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Sutton Curling Club looks to Town for financial assistance
After more than 70 years of providing
Georgina residents with an opportunity to
engage in one of Canada’s premier sporting
activities, the Sutton Curling Club is faced
with dwindling reserves and is looking toward the Town of Georgina for financial
assistance.
Curling Club member Ted Anderson told
council on February 12 that recent capital
expenditures on the building, such as replacing the roof and conducting renovations
to the compressor room, have taken a toll
on the club’s reserves.
He said even though the Club holds a
“generous lease agreement” with the Sutton
Agricultural Society, owners of the facility,
the Club is responsible for all maintenance,
repairs and improvements to the building.
“In short, we have ongoing demands for
capital funds to make and maintain the ice
and to provide the equipment which supports all those things,” Mr. Anderson said.
In recent years, members of the Sutton
Curling Club were required to find $55,000
to replace the roof. At that time, the Town
of Georgina and the club contributed
$10,000 each with the club obtaining a
$35,000 loan to complete the renovation.
Capital expenses have totaled $75,000 over
the past five years, Mr. Anderson said.
On February 9 the club held an emergency
general meeting and members committed
$50 each in donations to meet their immedi-

ate needs.
“The Sutton Curling Club has been a valued
member of the community for over 70 years
and has enjoyed providing a sports and social experience for children as young as
seven and seniors through to their eighties,”
he said adding, hundreds of volunteer hours
every year are donated by club members to
fulfill their seasonal operations mandate.
In addition to club membership dues, Mr.
Anderson described a number of fundraising campaigns designed to increase their
annual revenues. These include raffles,
50/50 draws, sponsoring bonspiels and fa-

cility rental fees. They have also designed
an introductory membership campaign in an
effort to attract new curlers.
“We emphasize that we are not a private
club and function like hockey, baseball,
soccer and other clubs which enjoy access
to the excellent facilities maintained by the
Town,” Mr. Anderson said.
The request for financial assistance was
referred by council to staff who were directed to meet with club representatives to
review the club’s financial statements and
deliver their funding recommendations during the 2014 budget negotiations.

Council reviews business park draft plans
Council bent a little bit forward in their
seats at their February 12 council meeting
as they reviewed an application for draft
plan approval for the long-awaited business park in Keswick.
Planning for the 109.2 hectare business
park fronting on the east side of Woodbine
Ave. and north of Glenwoods Ave. in Keswick goes back almost 10 years. But now
with the opening of the 404 planned for
later this year, activity to get serviced industrial lots in place is ramping up.
According to the Director of Planning and
Building for Georgina, Harold Lenters,
getting to this point has been a long and

complicated process involving three individual landowners, four levels of government, the OMB and numerous overriding
legislative plans such as the Green Belt
Plan, the Growth Plan, the Lake Simcoe
Protection Plan and the Provincial Policy
statement.
The three properties delegated for industrial development are owned by John Galluci who has submitted the draft plan of
subdivision under the names of: Glenwoods Development Inc., Woodglen Developments Inc. and Glenwoods Gateway
Investments Inc. The proposed industrial
Continued on page 3...

The Real Estate Market is Gearing UP!
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Buyer’s are shopping and there
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making a move, call me and I
can help you decide if it’s the
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Perfect timing
Anyone and everyone who pays
property taxes in Georgina
should be interested in the
budgeting process currently
ongoing at the Civic Centre.
At each council meeting, Mayor
Gross asks if anyone present
would like to make a presentation or comment on how they
would like to see their tax dollars spent.
Hardly anyone ever comes forward.
I find that quite peculiar since,
whenever I sit having a coffee
with my readers at a coffee
shop, most have a very strong
opinion on the matter of public
spending at the municipal level.
And so we should.
Tax levy spending at this level
of government is where Canadian taxpayers will feel the most
direct impact. Let’s face it, not
many of us will ever get to ride
in a Victorian class submarine
or a fighter jet. But we will feel
the impact of money spent or
not spent on public works,
emergency services and recreational amenities.
Mayor Grossi is also fond of
saying our municipal taxes must
rise in order to meet public demands but outside of the not-for
-profit groups, I never hear what
the public is demanding.
If you ever thought you should
take a stand on an issue for municipal spending, now is the
time. Not only is the budget
being prepared as I write this,
but it is an election year this
year and I’m certain those seeking re-election will listen attentively to your concerns.
And so, in an effort not to miss
this opportune window, I am
presenting my wish list to council:
One—We just have to get going
on an economic development
strategy to offer some relief for
the residential tax burden. This
perhaps is our most pressing
need and council needs to seriously consider moving a significant amount of money out of
other portfolios and into economic development. Not only

