
The Pefferlaw Ice Pad is now officially 
open. Many community residents came out 
on Saturday, January 16 to join the cele-
bration as dignitaries and Pefferlaw Ice 
Pad Committee members cut the ribbon to 
officially open the rink.  
The opening ceremonies also included a 
presentation of a $10,000 cheque by Hydro 
One to the Town of Georgina. The Hydro 
One PowerPlay grant offsets the cost of the 
new lighting system.  
The 80 x 180 ft. open air facility took three 
years to build at a cost of over $1 million. 
It is supported by a refrigeration plant 
housing an ice resurfacer, storage room 
refrigeration room and mechanical room. 
Ammonia is used in the refrigeration plant, 
which is said to be notably less expensive 
and more environmentally friendly than 
Freon.    
Town of Georgina arena staff visit the site 
daily to perform resurfacing operations and 
ice plant inspections for a total of 24 hours 
per week. All other work and maintenance 
is provided through the Pefferlaw Ice Pad 
Committee volunteers.  
Generally, the ice surface is flooded two to 
three times daily requiring 80 to 90 gallons 
of heated water.  
It is estimated that over $65,000 worth of 
labour and materials was donated by local 
businesses and volunteers.  
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Town comes out to celebrate official opening of Pefferlaw ice pad  

Members of the Pefferlaw Ice Pad Committee, volunteers, town staff and elected offi-
cials from all three levels of government assisted Dave Harding, Chair of the PIP 
Construction Committee as he cut the ribbon to officially open the new facility.  

Ice Pad Hours:  8:00 am — 10:00 am………………...Parents/Tots  
  10:00 am — 12:00 noon…………….Public Skating  
  12:00 noon — 2:00 pm………………Senior Skating 
  2:00 pm — 3:00 pm…………………..Public Skating  
  3:00 pm — 6:00 pm…………………..Hockey  
  6:00 pm — 8:00 pm…………………..Public Skating  
  8:00 pm — 10:00 pm…………………Hockey   
*Scheduled activities take precedent over non-scheduled activities.   
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It is one of those things that 
make you wanna go hmmmm?  
Both the provincial and federal 
governments have announced a 
major cabinet shuffle, basically  
moving ministers around the 
house like game pieces on a 
chessboard.  
And I don’t understand why.  
To my way of thinking, when a 
government comes into power 
and appoints a minister to han-
dle a certain portfolio, I expect 
the decisions made are based 
upon the individual’s experi-
ence and knowledge.  
For instance, a teacher might 
be a logical choice for Minister 
of Education, or a former CEO 
of a manufacturing plant might 
be a good candidate for Minis-
ter of Industry and Trade.  
But even if the individual has 
no specific expertise for a cer-
tain portfolio, one would think 
given an appropriate amount of 
time to get up to speed, the 
qualities they demonstrated to 
get themselves elected would 
give them the qualities they 
need to fill the post.  
I am assuming that just like 
any new job, it takes a reason-
able amount of time to learn 
the ropes and the real pay-off 
in efficiency and progress 
comes after the learning curve.  
Now take Peter Van Loan for 
instance. I am sure he is a 
quick study, in fact he better be 
because he has just been 
handed his fourth portfolio in 
as many years.  
In the private sector, a person 
who has had four jobs in four 
years is almost unemployable 
and they run the risk of being a 
jack of all trades and master of 
none.  
I have to ask. “Is this a good 
way to run a government?” 
Why not let these guys stay 
with their appointments long 
enough to start making some 
informed decisions? It seems 
they no sooner get to know 
their way around one ministry 
and boom, they have to start 
the learning process all over 
again.  

Perhaps these frequent portfo-
lio shuffles are partly to blame 
when governments get mired 
down in controversy and crisis 
and why so many ministers 
plead ignorance when political 
scandals erupt.  
Maybe if they were given the 
chance to really get to know 
the issues, the challenges and 
the credible options available 
to them instead of relying on 
briefing notes and staff reports, 
they would catch mistakes 
before they were made.  
I realize the resignation of the 
Minister of Veteran’s Affairs 
gave Mr. Harper pause to fill 
the position, but hey, I am sure 
there was some back bencher 
there who was just dying for a 
chance to move into his cabi-
net.  
Who knows? Maybe the whole 
thing really is just a game of 
chess.  
Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
 
  

