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Anglers raise questions over ice rescue fees  
Georgina Council’s decision to impose ice 
rescue fees for individuals who disregard 
dangerous ice warnings and need assis-
tance on the lake has raised a number of 
questions from ice hut operators and an-
glers alike.  
Council passed recommendations on Mon-
day, February 11 to charge $410 per hour 
per apparatus, plus salaries, plus benefits, 
plus corporation overhead for an ice res-
cue—a price tag totalling approximately 
$1,500 per hour. 
The fee for an ice rescue would only come 
into effect when individuals ignore danger-
ous ice warnings posted by police services, 
fire services, the Lake Simcoe Conserva-
tion Authority or other agencies, the reso-
lution states.  
“This is specific to a rescue for someone 
who has deliberately put themselves in 
danger and not for someone who is being 
rescued because they actually need to be 
rescued because they have followed the 
rules relative to entering onto the ice,” 
Mayor Grossi said.  
But ice hut operators are questioning the 
validity of “dangerous” ice warnings by 
the various agencies.  
“If they are going to go by unsafe ice con-
ditions, who is monitoring that?” Steve 
Barber of Steve’s Fish Huts at Holmes 
Point Beach asked in an interview. “Are 

they going to come to every one of these 
landings around Lake Simcoe and deter-
mine whether it is safe or not?” he asked, 
adding the ice could very well be unsafe in 
Jackson’s Point, but safe at Holmes Point. 
“And I have never seen the police out here 
checking the ice—never,” Mr. Barber said.    
 “Isn’t that what our tax dollars are paying 
for?” Mr. Barber said. “When they issue 
warnings on our highways during a snow 
storm, does that mean they are going to 
charge people out in a snow storm when 
something happens?”  
Jerry Kucharchuk at Pefferlaw Fish Huts is 
also concerned about what ice on Lake 
Simcoe is deemed “dangerous” and what 
ice is actually safe.  
“It’s like saying don’t go to Toronto if 
there is a car accident. It is a big city and 
this is a big lake. And different parts of it 
are different,” he says. 
Mr. Kucharchuk says when something 
happens in Barrie warnings are issued to 
stay off  Lake Simcoe even though the area 
he operates in could have over 10 inches of 
ice. 
Sgt. Saito with the York Regional Police 
Marine Unit says the motto of the depart-
ment is, the ice on Lake Simcoe is never 
safe.  
“For us, it doesn’t matter what time of year 
it is, the ice is always dangerous,” Sgt. 

Saito said. “We deem the ice to be unsafe 
all season long. There is no such thing as 
safe ice.” 
He said the ice is not consistent on Lake 
Simcoe and one area might have 14 inches 
of ice but a pressure crack could open up 
and result in open water. “We would never 
recommend anyone venture out onto the 
ice, especially someone who doesn’t know 
what they are doing,” he said.  
Steve Richardson, Fire Chief for the Town 
of Georgina, says the fire department’s 
position mirrors the YRP statement. “Like 
York Regional Police, we deem that the 
ice is never safe on the lake. Conditions 
change too much throughout the year,” he 
said. “If there are warnings out about the 
lake, that means the lake is not safe in cer-
tain areas, but every situation will be 
looked at.”  
Both the Georgina Fire Department and 
York Regional Police have airboats which 
are considered to be the number one appa-
ratus used during ice rescues. However,  
victims of ice rescue operations are not 
charged if York Regional Police is de-
ployed, Sgt. Saito said.  
According to Patricia Nash, Clerk for the 
Town of Georgina, the ice rescue fees will 
come into effect once the by-law is passed, 
which may not be until March 25 of this 
year.  

Sales Representative 

Teresa Millar 
  

6 BEDROOMS!!!!!  

Call Teresa at  
(905) 722-3211 or you can 
visit www.teresamillar.com 

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. 

