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Frigid weather for Sno-Fest didn’t freeze spirits Ministry changes guidelines for mosquito program
The Ontario Ministry of the Environment
(MOE) has changed the guidelines for the application of the Bti mosquito abatement program offered in Pefferlaw. Instead of landowners who want their property treated having to
sign a consent form to opt into the program,
only landowners who do not want their property treated are now required to sign a form to
opt out.
According to Garry Harpley, Treasurer for the
Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers (PAR), the
change will mean that members of his association will no longer have to spend 200 to 300
man-hours every year trying to get absentee
landowners and uninformed residents to sign
opt-in forms.
“It will mean that people who don’t respond
because they don’t live here will have their
properties treated and most of those untreated
lands were the ones that needed to be treated,”
he said. “This is great news because we know
It was cold and it was windy but young and old braved the elements and had a
that 90 per cent of the people want the program
great time at the Town’s Annual Sno-Fest on Saturday, February 11.
and this way those areas will get treated.”
(Photos) (Top Left) Little Ciara Anders from Keswick catches a fish at the fish
Mike Baskerville, Engineering Manager for the
pond. (Top Middle) Taylor Filby, 5, from Keswick delights in a free cotton candy. Town of Georgina, said he is preparing to send
(Top Right) Four-year-old Samantha Manley from Keswick chomps away on a
letters out to residents within the treatment
hotdog. (Bottom Left) Skyla Thompson, 5, from Keswick gets out of the cold to sit zones which will detail the changes to the
and have her face air brushed. (Bottom Right) Marissas Howlett, 4, from Island
guidelines.
Grove gets a taste of maple taffy made on-site and provided by the volunteers of
Continued on page 8.
the Georgina Historical Society and Pioneer Village staff.

$294,000.00
For this in town location with water
and sewers. All brick home with
beautiful backyard! Gas heat and
central air, 3 bdrms, finished basement.
Call Teresa now to see!!!!
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Karen,
I have lived in Pefferlaw for
many years but have worked and
been politically active in other
areas of the GTA. So I have not
felt it appropriate to comment on
local political issues as I have
not been pulling my own weight
locally.
However, the current antics of
our local Town Council, with
respect to the lawsuit fiasco, are
so shocking that I feel dutybound to write the following
comments:
Re Town Pulls Plug on Law
Suit . . .(Feb. 10, 2012)
True, the taxpayers should not
be paying for our local councillors' legal shenanigans. But there
is something more fundamental
that also needs to be addressed,
in my opinion.
Does our Town Council believe
they have the right to continue maligning Mr. MacLean's
good name without their allegations being proven in court? He
is not a politician such as Mr.
Grossi, who, as the Supreme
Court of Canada has determined,
are subject to very public and
very broad criticism. Mr. MacLean is a private citizen, who I
also understand is not in good
health.
In their statement of claim
Grossi et al made all sorts of
terrible allegations about Mr.
MacLean's behaviour. Fair
enough, if you are going to hold
up your allegations in court. But
to sully his name by having the
details of their civil suit against
him widely publicized, and then
withdraw the suit without withdrawing the allegations, but
rather to continue to assert them,
is despicable.
Citizens who believe in the democratic process and basic human decency should consider
raising funds for Mr. MacLean
to make a counter claim against
his Worship and the rest of the
bunch.
I believe my point here is worthy of discussion in the community and therefore ask you to
publish my letter.
By the way, your paper is serving a very useful service to our
community. Thank you for pro-

