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Georgina’s Recreational Outdoor Campus opens—at long last
Nearly 100 well-wishers, dignitaries and
community leaders were in a jubilant
mood on Tuesday evening, January 17
when Mayor Rob Grossi and politicians at
the federal and provincial level cut the
ribbon to officially open the long-awaited
Recreational Outdoor Campus (ROC) at
the Civic Centre.
In a statement by federal MP Peter Van
Loan at the event, he credited Mayor Rob
Grossi for his vision. “This is a tremendous facility and unlike any I have seen in
York Region and unlike any other in Ontario”, he said.
Mr. Van Loan said it was rare for a person
in political life to be able to point to a legacy after he steps away from serving the
public. “People who do those sorts of
things usually have their share of slings
and arrows at the beginning of a project,
and I think this day is for the man who had
that kind of vision...and the staff who
worked under his direction and operations
of council who saw it through. This is now
something I think will be a real cornerstone, not just for Georgina but York Region and Ontario.”
Mayor Rob Grossi took the audience
through the eight-year long ROC process,
from the beginning when he brought an
idea for a toboggan hill to council as a solution for where to put tons of fill from a

town-sponsored sewer project to the
Town’s applications for provincial and
federal funding through to the design and
building of the ROC.
“So yes, I will take credit for a small portion of an idea that has been debated and
scrutinized to death,” he said.
After the speeches, Mayor Rob Grossi, MP
Peter Van Loan and Liberal MPP Dr. Helena Jaczek cut the ribbon to officially
open the facility amid a fanfare of applause, fireworks and the lighting of the
hill.

Although a public opening for the ROC
took place on Friday, January 20 which
earned feature spots on City TV’s Breakfast Television (see page 11 for photos and
story), Councillor Dave Szollosy took the
opportunity on Tuesday evening to ensure
his footsteps were the first to appear down
the hill.
“I did as I said I would—hiked up the hill
in my ski-boots and laid first-ever tracks
down the face of the ROC hill.”
(See photo coverage of both opening
events on page 11..)

Taxpayers to foot legal bills in defamation lawsuit
In an unprecedented move, the council for
the Town of Georgina has enacted a bylaw that will allow the legal fees for the
defamation lawsuit brought against the
former Director of Leisure Services by
Mayor Rob Grossi to be paid for by taxpayers.
According to By-Law No. 2011-0121
passed by council on November 21, 2011,
defamation legal costs for members of
town council are normally covered under
the town’s Comprehensive General Liability Policy when a member of council faces
an action brought against them. The new
by-law was required in this case due to the
fact that the defamation lawsuit was initi-

ated by Mayor Grossi, an action for which
the current policy does not provide.
The new by-law will provide financial
protection for Mayor Grossi against possible loss, damage or liability for “all reasonable legal expenses” including costs
awarded if the action is dismissed.
Should Mr. Grossi receive an offer to settle the case out of court, the by-law stipulates it must be brought before council for
their consideration. In the event the Mayor
receives a judgment or accepts an offer of
settlement in his favour, he will reimburse
the town for any expenses previously paid
from the proceeds.

Looking to Upsize?
Well, here is a brand new listing to come and
see! 4 bedrooms...ALL above grade. 3 bathrooms, large open eat-in kitchen,
full finished basement.
2 car garage and extra wide lot.
Just a few steps to the lake.
Listed at $249,900.00
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
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More musings,,,
So, council had to pass a bylaw to cover the cost of Mayor
Grossi’s legal bills in the defamation suit he has launched
against John McLean.
It seems that the insurance
policy the town has for such
matters only applies when
members of council have a suit
launched against them and not
vice-versa.
Now, I have a few questions
about this suit and the manner
in which the legal fees are being paid.
First of all, if this is a personal
matter between Mayor Rob
Grossi and John McLean (and
my reading of the Statement of
Claim suggests that it is), then
why are the taxpayers for
Georgina on the hook for Mr.
Grossi’s legal bills?
I would understand it if the
Town was suing Mr. McLean,
but it appears that is not the
case.
Second question...is this a
good use of public funds?
Leaving this case aside for a
moment, I want to get up on
my soap box and talk generically about how intimidating it
could be when a public figure
launches a legal suit against a
private individual who disagrees with a process, a deliberation or a decision.
I can sometimes provide a
stinging rebuke of decisions
made by legislators in my editorials and according to Canadian law, if my comments are
on matters of public interest
based on fact and not made
with malice, I have every right
to speak out. It is known as
“fair comment”.
We live in a democracy and
people have died to ensure that
we, the people, have a say. We
should not be deterred from
speaking out on matters of
public interest by fear of being
sued. “Fair comment is one of
the essential elements which
go to make up our freedom of
speech.” (The Law and the
Press in Canada).
We live in a very litigious so-

