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And, they’re at the post...three candidates declare their intentions to run in Ward 5
Although he has not
formally registered
as a candidate for
the 2014 municipal
elections in October,
Rev. Jim Keenan,
63, of Pefferlaw told
the Pefferlaw Post
he intends to file
nomination papers
next month to run as
a candidate for
Ward 5.
“I am looking forward to seeing what
Jim Keenan, 63.
I can do,” Rev.
Keenan says.
Rev. Keenan is a United Church minister
in the Town of Bradford and publicly
threw his hat into the ring when he told
members of the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists at their December meeting he would
seek election in 2014.
In an interview with the Pefferlaw Post he
said he brings past experience in developing social infrastructure and as an entrepreneur to the table. “I believe I have something worthwhile for the people of Pefferlaw,” he said.
Rev. Keenan says his platform has three
key ingredients—fairness, creativity and
respect. He says “fairness” for him means
real transparency and engagement in the
policy making process. “This is so that

The third ingredient of his
platform includes respect
for the people
in Ward 5,
Georgina and
the environment.
“Any of my
decisions would
be based on
asking, what
would be best
for the people
Brad Smockum, 61.
Dave Harding, 62.
who live right
people know what is going on and how the here, right now,” he said, adding, any nedecisions are being made and their input is gotiations with other levels of government
really taken seriously,” he said. “There is a and competing interests should always
perception there is a lack of that and it has keep the interests of constituents in mind.
“The starting point and the people who I
probably been created partly by a lack of
am negotiating for, isn’t for future resifollowing good policy.”
dents, it is for the people who elected me.”
He believes Georgina needs to be more
creative in providing semi-skilled jobs and He says he knows what a healthy communecessary training for residents. “It is one nity should look like and has the inner
strength and ability to stand up for what is
thing to set up an industrial park, it is anright. “It is very hard to get me to go with
other thing to actually go and create the
the flow if I don’t like where the flow is
relationship with the entrepreneur.”
going,” he said. “A good politician is
He believes Georgina has put too much
emphasis on developing relationships with someone who has the skill to get people to
work together on something they would
land developers versus entrepreneurs
which “actually have the potential to create otherwise not work together on,” he said.
Brad Smockum, 61, a life-long resident of
meaningful jobs for the people who live
Continued on page 4...
here.”
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Two bedroom home in
desirable neighbourhood
and backing onto a farmer’s
field. Newer
windows and 40 year
shingles. All this and in a
very private setting.
You’d better call me now to
view it!

All you have to do is call or email me anytime!
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The time is...now!
Happy New Year everyone and
welcome to 2014, the Year of
the Horse.
I read somewhere that the Year
of the Horse is a year for
“leaders” and is a time to demonstrate spirit, vitality and determination. Well, I have a suggestion for our leaders as they begin
to evaluate how to negotiate the
opportunities and challenges that
lie before us.
One of the last public meetings
prior to the holiday shut down at
the Civic Centre was held at the
ROC on December 9 to discuss
ideas for the use of the 31-acre
Sedore farm located on Lake Dr.
in Willow Beach.
I listened intently to the presentations that were made in addition to the comments from residents who responded to what
was being presented. Two of
those comments have had a lasting impression on me and have
helped me formulate an opinion
on what I think should happen to
that property.
Comment No. 1 — What is in it
for us? Whatever the use is, it
should benefit the people who
live here. (Agreed)
Comment No. 2 — It is far too
valuable a piece of property for
use as a long term care facility.
(Disagree)
I have long felt that York Region
needs to invest in a long-term
care facility in Georgina. Studies
show that population growth
among seniors in Georgina will
outpace that of other demographic sectors in the coming
years and we need to make sure
that decisions are made now to
meet the future needs of this
group.
There are 26 long-term care facilities in York Region which
offer 2,994 beds for clients requiring these services. The two
facilities in Georgina, Cedarvale
Lodge in Keswick and Riverview in Sutton have a combined
long-term care bed capacity of
179.
York Region currently manages
two such facilities—one in Maple and one in Newmarket. Combined, these facilities provide
care to 232 clients.
Fees for all long-term care residences are regulated by the Min-