Why do they do that?  
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Grossi will seek another term as  
mayor of Georgina  

Mayor Rob Grossi has an-
nounced that he will seek re-
election as Mayor for the Town 
of Georgina in the municipal 
elections this fall. If his bid is 
successful, it will be his fifth 
term as mayor.  
Mr. Grossi, 56, has been in the 
mayor’s office for 13 years 
prior to spending three years as 
a councillor. He said he is 
seeking re-election to build 
upon the plans his administra-
tion has put in place.  
“The next four years are ex-
tremely important,” he said. “I 
believe that my experience and 
knowledge will continue to be 
a benefit to the Town of Geor-
gina as we put the pieces of 
infrastructure together that are 
necessary for our future.”  
Mr. Grossi is the third member 
of the current council to ex-
press an intention to run in the 
next election. Brad Smockum, 
councilor for Ward 5 and Dave 

Szollosy, councilor for Ward 3 
were first out of the gate last 
week. Mr. Szollosy will be 
asking voters to elect him for a 
third straight term as is Mr. 
Smockum.  
The Pefferlaw Post contacted 
Mr. Peter Juras to inquire if he 
planned to throw his hat in the 
ring for mayor again and he 
responded by saying he would 
announce his intentions at the 
Civic Centre on February 3.  
The fact that he had a family 
float in the Sutton parade at 
Christmas time, provides a 
very strong indication that his 
name too, will be on the ballot 
again this election.  
Another possible contender for 
the mayor’s position, whose 
name has been tossed around, 
is former mayor John Rogers. 
When asked by the Pefferlaw 
Post, Mr. Roger said he had not 
made any decisions on the mat-
ter.  
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Georgina businesses to participate 
in economic development study 

As part of the Town of Geor-
gina’s economic strategy, staff 
will conduct a survey that will 
help identify what action plans 
will need to be developed to 
promote job growth and busi-
ness expansion.  
The survey is part of the Busi-
ness Retention and Expansion 
(BR+E) project that is being 
conducted in partnership with 
the Ontario Ministry of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural Affairs, 
South Lake Community Futures 
Development Corporation and 
the Georgina Chamber of Com-
merce.  
According to Karyn Stone, 
Economic Development Officer 
for the Town of Georgina, sur-
vey teams will begin making 
visits to Georgina business 
owners within the next few 
weeks.  
“While this process requires a 
commitment of time and en-
ergy, the investments of time 
and effort will be rewarded by 
the insights and directions 
gained,” Ms. Stone has said.  
Mayor Rob Grossi said the in-
formation gleaned from the 
questionnaire will help the 
Town of Georgina address the 
needs of business owners.  
“In a very short period of time, 
we’ll have a clear understand-
ing of the needs of our existing 
business community which will 
in turn help us to provide 
achievable action plans to ad-

dress these needs,” he said.  
The BR+E project is an eco-
nomic development tool devel-
oped by the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs that assists rural com-
munities to promote job growth 
and business expansion. It has 
been designed to improve com-
munication and community 
support, assist with the reten-
tion of businesses and jobs 
where there is a risk of closure, 
deliver a clear, achievable ac-
tion plan to address urgent busi-
ness issues and concerns, and 
identify priorities for strategic 
actions for local economic de-
velopment.  
Of the estimated 700 Georgina 
businesses, approximately 100 
will be asked to participate in 
the study. “If selected, you will 
be asked to meet with the pro-
ject coordinator or designate 
and complete a questionnaire,” 
said Mayor Grossi in a letter to 
business owners.  
Ms. Stone said the study will 
cost approximately $55,000 and 
a report identifying the findings 
should be made available by 
May of this year.  
Business owners who are not 
contacted by economic devel-
opment staff to participate in 
the study are able to make a 
request to be included by con-
tacting the Project Coordinator, 
Julie Geering at (905) 476-4301 
ext. 330.   

