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Solar power company eyes Georgina for solar farm opportunities
Georgina’s roots are firmly planted in the
farming community here but a new kind of
farm could be sprouting up if SkyPower
Limited has its way.
This solar energy developer is looking to
acquire land in Georgina, either through
purchase or rental agreements, so they can
sow the seeds of green energy through
solar photovoltaic panels.
According to Charmaine Thompson, Vice
President in charge of Project Planning and
Implementation, a typical solar farm consists of between 75,000 to 126,000 panels
and can generate five to 10 megawatts of
energy on an annual basis.
“A typical 10MW solar park would produce enough clean electricity to power
17,000 homes for one year after 20 years
of production,” she said.
The company installed Canada’s first
large-scale solar park (9.1 MW) in the Napanee area in 2009 with five others in various stages of completion. The Napanee
installation produced approximately 11
million kWs of energy after its first year of
operation, enough electricity to power approximately 1,000 homes in the area, Ms.
Thompson said.
“Georgina is a wonderful community
which has the right combination of social,
economic and environmental reasons—
including an incredible solar resource—to
be an attractive location for solar power,”
Ms. Thompson said.

tions (for Georgina) are still in the queue
To date, the company has entered into
with the Ontario Power Authority and we
agreements with Georgina landowners.
do not have a confirmed timeframe for
However, Ms. Thompson would not diswhen they are expected to be finalized,”
close their location nor the details of the
she said.
agreements.
As part of the company’s efforts to bring
She said landowner agreements for 75
potential landowners on board, SkyPower
acres and above are typically options for
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provide a
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capacity
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but what
hosted an Open House at the Pefferlaw
I can say is that we are still interested in
Lions Community Centre in November
securing land in Georgina.”
According to Ms. Thompson, once a con- and met with landowners interested in
learning more about the company and their
tract is awarded, the timeline to build the
solar power plans in Georgina.
solar project is three years. “The applica-

Was $279,900...NOW $239,900
For this 3 bedroom home with a
family room and full basement.
Detached single car garage and a
2-storey workshop. All on a large lot
and a dead end road.
Do not delay, give me a call today.
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211
Or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
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What is it about pets…?
It has been just over a year
since I lost my best friend,
Buddy, a 13 year-old Australian
Shepherd to cancer. And, I still
miss him.
Like all pet owners, I will go on
record and say he was the best
dog in the world. He had the
vocabulary of a three-year old
child and understood everything I asked him to do. He
would collect the paper for me,
retrieve items by name for me,
he played golf with my husband
and was one of the most
friendly and sociable animals
I’ve ever encountered.
He just loved the car and he
knew instinctively when it was
Friday night. I don’t know how
he knew but he would turn himself inside out at our feet begging to come along on our
regular Friday night dinners
with friends. It was the only
time he ever made such a fuss.
It took me just weeks to teach
him everything I knew about
dog training. From the time he
was a puppy, he never had an
accident in our house and it
took no time at all to teach him
to shake hands with you, roll
over, play dead, beg, sit-up, lie
down and jump from the floor
into your arms.
His favourite pastime was herding—if it moved, he would
herd it. He spent hours down by
our creek trying to herd leopard
frogs. He would walk back and
forth along the edge of the
creek and herd them all into the
water, turn around and start all
over again.
If there was more than one
small child around, he would
try and herd them together by
brushing up against them and
guiding them toward each
other.
When he was a pup, my sister’s
cat dug her claws into his nose
and from then on, cats were his
arch enemy. He would bravely
chase them as long as they ran
away, but as soon as one
turned, arched its back and
hissed at him, he would start to

howl and hightail it back to
safety as fast as he could run.
His other favourite pastime was
chasing squirrels and he was
obsessed with them. If he was
in the house and someone even
casually mentioned the word
“squirrel” he would scurry over
to the sliding glass doors, ears
erect and eyes bulging, searching for his favourite prey. In all
the years he raced around our
property trying to catch one, he
never did. I think he just enjoyed the chase.
More than anything else, he
was my companion. Working
from home as I do, he would lie
beneath my desk as I worked
away on my computer and
whenever he wanted out he
would come and gently place
his nose under my elbow. If I
didn’t react right away, he
would give my elbow a little
nudge and continue to do so
until I got up.
Oh, how I miss that nudge.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Georgina’s New Years Levee
Members of Georgina’s council and
Enbridge paired up
to cook and serve a
free breakfast at a
New Years Levee on
Sunday morning,
January 9.
Hundreds of Georgina residents arrived
fork in hand to fill up
on sausage and pancakes.
(Photo Top) Ward 3
councillor Dave
Szollosy (right)
serves up pancakes
to Sarah Keddy (left)
and Stephanie Dwyer
(centre).
(Photo Middle) Six
year-old Mona Hood
enjoys a New Years
Levee sausage.
(Photo Bottom) Seating was at a premium as residents
dove into a meal
prepared by Enbridge employees.