istry of Health resulting in fixed
rates regardless of whether the
facility is privately or publicly
owned and operated. Most, if not
all, have a wait list of three
months to two years.
The former Sedore property on
Lake Drive is comprised of 31
acres and I see no reason why a
long-term care facility cannot co
-exist with other uses. The property has two road frontages—one
on Metro Road and the other on
Lake Drive and given the
amount of space, I would recommend we consider a multi-use
concept.
I don’t consider the property
“too valuable” to help meet the
needs of residents in this community that require long-term
care. I think their rights and
needs are just as worthwhile as
any other demographic sector in
Georgina.
York Region council and members of Georgina’s council are
constantly going on about the
impact of growth and how they
are making decisions to accommodate that growth. Well, our
aging population is an area of
growth that needs their attention
now. Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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GMHA receives donated goalie
equipment from insurance association

(Left to Right) Georgina’s Tyke team trainer, Leo Baker, goaltender Skylar Baker, John Davidson from Etherington Insurance
on behalf of IBAO and Marcus Attridge, Georgina Junior House
League co-ordinator are delighted with a new set of goaltending
equipment donated by the Insurance Brokers Association of Ontario.
The Georgina Minor Hockey
Association was one of 60 minor hockey groups across the
province to receive a set of
goaltending equipment donated
by the Insurance Brokers Association of Ontario (IBAO).
The set includes a catcher’s
glove, blocker, pads, chest protector, bag and stick.
The IBAO Goalie Assist Program is an effort to support
children who have dreams of
becoming a hockey goaltender
by providing a set of goaltending equipment to five to seven
year-old players interested in
trying the position. In addition,
IBAO will provide minor
hockey associations with goaltending resources to aid
coaches.
“IBAO is so proud to support
the Ontario Minor Hockey Association and the Northern Ontario Hockey Association and
sponsor this great initiative
once again,” said IBAO CEO
Randy Carroll. “Brokers are

connected to the people in their
communities and this donation
is just a small example of the
great work being done every
day to give back.”
According to Jim Davidson
from Etherington Insurance in
Sutton, his company has endorsed the GMHA application
for a goaltending equipment
donation for five years and is
pleased that the organization
was selected as a recipient of
the program this year.
“I think it is very nice that the
association I have been a part
of, not only as a coach but also
as a player years ago, has been
able to benefit from such a program to give different players
the opportunity to experience
the position and not have the
cost involved,” Mr. Davidson
said.
According to Brett Boadway
from IBAO, the value of one
set of goalie equipment donated
is $500.00.

Oriented
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Harding, Keenan and Smockum
announce plans for Ward 5 race

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Continued from page 1.
Georgina and the current Councillor for Ward 5 has indicated
he will seek re-election for a
fourth term. He will file his
nomination papers within the
next few weeks and is looking
forward to representing Ward 5
constituents for another term.
With 11 years of council experience under his belt, he is
confident he has the skills and
knowledge to address issues of
concern to Ward 5 residents.
“Sidewalks for Station Road in
Pefferlaw are on the top of my
list,” he says, adding, it is a
dangerous roadway with poor
lighting and has been on his
agenda each year during budget
negotiations. “But it keeps getting kicked off.”
Mr. Smockum says he is also
eager to work with other levels
of government to find partnership funding to erect a roof over
the Pefferlaw Ice Pad and he
wants to delve into finding a
solution to Virginia’s water
supply and the unassumed roadways constructed throughout
the Estonian settlement area in
Udora. “That is an ongoing
battle,” he says.
He says he is proud of the recreational facilities available to
Ward 5 residents such as the
Pefferlaw, Udora and Port Bolster halls, the soccer pitches,
baseball diamonds and the ice
surface in Pefferlaw. “But I