Remember when... 
Raise your hand if you re-
member the Port Bolster 
Speedway.  
According to Ron Scott of 
Port Bolster, the speedway 
was located on the south side 
of Concession 14 in the Brock 
Township, east of Highway 
48.  
“The property was owned by 
Tommy Chirnside and Gord 
Eades built the track,” Mr. 
Scott said. “It was a mile, dirt 

track with high banked cor-
ners.”  
Mr. Scott remembers many 
local drivers racing on the 
track in the 1960s namely 
Larry Tuck, Frank Graves and 
Bobby Long among others 
from Sutton and Fenelon 
Falls.  
The property is currently 
owned by Billy Chirnside and 
“the track is still there,” Mr. 
Scott said.  
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CBC’s ‘The Passionate Eye’ to broadcast local couple’s dramatic love story 
and their search to find the daughter given up for adoption 42 years ago 

(Editor’s Note: The Pefferlaw Post pub-
lished a two-part series—December 10, 
2007 and August 10, 2008—describing the 
dramatic tale of two teenage sweethearts 
in the 1960s who were forbidden to see 
each other after the birth and forced adop-
tion of their baby girl. They reunited 40 
years later at a high school reunion, mar-
ried and began a long and heartrending 
search for their daughter, known only to 
them as Melanie. A year later their search 
ended when they were able to embrace 
their daughter for the first time in June 
2008. Now the couple and others like them 
are the subjects of a CBC produced docu-
mentary entitled “The 40 Year Secret” to 
be aired on The Passionate Eye on Janu-
ary 25 at 10:00 p.m. and repeated on 
January 26 at 1:00 a.m.)  
 
Everybody loves a happy ending...and no 
one more so than Sutton residents, Linda 
Dawe and her husband Ray Cave. Their 
dramatic love story and the secret they 
kept hidden for more than 40 years has 
captured the imagination of Dundas Pro-
ductions Inc. and CBC producers who will 
unveil a documentary entitled “The 40 
Year Secret” on national TV later this 
month.  
The production captures the pain and an-
guish of a generation of women who were 
forced to give up babies conceived out of 
wedlock in the 1960s—an era of free love 
that was stigmatized by 1950s values held 
by their parents.  
Although Linda and Ray’s search for their 
daughter ended in a happy reunion in 
2008, many other unwed 1960s parents 
continue to search for that missing piece in 
their lives.  
Ray and Linda’s story has been told in a 
book they published last year entitled “My 
First True Love”, but according to Linda, 
the television production of “The 40 Year 
Secret” is an important story that also 
needs to be told.  
“We were treated like sluts and sinners and 
we were society’s solution to solving two 
problems at once—the problem of unwed 
mothers and infertility,” she said.  
The television documentary exposes the 
pain young women of the 1960s still feel 
today about being forced to give up their 
babies.  
Members of a support group called the 
Canadian Council of Natural Mothers de-

scribe the hurt and humiliation they felt at 
the hands of uncompassionate caregivers 
while waiting to give birth alone in homes 
for unwed mothers.  
Most say they were coerced into putting 
their babies up for adoption and were 
given no other alternatives to consider.  
“They told us we weren’t worthy,” says 
Linda Dawe.  “They grabbed our babies 
and took them away from us and told us 
we would forget. But mothers don’t for-
get.”  
Although Linda Dawe 
and Ray Cave are the 
vehicles used by the 
producers to the tell 
this story, the couple 
cautions birth parents 
and adoptees of the 
consequences of 
opening a Pandora’s 
box full of 40 year 
secrets.  
“Once you go looking 
for Pandora’s box and 
open it, there will be 
people that aren’t 
going to like it,” Ray 
Cave says. “And, 
once it’s opened, you 
can never keep it 
shut.” 
In their case, reuniting 
with their birth daugh-
ter was complicated 
by the fact that she 
had never been told 
she was adopted.  
“One child getting 
adopted affects doz-
ens of people,” Ray 
said, “and when the 

secret is out it 
puts a lot of stress 
on the families.” 
“The 40 Year 
Secret” documen-
tary is a reminder 
of the price many 
young people 
paid in the 1960s 
for free love but 
the couple says it 
is also a story of 
hope. 
“Ray and I paid 
the ultimate 

price,” says Linda. “We paid for 40 years 
until we finally found each other and found 
our daughter. I hope the message goes out 
to adoptees and birth mothers to give them 
hope and the belief that they can search for 
their children and their secret doesn’t have 
to be buried forever.”  
“The 40 Year Secret” will be televised on 
CBC’s the Passionate Eye on Monday, 
January 25 at 10:00 p.m. and repeated on 
January 26 at 1:00 a.m.  