viding an alternative to the York
Media Group in this area.
Rev. Jim Keenan
Pefferlaw, Ontario
The Mayor claims to be the
highest office in Georgina,
maybe the rarified air in his position is the explanation for his
actions.
Does the Mayor's job description
include personal unfounded attacks on a Town employee in the
press? Let’s not kid ourselves,
this is as personal as it gets.
The by-law to pay the legal cost
of the action to date should be
repealed retro and the taxpayer
should not be shelling out one
nickel. GROSSI speaks GROSSI
pays.
It is time for the councillors to
step up and have their own opinion instead of looking like BOBBLE HEADS every time the
Mayor speaks
Roy Stollard
Keswick
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Resident files for investigation of council
Keswick resident Kristina
Toomey has filed a request
with the Town of Georgina to
have an independent investigator delve into the procedures
followed by council members
during closed meetings that
were held to discuss the enactment of an indemnification bylaw.
Members of Georgina’s council were in no mood to discuss,
debate or respond to her deputation when she addressed them
on Monday, February 13 to
question their support of the by
-law to have taxpayers pay
legal fees for a now defunct
defamation lawsuit.
Instead, Mayor Grossi asked
CAO Winanne Grant to respond to comments raised by
Keswick disputant Kristina
Toomey. In her deputation,
Ms. Toomey requested the bylaw be rescinded and an investigation be conducted to determine if council breached the
Municipal Act or the Municipal
Conflict of Interest Act during
closed meeting deliberations.
She also asked Mr.Grossi to
reimburse taxpayers for legal
costs incurred to date.
“I submit that the enactment of
By-law 2011-0121 is not in the
best interest of the town nor
does it protect the residents.
This by-law is only in the best
interest of Mayor Robert
Grossi,” she said.
The by-law was enacted to pay
legal fees from the tax base for
a defamation lawsuit lodged
against former Director of Leisure Services, John McLean.
Although the lawsuit has been
dropped, the by-law is still in
effect and will remain so until
all legal bills are paid.
According to Ms. Grant, two
legal bills from the Town’s
solicitors Cassells and Brock,
have been received and total
$15,000.00.
“I do not have an invoice for
the month of December and I
do not have an invoice for the
month of January,” she said.
In response to Ms. Toomey’s

charge that the lawsuit was a
personal matter between Mr.
Grossi and Mr. McLean, Ms.
Grant admitted there was some
confusion on this issue.
“I think there is a belief among
some members of the community that it was a personal issue
between two gentleman and
this is being mixed up with the
fact that the plaintiff was an
identified person and not a corporation,” she said.
She agreed that no level of
government can bring a suit of
defamation against an individual but said because the lawsuit
was in Mr. Grossi’s name,
council had every right to ask
taxpayers to pay for his legal
fees.
“The plaintiff does need to be
an individual and there is case
law that is very clear that if that
individual is a public servant,
then the government has the
right to fund the claim which is
what this council made the
decision to do,” Ms. Grant said.
In an interview with Ms.
Toomey, she said she is determined to pursue her request for
an investigation. “We are doing
our due diligence on how to do
it properly,” she said. “We are
doing everything according to
the rules and regulations and
we are pursuing it.”
Ms. Grant said she is satisfied
that council acted appropriately
but invited Ms. Toomey to
consult the town’s website and
follow the procedures outlined
there to initiate an investigation. She also said without a
member of council making a
motion, getting it seconded and
getting it passed, Mr. Grossi
would not be required to reimburse the town for legal costs.
Mr. William McClure, a Keswick resident who started a
petition asking for the by-law
to be rescinded when it became
known that taxpayers would
pay the legal fees for the lawsuit, said he feels an obligation
to present the petition to the
clerk to ensure members of
council get to see it.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Extra! Extra! Extra! In case
you haven’t already heard,
Ken Fullbrook is no longer
doing the beer bottle returns
from his location on Hwy. 48
in Pefferlaw. Just drive a little
further north on the highway to
Stuff N Storage at 30958 Hwy. Congratulations to Grant Ver48. They have taken over the
doold and his gang at the
Youth Shelter for making
operation from Ken.
Valentine’s Day a special ocEven though the big lake isn’t casion for the homeless with
frozen and anglers have mostly dinner and a Sponge Bob valbeen restricted to perch this
entine message.
year, many have told me that is
not altogether a bad thing.
And, Happy Birthday wishes
They are saying it will give the also go out to Ron Allen who
sport fish a rest and a chance will blow out the candles on
to replenish their stocks.
February 26. Have a great day
Best belated birthday wishes
go out to Annie Burnie who
celebrated her 87th birthday on
February 7. We sincerely
hope you had a great day!

Ron.