would like to see a splash pad
put in the Pefferlaw park, in
fact, I would like to see a splash
pad in every park in Ward 5,”
he said. Even though Ward 5
does not have town water, he
says the technology exists to
install splash pads with the capacity to recycle the water.
The Ward 5 ballot will also
include the name of David
Harding, 62, another life-long
resident with a long history of
community service and involvement. Mr. Harding is in
his 45th year as a volunteer fire
-fighter at the Pefferlaw Fire
Hall and has held various executive positions with the Pefferlaw Lions Club over 20
years.
“I am fortunate to be the Chair
of the Pefferlaw Ice Pad committee and have been on this
committee since its inception in
2005,” he said.
Mr. Harding is a local business
owner and operates Harding
Excavation and plans to file his
nomination papers within the
next few weeks.
He says he wants to spend some
time developing a campaign
platform and is currently building and coordinating his campaign team.
In past elections, Ward 5 has
always been a hotly contested
riding and it appears early on,
the trend will continue.
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Vote by mail not in the bag, yet
A very lengthy and lively discussion at
council on Wednesday, January 8 dug
into the pros and cons of casting votes by
mail for the next municipal election.
An election committee, supported by
Town staff, made a recommendation to
council to approve the vote by mail
method of voting and the use of tabulation equipment to count the votes.
But, for a variety of reasons, several
members of council were not completely
sold on the idea and the recommendations were deferred to the next council
meeting on January 15.
The report submitted suggested that a
vote by mail method would not only increase voter turn-out, but would reduce
municipal costs associated with traditional voting methods.
A number of questions and comments
were voiced by various council members
ranging from security issues, voter turnout, accuracy of voting lists, costs, procedures and acceptance by residents to an
alternative voting system.
Councillor Craig, who sat on the Elections Committee explained his position
on the value of moving forward with a
Vote by Mail system.

“Voting is about engaging the community in the issues that run this community
and if we can increase that engagement
then we have a responsibility to do so.
And this method of voting has been
proven by municipality after municipality to do exactly that. To increase the
engagement and for us to turn our back
on it because it is new or because we like
to have a party on voting day, I feel, is
short-sighted.”
Councillor Davidson, who was also a
member of the Elections Committee, said
she wasn’t in favour of the recommendations and cited security and the potential
for fraud. She also found value with traditional voting methods as a community
building exercise and challenged Councillor Craig’s use of the word ‘party’.
And, she wasn’t convinced the increased
voter turnout statistics in the report were
accurate.
“There are not enough numbers to prove
that it (vote by mail) has in fact increased
voter turnout. It is a few percentage
points in some cases. And the number of
voters from election to election changes
based on issues of the day and I
Continued on page 11...
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The tubing feature
at the ROC was
one of the main
attractions over
the Christmas
season as Georgina experienced
an early blast of
winter—not felt in
this area for some
time.
Youngsters take
the carpet lift up
to the top with
their tube in tow
before sliding
down the 105 foot
feature along
groomed tubing
runs.

Despite the cold blustery day, many Georgina residents turned out to
the Mayor’s Levee at the ROC on January 4 to be served a breakfast of
pancakes and sausage by Georgina council members. Above, MPP
Julia Munro (left) gets service with a smile from Ward 3 Councillor
Dave Szollosy, Ward 4 Councillor Ken Hackenbrook and Ward 2
Councillor Phil Craig.

(Photo above) The Pefferlaw
Ice Pad is sporting new pond
hockey nets and young hockey
enthusiasts adjust their style of
play now that the side boards of
the ice pad have been removed.
The facility was damaged during a wind storm late last year.
(Photo right) California girls
Madeline (foreground) and her
sister Annasophia, try out skates
for the first time at the Pefferlaw
Ice Pad on January 5. The girls
and their family were up visiting
their grandparents over the
Christmas holidays and were
delighted to have an opportunity
to try skating. Watch out, Canada, there could be a couple of
future Olympians here.

