. Yet there is
not one mention of improving
our waterfront parks and beaches
in the 43 recommendations listed
in the report.
Why?
When you consider all of the
recreational assets Georgina has
to offer, how can you ignore our
lakefront assets?!
Without having to conduct a
survey, I know for a fact that our
residents would like to see more
of an investment in this area.
Funnily enough, prior to seeing
the report, I was discussing this
very topic with a couple of
friends in a coffee shop one day
and they related their experiences
with our beach on Holmes Point
Rd.
She was perplexed about how
such a beautiful location could
be in such disrepair. The shoreline is unkempt and difficult to
maneuver, I don’t think the grass
has ever been seeded, there are
no gardens, and there are no
change rooms. I am certain that
with some money, a professional
landscaper/architect could turn
this idyllic lakefront location into

something really special—and
that goes for the rest of our lakefront assets too. I’d like to see a
dedicated section in this report
that would give our waterfront
parks and beaches the same level
of consideration as it did the rest
of our recreational assets.
Karen Wolfe, Editor

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Re: January 10 Editorial
I thought your article said it
all. The seniors in the community are being put on the back
burner.
That parcel of land could be
used for many venues, one of
course, a seniors’ residence.
The YMCA wanted to come
here but that was put aside for
the ROC.
With the election coming, this
would be a good time for a
petition. We really need more
senior housing.
Thank you for a great article.
Sandra Wagner.
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Town’s trails master plan now on-line
tion corridors and estimates the
The results of community entotal length of each that is begagement exercises together
ing recommended. (See Table
with questionnaires, studies
4.8 below.)
and research have gone into a
A list of trail menu items and
draft report which provides
associated costs is included in
Georgina with the building
the Master Plan document and
blocks to develop a trails and
covers items such as pathway
active transportation network
throughout the town.
The 352-page draft report
can be viewed on the
Town’s website at
www.georgina.ca where a
map of the proposed route
alignments can be seen.
Active transportation is
A sharrow is a signed and shared
described as any form of
human-powered transporta- bicycle lane.
tion such as walking, cycling, rollerblading, skatelighting, signage, boardwalks,
boarding etc.
the construction of bicycle
The document, the Trails and
lanes and granular surfaced offActive Transportation Master
road trail construction among
Plan, explains how a total of
others.
446.5 kilometres of on- and off The Trail and Active Transpor-road trails will connect Geor- tation Master Plan is expected
gina’s rural and urban areas
to be a work in progress and
together.
will be modified as future conThe plan identifies six different nection opportunities are identypes of trails and transportatified.

 Life Insurance
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Tennyson Tidbits
Patti Weir was born and raised
in Pefferlaw and even though
she has moved away, her heart
is still here and that is why she
has nominated the Pefferlaw
Ice Pad as a Kraft Hockeyville
venue. Visit krafthockeyville.cbc.ca to tell your Pefferlaw Ice Pad story and help this
venue win!
Attention all ice anglers! The
Ministry of Natural Resources
has notified me that they will
be venturing out to engage
you in discussions regarding
“Operation Bait Bucket”, an
initiative to prevent the spread
of invasive species.
York Region has advised me
that they have launched a new
website—york.ca
They say the new design features improved navigation, a
powerful search function, a
community events calendar,
social media integration and
enhanced mapping features. I
took a look and tried a few
functions. Not bad, although it
does take a while to load.

FYI, the Pefferlaw Ice Pad
Committee is looking for a
convenor for weekend shinny
hockey. Call (705) 437-1080.
Ooops! I apologize to River
Glen Haven in Sutton. I mistakenly referred to them as
Riverview in my Jan. 10 editorial. Sorry about that!
We send our sincere condolences out to the friends and
family of Al Sims, 64, of Pefferlaw who passed away on
Saturday, January 11, 2014.
Mr. Sims is survived by his
beloved wife Daphne and
daughters Tiffany Tait and her
family and Tracy Black and
her family.
We also want to send our
sympathies and condolences
to the friends and family of
Raymond Cave, 65, of Sutton
who passed away on Monday,
January 13, 2014. Mr. Cave
was the beloved husband of
Linda Dawe, father of Karen
Small-Webb of Hamilton and
father to Ash Alvaro of London.