The Passionate Eye presents a documentary on the price of free love 
in the 1960s with The 40 Year Secret. The story follows the dramatic 
tale of two Sutton residents who were united with their daughter 40 
years after she was put up for adoption.  
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Landowners workshop in Pefferlaw 

York Environmental Steward-
ship will be at the Pefferlaw 
Lions Community Centre on 
Wednesday, January 27 to 
show residents what they can 
do to identify environmental 
priorities on their property and 
create personal action plans to 
reduce their environmental 
footprint.  
The free, hands-on workshop 
runs from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. and will focus on how 
sustainable property manage-
ment practices can address 
environmental concerns such 
as stream bank erosion and 
faulty septic systems as well as 
which funding programs and 
services are available to sup-
port individual actions.  
The workshop is an activity of 
the new Lake Simcoe Commu-
nity Stewardship Program 
which links landowners to local 
services and opportunities.  
“Everyone can make a differ-
ence and help to protect our 
local environment,” says Brian 
Peterkin, York Environmental 
Stewardship coordinator. “The 
Lake Simcoe Community 
Stewardship Programs provides 
landowners with resources to 

help them achieve their envi-
ronmental goals.”  
The Lake Simcoe Community 
Stewardship Program is a part-
nership program led by the 
province of Ontario with fund-
ing from Environment Can-
ada’s Clean-Up Fund and is 
available to rural landowners 
and residents, hobby farmers 
and cottagers in the Lake Sim-
coe watershed.  Workshops are 
being hosted throughout the 
watershed by local Ontario 
stewardship councils and part-
ner organizations.  
One partner representative who 
will be on hand to answer ques-
tions related to stream restora-
tion projects is Andrea Hicks 
from the Community Stream 
Steward Program (CSSP). 
CSSP projects include fish 
habitat enhancement, shoreline 
planting, bank stabilization, 
stream clean-ups and monitor-
ing. To help build the capacity 
for individuals and communi-
ties to engage in stream stew-
ardship, the CSSP provides a 
variety of education and techni-
cal services including work-
shops, fact sheets, stream site 
visits and funding assistance.  

The Canada Post decision to 
convert hundreds of residents 
from personal mailbox delivery 
to community mail boxes was 
based on the results of a year-
long safety study. But some 
residents say the location of at 
least two community mail 
boxes is creating a safety haz-
ard instead of eliminating one.  
Georgina councilor for Ward 4, 
Ken Hackenbrook said Canada 
Post has erected a community 
mailbox on a curve on Smith 
Blvd. to accommodate 215 
residents who traditionally re-
ceived their mail at the Bald-
win General Store.  
“They took the mail out of the 
general store that had lots of 

parking and now 215 units are 
on a curve along the roadside 
on Smith Blvd.,” he said. “This 
could be very dangerous if 
someone is driving around the 
corner too fast.”  
The other “really dangerous” 
location of a community mail-
box is one that will be relo-
cated near Hadden Road on 
Hwy. 48 in Virginia. This will 
be the third time these mail 
boxes have been moved, Mr. 
Hackenbrook said.   
“I will be bringing these issues 
before council and I intend to 
speak with Peter Van Loan to 
see if something can be done 
about this,” Mr. Hackenbrook 
said.  

Changes in rural mail delivery still 
causing safety concerns 



Full-day kindergarten option in Georgina 
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Four Georgina public schools 
and one Catholic school have 
been chosen to accept enroll-
ment for full-time junior and 
senior kindergarten (JK and 
SK) students as the province 
begins to phase in its new early 
learning program (ELP) for 
four and five year-olds.  
Morning Glory Public School 
in Pefferlaw, Sutton Public 
School, Jersey Public and Lake-
side Public School in Keswick 
are four of 25 York Region 
public schools which will begin 
the full-time program in Sep-
tember 2010.  
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
School in Keswick will also 
offer the all-day, every-day 
program. St. Bernadette’s in 
Sutton was not chosen as an 
ELP school, however they are 
offering an all-day, every-day 
JK and SK program that will be 
funded through the York Catho-
lic District School Board.  
Its been reported the Liberal 
government will spend $200 
million this year and another 
$300 million in 2011 to hire 
extra teachers, early childhood 
educators and educational assis-
tants to accommodate an esti-
mated 35,000 province-wide 
junior and senior kindergarten 
students full-time. By the time 
the program is fully imple-
mented in 2015, it is expected 
to cost approximately $1.5 bil-
lion.  
Currently in Georgina, JK and 
SK students attend classes all-
day, every other day.  
The enrollment in school pro-
grams for children under the 
age of six is voluntary in On-
tario, but according to Ms. Rox-
anne Hibbard, principal for 
Morning Glory Public School, 
the new early learning program 
(ELP) for junior and senior 
kindergarten is a development 
that will provide these children 
with the social, emotional and 
academic skills they need to 
achieve a common level of 
learning readiness among first 
graders.  
“I think it is going to be a won-
derful opportunity for four and 