And the cold wintery day was a
perfect setting for young Lucas
Dawber from Keswick as he tests
out the ROC skating pond after
breakfast.

Talon Skidgmore, 6, from Willow
Beach came with his family to the
Levee and enjoyed every bite of
his meal.
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Congratulations to the Georgina Blaze
Bantam AE team which recently claimed
the cup for the Regional Silver Stick
Tournament when they won in double
over-time. The win propels the team on
to the International Silver Stick Tournament to be hosted by Pelham Minor
Hockey Association from January 9 to
15, 2014. Go Blaze Go!!

With the help of their community members, Doreen Steele (left) and Dianne Livingston (right)
from the Sutton-by-the-Lake Parkettes were
able to donate $2,000 to South Lake Hospital
and a large collection of food and toys for the
Georgina Food Pantry. Congratulations to all
of you.

Guess who was sneaking a quick bite at the Wilfrid Hall on Saturday, December 14
just before the kiddies rolled in to have breakfast with Santa. After a breakfast of pancakes, juice and sausage, the youngsters and their families were treated to a visit from
the Jolly Old Elf himself, games, treats and lots of fun.
Community residents felt right at home at the
new Egypt Hall for a New Year’s Eve celebration. While the hall boasts a new colour
scheme inside, few architectural changes
gave the party a homecoming atmosphere
and a sense that everything is right with the
world.
Hall board members and community advocates who not only worked to construct the
original building but oversaw the completion
of the new one, were on hand to welcome
party-goers out to the first community event
hosted at the new hall.
Pictured from left to right are: Ward 5 Councillor Brad Smockum and his wife Cathy,
Helen Spence, Marg Pallett and her husband
Stephen. Congrats to all for a great evening.
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Tennyson Tidbits

 Life Insurance

Here’s a great little tidbit for
you. Given the mess the recent
ice storm has caused through
hydro outages, one of my
readers told me she keeps a
supply of glow sticks in her
home for those unexpected
power outages. They are safer
than candles and can be laid
down anywhere. It’s not a bad
idea to buy a few since I don’t Kelly McClure’s Jack and Jill
think we are out of the woods on Sat. Feb. 8 at 7:00 pm at
the Sutton Arena. Tickets at
yet!
the door are $10.
I just know there is someone
out there who has time to donate to the Pefferlaw Ice Pad
as a volunteer Shinny Hockey
convenor for Saturdays and
Sundays from noon until 2:00
pm. The more the merrier.
Please call Joanne at (705) 437
-1080 or email at:
pipmember@sympatico.ca
Next will be son Andrew and
Jim and Carol Lockie are go- his fiancée, Elyse Sheardown.
ing to be busy this year. With Their Jack and Jill will be held
at the Sutton Arena on Sat.
two sons getting married,
March 22 at 7:00 pm. Tickets
Scott and Andrew, within a
few weeks of each other, Mom at the door will be $10.
Games, food and prizes at
and Dad are already promotboth events.
ing their Jack and Jills. First
up is Scott and his fiancée

Pefferlaw riding arena collapses

Brenda Draper, the owner and
operator of Misty Morning
Farms on Old Homestead Rd.
in Pefferlaw, woke up to a devastating scene on Monday
morning, January 6. Her 72 ft.
x 176 ft. riding arena had collapsed during the night.
“It is pretty devastating. It is
my livelihood and it is pretty
heartbreaking,” she said. The
facility, a domed structure constructed of metal and wood