A season of goodwill for Food Pantry

In a spirit of giving and goodwill during the Christmas season,
Sutton Sobeys and the Royal Canadian Legion in Sutton joined
forces to make a donation of food and funds to the Georgina
Food Pantry. In total, the two groups donated $2,140 which
included 400 grocery bags of goodies purchased by the community at Sobeys.
According to Alf Judd, Director of Operations at the Georgina
Food Pantry, approximately 450 to 500 local families were able
to enjoy a festive Christmas dinner due to the generosity of the
community. “The community really responded well to us this
year,” he said. “Everyone deserves a big thank you.”
Pictured above from left to right are: Art Arsenault of the Royal
Canadian Legion, Alf Judd, from the Food Panty, Gerry Derouin from Sutton Sobeys and Pat Gooderham from the Royal
Canadian Legion.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY...The Pefferlaw & District Lioness Club is so proud of our community for the great support received for the CHRISTMAS ANGELS PROJECT in December. We wish to thank the following for their generosity:
Donations to Toy Boxes and Coin Jars
* Employees of Langstaff Cards, Buchner
Manufacturing and Braids & Laces
* Businesses who accepted boxes for collection of toys and coin jars
*the PEOPLE who so generously donated
toys and money at the following locations:
Bank of Montreal, Sutton
Belvedere Cookhouse, Pefferlaw
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce
Cosy Comforts Restaurant, Pefferlaw
Diane Golding Chiropractor, Pefferlaw
Harry & Ginger’s Pizzeria, Pefferlaw
Lim’s Variety Store, Pefferlaw
Maxi Mart on Hwy. 48
Morning Glory Public School
Pefferlaw Dental & Medical Offices
Pefferlaw LCBO
The Pefferlaw Post Office
Pefferlaw Supermarket
Rixon Manor, Pefferlaw
Steven’s Variety, Pefferlaw
Sutton Curling Club
Udora Convenience Store
Udora General Store

Donations of Money for the Food Boxes and Other Items
Edward D. Anderson
15019454 Ontario Inc. (Jack Beaudrow)
Judy Beers
Bodley’s Furniture & Appliances Ltd.
Buchner Manufacturing Inc.
Club 55, Pefferlaw
Alex & Nancy Colville
Debbie & Rock Crook
Customline Auto/Marine Upholstery
Deer Park School (Ms. Bond’s Class)
Isobel Fairbarn
Garnet Machine Inc. (Robert Card)
Giant Tiger, Sutton
Diane Golding, Pefferlaw Chiropractic
Ted Gordon
Joanne Grozdanovski & Scholastic Books
Nancy & Albert Henderson
Ina’s Hairdressing
Paul and Sandra James
John and Carole Kennedy
Sid Lamb Limited
Faye & Charles Lloyd
Lloyd’s Refrigeration Services
725561 Ontario Ltd. (Maxi Mart)

Brian and Sharon McConnell
Ed & Gail Moore
Ogilvie Ogilvie & Company
Walter & Susan Pardue
Pefferlaw Arts & Crafts Club
Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers
Pefferlaw Lions Club
Pefferlaw Post
Paul H. Reeder
Marilyn & Ron Reid
Paul Rothfels & Margaret Almack
Terry & Denise Sheedy
Allan & Edna Slater
Shearer Homes Incorporated
Shepherd’s Equipment Sales
Nancy Starr
Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club
Valhalla Travel & Tours
Dave & Debbie Van den Brink
Nancy Walker
Joan Wehby, The Paw Spa
Patti Weir
Faye Wilkinson
The Family of the late Ilse Berlenbach