ciety and I certainly don’t condone malicious slander or inaccurate reporting. But I do support an individual’s right to
speak out when they disagree
with elected officials. And, in
my opinion, it is not a fair use
of public funds to sue people
from speaking freely on matters of public interest—
provided their comments are
based on fact and not malicious.
Would I be intimidated by a
law suit paid for by public
funds? You bet I would.
Would I stop speaking out on
issues I disagree with because
of it…? You bet I won’t.
In fact, I rather like this quote:
“There comes a time when one
must take a position that is
neither safe, popular or political, but because it is
right.” (Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.)
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Mayor and McLean speak out on
defamation law suit
Mayor Rob Grossi says he was
left with no choice but to commence legal action against John
McLean when Mr. McLean
failed to respond to a letter
requesting an apology and a
retraction for statements made
in two Letters to the Editor
published in two separate local
newspapers last year.
“Because Members of Council
and I feel strongly that it was
wrong for Mr. McLean to make
false statements about the activities of Council and I in relation to the ROC project, a letter
was delivered to Mr. McLean
on October 19, 2011 notifying
Mr. McLean that the statements made were defamatory
and requesting an apology and
a retraction. Mr. McLean did
not respond to the letter which
left me with no choice but to
commence legal action against
him in order to protect my
good name,” Mayor Grossi
said in a statement released to
the media last week.
Mr. Grossi said he recognizes
the importance of free political
expression including the right
to criticize elected officials.
“However, a fair balance must
be maintained to ensure that
Council members are protected
against potentially defamatory
statements, that if left unchallenged will undermine public
confidence in municipal government or compromise a
Council Member’s ability to
effectively carry out his or her
duties,” he said.
Mr. Grossi says it was for this
reason that Council passed a
By-Law to indemnify him for
reasonable legal costs incurred
in the lawsuit against Mr.
McLean.
The legal argument between
the two stems from statements
made by Mr. McLean in a Letter to the Editor published in
the Pefferlaw Post on September 24 and another published in
the Georgina Advocate on Sep-

tember 15. (See the January 10,
2012 issue of the Pefferlaw
Post.)
In an interview with Mr.
McLean he made it clear that
his lawyer has filed a notice of
intent to defend the action and
is gathering information for his
defence.
“My defence is the truth—that
is what it is as I see it,” he said.
“It was not my intent to libel or
slander anyone. I was merely
expressing an educated opinion
having been in the position I
was in. And it was an opinion.
It was not intended to malign
council or anyone. It was intended to tell the truth as I saw
it.”
He added “The biggest reason
that I wrote the letters was because I was acting like a
mother bear when my past staff
were being attacked and
blamed for all the problems
with respect to the ROC. And I
was not going to stand for
that.”
When asked about council’s
decision to pass a by-law to use
tax dollars to pay for Mr.
Grossi’s legal bills, Mr.
McLean said, “I think it is horrible that they would use the
deep pockets of the municipality to sue a past employee who
is on disability,” he said adding, “It is very rare that any
council would have supported
that.”
On-line comments to-date with
respect to the lawsuit clearly do
not support using tax dollars to
cover Mr. Grossi’s legal costs
and Mr. McLean says he is
concerned that this “precedent”
may create fear in the minds of
citizens who would otherwise
want to speak out.
“The whole action creates an
atmosphere of fear in the public to make them think twice
about writing letters they
would otherwise like to write
to express opinions. And that is
scary.”