will it provide some tax relief
but it promises spin-off benefits
through increased employment
opportunities. This is a win-win
-win and the time is now.
Second—Sidewalks on Station
Rd. in Pefferlaw. This subject
has been raised numerous times
during the budgeting process
and each time it gets kicked off
the agenda. I’ve sat and
watched as other communities
get the benefit of sidewalks and
our need always gets ignored. I
don’t understand that.
Third—once the ice pad is repaired this spring, help us put a
roof over it with a good lighting
system. We don’t need it completely closed in, but a roof
would extend the skating season
and reduce the snow clearing
efforts.
And, now I invite you to follow
suit. Let the decision-makers
know how you want your tax
dollars spent. Copy me and I’ll
print them for you.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Council reviews business park plan

Woodbine Av
enue

Continued from page 1.
subdivision consists of 10 industrial blocks, two storm water management ponds, a
pumping station and a
greenlands block and associated buffers along the Maskinonge River.
The draft plan application was
submitted together with a number of studies including an Environmental Impact Study, a
Traffic Impact Study, a Hydrogeological Study and a Servicing Plan. The proponents submitting the draft plan for approval were represented at
council by their agent Matthew
Cory of Malone Given Parson
Ltd.
Mr. Cory told council the proposed plan was based on being
able to meet the needs of prospective users while at the
same time offering an acceptable design for approval.
“One of the challenges in planning this business park is there
is no economic sector yet established for it. So it is hard to
anticipate who the users are
going to be,” Mr. Cory said.
“So one of the challenges the
developer faces is trying to
maintain flexibility to allow
anyone to come in with a lease
impediment while at the same

time design a business park
that works,” he said.
The proposed design divides
the 109.2 hectares into three
stages of anticipated business
land users: Business Park I—
with frontage on Glenwoods
Ave. west provides highly visible space for more prestigious
users such as corporate head
offices or a hotel; Business
Park II—is similar to BP I in
use applications but would be
more desirable for smaller
business offices with frontage
on Woodbine; Business Park
III—which takes up most of
the central portion of the entire
lands, would not be used for
business offices but instead for
businesses requiring open storage space.
Although members of council
were excited to see the draft
plan submitted, staff announced there was still a lot of
work to be done on the file
including another public meeting.
Mayor Grossi was anxious to
move work through the process
as quickly as possible and suggested the use of outside consultants should the need arise.
However, he was assured that
current human resources at the
staff level were adequate.

 Life Insurance
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Tennyson Tidbits
A very Happy Birthday greeting goes out to Anne Hatton
who turns 80 on March 1.
Please join Anne and her
family and friends for an
Open House at the Sutton
Legion between 12:00 and
4:00 pm to help her celebrate.
And, our very best wishes
also go out to Elder Barb
McDonald from Georgina
Island who turns 80 on March
5. Congratulations Barb! It is
great to see you looking so
well.
Congratulations to all of our
Olympic athletes! I think they
all deserve to know how very
proud we are of their performances on the world stage.
Given all of the memorable
moments they gave us, there
are two that stand out for me:
1. Gilmore Junio, the rookie
speedskater who gave up his
place in the finals to veteran
Denny Morrison who fell
during the trials and went on
to win silver; 2. the act of

kindness by a Canadian coach
who offered a cross-country
ski to a Russian competitor so
he could finish the race before his home-town crowd.
We also want to send along a
birthday greeting to Jane
Clyde who celebrated her
special day on February 20.
Happy Birthday, Jane.
Congratulations to Ron Allen
who retired from MNR on
Feb. 21 and celebrated his
birthday on Feb. 26. Cheers,
Ron and enjoy the skiing!
If you have been spending
time digging up your family
roots, you should have been
at the General Meeting of the
Georgina Historical Society
on Tuesday, February 18.
Melissa Matt, the curator for
the historical archives located
at the Georgina Pioneer Village, provided a list of useful
sites and reading resources
for genealogy fans.

Four dogs lost in kennel fire

Four dogs perished on Monday, February 17 in a structure
fire at the Cantope Kennels on
Old Shiloh Rd. in Udora.
Fire crews were called to the
property at 3:50 p.m. and
found the kennel structure
fully engulfed in flames.
Although fire crews were able

to bring the blaze under control
by 4:40 pm, four dogs were not
able to be rescued.
A heating unit in the structure
is being looked at as a possible
cause and damage is estimated
at $20,000.00. Our condolences to the families who lost
their pets.