In this solid brick bungalow, 
with features like, open con-
cept layout, generous stor-
age spaces, sunroom, back 
deck, entrance from 2 car 
garage to the house, main 
floor laundry, fenced rear 
yard...and more! Listed at 
$359,000.00. Call me now to see this home! 
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Letter to the Editor 
I am writing this letter to bring 
closure to the events that have 
occurred throughout the last year. 
As many of you are aware, I re-
quested an investigation into the 
closed meeting proceedings of the 
Town Council and also a neutral 
third party investigation into the 
possible contravention of the 
Town’s Code of Conduct by 
Mayor Grossi. These investiga-
tions were requested: a) after be-
coming aware that the taxpayers of 
Georgina were funding a defama-
tion law suit with Mayor Grossi 
noted as the Plaintiff, b) to review 
the Town’s public information 
available on its website including 
agendas, minutes and decisions of 
Council together with the many 
articles in the local papers and 
Mayor Grossi’s actions in Council 
meetings open to the public.  
The results of the closed meeting 
investigation did reveal that Coun-
cil had made important decisions 
“behind closed doors” without 
ratifying these decisions in public 
session. The reality is that even 
though the investigation revealed 
they were not following the rules, 
there was no punishment or pen-
alty handed out. The public cannot 
be certain that this type of decision 
making will not occur again be-
hind closed doors as the public is 
not privy to the details of the mat-
ters being discussed in the closed 
meeting agendas or the minutes.  
With respect to the recent report 
issued by the Town’s Integrity 
Commissioner, I can only express 
my disappointment. Mr. Rust-
D’Eye did not investigate all of 
the matters that I requested. Dur-
ing my telephone interview, as 
well as in other correspondence to 
the CAO, I requested that Mayor 
Grossi’s actions in March 2012 
against William McClure of Geor-
gina also be investigated. I am not 
certain why Mr. Rust-D’Eye did 
not comment or investigate this 
request. In my opinion, the results 
of Mr. Rust-D’Eye’s investigation 
clearly demonstrate that even 
though the Town has a Code of 
Conduct, it is not worth the paper 
it is written on. Mr. Rust-D-Eye 
states there has been no formal 
application made before the courts 
as to a potential contravention of 
the Municipal Conflict of Interest 
Act, so he will not comment on 
this.  
I would just like to thank everyone 
who has supported me throughout 
the last year. Complete strangers 
have approached me in the grocery 

store, in the Town’s offices, have 
called me and have thanked me for 
standing up for what I believed in 
and for representing them. I have 
never purported to be an expert on 
municipal matters. I am a tax-
paying citizen who was not happy 
with the decisions made by mem-
bers of council and by the actions 
of our Mayor. I have attended 
many public meetings of the Town 
Council throughout the past year 
and educated myself and tried my 
best without any professional sup-
port.  
Our members of council are 
elected by the public to represent 
us and make decisions to benefit 
the residents of Georgina.  
The next election will occur in 
2014 and I ask that everyone re-
member how this council has re-
sponded throughout the past year. 
I urge everyone to participate in 
the next election and vote. My 
vote will be based on accountabil-
ity, integrity and honesty. It will 
not be based on who has been 
doing the job the longest.  
 

Kristina Toomey 
Keswick 
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Silver medalists return home  

Georgina council invited the silver medal Olympians who arrived 
home recently from the Special Olympic Winter Games in South 
Korea into council chambers on Monday, February 11 to ac-
knowledge their success at the games. The four Olympians, who 
won silver as members of Canada’s Floor Hockey Team after 
losing a “nailbiting” gold medal game to Team Bangladesh 2-0, 
were escorted in with an honour guard and each received a 
plaque  to commemorate their achievement.  
(Photo L to R) Jonathan Harding (Pefferlaw), Benjamin Harding 
(Pefferlaw), Neil Paul Segious (Keswick), and Jessica Porter 
(Keswick).   



Tennyson Tidbits 
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After 17 years of serving 
customers at the Udora Gen-
eral Store, Celia Taylor has 
retired. Family, friends and 
Sylvia and Mark, owners of 
the General Store, sent her 
off in grand style at a retire-
ment party at the Udora Hall 
on February 9. A word of 
thanks goes out to the volun-
teers who donated their time 
and food for the occasion. 
Special thanks to Denise 
Starr, Udora Leaskdale Lions, 
Tracey and Dave Schier and  
local band member, Stone-
man.  
 

Happy Birthday greetings on 
February 28 go out to Dave 
Clyde in Pefferlaw who 
could well be found celebrat-
ing his special day out on 
Lake Simcoe trying to catch 
“the big one”.  Is it really 
“70” this year, Dave?  
 

Hey Mike Jubb! I hear it is 

your birthday on February 28, 
too! Chances are we could 
see him out on the lake as 
well! Here’s hoping you have 
a good one no matter where 
you are!  
 
Even though the snow is cov-
ering your property right 
now, the Lake Simcoe Re-
gion Conservation Authority 
is inviting you to look ahead 
to spring and take advantage 
of their bulk tree seedling 
program by March 15. There 
is no minimum land require-
ment and a variety of native 
tree seedlings such as white 
pine, spruce, cedar, maple, 
oak, etc. can be purchased in 
bulk ranging in price from 
$0.56 to $1.25 per seedling. 
A minimum order of 100 
seedlings is required though.  
For information you can con-
tact Paul Cottenden at (905) 
895-1281 ext. 245.  
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Sixty attendees to Cedadvale Church of the Nazarene 
in Pefferlaw on February 14 were inspired by the 
story of new Mom Cyndi Desjardins (left) who had her 
hands and legs amputated in an effort to save her life 
after contracting necrotizing Pasciitis (flesh eating 
disease).  She is pictured here with Rev. Grant Ver-
doold (centre) and her husband Mark Willcox.  

Greg Fleming (left) and Nic 
Brown (right) show off a 1962, 
seven h.p. Ski doo at a Classic 
Snowmobile Show at the Or-
chard Beach Grill on Saturday, 
February 16. The machine, one 
of several snowmobiles on dis-
play, was once owned by Ted 
Leonard, considered the win-
ner of the first “official” snow-
mobile race in Canada. Mr. 
Brown purchased the machine 
from Mr. Leonard for $500 and 
has since restored it.  