ALSO A THANK YOU to Jane Clyde for her assistance, to Steve Askew of Steve’s No Frills for his donations and for coordinating and assembling food boxes and to Nancy Colville and the Wilfrid Hall Board for their generous use of the hall.
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Quilting for comfort and education
Denise Liscoumb, 45, admits she own coloured ribbon so I
couldn’t sew on a button before thought I would do the quilt with
she tackled the task of making a all the ribbons so it can go to
anyone because everyone has
king-sized quilt for charity.
been touched at some point by
When Ms. Liscoumb lost her
younger brother Lindsay to can- cancer in their life,” Ms. Liscer seven years ago, she and her coumb said.
With the help of quilting experts
six sisters began looking for a
way to pay tribute to his life and at the Quilting Gnome, Ms. Lishelp cancer survivors at the same coumb began her quilting project
last year and more than half a
time.
They discovered Childhood Can- million stitches later, she is decer Canada, a charitable founda- lighted with the outcome. “I
tion which offers scholarships to must tell you, I’m pretty proud
of this,” she said.
young people who have comThe quilt will be raffled at a
pleted their cancer treatments
charity function in Toronto on
and are enrolled in postsecondary education institutions.
They established a
scholarship fund
called “Lindsay’s
Angels” and set
about raising
money to help
young people “who
have already gone
through so much”
get a higher education.
Last year through
Denise Liscoumb displays the king-size quilt
their efforts, 13
students were each decorated in ribbons depicting various canawarded a $1,500 cer conditions. The quilt will be raffled on
scholarship to help May 28 to raise scholarship money for
with university or young cancer survivors.
college expenses.
May 28 and Ms. Liscoumb is
This year, Ms. Liscoumb will
hoping the proceeds will help
raffle off a king-sized quilt that
“Lindsay’s Angels” meet its new
has particular significance to
target of awarding 14 scholarpeople who have been affected
ships in 2011.
by this pervasive disease.
“Every type of cancer has its

Grab a shovel and skate
The Pefferlaw Ice Pad started
operations on December 19
and according to PIP executive
member Bob Squires, the facility is being well used by all
groups.
Clearing the snow from the ice
surface is a volunteer activity
and users are invited to grab a
shovel and help out whenever
it is needed.
Although the weather turned
mild prior to New Year’s Day,
few problems were experienced and the colder weather

has brought the ice back to its
original condition.
Mr. Squires said the schedule
for users remains the same as
last year and skaters are asked
to respect the allotted times
designated for different users.
Schedule
8am-10am— parent/tot
10am-12pm— public skating
12-2pm— senior skating
2-3pm— public skating
3-6pm— hockey
6-8pm— public skating
8-10pm— hockey
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An ALS skydiver’s struggle to stay at home and “live in peace”
ALS, or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and
widely known as Lou Gehrig’s disease is
not only a debilitating disease, it is a thief.
With foreboding stealth, it steals a person’s
locomotive functions by paralyzing voluntary muscles and robs its victims of independence and hope.
Dealing with this disease on a daily basis
is difficult enough, but add another condition known as autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) to the mix and the ability to cope
requires stratospheric proportions of courage and determination.
Enter Minna Mettinen-Kekalainens—an
ALS patient with high-functioning autism—whose strength of character and will
to live life on her own terms is not only
impressive but awe-inspiring.
Ms. Minna Mettinen-Kekalainens is a 44
year-old Georgina resident with a passion
for extreme sports. She recently completed
one of over 200 parachute jumps (she is
the world’s only female, licensed, paraplegic skydiver) and literally lives for the next
time she can experience the exhilaration
and freedom she gets from “flying”. After
her most recent jumping experience in
December she confided to a friend, “If I
died tonight I would be OK with that. I felt
the most peaceful moments of my life during that jump.”
Minna not only skydives, she teaches and
judges the sport and in addition to learning
to skydive after she was diagnosed in
2007, she began kayaking.
She lives in a small bungalow at the Baldwin airport—a place that fuels her parachuting passion—but also a place that
tests her endurance and commitment to
continue living on her own.
Cris Zavarce, a Sutton resident and professional alternative healing therapist, is a
friend and advocate for Minna. Mr. Zavarce has been volunteering his time to
make sure Minna has both the financial
and human resources required to make it
possible for her to stay at home.
According to Mr. Zavarce, her disease has
progressed to the point where she can no
longer talk but communicates with the use
of a computer. She receives her drugs and
nourishment through a feeding tube and a
lift is used to transport her from her electric wheelchair to bed and the bathroom.
Of late, agencies in charge of Minna’s care
have recommended moving her to a longterm health care facility but both Minna
and Mr. Zavarce are convinced institutional care would be a death knell for her.