Smith Blvd. residents have had enough
Residents along Smith Blvd. in
Egypt are fed up and will be taking a petition to council next
month in an effort to control the
damage done to the road caused
by dump truck traffic travelling to
and from a commercial fill site
located east of Park Rd.
According to Ted Lyddiatt the
operation should be shut down at
least until the frost comes out of
Residents along Smith Blvd. aren’t happy
the ground and the road is rewith road conditions due to dump truck
paired.
traffic to and from a fill site.
“On an average day, it is about
eight to 10 loads every hour over
an eight hour day,” Mr. Lyddiatt says, was licensed by the Town of Georgina
adding that each triple axle truck with in 2012 and has a contract to deposit
a full load of fill weighs about 30 ton- 680,000 cu/m. of fill by 2016. The
nes.
Town has taken a $25,000 road foul“And once the frost starts coming out ing deposit and holds a $340,000 letter
of the ground it is going to be pretty
of credit as a municipal service fee if
bad,” he says.
needed for road repairs over the life of
The fill site, owned by Tom Beaton,
the contract.

Candidate wants corporate
election funding refused
Ward 5 candidate Jim Keenan, who is also
a United Church minister and board member for the North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance, will take a request to council on
March 26 and ask council to discourage
political donations from unions and corporations for candidates.
“In my deputation I will present arguments with respect to the negative impact
that the receiving of corporate or union
donations by candidates for municipal
elections has on the political process,”
Rev. Keenan says.
In a statement released to the media, he
cited a quote by a Political Science professor from York University. “The bottom
line is that developers want to elect councils that favour their own development
proposals and they spend accordingly.” (MacDermid).
“Voluntarily choosing not to take corporate and union money is a voter-friendly
initiative,” said Rev. Keenan. “The City of
Toronto and many other jurisdictions have
banned corporate and union financing of
elections with successful results. Still, in
many areas, including our municipality,
sometimes over half of all the money
raised in local campaigns comes from developers and that’s got to stop.”
Asked if the request should be extended to
non-government organizations (NGOs),
lobbyists or not-for-profit organizations,
Rev. Keenan said, “If you can’t vote, you
shouldn’t be able to influence the vote.”
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It ain’t over yet...
After close to three years of
legal wrangling, Georgina
builder Tim Danbrook will finally get his chance to defend
his ‘right to be heard’ when he
faces off against the Town of
Georgina at a Judicial Review
hearing on March 7.
Although this squabble began
over ‘lots of record’ and
whether they should or should
not be charged development
fees, for Mr. Danbrook it has
evolved into a matter of participatory rights, a duty of fairness
and his right to be heard.
He says the procedures council
followed when they passed a
bylaw to levy development
charges on ‘lots of record’ in
July 2011 were flawed and denied him an opportunity to be
heard on the issue—a right he
says is written into the Development Charges Act.
Development charges did not
exist in Georgina until 1991
when council decided developers of new subdivisions should
help build the infrastructure new
growth would require. Existing
vacant registered building lots
(lots of record) sprinkled
throughout the town were exempted in the bylaw passed in
1991 plus, each time after that
when the development charges
bylaw was updated.
Mr. Danbrook says ’lots of record’ were exempted because
property owners had paid property taxes all along and it was
recognized that they were not
benefitting from any of the services or infrastructure such as
roads, schools, emergency services, or recreational amenities.
But everything changed in 2011.
Council passed a revised development charge bylaw upping
their fees by as much as 87 per
cent for new developers and, for
the first time, applied these
charges plus an additional
$1,000 surcharge to building
permits for ‘lots of record’. It is
believed there are approximately
300 vacant lots in Georgina and
some have been paying taxes
with no benefit of service since
1915, Mr. Danbrook says.