Happy New Year!
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Tennyson Tidbits
The Leisure Services department at the Town of Georgina is being restructured
and as a result Robin
McDougall will head up the
recreation and culture division as Director and Dan
Pisani will take on the responsibilities for facilities
and operations as a Director.
Congratulations to both of
you!

Get well soon wishes go out
to Joan Schell who is
probably fed up with hospitals, medications and doctors by now. Glad to have
you back home, Joan!

This is a Save the Date notice for all of you who want
to wish Dalt Mercer a
Happy 80th Birthday. Family, friends and former students are all invited to help
Dalt celebrate at the Egypt
Hall from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
on Sunday, February 19.

There is a little girl who is
celebrating her sixth birthday and her Grandma and
Poppa would like to wish
Ashtyn Richards a very
Happy Birthday on January
23.

I hear, too, that Helen
Shearer celebrated her 92nd
birthday on January 14.
Love from all your friends
and family, Helen!

After 24 years service, Rita
Gagnon at Pro Hardware in
And, I would be remiss if I Pefferlaw is bidding her
customers adieu. She isn’t
didn’t wish Ted Petkoff,
Georgina’s ageless centenar- sure what is in store for her
ian a very Happy 108 years down the line but she wants
young! Cheers to you, Ted! to say “Thank you” to all.
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Letter to the Editor
According to Harold Lenters,
Director of Planning for the
Town of Georgina, there is
nothing stopping Metrus from
moving forward with its 1984
approved plan for a 1,073 home
trailer park (double wide mobile home) development in the
North Gwillimbury Forest
(“Environmentalists opposed to
development in North Gwillimbury forest area” — January
10th). Fortunately, Mr. Lenters
is wrong.
While Metrus has inherited
Planning Act approvals for the
mobile home development, it
still does not have the Section
28 permits, pursuant to the
Conservation Authorities Act,
which it needs in order to proceed with this project. Furthermore, the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority can
refuse to grant Metrus these
permits since the proposed site
for its Maple Leaf Estates development has been designated
as a provincially significant
wetland by the Ministry of
Natural Resources.
It should also be made clear

that Metrus does not want to
proceed with the low-profit
mobile home development that
the Town approved 28 years
ago. But Metrus cannot simply
push through its significantly
revised 2012 plan without new
approvals from the Town of
Georgina, the Region of York
and the Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority.
The Town, the Region and the
Conservation Authority should
work together to stop the proposed new Maple Leaf Estates
development and save the
North Gwillimbury Forest—
one of the ten largest forests in
the Lake Simcoe watershed.
Our local political leaders must
respect the Province of Ontario’s Lake Simcoe Protection
Plan which calls for protecting
wetlands and increasing—not
decreasing—forest cover in the
watershed when dealing with
this issue.
Sincerely
Jack Gibbons,
Chair, North Gwillimbury
Forest Alliance

McIntyre back on home turf
AHL affiliate, Albany, in his
The Pefferlaw Post has been
first pro season before being
following hometown boy
acquired by the MinDavid McIntyre
nesota Wild in June
and his professional
2011.
hockey aspirations
Today, with his first
since he played for
NHL assist and goal
the Newmarket
behind him when he
Hurricanes in 2005.
scored against the St.
We followed him to
Louis Blues on Saturschool at Colgate
day, January 14,
where he distinDavid was in home
guished himself as
territory on Thursa first-rate forward
day, January 19 when
for the Colgate
Hometown boy
he dressed to comRaiders for four
pete against the Toyears while picking David McIntyre.
ronto Maple Leafs.
up a degree there.
The Leafs beat the Wild 4-1
He was drafted to the Dallas
but in spite of the loss, fans
Stars in the 2006 NHL draft,
found themselves cheering on
traded to the Ducks and acour local celeb.
quired by the Devils in 2008.
Upon finishing school in 2010, Good luck, David and we’ll be
watching.
David played for the Devils’

Players bring game home

Photo L to R. Conor Smart, Kyle Challis and Ryan Dol are
Georgina residents playing Triple A hockey in Newmarket.
Three Georgina Pee-Wee hockey players with the York Simcoe Express were happy to be playing before a home crowd
on Sunday, January 22 when their Newmarket-based team
took on the Ajax Pickering Raiders at the Sutton Arena.
Traditionally the Triple A team hosts their home games in
Newmarket, but because three team members and three of
their coaches are Georgina residents, it was decided to bring
the game to Sutton. Jericho Youth Services hosted the game
and collected over 100 lbs of food for the Sutton Food Panty.
The York Simcoe Express defeated the Raiders 3-1.
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Fire crews battle three structure fires within three days
Last week was a busy week for Georgina’s
Fire Department as crews responded to
three working fires.
At 10:00 am on Sunday, January 15 they
were called to 926 Lake Dr. E. in Jackson’s Point when black smoke and flames
were visible from the rear of the building.
Originating in a second floor apartment,
the fire fighters were able to contain the
fire from spreading to neighbouring structures within this historic area of Jackson’s
Point.

The apartment did have working smoke
alarms which alerted the occupants to the
fire and allowed them to escape without
harm and the residents affected were provided assistance from the Red Cross.
Two days later on January 17 at 3:40 p.m.,
crews rushed to a residential structure fire
at 81 De La Salle Blvd. in Jackson’s Point
where they encountered a single storey
residence with smoke showing from all
roof vents. No one was home at the time of
the fire. However, a working smoke alarm

was still going off as crews arrived.
While tending to this incident, they were
called to 247 Woodycrest Ave. in Keswick
to extinguish a shed and garage fire.
“It is very unfortunate that these three fires
have occurred. However, I’m pleased to
say in each circumstance, working smoke
alarms were present in the residence,” said
Deputy Chief Steve Richardson. He reminds residents that working smoke alarms
are required on every storey of the home
and outside all sleeping areas.

Kinettes reach out for new members

Photo by Margaret Jordan

The Sutton Kinettes hosted a
“Meet and Greet” information
night on January 18 at the Kin
Hall to provide interested residents an opportunity to learn
more about the organization.
According to Kinette Margaret
Jordan, the evening was well
attended and participants were
provided with a detailed overview of the organization’s activities since it was established
in 1959.
“During the evening it was

obvious that joining the Kinettes is an opportunity to meet
and network with other
women, not only from Sutton,
but Keswick, Pefferlaw and
many places in between”, she
said.
Meetings are held once a
month and “are a chance to
plan events and activities all
while socializing at a local
restaurant over a delicious
meal,” Ms. Jordan says.
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Chamber members elect new Board of Directors

The 2012 newly elected executive and
directors for the Georgina Chamber of
Commerce were installed at its Annual
General Meeting at the Briars Resort on
Wednesday, January 17.
The 300-member strong association
elected the following members to lead the
organization throughout 2012:
(Front Row L to R) Robin Smith—Chair;
Amanda Stewart—Director; Amber
Webb—Director; Shannon Reddom—
Director; Margo Bonnallie—Director, Liz
Webb—Director, Jane Morson—

GAC features Norman
Knott collection

(Above) Dalt Mercer (right) discusses
his passion for collecting Norman Knott
art work (a Curve Lake aboriginal artist
who passed away in 2003) with Kerry
Freek (left), as she delves into Mr.
Knott’s life for material for a book.
The Norman Knott collection kicked off
with a reception at the Georgina Art
Centre on Sunday, January 22 and runs
until February 5.
The collection includes 27 paintings, 12
of which are owned by Mr. Mercer, and
15 aboriginal artifacts, also owned by
Mr. Mercer. He began collecting Mr.
Knott’s work in 1992.