February is a busy month for
the Clyde family in Pefferlaw.
Happy Birthday to Erin who
celebrate her birthday on February 9, Jill on February 18
Grandma Jane and Grandpa
and dad Dave who is getting
Ken send birthday greetings to set to blow out 69 candles on
Christine Neufeld who cele- February 28. Cheers to all of
brates her birthday on Feb. 24. you.
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New funding for new program
Georgina Trades Training Inc. all-day kindergarten in our
(GTTI) has received $250,000 elementary schools,” Ms. Sibin funding from the Ministry bald said.
“Although GTTI has partof Training, Colleges and
nered with several community
Universities (MTCU) to decolleges for previous proliver a Child Development
grams, this will be our first
Practitioner PreApprenticeship Training Pro- experience with Seneca Colgram in partnership with Se- lege. We look forward to this
neca College.
The 39-week, in-school
and on-the-job training
program begins on
March 5 and participants
who complete the program will receive apprenticeship level one
certification for a Child
Development Practitioner.
The program is fully
funded by MTCU and
students will experience
education upgrading and
MPP Julia Munro praises GTTI for
in-house training at both
bringing new program to potential
the Newnham Campus of
students in Georgina.
Seneca College at Finch/
Hwy 401 and the GTTI
new relationship and the refacility on Baseline Road in
Sutton. Transportation is be- sulting career opportunities
for the citizens of Georgina.”
ing provided by GTTI for
The announcement was made
students travelling to Newnham Campus for that portion during a GTTI-sponsored Apof their studies and on-the-job preciation Breakfast on Februtraining will be offered here in ary 9. During this event, MPP
Julia Munro told the audience
Georgina.
According to GTTI chair Bar- that the people in Georgina
bara Sibbald, the funding for would benefit from being able
to start the program close to
the new program will allow
the Training Centre to deliver home.
“I want to thank Georgina
the program to local particiTrades Training Inc. for creatpants.
“This is especially exciting as ing this program and for their
there are now more job oppor- continued commitment to
tunities in this field due to the meeting local education and
recently extended program for training needs,” she said.

Tel: (289) 803-6409
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Georgina readers going digital...fast
As readers start to double their requests
for e-books at Georgina’s libraries, Kelly
Bernstein, the e-branch librarian has been
increasing her e-book budget to satisfy
the demand.
“Our hard copy books are still going out
more than e-books but e-books are catching up faster than anyone expected,” said
Ms. Bernstein.
The e-book budget in 2011 was only
$2,000 but Ms. Bernstein expects to
spend $8,500 in 2012. Part of that budget
is Georgina’s membership in a library
consortium which gives e-book users the
opportunity to browse through a province
-wide e-book catalogue. The balance
allows her to purchase Georgina-only ebooks for her proprietary catalogue
which currently has approximately 600
titles.
To assist users in learning how to borrow
and download an e-book from the more
than 3,000 titles available to them, Ms.
Bernstein hosts e-book seminars at the
Peter Gzowski Library in Sutton.
“The seminar is free of charge and we
have been getting an average of 70 people at each event,” she says.
The how-to seminar discusses the various
digital reading devices and their compatibility with the library system. These include various brand name e-readers, digital tablets, cell phones and computers.
Using their library card number to sign
into the collection, users can borrow an ebook for up to 14 days. When the e-book
is downloaded, software is simultane-

ously downloaded which will automatically remove the user’s right to read the
book once the 14-day reading window
expires.
“On the 15th day, this software kicks in
and the right to read the book is not available any more,” Ms. Berstein said. “The e
-book is then listed as “available” again
on the catalogue.”
In an effort to ensure she is purchasing ebooks that reflect the reading trends of
Georgina residents, Ms. Bernstein says
she generates weekly and monthly reports of downloads across the province
and locally.
“If I see that a certain title has a long
waiting list, I will order more copies of
that title,” she said, adding, that she is
purchasing new titles every week.
Due to the fact that libraries loan out the
e-books on a regular basis, the cost to
purchase a digital copy can be higher
than a copy purchased by individuals.
Depending on the title purchased, the
library can pay up to $35 for a copy of an
e-book.
Ms. Bernstein says the popularity of digital reading devices is causing a paradigm
shift within libraries and
the e-book collection is
now viewed as another
library branch in Georgina. “In addition to the
Pefferlaw, Sutton and
Keswick branches, we
now have the e-branch,”
she said.