help with a list of things,” he says—tasks
that would only take one or two hours a
week such as snow shoveling, taking the
garbage out and running errands. He says
the ALS society has offered to do a lecture
and one-time workshop for
volunteers to help them understand the challenges of working with ALS patients.
In addition to Minna’s health
issues, Mr. Zavarce has opened
a bank account at the Bank of
Montreal to help supplement a
modest disability pension that
barely covers Minna’s rent and
electricity bills. Wood for her
wood-burning stove has been
donated by the Beaudrow
brothers and donations to the
account will help her purchase
Minna Mettinen-Kekalainens (centre) during her first personal items and pay for the
assisted solo jump.
delivery of her drugs, Mr. Zavarce said.
“This is a situation where there is not only
asks, adding the prospect of moving to a
health care facility is increasing her stress a great chance for her to have a very productive life but for the rest of us to benefit
level which could have a detrimental imfrom what she can give and she has so
pact on her health.
“When you see her and communicate with much potential to give,” he said. “This is a
her on the computer and see the power of situation that can be resolved and I am
intending to put all of my efforts into comthis person, you go WOW, this person is
ing up with a solution that will help this
something very special...and you want to
woman.”
help her,” he says.
In an email from Minna for this article, she Minna writes, “I only want to live in
wrote, “I’m just trying to make the most of peace,” and she says her greatest fear is
my life before I die. I’d like to know that I being declared incompetent to make her
own decisions with respect to safety. And,
tried even if it means winning four out of
for a woman who thrives on the thrill of
five. Before I die, I’d like to know that I
am ALIVE instead sitting at home bored
participating in extreme sports, that is a
out of my mind.”
scary prospect indeed.
According to Mr. Zavarce, Minna takes
For Mr. Zavarce the choice is clear. “She
great satisfaction in tending to her own
deserves a chance, everybody deserves a
needs and she gets frustrated by people
chance. When a person is facing a deadly
who have low expectations of her capabili- disease, they are the person you should
ties and “treat her like a little baby”.
listen to.”
Mr. Zavarce says he is taking on the responsibility of coming
up with a plan that
will convince everyone that Minna is
better off living at
home instead of in an
institution. To do that
though, he is counting
on the generosity and
compassion of the
community.
“What I would like is
people in the community to volunteer to
“She is living at the airport so she can be
close to the planes and be able to
jump...why can’t she have the time she has
left to do what she loves, what she can do
and what she wants to do?”, Mr. Zavarce
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Politicians celebrate completion of two
infrastructure projects in Keswick
Federal, provincial and municipal elected officials were on
hand on December 20 to officially cut the ribbon on two
local recreational infrastructure
projects in Keswick.
A bridge connecting a multipurpose trail system at Richmond Park and the Margaret
Place neighbourhoods together
with a neighbourhood park
located in north central Keswick were both beneficiaries of
$2.1 million in infrastructure
funding shared by the three
levels of government.

 Life Insurance

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Photo above: (Left to
Right) Georgina’s Recreation and Culture
Services Director Faye
Richardson, Mayor
Rob Grossi, Ward 1
Councillor Naomi
Davison, Federal MP
Peter Van Loan, Liberal MPP Donna Cansfield, Ward 2 Councillor Phil Craig and
Georgina’s CAO Sue
Plamondon cut the
ribbon at the Richmond
Park bridge.
Photo Left: A Whipper
Watson Park dinosaur
takes on quite a load
with Peter Van Loan,
Mayor Rob Grossi and
MPP Donna Cansfield.

Whipper Watson Park, an 8.8
acre park established in 1992
received upgraded playground
equipment, a splash pad area,
two tennis courts, a paved half
basket ball court, a beach volleyball court and a toboggan
area.
The completion of the 34 metre
bridge at Richmond Park is
part of a $1.1 million multipurpose trail system which
began in 2009 and improves
the usability of the trails by
linking two neighbourhoods.
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MPP Julia Munro hosts New Year’s levee in Sharon
Julia Munro, the Ontario Conservative
Member of Parliament hosted her annual
New Year’s Levee at the Sharon Temperance Hall in Sharon on Sunday, January 2
and greeted a packed house of wellwishers and supporters. Ms. Munro said in
the coming months she will be busy making her way around the riding of York/
Simcoe as her party gears up to campaign
in the upcoming provincial elections set
for October 6, 2011. She said she represents more than 120,000 residents from
south of Barrie to Port Bolster.
Top Photos:
(Left) Ms.
Munro greets a
Levee guest.
(Right) This
young guest is
sure to grow up
to be a Conservative supporter.