Lost youth on lake rescued
Members of Georgina’s Fire
Department successfully rescued a 14 year-old Innisfil boy
after he became disoriented
during an outing on Lake Simcoe Thursday evening, January
16.
The youth, who started out
onto the lake on foot from Innisfil in the afternoon, lost his
way back when it became dark
and began snowing.
According to Georgina Fire
Chief Steve Richardson, the
department’s airboat located
the boy 2.5 kilometres from
the Innisfil shoreline and about
one kilometre north of Snake
Island.
Chief Richardson said the
youth had a cell phone with
him and placed a call to South
Simcoe Police for help at 5:45
pm.
“He stayed on the line with the

dispatcher and relayed when
he saw the airboat coming,”
Chief Richardson said. The
boy was transported back to
Innisfil by members of the
Georgina Fire Department.
The call for help launched a
search and rescue operation
that was also responded to by
the Innisfil Fire Department’s
airboat squad and York Regional Police officers on snowmobiles.
Chief Richardson said the
youth was cold and frightened
when he was located about an
hour and a half after the call
for help was received.
“It was snowing and that made
the search a little more difficult,” he said.
This has been the only ice
search and rescue operation the
Georgina Fire Department has
had to respond to this season.
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Ainsley Ashby-Snyder stands beside one of her favourite oil
paintings from a collection she is exhibiting at the Georgina Arts
Centre until February 23.

As a result of the 2013 Hopefest Music4Miracles event which
was held at Eaglewood last fall, organizers were able to donate
$3,000 to Sick Kids and the Make-A-Wish Foundation. The organizers would like to thank the musicians who donated their
time to perform, the corporate sponsors, the volunteers who
donated their time and energy and all those who attended the
event.
Pictured above left to right are: Leighann Baird, event coordinator, Liam Jefferson, Make a Wish Foundation of Canada,
Robert Walker, Hopefest Youth Coordinator, Anne Jefferson,
Hopefest Music Coordinator and Andrea Draker, Hopefest volunteer. The group is now turning their attention toward the
2014 events so if you would like to get involved, call (905) 9892522 or visit www.hopfest.ca
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Recreation Facility Needs Study
A 118-page report detailing
what Georgina should consider
doing to address the current
and future recreational needs of
its residents is now available
for public input and comment.
The draft report has been
posted on the Town’s website
at: www.georgina.ca and provides 43 recommendations
pertaining to arenas, sports
fields, community halls, playgrounds, arts and culture facilities and a multi-use recreation
complex in Keswick.
The report combines the efforts
of three consulting companies
who conducted surveys and
evaluated existing recreational
facilities against the current
and future needs of all demographic sectors in Georgina.
In addition to its recommendations for existing facilities, the
report floats the idea of constructing a $30.7 million multiuse recreation complex
(MURC) to be located in south
Keswick. It also suggests that
council consider moving the
Civic Centre operations to the
MURC location.
Recommendation #24.
Through further study, consider opportunities for the relocation of the Town’s administrative offices, with the future
site of the proposed South Keswick MURC being one possible
location.
This recommendation comes
from a series of issues that
have arisen at the Civic Centre’s current location such as
rising capital and operating
costs, among others, due to the
age of the structure and its layout.

rooms, a possible fitness studio, express library branch and
ancillary spaces for food services, sports organizations and
administration offices. The
report provides some preliminary financials including possible capital and operating costs
together with potential revenues.
At a projected capital cost of
$30.7 million, the report estimates probable revenues of
between $587,000 and
$661,000 annually over five
years and operating expenses
of $1million annually over the
same period.
The report also identified possible sources of funding to support the project which include
reserves, development charge
funds, grants, debt financing,
user fees, partnerships, sponsorships and tax levy.
Because the project is still in
the concept stage, no site location has been pinned down, but
the report identified a potential
study area bounded by Glenwoods Avenue, Woodbine
Avenue, Ravenshoe Road and
The Queensway.
“Much of this area will be developed for residential uses and
there are currently a number of
draft plans of subdivision under
review,” the report says. “As a
result, should the Town wish to
identify and secure a parcel of
land for the MURC in this area,
the timing is now.”

ARENAS
After examining historical ice
registration and usage for
Georgina’s three arenas, which
suggests usage is declining, the
report recommends no new ice
The MURC
surfaces in the immediate future. However, one additional
The report identifies the need
ice pad will be required beto construct a 75,279 sq. ft.
tween 2021 and 2026, the remulti-use recreational facility
port says and consideration
in south Keswick. It would
should be given to the twinning
feature a 6-lane multi-tank
of the Sutton arena.
aquatics complex, a double
The report also suggests further
gymnasium with elevated
walking track, a dedicated sen- study to determine the costiors’ lounge, a dedicated youth benefit of offering year-round
summer ice at the Georgina Ice
lounge, program and meeting

7

provides Georgina with a blueprint for growth into the next decade
Palace.