The issue was addressed at a
Committee of the Whole meeting on June 20, 2011 with an
alliance of small builders in
attendance. Council deferred the
issue so staff could further consult with the developers and
were instructed to bring the issue back to council within three
weeks. The small builders present with an interest in the impact of the development charges
for ‘lots of record’ were told
they would be notified of the
date when the issue would came
back before council.
But Mr. Danbrook says none of
the small builders who attended
the meeting was notified despite
leaving their contact information
behind as requested.
In an affidavit signed by the
Town’s Treasurer, Rebecca
Mathewson, she states that
emails were sent “to each of the
individuals on the registration
list who had provided an email
address” and the Town fulfilled
its obligations by giving notice
to the public through newspaper
advertising and a website posting.
The development charges bylaw proposed on June 20, 2011
included an 18-month phased in
approach for ‘lots of record’.
However, when the bylaw came
back to council and was passed
on July 18, that concession was
removed and ‘lots of record’
were to be treated the same as
new lots created through new
subdivision agreements.
Since the bylaw came into effect
on July 19, 2011 and up until
October 30, 2013, the Town has
collected $1.6 million in development charges. The $1,000
surcharge on ‘lots of record’
was struck down during an
OMB appeal by Mr. Danbrook.
Mr. Danbrook says that since
the bylaw was adopted, he has
taken his case through three
legal actions in an attempt to be
heard.
He expects to be heard at the
Judicial Review on March 7 and
expects concessions for owners
of ‘lots of record’ to be acknowledged.
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Vintage Sled Show organizer Greg Fleming stands beside one of 22 entries in the
2nd Annual event in Keswick on Feb. 15.
Winning award went to a 1963 Arctic Cat
450 owned by John Taylor of Mt. Albert.

(L to R) Julia Konovalov, 5, her Mom,
Julia and sister Sacha, 2, enjoy a skate at
the Pefferlaw Ice Pad on family Day.

(Above) Sean Mauricette addresses
Morning Glory Public School students
with a presentation in recognition of
Black History month. “Our students left
his presentation feeling motivated and
inspired with a heightened understanding
of the many contributions of Black people
to Canadian society and around the
globe,” teacher Karen Mell said.
(Left) Play gets underway during the
2014 Winter Classic at the Pefferlaw Ice
Pad where six teams played off during a
two-day event on Saturday, February 22
and Sunday, February 23.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Lake Simcoe Gardeners feature topic “Starting
with Roses” will be held at
the Keswick United Church
at 7:30 pm on Mon. Feb. 24.
Come and watch the fun!
Perchin’ for MS will roll out
on Mar. 1 at Sibbald Pt. Provincial Park. Call (289) 2312132 for details.
The Georgina Ladies Fun
Baseball League wants you
to register for the upcoming
season. Mar. 6—Keswick Ice
Palace (6:30-8:30 pm); Mar.
8—Keswick Ice Palace
(11:00 am-2:00 pm); Mar.
9—St. Louis, Keswick (2:004:00 pm); Mar. 13—Lake
Simcoe Arms, Jackson’s
Point (6:30-8:30pm).
A World Day of Prayer is
being hosted at the Immaculate Conception Roman
Catholic Church in Sutton on
Fri. March 7 at 1:30 pm.
Everyone welcome.
The Georgina Arts Centre is
hosting a March Break Kids
Camp beginning March 10

with instructor Marie Redmond for ages 6-13. $160 for
the week includes snacks.
Call (905) 722-9587 to register.

event. Games, face painting,
silent auction and more. Call
(705) 437-4654.

On Mon. Mar. 24 the Lake
Simcoe Gardeners invite
And the Georgina Pioneer
you to “Garlic—Growing
Village will host a March
and Braiding” durong their
Break Camp beginning
meeting at 7:30 pm at KesMarch 10 for ages 7-12. The wick United Church.
five-day program includes
Join the South Lake Simhistorical fun and the ROC
toboggan hill. Call (905) 476 coe Naturalists Club for a
Nature Walk during Earth
-4301 ext. 2354.
Hour on Sat. Mar. 29. Meet
March Break Madness de- at 8:30 pm at Sibbald Park
scends upon a library branch main entrance.
near you. Call for details at
(905) 476-5762, 722-5702 or IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR
YOU? CALL OVEREATERS
(705) 437-1514.
ANONYMOUS. (705) 437The Georgina Brock Youth 1928 OR (705) 437-1307—
Giant Vegetable Club and Tues & Thurs 7:30 pm —
4H will meet on Mar. 16 at
Salvation Army Youth Centhe Wilfrid Hall at 1:00 pm. tre—20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across from No-Frills.
Shades of Hope Wildlife
Refuge in Pefferlaw is inviting you to get up close and
FOR SALE
personal with a flying demonstration at the Pefferlaw
FOR SALE
Lions Hall of eagles, owls,
3pc. snowmobile dolly
hawks and falcons on Mar.
set. $15.00 firm.
23 during a fundraising
Call (905) 830-2392