five year-olds to have a consis-
tent, every-day learning envi-
ronment,” Ms. Hibbard said. “It 
is going to be about learning, 
not just academically but so-
cially.”  
To accommodate the increase 
in workload and meet the Min-
istry of Education guidelines 
for the ELP, Morning Glory 
Public School is expecting to 
hire one new teacher and three 
early childhood educators 
(ECE) for the fall program.  
Currently, one teacher delivers 
a JK and SK program to a 
classroom of twenty children. 
Under the new model, 26 chil-
dren in one classroom will be 
supported by one teacher and 
one ECE. 
According to St. Bernadette’s 
principal, Dave Forrest, their 
all-day, every-day program will 
not be supported by an ECE but 
will instead, operate under the 
current cap in their negotiated 
union agreement.   
Registration for the upcoming 
school year starts February 1 
and runs until March 12. While 
Morning Glory could accom-
modate 100 children in their 
kindergarten program, histori-
cally only about 80 register.  
Additionally, each of the ELP 
public schools and St. Thomas 
Aquinas will offer extended day 
care, supported by an ECE, for 
students before and after 
school.  
Ms. Hibbard said Morning 
Glory will be offering this pro-
gram on a cost recovery basis, 
provided at least 15 students are 
registered for it. The cost will 
be approximately $30 per stu-
dent and care will be provided 
before school from 7:00 a.m. to 
8:00 a.m. and after school from 
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Because St. Bernadette’s in 
Sutton was not chosen as an 
ELP school, their all-day, 
every-day program will not 
offer before and after care.  
“But we are very fortunate to 
have the Kinark Sutton Child 
Care Centre located in the 
building,” said Mr. Forrest.  
 



Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

 STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Congratulations to the Peffer-
law Lions and Lioness Clubs 
for a wonderful Celebration of 
Life dedicated to Charlie Johns-
ton on Sunday, January 17. 
Many of those present wel-
comed the opportunity to remi-
nisce and tell their favourite 
“Charlie” story.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trish and Dave Myette of Pef-
ferlaw are pleased to announce 
the engagement of their son, 
Brian to Roni-Lee Broad, 
daughter of Debra and Ron 
Broad of Holland Landing.   
 

John Sondrup tells me that the 
company owned by the Sondrup 
family, Valhalla Travel will be 
moving their Pefferlaw office to 
their Keswick location at 131 
The Queensway South. Peffer-
law residents will still be able to 
get personal service though, by 
visiting the home office of Jens 
and Birgit Sondrup.  
 

We would like to wish Greta 
McEachren a speedy recovery  
who is home convalescing from 
a recent hip operation. Get well 
soon, Greta!  
 

Happy Birthday to Helen 
Shearer to turned 90 on January 
14. Congratulations Helen!  
 

Best wishes for a speedy recov-
ery go out to Susan Palmer who 
was recently hospitalized.  
 

Our sincere condolences are 
extended to the friends and fam-
ily of Al Sims on the loss of his 
mother on January 20.  
 

(Editor’s Note: The following 
story was submitted by Gavin 
White, 15, grandson of Bob 
Pollock Sr. and Doreen Pollock 
of Keswick.)  
“I would like to tell you a story 
about a great man who deeply 
impacted my life. George Lea-
pold Morris (Pollock) was born 
in Jamacia in 1915. In 1946, he 