was covered with a heavy-duty
tarp. Ms. Draper said it would
cost approximately $200,000
to replace the arena.
“I’m just very thankful that it
happened when it did and no
one was hurt,” she said. “But
there is a big mess to clean up
and I don’t think anything will
happen before spring.”
The cause of the collapse at
this time is undetermined.
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Ice Hut operators all smiles as
business booms early in season
well,” said his wife Summer. In
It has been many years since
addition to perch, which are
ice hut operators on the south
being caught anywhere in 15 to
shores of Lake Simcoe have
been able to get out in advance 20 feet of water, one angler
of the holiday season, but with came in with a bowfin—a prehistoric species dating back to
more than 10 inches of good
solid ice, many are now filling the Jurassic period.
their huts with
eager anglers hoping to catch their
limit.
Mike and Beverley
Heyink of Lake
Simcoe Outfitters
have been shuttling their clientele
out from Virginia
Beach for more
than two weeks
now and the fishing has never been A bowfin caught by an angler on December 29 near Holmes Point beach.
better.
“They are catching
Even though the huts are out
lots of jumbo perch and some
and the season has begun, the
pike,” Ms. Heyink said. “On
New Year’s Eve day it was non Ministry of Natural Resources
-stop action. We were catching (MNR) and York Regional
them one after another. It was Police (YRP) are asking anglers to use caution before venawesome.”
She said anglers are experienc- turing out onto the ice and to
ing good action early morning check ice conditions with local
and then again in the afternoon. ice hut operators or other anglers.
“It’s okay first thing in the
“Travelling on frozen lakes or
morning then it slows down a
rivers with snowmobiles or
bit and then it’s an afternoon
vehicles can be dangerous and
bite,” she says. The lures of
precautions must be taken,”
choice, she says, are Simcoe
says an MNR release. “At least
Bugs, small spoons, Williams
20 centimeters (eight inches) of
spoons, minnows and jigging
clear blue ice is required for
Rapalas.
snowmobiles and 30 centimeMs. Heyink said getting their
fish hut operation out onto the ters (12 inches) or more is
ice more than two weeks ago is needed for light vehicles. This
the earliest they have been out thickness should be doubled if
in more than 20 years. “Oh, I’m the ice is white or opaque.”
A recent YRP release suggests
sure the ice is here to stay.
We’ve got enough ice now that ice conditions can vary drastically within areas in close
it is going to stay.”
proximity to each other.
Steve Barber of Steve’s Fish
Huts at Holmes Point Road has “Any individual enjoying rechad his huts out since Decem- reational activities near a body
ber 28 and the story is similar. of water must make a personal
decision to do so, realizing
With 10 inches of ice, he has
there is a degree of risk associ12 huts out more than a half
ated with this choice. It is crumile and his customers are
cial that citizens take individual
happy.
responsibility in evaluating the
“The fishing has been really
good. Everyone is doing really quality of ice.”
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Council defers decision on Vote by Mail system for 2014 election
Continued from page 5.
don’t think we can look at that and definitively say that it does increase voter turnout.”
Councillor Szollosy had a list of questions
not the least of which was the accuracy of
the voters’ lists.
“One of the problems with the last three
elections was not so much the process of
the balloting and the process of counting,
rather it was the preparation and accuracy
of the voters’ list,” he said, adding, many
people were not on the list, such as renters,
and many people were on the list that
shouldn’t have been there.
The Town clerk responded by saying staff
would engage in an aggressive outreach
campaign and make every effort to ensure

the voters’ list used for the Canada Post
mailing would be as accurate as possible.
Councilor Szollosy also questioned staff’s
assertion that the reason Vote by Mail is
being recommended is because the traditional voting method was “not a feasible”
system.
“And I’m not sure that that point is true,”
he said. “I’m not sure that the system is
that broken.”
He said he wasn’t adverse to changing
systems but that he wanted to be clear that
any new system
would make things
better.
Mayor Grossi reiterated many of the
comments and ques-

tions raised and demonstrated concern over
procedures that would address problems
that might arise due to inaccurate mailing
lists and a change in voting methods.
“I think we need to defer this until we
know what those procedures are because I
think the procedures are really important,”
he said.
“I’m not sure if this method, without
knowing all of the procedures, is the
method that is going to engage more of our
constituency in the election process.”