As a result, consultants are recommending
future expansion of Club 55 space at both
POOLS
the Keswick facility and the Sutton facility
Research conducted to calculate demand
when full accessibility is required.
for pool facilities, the report identified that Recommendation #8: In order to provide
of the 5,445 people who used the Sutton
additional program space, explore opporLeisure Pool in 2012, 90 per cent of them
tunities for a modes expansion to the Keswere from Keswick.
wick Club 55 building including the possiShould the MURC come into being with a bility of a second-floor addition.
six-lane pool, the study raises the negative Recommendation #10: When full accessiimpact on the Sutton pool and recommends bility is required, redirect Sutton Club 55
a number of tactics to address the loss of
programming to the Sutton Arena Hall and/
use at this facility.
or future Sutton Community Hub.
COMMUNITY HALLS
The report makes seven recommendations
relating to Community Halls most of which
refer to improvements and the expansion of
programming. One recommendation advises the divesture of four vacant halls:
Elmgrove Hall, Pefferlaw Youth Centre
(former United Church), the Virginia Hall
and the Roches Point Memorial Hall.
CLUB 55s
Looking to the future, positive growth is

expected across every age cohort, with the
older adult and senior population continuing to lead the way, the report says.

SPORTS FIELDS & FACILITIES
Georgina owns 23 soccer fields (one of
which is lit) and the report suggests this
number more than meets demand and will
do so up until 2031. The Town’s current
supply of 27 ball diamonds (eight of which
are lit) exceeds the current and long-term
demands of this user group, the report says.
However, the report recommends the Town
seek options for replacing the West Park
sports fields with a minimum of three lit
ball diamonds.
With seven tennis
courts available
to Georgina residents, the study
found these facilities were meeting
their target of one
court for every
7,000 residents.
The report also
recommended
additional basketball courts, skateboard parks and
playgrounds in
newly developing
residential areas as required. A new splash
pad in Sutton is recommended by 2021 and
another by 2031 in a location to be deter-

mined.
PARKLAND
According to the report, Georgina currently
owns 141.5 hectares of parkland, which
represents three hectares for every 1,000
residents. The report says this supply is
higher than the Official Plan standard of
2.25 hectares per 1,000 people.
The ROC represents 27 per cent of parkland available to residents and the report
recommends that as Georgina’s population
grows that parkland inventories keep pace
and maintain a service level of 2.25 hectares per 1000 residents.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
On Saturday, January 25 at
7:00 pm the Virginia
United Church presents
David and Sue Newberry,
locally grown singer-songwriting duo. Admission is
$10.
Official Plan Review Open
House for the hamlets of
Virginia, Baldwin and Belhaven at the Egypt Community Hall on Mon. Jan. 27
from 7:00—9:00 pm.
The Beaverton Winter
Carnival will be hosted by
the Beaverton Lions on Sat.
Feb. 1. Fun for all!
The 5th Annual Haircut
for Hospice will take place
at Allure Hair Creations in
Keswick on Sunday, Feb. 2
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Get your hair washed, cut
and styled for $20.
Get set Georgina—for the
Annual SnoFest celebrations at the ROC and the
Georgina Pioneer Village on
Sat. Feb 8 from 10:00 am to
3:00 pm. It is a frosty good

time for everyone!

Orchard Beach Bar & Grill
on Lake Dr. in Keswick.

Free Community Dinner at
Cedardale Church in Peffer- Better get ready to register!
law on Wed. Feb. 5 at 6:00 Perchin’ for MS will roll
pm. All welcome.
out on Mar. 1at Sibbald Pt.
Provincial Park. Call (289)
The Lake Simcoe Public
231-2132 for details.
School in Keswick is hosting its Winter Festival on Are you Georgina’s FunniSat. February 8. Pancake
est Person? Call (905) 476breakfast starts at 7:30 am. 0193 to register for the FunFun for the whole family
niest Person Contest and to
with indoor and outdoor
get the details.
activities.
IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR
YOU? CALL OVEREATERS
Come on out and help the
Egypt Community celebrate ANONYMOUS. (705) 437the official opening of the 1928 OR (705) 437-1307—
Tues & Thurs 7:30 pm —
new hall on Sun. Feb. 9
from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Rib- Salvation Army Youth Centre—20898 Dalton Rd. Sutbon cutting at 2:00 pm.
ton—Across from No-Frills.
Bridges is an 8 week grief
education and support proFOR SALE
gram at Hospice Georgina
starting Sundays, Feb 16
Brand new snow tires (4)
from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. Call off Colorado pick up.
(905) 722-9333 to register. 265/75/15….$100 each.
Plan to participate/attend the
Brand new truck tires (4)
Vintage Snowmobile Show
235/85/16….$125 each.
on Sat. February 15 from
10:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Call (905) 252-4119