Ms. Munro greets one of the 120,000 plus residents in
her riding.

A packed house of guests mingles and enjoys refreshments served at the Levee.

New relationships will help Eaglewood
Festival meet new targets says Sheedy
With seven new board members, a newly
developed website and new partnerships
in place, Denise Sheedy, the president
and chair of the Board of Directors for
the Eaglewood Folk Festival, says she is
very excited about the festival’s prospects in 2011.
“I am really pumped about this year,”
Ms. Sheedy says. “We’ve got a lot of
forward momentum and a lot of energy
and it seems to be coming together so
much better.”
Tina DesRoches, a woman with a solid
background in organizing music festivals, is the new artistic director and
promises to bill “some awesome acts” for
this year’s event. As the new acts come
on board, Ms. DesRoches will profile
them on the festival’s newly renovated
website at: www.eaglewoodfolk.com
Ms. Sheedy said she is very grateful and
welcomes the support and expertise of
new volunteer board members who are
committed to increasing and perhaps

doubling the attendance at the festival.
“With seven new members on the board,
we’ve got so much enthusiasm and commitment from people to help out and I
think with new partnerships in the community and all of the other nice things
falling into place, we will be able to meet
that challenge,” Ms. Sheedy said.
As the organizers step in to 2011, the
first planned fundraising event for the
festival will take place in Oshawa in February. This event, with others to follow,
will also help the organization spread the
word about the festival in other communities. Currently, one-third of the festival’s attendance is local with two-thirds
coming from outside Georgina.
Ms. Sheedy said she has also enlisted the
help of events management students at
Seneca College who will spend four
weeks doing a case study on the Eaglewood Folk Festival and make recommendations on how to increase audience size
and make the festival better overall.
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Tennyson Tidbits
After capturing her fourth national title last month as a
heavyweight, Canadian
women’s boxing champion
Melinda Watpool from Pefferlaw will work toward gaining a
spot on the Canadian Olympic
team to compete in the 2012
Summer Olympics.
Women’s boxing will appear in
the Olympics for the first time
as a demonstration sport in
2012 and in order for Melinda
to qualify, she will have to train
and compete as a middleweight, said her trainer Dewith
Frazer. Only three weight
classes will be included in the
women’s boxing competition at
the Olympics and the heavyweight class is not one of them.
“Melinda will have to lose 10
pounds, go on a strict diet, train
and stay focused,” Mr. Frazer
said. The Olympic trials begin
in 2012 and between now and
then she will be looking to
compete in more fights to gain
experience as a middleweight.

Happy Birthday greetings to
Jean Doane who will turn 100
years young on January 12.
Family and friends will gather
at the Sutton Legion between
1:00 and 4:00 pm on January
16 to help her celebrate.
Ken Hackenbrook tells me that
he has a number of local
hockey memorabilia and photos on display at the Georgina
Arts Centre & Gallery as part
of the “Hockey is Art” exhibit
which includes air-brushed
goalie masks and murals.
Marion Lovell brought the
new year in with a bang on
New Year’s Day when a car
failed to stop at the stop sign in
front of her house and came
sailing through the front door.
No one was hurt during the
incident but the house sustained considerable damage
and she lost some treasured
antiques. Only a half hour later,
another car failed to stop and
took out her mail box.
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Hospice looks for community partners
Hospice Georgina, a
philanthropic organization lending support for palliative
care and grief recovery, is encouraging
Georgina residents,
businesses and organizations to come
forward and help
them meet their
funding requireAbove (L to R): Margaret Burrows, Adolf
ments by becoming
von Seefried, Werner Syndikus and Nana
a community partRosenberger pose with a donation cheque
ner.
from the Johanniter Aid Association.
According to presihours of service to local resident Margaret Burrows partdents who were coping with
nership opportunities include
end-of-life palliative care or
hosting a charity or customer
appreciation event, third-party grieving the loss of a loved
one,” Ms. Burrows says.
partnerships for Hospice
Sixty per cent of the organizaevents, in-kind donations or
tion’s budget is collected
charitable giving.
through fundraising efforts and
“Last year our trained volunall services are free of charge.
teers provided over 5,000

First Nations art gallery revamped
Residents and
visitors wanting
to take home a
memento of authentic native
crafts and art
will find the revamped native
art gallery at the
Georgina Art
Centre in Sutton
a cornucopia of
First Nations
expression.
According to
Suzanne Smoke,
Marketing Director for the Georgina Arts Centre
and Gallery, the
newly decorated
native gallery
features “a fine collection of
fine arts, soapstone carvings,
exquisite quill boxes, native
jewellery, and a collection of
Shilling Family paintings in
addition to other artists.”
The gallery also carries a selection of sweetgrass soaps
and lotions, tobacco and
sweetgrass braids.