Cycling across Africa for Southlake
“As a health care proA young woman who
fessional I embrace the
grew up in Georgina
opportunity to help this
and is now a nurse at
marginalized group of
Southlake Hospital in
people recover in comNewmarket is cyfort and with the qualcling across Africa in
ity care services that
an effort to raise
they deserve,” Ms.
money for the hospiGoodwin says.
tal’s Mental Health
The tour will last four
program.
months and riders will
As part of Tour
d’Afrique, Rosalyn Rosalyn Goodwin be cycling between
150 and 200 km. per
Goodwin has joined is biking across
Africa to raise
day. Donations can be
70 other riders as
money for the
made by contacting
they travel from
mental health pro- Corinna Jones at the
Cairo, Egypt in the
Southlake Health Cennorth to Cape Town, grams at Southlake hospital.
tre Foundation (905)
South Africa in the
836-7333.
south—over 12,000 km.
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Mosquito program guideline changes

EXPERIENCED “IN-HOME”
PHYSIOTHERAPY
AVAILABLE!

Continued from page 1.
“We will be asking property owners to
note the important difference in the program this year. We will no longer be seeking their consent but will ask them to register their objection,” Mr. Baskerville said.
“If they don’t register an objection then it
will be assumed that they are giving us
permission.”
The mosquito abatement program uses Bti
(bacillus thuringiensis israelenis), an organic and biological larvicide that produces
a protein crystal which is toxic only to
mosquito larvae. The bacterium will be
applied to close to 3,000 acres of mosquito
breeding sites within the Pefferlaw/Port
Bolster area and for the past three years it
has been effective in eradicating 90 and 98
per cent of the mosquito population in the
treated areas of the program.
In the past, aerial delivery of the granule
material has been applied using both fixed
wing airplane and helicopter and smaller
breeding sites along ditches are treated
with a liquid medium using back packs.
Mr. Baskerville said the Pefferlaw area
mosquito abatement program is in its second year of a four-year contract with

Pestalto Environmental Health Services.
He expects the milder weather this winter
may require an earlier start to the program
which traditionally begins by mid-April.
Mosquito larvae go through four stages of
development and in order for the treatment
to be effective, it must be applied between
the third-and fourth-stage of development.
Pestalto staff will conduct pre-treatment
dip tests to determine the most optimum
window within the development stage to
begin treatment.

Protected Area
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Old Age Security changes coming
within a year
York Simcoe MP Peter Van
Loan says his government is
planning to make changes to
the Old Age Security program
to ensure that it is sustainable
and available for future generations.
“In 1975 there were seven
working taxpayers for every
senior. Today there are only
four working-age Canadians
paying taxes to support each
senior. By 2030, the total numbers of seniors will nearly double, leaving only two workingage Canadians to support each
senior,” he says.
Mr. Van Loan says increases
in retirees, longevity and inflation rates within 20 years will
triple the cost of Old Age Security.
“Amidst these changing demographics, the annual cost of the
Old Age Security program is
projected to increase from $36
billion in 2010 to $108 billion
in 2030.
But Liberal critics don’t hold
with these projections.
According to Scott Brison, MP
for the Liberal Party, there is
no pressing need for change as
Old Age Security is sustainable beyond the year 2082.
“Payments today cost 2.4 per
cent of our national GDP.
When the Boomers max out in
2031, that percentage will
climb to 3.1 per but then drop
off again,” he says.
Although vague on exactly

what the plan will look like,
(and increasing the eligibility
age to 67 has not been ruled
out), Mr. Van Loan says current pensioners will experience
no change and neither will
those “who are approaching
retirement in the near future.”
When asked what
“approaching” means, Mr. Van
Loan said, “We still haven’t
made final decisions. We are
setting up the parameters of the
debate,” he said. “There are a
whole range of options to look
at if you are talking about
changing the age.”
He says his younger constituents are in favour of changes
that will ensure the Old Age
Security system is available to
them.
“What we are doing is a longterm effort here, it is not an
immediate one but one that
over the long-term will ensure
the benefits we have today are
still available 10, 20 or 30
years from now.”
When asked when Canadians
can expect changes to the current OAS program he said he
expects it would be “sooner”
than a year’s time.
“My expectation is that something will be implemented after we’ve had a chance for
Canadians to discuss it, look at
alternatives and policy solutions that will ensure we have
a system that is viable.”