decided to fly to Canada in or-
der to find work. At the same 
time, my grandpa, Bob Pollock, 
drove to the airport to find some 
workers who were supposed to 
be arriving from a Caribbean 
country. He was going to pick 
them up and bring them to work 
on the Pollock turnip farm. 
When my grandpa arrived the 
men he was supposed to pick-
up were nowhere to be found. 
But, he did see a confused look-
ing man in the airport. It was 
George, lost in a brand new 
country. My grandpa brought 
him home to Cameron Cr., Kes-
wick, Ontario. From 1956 on, 
George always stayed with the 
Pollocks and became a member 
of the family, earning the name 
Georgie. He was a saint around 
the house. He loved and cared 
for all six of Bob and Doreen’s 
children. After the passing of 
Bob Pollock in 1995, Georgie 
was there to drive my granny, 
Doreen Pollock around where 
ever she needed to go, even into 
his mid-eighties. My memories 
of Georgie include the beautiful 
furniture he would make even 
as a 90-year-old; his garden in 
the front yard that was filled 
with delicious vegetables; and 
how he loved a good game of 
Yatzee. He was unbelievably 
lucky with each roll of those 
five die (always in his favour). I 
remember we used to go to his 
summer-time birthday even 
though his birthday was in 
January, but he was always too 
excited to wait. Or, how every-
one would bring him a hot Tim 
Horton’s soup and a doughnut 
when they came to visit. But, by 
far my best memory of Georgie 
was the smile that was brought 
to his face every time someone 
came to say hi. That smile will 
remain in my heart for the rest 
of my life. Sadly, on Saturday, 
November 7, 2009, Georgie 
passed away at Southlake Hos-
pital. He will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him. I wrote 
this to bring back all the good 
times we shared with George 
Morris, but in our hearts he will 
always be George Pollock.  

Tennyson Tidbits 
Van Loan given International trade 
in cabinet shuffle  

In a recent cabinet shuffle 
involving 12 Conservatives, 
Prime Minister Harper has 
moved York Simcoe MP Peter 
Van Loan from Minister of 
Public Safety to Minister of 
International Trade. This is 
Mr. Van Loan’s fourth minis-
terial post in as many years.  
“I am very excited and very 

pleased. This is an area of 
great interest to me and it 
aligns very nicely with the 
government’s priorities on the 
economy as well,” Mr. Van 
Loan said.  
His responsibilities will in-
clude trade agreements such 
as NAFTA and trade promo-
tion.  



Several patrol offi-
cers from the York 
Regional Police at 3 
District in Sutton and 
three EMS paramed-
ics participated in a 
two-day ice rescue 
training course.  
The officers and 
paramedics were 
equipped with im-
mersion dry suits and  
a personal floatation 
device while recreat-
ing an ice rescue at 
Crates Marina on 
Wednesday, January 
20.  
According to Tom 
Saito, a member of the York Region 
Police Marine Unit, the officers partici-
pating in the ice rescue exercise are pa-
trol officers who have never worn ice 
rescue suits or used ice rescue equip-
ment before.  
“These officers are being introduced to 
ice rescue. As patrol officers they could 
be called out to assist us (the marine 

unit) on an actual rescue”, Saito said.  
The Marine Unit is comprised of eight 
individuals who are specialized in ice 
rescues and the department is undertak-
ing to ensure a targeted number of patrol 
officers have also been trained. These 
officers will carry the ice rescue equip-
ment in the patrol cars in the event an ice 
rescue is required while on patrol.  
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YRP officers receive ice rescue training  

YRP officer, Danielle Morrison is pulled from the water by 
fellow officers during a two-day training exercise.  

GTTI to host free Internet 
Awareness multi-day event 

Georgina Trades Training Inc. (GTTI) in 
partnership with South Shore Commu-
nity Broadband and the Georgina Public 
Library will be holding an internet 
awareness event focusing on business, 
education and healthcare.  
The free event will be held at the GTTI 
location on Baseline Rd. in Sutton for 
three days in March.  
The events will include keynote speak-
ers, workshops and hands-on worksta-
tions for participants to experience and 
gain an understanding of how the inter-
net works to access information and the 
benefits associated with internet commu-
nication.  
A session on Internet Education Aware-
ness will be held from 9:00 am to 12:00 
pm on March 11; Internet Business 
Awareness will be held from 9:00 am to 
12:00 pm on March 16; and Internet 
Healthcare Awareness will be available 
from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm on March 18. 
Pre-registration is appreciated by calling 
(905) 722-6300 or emailing info@gtti.ca 
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Orangeman memorabilia discovered 
in Pefferlaw attic 

Not all vets are created equal 

According to Karl Ellison, the 
second vice-president of the 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 375 in Richmond Hill,  
Veteran’s Affairs in Ottawa 
need to show a little more 
“respect and consideration” for 
veterans who “wait forever” 
for their claims to be proc-
essed.  
And, in an attempt to send a 
clear message to the new Min-
ister of Veteran’s Affairs, Jean 
Pierre Blackburn, Mr. Ellison 
has coordinated an information 
session which will provide 
details on what programs are 
available for veterans and how 
to access them.  
Mr. Ellison has invited Conser-
vative MP Peter Kent to a Ser-
vice Officer Seminar at Branch 
375 in Richmond Hill at 1:00 
p.m. on February 7, to listen to 
the difficulties many veterans 
experience when they are try-
ing to access programs.  