Ms. Smoke said the centre is
interested in adding more to
the First Nations collection
and is encouraging all native
artists to consider exhibiting
their work at the new gallery.
Ms. Smoke can be reached at
(905) 722-8608 or email:
ssmoke@gacag.com
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New television show “In Georgina”
Heather Fullerton, the Executive Director of the Georgina
Arts Centre and Gallery, is
hosting a new television program on Rogers TV called “In
Georgina”.
The program features local
events, people profiles, history
documentaries, environmental
discussions and information
relating to not-for-profit organizations.
According to Ms. Fullerton,

the program has something for
everyone and she encourages
local service clubs and organizations to contact her if they
would like their information
included on the program.
“In Georgina” can be seen 12
times a week on channel 10. A
full schedule of broadcast dates
and times can be found on the
Rogers TV website at:
www.rogerstv.com

Bill Fisch Chair of York Region
No surprise here...Bill Fisch
was acclaimed to his fifth term
as York Regional Chairman
and CEO by all nine mayors
and 11 regional councillors
who make up the 2010-2014
York Regional Council.
Upon accepting the position,
Mr. Fisch said the region does
not intend to sit on its reputation as a great place to live,
work and visit, but will spend
the next four years reinforcing
and improving it.
“We will be challenged with

difficult issues and we will not
always agree,” he said, “but we
will always act in the best interest of our residents knowing
that the information on which
our decision are based undergo
the highest level of scrutiny
imaginable through studies,
research and debate. Our
strength lies in our partnerships, in collaboration and our
collective wisdom.”
The first regular business
meeting of York Regional
Council took place on Dec. 16.

Wily the coyote in Pefferlaw

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu
James White of Klimek Blvd. in Pefferlaw snapped this photo
of a coyote on January 2 as it menacingly watched the antics
of his two Shih-tzu dogs inside his fenced yard.
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When the mountain won’t come to you...you build a mountain
A few years ago when Andrea Filby in Keswick was looking around for a children’s
party supplier to entertain at her daughter’s
birthday party, she wasn’t able to find a
local supplier and the quotes from out of
town companies included costly traveling
expenses.
And so, armed with an education in recreation and leisure services and a career as an
ECE and recreation co-ordinator, Ms. Filby
decided to take advantage of her professional skills and fill a void in her own community.
Today, she and partner Amanda McKenzie
run Parties and More, a full-service event
planning company that offers one-stop-shop
service from the planning stage to the actual
delivery of the event.
Her goods-on-the-shelf include planning
and executing events such as kids’ parties,
adult events, corporate events, glamour
photo shoots at seniors’ residences, nursery
school photo shoots, catering, bartending,
decorating and providing life-size, popular
children cartoon characters and mascots.
“The difference between us and them is the
broad range of services we offer,” Ms.
Filby said. “We custom build each event
and sometimes our customers will need us
to do more of one thing and less of another
but at least it is all there to be offered,” she
says.
Ms. Filby says her business philosophy as
an event planner is based on quality and
staying until the job is done right.
“We want everyone to be 100 per cent
happy or we are not happy,” she says. “I
want the event to be unforgettable and the
best experience possible. It has to be done
right and done to perfection. I’m a little
anal that way. It is all about the experience
for my clients and I don’t want people to be
unhappy because we rushed out.”
Working from her home office in Keswick,
she is able to juggle the demands of home-

life with two young
children and create
memorable event
experiences for her
clients at the same
time.
“I like working from
home and I like being able to stay home
with my own kids,”
she says, adding the
decision to run her
own business gives
her the chance to be
involved in fun and
exciting opportunities.
“I have always loved
kids and I love working with seniors. My
main thing is to see
them happy and to
see the look on a
kid’s face when one
of our characters
walks in.” She says
seeing the excitement on their faces is
the gratification she
gets from her job.
Local residents will
often see evidence of
Ms. Filby and her
partner when they
attend local events
such as the Easter
Egg Hunt at the Pioneer Village and the
Festival of Stories.
“We do travel but we
try and keep it in our
community. It’s all
about providing
great service for the
local community.”