 Life Insurance
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Dalt Mercer turns 80
A special tribute
to a man who has
spent his life educating youth and
taking a leadership role in his
community as a
volunteer was
held at the Egypt
Hall on Sunday,
February 19.
Former Sutton
High School gym
teacher Dalton
“Dalt” Mercer
received hundreds of guests
and well wishers
on the occasion
of his 80th birthday and was presented with congratulatory certificates from all
three levels of government.
(Top Photo) MP Peter Van Loan (left), Ward 5 Councillor Brad
Smockum (left centre) and Ward 4 Councillor Ken Hackenbrook (right) present certificates of congratulations to Dalt
Mercer (right centre).
(Bottom Photo L to R) Education Trustee Nancy Elgie was on
hand to offer her congratulations to Dalt Mercer who was also
a fellow student of hers at Queen’s University.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Visually impaired hockey team to play
members of Georgina Fire Department
Fred Crittenden (left) and
Ward 4 Councilor Ken
Hackenbrook (right) got
together to remind residents of the upcoming Annual Ice Owl hockey game
that will take place at the
Sutton Arena on Sunday,
March 11. The visuallyimpaired hockey team
from Toronto will face off
against members of the
Georgina Fire Department
at 2:00 p.m. to help support two local charities.
The game is played with a hollow plastic puck filled with nuts
and bolts and hardware that rattles and hisses as it travels across
the ice. The puck is the critical difference that allows a group of
visually impaired hockey-loving Canadians to play the country’s national game.
Monies raised this year will benefit the Georgina Historical Society and Hospice Georgina. Tickets are $2.00 each or $5.00 per
family.
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Yes!!! Bus service throughout Georgina at last...until March 18—but use it or lose it
From now until the 18th of March residents in Pefferlaw, Keswick and Sutton
will be able to travel between those three
communities free of charge on a YRT/
Viva bus. The three-day-a-week schedule
begins Friday evenings and runs through
the weekend until Sunday evenings
(including holidays) and will stop at six
locations where passengers can board and
disembark along the way.
But, according to Mayor Grossi, it is a use
it or lose it situation.
“It’s a huge victory. However, if it’s not
used over the next two months it will be
hard to get the region to continue to fund
it,” he said.
The service, known as “Route Navigator
59 The ROC”, was introduced to accommodate customers travelling to the Recreational Outdoor Campus in Georgina but
Mayor Grossi said he supports the idea of
residents using it to shop, to get to the Ice
Palace or other Georgina destinations.
The temporary bus service began on February 10 and allows residents from Pefferlaw in the east to Keswick in the west to
travel to the new Recreational Outdoor
Campus, the Sutton Arena, the Georgina
Ice Palace or the Pefferlaw Lions Hall.
The buses will run every 90 minutes
(approximately) from each of the six stops
along the route. For example, residents in
Pefferlaw wanting to travel to Keswick on
a Saturday can catch the bus at the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre every 90
minutes starting at 10:17 in the morning
until 10:49 at night. Stops along the way
include Virginia at Virginia Blvd., High
and Middle Street in Sutton, Metro and
Kennedy Rd. in Willow Beach, the ROC,
and finally, the Georgina Ice Palace in
Keswick. One complete trip end to end
will take approximately 45 minutes.
Although the service is a seasonal service