A major street-level drug in-
vestigation in Durham Region 
and Pefferlaw has resulted in 
58 arrests, almost 300 charges 
and the seizure of $47,000 in 
drugs and three guns.  
The Durham Regional Police’s  
Drug Enforcement Unit (DEU) 
recently concluded a three-
month long undercover initia-
tive, dubbed Project Michigan, 
that targeted street-level drug 
trafficking throughout the re-
gion.  
Project Michigan took a large 
quantity of drugs off the street 
including cocaine, marihuana, 
hashish and heroin as well as 
prescription drugs such as oxy-
codone, Percocet, fentanyl, 
dilaudid and hydromorphone. 
Officers also seized two ille-
gally possessed handguns and 
one shotgun.  
Beginning in mid-October, 
2012, the DEU targeted spe-
cific areas and persons based 

on complaints from the public, 
as well as information supplied 
by Divisional officers. During 
the course of the investigation, 
19 search warrants were exe-
cuted from Oshawa north to 
Brock Township and Pefferlaw 
and the DEU arrested 58 peo-
ple who are facing a total of 
283 charges. 
Brock residents Daniel Creber, 
17, and Rene Stein, 46, to-
gether with Pefferlaw residents 
Christopher King, 27, Jason 
Kell, 27, Michael Coconis, 27,  
and Lawren Woodley, 28, have 
been charged with Trafficking 
Controlled Substance and Pos-
session of Proceeds Obtained 
by Crime Under $5,000 and 
Wendy Woodley, 55, has been 
charged with possession of a 
firearm knowing its possession 
is unauthorized, and posses-
sion of a restricted firearm and 
ammunition, and careless stor-
age of a firearm.  
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 Life Insurance 

Drugs and guns seized in raid 
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Family Day in Georgina   

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

Georgina was offering a host of activities 
for Family Day and chief among them was 
ice fishing, public skating and the ROC.  
(Top Left) Pefferlaw Ice Pad attracts syn-
chronized figure skaters. (Top Right) Rhy-
ann Coburn, 4, has this ice skating thing all 
figured out. (Bottom Left) The Thompson 
family from Orangeville sets out from Pef-
ferlaw Fish Huts to try their luck. (Bottom 
Right) Members of the Verbrugge family 
from Delhi got up at 5:00 a.m. to go ice 
fishing with Steve’s Fish Huts in Pefferlaw.  



February 28 is the deadline to order your 
tickets from the Georgina Arts Centre to see 
the New York Yankees take on the Toronto 
Blue Jays on Sunday, April 21. $42.99 in-
cludes the game, transportation, door prizes 
and a bobblehead! Call (905) 722-9587 for 
more info.  
 
The Arts Centre is also sponsoring “Anna 
Karenina” at the GEM Theatre in Keswick 
on Thursday, February 28 at 7:00 pm.  
 
The ROC is hosting its First Annual Rail 
Jam featuring DJ Jonny Chetty on Saturday, 
March 2 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Lots of 
prizes, giveaways and a park setup for both 
skiers and snowboards to strut their stuff and 
be judged! Registration is free but you must 
pre-register at (905) 476-4301 ex. 2296.  
 
Hospice Georgina will host their Annual 
Ladies Night Out event at the Lake Simcoe 
Arms on Wednesday, March 6 from 6:00 to 
9:00 pm. Enjoy dinner, a fashion  
show and browsing through specialty prod-
ucts by vendors. Tickets are $30. 
 
Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw holds its 

next monthly Community Dinner on 
Wednesday, March 6 at 6:00 pm. No charge.  
 
The Georgina Brock Garden Club will be 
featuring a “What’s New for 2013” discus-
sion at their next meeting on Monday, 
March 11 at 7:30 pm at the Wilfrid Hall. 
Everyone is welcome.  
 
March Break is just around the corner and 
the Georgina Arts Centre is hosting a camp 
on March 12, 13, and 14 from 9:00 am to 
3:30 pm for students  6 to 13+ years.  
 
St. Andrew’s United 
Church in Beaverton 
will host their An-
nual Pork BBQ on 
Saturday, March 16 
at 6:00 pm. Tickets 
on sale at Maxine’s 
in Beaverton.  
 
Keswick United 
Church is hosting 
their Candlelight 
Roast Beef Dinner on 
Friday, March 22 at 

7:00 pm. Call (905) 476-5532 to reserve a 
ticket. $22.00.  
 
And Knox United Church in Sutton will 
offer their International Dinner on Saturday, 
March 23. Dinner at 7:00. Call (905) 722-
3742 for tickets. $20.00.  
 
The Pefferlaw Arts and Crafts Club meets 
every Wednesday afternoon from 1:00 to 
4:00 pm and they are looking for new mem-
bers, especially quilters. Call (705) 437-
3818.  
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

 STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

 Coming Events & Announcements 