Director.
(Back Row L to R) Rod Hiscock—Vice
Chair; Dave Williams—Director; Al Fenton—Past Chair; Dan Fellini—Director;
Jim Beechey—Director; Greg Park—
Director; Terri Hall—Director; Mike
Mendonca—Director; Jason Laidler—
Secretary/Treasurer.
Guest speaker Mayor Rob Grossi encouraged the audience to be the “best they can
be” to maintain a competitive edge in a
business environment that will see new
businesses and economic growth.
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GAME ON...Anglers finally drop
their lines for 2012 season
After a very late start to the
ice-fishing season, Lake
Simcoe anglers were happy
to take advantage of several
sub-zero freezing days that
were strung together to
finally make some ice safe
enough to fish on.
Huts appeared like magic
last weekend within a mile
of shore at Virginia Beach
which reportedly has about
10 inches of ice.
Jerry Kucharchuk at Pefferlaw Fish Huts on Holmes
Point says his huts are
about one mile out from
shore for perch fishing with
at least 10 inches of ice.
Taj at Casey’s in Port Bolster reports about 10 inches
of ice about one and a half
miles from shore where his
customers are catching
their limit of perch.
“Everyone is very happy,”

he says.
Paul Giles at Paul’s Fish
Huts in Port Bolster has
been out for a week on 10
inches of ice about 3/4
miles off-shore at Port Bolster. “We’re catching
perch, we’ve seen lots of
herring and have had the
odd white fish on,” Paul
says. But with predictions
for more above freezing
temperatures this week, he
says he isn’t venturing out
any further until freezing
temperatures become the
norm.
Bill Viveen at Floyd Hales
Fish Huts in Beaverton is
approximately one to oneand-a-half miles out between Thorah Island and
Beaverton where anglers
are catching perch on eight
inches of ice, he says. He’s
been out for a week.

MGPS students finalists in poetry contest

Smiles all around for two Morning Glory Public School grade
eight students whose “colourful”
poetry submissions in a national
Young Writers contest have
been selected to be published in
a Book of Verse due out in May.
Erin Beach, 13, (left) and
Kendra Firmage, 13, (right) pose
with teacher Sarah Symes
(centre) after receiving word
that their poetry submissions are

on the list of finalists in a contest sponsored by the Poetry
Institute of Canada.
The grade eight class was instructed to compose a poem and
use descriptive and figurative
language to describe a colour of
their choice. Erin chose the colour “blue” and Kendra decided
on “orange”.
Winners of the contest will be
announced later this year.
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Town wants input from residents
for communications study
For those of you wanting to
stay up-to-date with the goings
on at the Civic Centre, now is
your chance to tell the town
how they can communicate
more effectively and efficiently with you.
In an effort to improve external
and internal communications,
the Town of Georgina has
hired a consultant to provide
feedback and recommendations that will not only improve internal communications, but get their messages
out to their key audiences—
namely you.
The MacMillan Marketing
Group in Guelph, Ontario has
been contracted by the town to
investigate current communications processes at the town
and make recommendations on
how they can be improved.
As part of the communications

audit, MacMillan Marketing is
polling Georgina residents to
find out how they want to receive information from the
Town. The electronic communications questionnaire can be
found at: http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/
TownofGeorgina or on the
Town’s website at:
www.townofgeorgina.ca
To date, feedback from residents in Ward 5 has fallen behind the pace of other Georgina communities and the town
is eager to ensure they receive
a representative sample across
the entire region. For residents
in Ward 5, hard copies of the
questionnaire can also be
found at the Pefferlaw Community Centre, Wild Wing, the
Library, the Udora General
Store and the Pefferlaw Post
Office.

 Life Insurance
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Feds pony up $1.9 million for ED
“The Government of Canada
believes that people in our
community are best positioned
to identify their own economic
growth and business development priorities,” Mr. Van Loan
said when announcing the renewed investment through the
South Lake Community Futures Development Corporation.
“I am proud today to announce
that our government is moving
forward with its commitment
to create jobs and economic
growth here in Georgina, East
MP Peter Van Loan was on
hand at the South Lake Com- Gwillimbury and Brock,” he
said.
munity Futures Development
Mr. Van Loan stated the
Corporation in Keswick recently to announce an invest- $1.916 million commitment
ment of $1.916 million to sup- over three years will build on
the strengths of the regional
port local businesses through
economic development and job economy and create jobs and
new opportunities.
creation.