which ends on March
New Georgina YRT/Viva Bus Route 59 “The ROC”
18, Rick Leary, General
Manager of Transit for
YRT said a review of
the ridership during this
period will help determine if it should become a permanent transit fixture.
“If it was used everyday
by hundreds of people it
would allow us to reassess it rather quickly.
The unfortunate part is, the first weekend it 668-3978 or visit www.yrt.ca and click on
didn’t get as much use as we would have
the “Schedules and Maps” navigator buthoped,” he said.
ton on the top bar, then Route Navigator
A complete schedule detailing hours of
from the fly-out menu, find Route 59 and
operation at each stop both eastbound and download the two page pdf.
westbound can be found by calling 1-866-
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Coming Events & Announcements
spring early at this one-day Stained Glass
Garden Stones Workshop on Saturday,
March 3 and then again on Saturday,
March 17. Classes are from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. and cost $50. All materials will
be supplied. Call Suzanne at (905) 535Calling all jazz musicians for a Jazz Jam on 0393 for details and location.
Sun. February 26 at 4:00 p.m. at Christ
Church in Roches Point. Drums and key- Don’t be late on Sunday, March 4 when
board provided. Call John at (905) 954Knox United Church in Sutton hosts a Bar5360 for information.
bershop Concert by the “Suburban Aires”
Keswick United Church is hosting a Pancake Breakfast on Sat. February 25 from
8:00 to 11:30 a.m. 177 Church St., Keswick. Adults $6, children 6 and under $3.
Call (905) 476-5532.

Check out the End of the Road concert by
John Prince at St. Paul’s Church in Leaskdale on Sunday, February 26 at 2:00 p.m.
$20 per person.
Lake Simcoe Gardeners invite you to their
monthly meeting on Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. at
Keswick United Church. Topic: Protecting
Our Drinking Water. Call (905) 476-3000.

at 2:00 p.m. Tickets $10 at door.
The Georgina-Brock Garden Club invites
you to their meeting at the Wilfrid Hall on
Monday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m. Guest
speakers Marie & Gordon Barnes will
speak on Seeds of Diversity. Seeds will be
available at the meeting and gardening
questions will be discussed. It’s time to get
those seeds started. Call (705) 437-4366.

Cornerstone Pentecostal Church in Keswick is promoting their youth programs for Bring your resume and dress for success at
youth from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Call the 6th Annual Georgina Trades Training
(289) 264-3263 for details.
6th Annual Job Fair and Community Resource Event. Go to the Georgina Ice PalClub 55 in Pefferlaw is hosting a Bid
ace Hall on Tuesday, March 13 from 1:30
Euchre at the Pefferlaw Lions Community p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and explore job opportuCentre at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 3. nities.
Perchin for MS—the premier ice fishing
event to support Multiple Sclerosis will be
held at Sibbald Point Provincial Park from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, March
3. Call (905) 476-1874 for details.
Beat the winter “Blahs” and welcome

The Georgina Pioneer Village is hosting a
March Break Mini Camp on March 13 and
March 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for
kids age 7 to 12. Activities include crafts
and fun at the ROC toboggan hill. $35/day
or $62 for both days. Call Melissa at (905)
476– 4301 ext. 284.

The Virginia United Church presents
“Forty Shades of Green”—a St. Patrick’s
Day celebration featuring the music of BonAccord on Sat. March 17 at 7:00. Call
(705) 437-3939 for details.
Support “Dine for a Cause” for Hospice
Georgina at Boston Pizza on Monday,
March 26 at 6:00 p.m. Great food,
pubstumpers “Trivia” and prizes. Tickets
are $25. Call (905) 476-8827 for more information.

CLASSIFIED ADS
APARTMENT FOR RENT
89 High St. Sutton with balcony and laundry.
Non-smoking, no pets. Call (905) 722-3640.
FREE — Upright antique piano. Ivory keys.
Moving and unable to take it. You move.
Call (705) 437-4610.
FOR SALE
Solid oak dining room suite. Six chairs (2
captain). 2 leaves (one at each end), buffet
and hutch. Dining room table is 42 inches by
93.5 inches with both leaves. Asking $500.
Call (705) 437-4610.
FOR SALE
1999 Honda Civic SE. 179,381 km. Original
owner. Excellent condition. Asking $2,700.
Call Carol (705) 437-3618.