Lake Simcoe Outdoors on-line forum
donates to kids fishing event

The proceeds of a garage sale sponsored by Lake Simcoe Outdoors.ca (an internet based forum for hunters and anglers) was
donated to the “Take a Kid Fishing” event which takes place in
the summer during the free family fishing weekend. (Above)
Jerry Tusa (left), Dave LeBlanc (left centre) and Bob Biro
(right), present the cheque to Take a Kid Fishing event organizer, Karen Wolfe (right centre).

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Forget the weather and plan to come out
to the Sutton Kinettes Zumba Beach
Party on Friday, January 10 from7:00 pm
to 8:30 pm at the Kin Hall in Sutton. Tickets are $20.
On Sunday, January 12 at 2:00 pm at 2
Chicks and a Grill restaurant on Hwy. 48
in Virginia, the Virginia United Church
congregation invites the community to a
six-week guided discussion “Who is My
Neighbour”. Free admission.

6:00 pm. Tickets $25. Call (905) 7225502.
Boston Pizza Keswick is hosting a
“Music Bingo Night” fundraiser for Hospice Georgina on Monday, January 20.
Tickets are $25 and includes dinner. Call
(905) 722-9333 for details.

The Georgina Historical Society invites
you to a discussion on “Finding Your
Irish Relatives” at the Noble House at the
Georgina Pioneer Village on Tuesday,
January 21 at 7:00 pm. It’s free! Donation
The ABCs of Oil Painting classes for
beginner and intermediate students will be for coffee and cookies.
held at the Georgina Arts Centre on JanuOfficial Plan Review Open House for
ary 11 and 12. $75 materials incl.
the hamlets of Ravenshoe, Udora and
There is lots going on at your libraries:
Brownhill will be held at the Udora Hall
Tai Chi with Tony at the Pefferlaw Lion Wed. Jan. 22 from 7:00—9:00 pm.
brary starting January 15 on Wednesdays.
On Saturday, January 25 at 7:00 pm the
Cost is free and drop in. NFB Film “Not
Virginia United Church presents David
Criminally Responsible” will be shown at
and Sue Newberry, locally grown singerthe Keswick Branch at 7:00 pm on Janusong-writing duo. Admission is $10.
ary 22 and at the Peter Gzowski branch on
January 24 at 2:00 pm. Starting January
Official Plan Review Open House for
14, the Keswick Book Club will meet on the hamlets of Virginia, Baldwin and Belthe second Tuesday of every month.
haven at the Egypt Community Hall on
And on February 13, you can sit in on a
Mon. Jan. 27 from 7:00—9:00 pm.
Tax Tutorial for those planning to do their
The 5th Annual Haircut for Hospice
own tax return on the simple form.
will take place at Allure Hair Creations in
The Knox United Church Rabbie Burns Keswick on Sunday, February 2 from
Supper will be held on Sat. January 18 at 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Get your hair

washed, cut and styled for a $20 donation.
The Lake Simcoe Public School in Keswick is hosting its Winter Festival on
Sat. February 8. Pancake breakfast starts
at 7:30 am. Fun for the whole family with
indoor and outdoor activities.
Plan to participate/attend the Vintage
Snowmobile Show on Sat. February 15
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Orchard
Beach Bar & Grill on Lake Dr. in Keswick.
IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU? CALL
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS. (705) 4371928 OR (705) 437-1307—Tues &
Thurs 7:30 pm — Salvation Army Youth
Centre—20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—
Across from No-Frills.

CLASSIFIED ADS
HELP WANTED

Local pharmacy requires experienced frontend retail store manager. Must be proficient
in managing weekly inventories, assisting
customers in all aspects of store services,
managing store operations, coordinating
sale promotions, cash register receipt reconciliation and an aptitude for figures. Preference given to those with recent retail and
pharmacy experience. Fax resume to: (905)
722-7645.