“The reason we are having this 
meeting is because of the con-
flict veterans are having trying 
to make claims before Vet-
eran’s Affairs and the contro-
versy they face and the ex-
treme disregard for their 
claims,” he said. “Generally 
speaking the delays that veter-
ans face and to me, the abuse 
they receive from Veteran’s 
Affairs is just not satisfactory.”  
Mr. Doug LaRochelle, the 
President of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch in Sutton 
said some of his members have 
experienced delays and his 
Branch will be represented at 
the meeting by the Branch 
Service Officer.  
“There are programs the veter-
ans can access but they don’t 
know about them and there is a 
lot of misinformation that 
causes problems,” said Mr. 
LaRochelle. “This meeting 
will help clear that up.”  

This photo illustrates 
items found in the 
attic of a home lo-
cated at 398 Peffer-
law Rd. and once 
owned by the Hines 
family.  
Linda Keogh and 
Mike Agosta, who 
now own the home 
said the items were 
found while doing 
some renovation 
work.  
The memorabilia 
includes pins, sashes 
and ribbons that once 
belonged to a mem-
ber of the Loyal Or-
der Lodge (LOL) 
number 571 in Udora. 
It is believed that the Udora 
Lodge of Orangemen was 
active as early as 1874 and 
was a lodge in the Ontario 
North District. The County 

Master for the lodge at that 
time was R. S. Webster. Any-
one with information about 
the items found can contact 
Linda Keogh at 437-2032.  
 



Not every artist comes with a resume that 
includes the likes of Walt Disney Studios 
in Toronto, but if imagination, creativity 
and talent mean anything, Ken Nice’s 
move from Disney to Wilfrid, Ontario 
might just be the best move he has ever 
made.  
At 60, Mr. Nice spends much of his time 
underneath a welder’s helmet creating 
metal sculptures that attest to his flare for 
playful art. Many of his metal sculptures 
are large animals welded together from 
hundreds of custom formed pieces of 14 
gauge steel.  
Take The Dragon, for instance. It stands 
nine and a half feet tall, weighs 
3,500 lbs., took 10 years to com-
plete and contains over 10,000 
pieces of steel. Passers-by, travel-
ing along Durham Region Rd. 12 
east of Wilfrid, half expect to see 
fire shooting from its mouth as it 
stands guard over the Nice farm.  
Other outdoor steel sculptures 
give the place a fun and fanciful 
feel: a bird in flight; a lazy hound 
dog; a fish; a deer and a horse—
soon to be joined by a pig.  
But steel sculptures do not com-
plete his art portfolio. Mr. Nice 
works in various media including 
bronze, clay, stone, granite and 
many of his pieces are featured in 
public venues and private galler-
ies.  
He is also a painter, preferring oil 
and acrylic media for many of his 
landscapes depicting old farm 
equipment, split rail fences and 
barns.  
Mr. Nice was educated at the 
Ontario College of Art and has a 
Bachelor’s degree in architecture.  
His passion for art was nurtured 
at a very early age but it wasn’t 

until he began his studies at the OCA that 
he surrendered to his calling to be a sculp-
tor.  
“I just like to make things. I get an idea 
and the idea part of it is very small.  The 
putting it together and fabricating it is a 
creative process at every stage,” he said, 
adding if he knew ahead of time how much 
time it takes to follow through on one of 
his ideas, he probably wouldn’t do it.  
And, Mr. Nice admits he is not a purist 
when it comes to art.  
“I like all kinds of art and don’t necessarily 
have an overriding philosophy about it. I 

do have a style that is identifiable but with 
a lot of variation,” he says.  
He exhibits his work in a variety of public 
and private galleries and last year he took 
his dragon to Colorado, the largest sculp-
ture show in North America.  
Because he works in so many different 
media, the tools of his trade are endless—
mig welders, arc welders, compressors, 
plasma cutters, chisels, grinders and dia-
mond cutters, grinders and polishers for his 
work with granite.  
When he isn’t creating in his studio on the 
farm, Mr. Nice can be found teaching per-
spective to animation students in Toronto  

Local sculptor and artist to open new studio this spring 
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Top: Ken Nice welds a piece of 14 gauge steel on the 
head of what will be a pig. Below: Completed work 
that will be offered for sale at the Nice Studios.  
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Sutton Legion is hosting a 
Traditional Robbie Burns 
Supper on January 23. The 
haggis is to be piped in at 
7:00 pm followed by din-
ner. Scottish dancers and a 
dance. Tickets are $20. Call 
(905) 722-3967.  
 
Free York Environmental 
Stewardship workshop 
for landowners interested 
in sustainable property 
management practices. 
Pefferlaw Lions Commu-
nity Centre on Wed. Jan. 
27 from 6:30 to 9:00 pm.  
 
The Alzheimer Society of 
York Region’s Annual 
Walk for Memories will 
take place on Saturday, Jan 
30. Registration starts at 
9:00 a.m. at the Georgina 
Ice Palace in Keswick and 
the walk begins at 10:00 
a.m. Call Cathy at (905) 
476-5521 for pledge forms. 
 
River Glen Haven Nurs-
ing Home is hosting an 

Open House on Sunday, 
January 31 from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm at 160 High St. in 
Sutton. Tea, coffee and 
snacks will be served.   
 
On Sunday, Feb. 7, the 
First Annual Haircut for 
Hospice will be held at 
Allure Hair Creations at 
299 The Queensway S. in 
Keswick. For a minimum 
donation of $20, you can 
have your hair washed, cut 
and blown dry. All pro-
ceeds will go directly to 
Hospice Georgina. Call 
(905) 476-3146 after Jan. 
12 to book an appointment.  
 
Story Hour at the Peffer-
law Library is held every 
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. for 
three to five year old chil-
dren. Drop in! It’s free.  
 
The York Region Chil-
dren’s Aid Society is look-
ing for volunteers to tutor 
and be a special friend to a 
child or teen in the area. 

Must be at least 18 years 
old, have transportation and 
available a few hours each 
week. Contact Kim Leschi-
utta at (905) 895-2318 or 
visit volunteer-
ing@YorkCAS.org   
 
Club 55 in Pefferlaw has 
started serving lunches for 
the 2010 calendar year. 
Every first and third Tues-
day of the month at the 
Pefferlaw Lions Hall at 
noon. $4 for members and 
$5 for non-members.  
 
The Pefferlaw Arts and 
Crafts Club would like to 
extend a welcome invita-
tion to anyone interested in 
joining. The club meets 
every Wednesday—1:00 to 
4:00 pm at the Pefferlaw 
Lions Hall. Bring your own  
craft or learn a new one. 
50/50 draw and light lunch 
each week. Call (705) 437-
3818 for more information.   
 

 Coming Events & Announcements 
Virginia United Church has an  

Super Genie electronic organ for sale.  
Best offer. Call Sue (905) 722-3026.  

 

Eavestrough cleaning and protection 
system installed. Fast service and  
reasonable rates. Free estimates.  

Call Eric (705) 437-4634 Pefferlaw 
 

FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE—PEFFERLAW 
Safe, loving and educational. Large 
play area. Nutritious menu. Reliable 
and experienced. Special needs wel-

come. Call (705) 513-0220 
 

SEARS CRAFTSMAN SNOWBLOWER 
Snowblower and weights for a riding 

lawn mower $400 OBO  
Call (905) 715-1163.  

 

DAYCARE AVAILABLE  
ECE—13 yrs experience. Offering day-
care in my home. Full time spots avail. 
Infants welcome. Call Kari 437-4332. 

 

Rixon Manor in Pefferlaw is accepting 
applications for residency from per-
sons 60+ years of age. Call Marie at 
(705) 437-3811 for an application. 

 
FOR SALE—2002 Chevy Venture mini-

van. V6. 2 sliding doors, auto. Pwr 
locks and windows. Very clean. Bought 

new. Asking $3,300.  
Call (705) 437-2473   

CLASSIFIED ADS 