Pefferlaw Lions off and running

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

After more than
55 years of
community service, the Pefferlaw and District
Lions Club is
beefing things
up with a host
of new members. Past President Max
Bulmer reports
that 13 new
members have
been inducted
into the club in
the past 18
months.
In the top photo,
three new members join the
team and pose
with (Back Row
L to R): Don Philp, Sherry
Davidson, Ants Sulve (new
member) Arnie Hall (new
member), Lloyd Clifton. (Front
Row L to R): Carol Hall (new
member) and Cheryl Bahen.
The club also continues to
raise money to support sports

clubs, bursaries and many
more worthy causes. In the
bottom photo (left to right)
Lion Cheryl Bahen presents a
$450 cheque to Karen Burns of
the Lake Simcoe Soccer Club
whose members will fly the
Lions colours this year.
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ROC on Georgina...
Hundreds got up early and braved the minus 13 degree weather at 5:30 a.m. on Friday, January 20 to be part of the public
opening of Georgina’s newest recreational
icon—the ROC. And, while a technical
glitch meant the moving sidewalk tow lift
was not operational on the big day, many
made the trek to the top of the hill anyway
to try out snowboards, skiis and ROC
tubes.
The opening was filmed live by the Breakfast Television crew from City TV and
early risers were given free promotional
items and a coupon entitling them to
two “free” tow tickets during this season.
(Bottom Photo L to R) Dr. Helena Jaczek, a Liberal MPP, Mayor Rob Grossi
and Conservative MP Peter Van Loan
cut the ribbon to open the ROC on January 18 prior to the public opening.

(Right Photo) ROC staff member
James Doggart hands Terrileigh
Rennie a free lift ticket and coupon
for her next visit to the ROC.
(Middle Photo) A City TV camera
crew member films Frank Ferragine
(left) and Jennifer Valentyne (right)
from Breakfast Television at the bottom of the hill on opening morning.
(Bottom Photo) Olivia Poste (left)
and her friend Madison Watson
(right) hold up signs they hope will
get them a chance to be on TV—
which they eventually did.

EXPERIENCED “IN-HOME”
PHYSIOTHERAPY
AVAILABLE!
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Coming Events & Announcements
The Georgina Trades and Training Inc.
(GTTI) on Baseline Rd. in Sutton is hosting a
Child Development Practitioner (formerly
E.C.E.) Information Night on Wednesday,
January 25 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Please call
(905) 722-6300 to register.
Cedardale Church of the Nazarene in Pefferlaw will hold a free community dinner on
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:00 p.m. followed
by the movie “Courageous”. Everyone is
welcome. For more information please call
(705) 437-2170.
The North York Chapter of MS is hosting a
Family Fun Day for families living with or
affected by MS. It will be held on Saturday,
February 4 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the MS
office located at 17665 Leslie St. Unit 7,
Newmarket. For more information contact
(905) 830-4950 or email: shirleymsyorknorth@hotmail.ca

APARTMENT FOR RENT
89 High St. Sutton with balcony and laundry.
Non-smoking, no pets. Call (905) 722-3640.

required. For information call (705) 4373939.
The Pefferlaw Ice Pad Committee is looking to add a youth hockey time to the Saturday schedule from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
and needs adult volunteers. Call Joanne at
(705) 437-1080.
Bridges—the Grief Education and Support
Group for Adults offered by Hospice Georgina begins Sunday, February 12 from 1:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and runs until April 1. No
charge but register in advance at (905) 7229333.

FREE — Upright antique piano. Ivory keys.
Moving and unable to take it. You move.
Call (705) 437-4610.
FOR SALE
Solid oak dining room suite. Six chairs (2
captain). 2 leaves (one at each end), buffet
and hutch. Dining room table is 42 inches by
93.5 inches with both leaves. Asking $500.
Call (705) 437-4610.

The Third Annual Hair Cut for Hospice
will be held at Allure Hair Creations at 299
The Queensway S. in Keswick on Sunday,
February 5 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. All
proceeds will be donated to Hospice Georgina. Call for your appointment at (905) 4763146.
Georgina’s Annual Family Sno-Fest will be
held at De La Salle Park on Saturday, February 11, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Free food, activities, games and prizes.
Virginia United Church is hosting a choral
concert on Sunday, February 19 at 6:00 p.m.
by CHAVERIM Youth Choir. No tickets

Sno-Fest