Andrea Filby and her partner Amanda McKenzie often dress up
as cartoon characters for children’s events and can be seen here
with Lauren Blanchard (centre) dressed as a popular princess
character.
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Town of Georgina and Jericho
Youth Services are providing PA Day
Camps on Friday, January 14 and Monday, January 31 at the Pefferlaw Youth
Centre, the Sutton Youth Centre and the
Georgina Gym. The camp runs from
7:30 am to 3:30 pm and the cost is $30.
To register call the Town at (905) 4764301 or drop in at PYC or the Georgina
Gym to register in person.
The 4-H and Georgina-Brock Giants
Club are starting up again in 2011.
Youth interested in growing flowers and
giant vegetables are invited to come and
see what is planned for this year. First
meeting is January 16 at the Wilfrid
Community Hall at 1:30 p.m. Parents
are encouraged to stay for the meeting
and bring their cameras. Cost per member is $5. For more information contact
Chris and Tracy Shier at (705) 4377834.

Numerous works of art, museum artifacts, Sutton Curling Club items, NHL
masks, First Nation winter wear and
local hockey memorabilia are on display
until January 23.
The afternoon acrylics class at the
Georgina Arts Centre & Gallery is
hosting an art show called “First Impressions” from 1:00 to 3:00 pm on
Sunday, January 30.
The Beaverton Horticultural Society
is looking for auction items for their
Silent Auction fundraiser at the Lions
Winter Carnival on Saturday, February
5, 2011. The proceeds from the auction
will go toward the purchase of the hanging baskets and bedding plants to beautify downtown Beaverton. Donations
can be dropped off at the Beaverton
Town Hall, Friday, Feb. 4 between 1:00
and 4:00 pm. For pick-up call Barb
Jackson (705) 426-4394 or Cyndi
Schaffer (705) 426-2694.

The 2011 luncheons for Club 55 in
Pefferlaw will begin at noon on January
A Euchre Charity Fundraiser will be
18. Members and non-members welheld Saturday, February 5, 8pm at the
come.
Belhaven Hall. $20 per player.
Sutton Legion Branch 356 is holding a All euchre players are invited to assemble a team in support of leukemia and
traditional Robbie Burns Supper on
lymphoma research. Prizes, draws, reFriday, January 21. Haggis will be
piped in at 7:00 p.m. Scottish entertain- freshments and fun. Call 905-476-4942.
ment by the York Region Police Band
and dancers. Dance to follow with D U To promote your not-for-profit affair
Wanna Dance. Tickets $15 per person
or fundraising event, send the inforavailable at the Legion. For more infor- mation to Karen Wolfe at the Peffemation call (905) 722-3967.
law Post. Email:
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca
Don’t miss the “Winterlude” exhibit at Every effort will be made to include it
the Georgina Arts Centre and Gallery.
in an upcoming issue.

CLASSIFIED ADS
PEFFERLAW RIVERFRONT HOME
FOR RENT
Lovely 2 bedroom bungalow with
full basement, garage, appliances.
Walk to town. $1050 plus utilities.
References required.
Call (705) 437-1216
Eavestrough cleaning and protection system installed. Fast service
and reasonable rates.
Free estimates.
Call Eric (705) 437-4634 Pefferlaw
REPAIR SERVICE
FURNITURE & LIGHTING
Chair and table re-gluing. Damage
repairs. Lamp and lighting fixture
rewiring. Oil lamp restoration. 30
years experience. (905) 722-7722
APARTMENT FOR RENT
Apartment for rent with balcony at
89 High St. in Sutton.
No Smoking and no pets.
Call (905) 722-3640.
PEFFERLAW AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Supervised homework, crafts,
supper at 5:00 pm, games,
supervised play. Mon.—Fri. or part
time as required.
Call (905) 806-0658
SLR CAMERA FOR SALE
Canon Rebel XTi SLR camera with
lens, 2 batteries, software, manuals, computer and TV cables.
Asking $450. Call (705) 437-1216
FOR RENT
Small office space on main street
of Pefferlaw. Separate entrance.
Call (705) 437-2796.
FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES CONTACT KAREN AT (705) 437-1216
OR EMAIL: karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca

