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Pefferlaw residents must give written permission for mosquito control
If residents in Pefferlaw want to be able to
enjoy outdoor living this spring and summer without swarms of mosquitoes invading their space, they must give their approval in writing to have their property
treated with a biological larvicide known
as Bti.
The Bti program has been delivered to the
Pefferlaw and Port Bolster areas for the
past two summers without written approval
by the homeowner. Instead, homeowners
not wanting to have their properties treated
were required to make their objections
know to municipal staff managing the program.
This year however, authorization forms
have been sent to over 1,600 property
owner in the intended treatment area asking for written permission to treat their
property.
“The majority of the residents must respond and particularly those with the large
tracks of wetlands for this to be effective,”
said Mike Baskerville, Engineering Manager for the Town of Georgina. “If the
response is not there then I suspect that we
would have to rethink even attempting to
carry out the program.”
The consent forms must be signed and
returned to the town offices by the end of
February. Program boundary maps, public
notices and consent forms can be found on

Listed at $99,000.00

the Town of Georgina website.
Bti, (bacillus thuringiensis isrealensis) is a
biological larvicide that is found in nature
and as such, various varieties of the bacteria are approved by Health Canada for use
by organic farmers for pest control.
As a municipal mosquito control abatement product, Bti is toxic only in the stomachs of mosquito larvae and is said to have
no negative impacts on other insects, honeybees, fish, birds or mammals. A Health
Canada fact sheet on the product says Bti
biodegrades within hours after it has been
applied through exposure to sunlight and
microorganisms.
“The Pefferlaw area is exposed to more
than 1,600 acres of mosquito breeding sites
and without this mosquito control abatement program, spring and summer hatches
result in an unbearable situation for most
residents,” says Megan Keith, president of
the Pefferlaw Association of Rate payers
(PAR).

According to Ms. Keith, the Ontario Ministry of the Environment will issue a permit to allow the Bti program to be delivered. However, the 2010 permit requires
the written approval of property owners
where the Bti is to be applied.
In previous years, the Ministry allowed the
Town of Georgina to supply a list of objectors. However, pursuant to the Pesticides
Act, written consent is in fact required.
“For the past two years the Ministry has
given us an exemption,” Mr. Baskerville
said. As the forms are returned, they are
being catalogued and referenced on a map
for program planning purposes.
The cost to taxpayers for the program in
2009 was approximately $89,000 but
council recently approved an additional
$10,000 to extend the traditional spring
program beyond May 15 to June 30. The
additional cost will provide for additional
monitoring and Bti applications via back
pack.

Questions or Concerns?
Property owners can access information on Bti as a municipal mosquito and
black fly control product from the Health Canada website at:
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/cps-spc/pub/pest/_fact-fiche/bti/index-eng.php
For information on the Town of Georgina program, visit their website at:
www.townofgeorgina.ca (under Public Notices).
Property owners can also contact Mike Baskerville at the Town of Georgina
(705) 437-2210 or Megan Keith at PAR (705) 437-4409.

Empty Nesters Wanted!
Here is your chance to downsize...well
maintained adult community. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, spacious layout. 1
1/2 car garage and paved driveway.
Use of pool, tennis courts and private
clubhouse.

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract

Sales Representative

Teresa Millar
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Your approval is a “must”
As a long time resident of Pefferlaw, I know how unbearable
the spring and summer can be
with no mosquito control program. I used to have to run to
my car with my two children
in my arms covered in blankets
to protect them from clouds of
these blood sucking insects.
Getting back into the house
was always a challenge too
because they either followed
us in or were camped out on
our clothing. One morning, I
went in to pick up my infant
son from his crib and his body
was so covered in mosquito
bites, I was convinced he had
the measles.
I never want to go back to
those days. Mosquito repellent
was a staple in our house and
we would rarely venture out
without it—even though we
complained bitterly that it
never worked anyway. The
joke around town in those days
was “our mosquitoes are so big
they have to bend down to bite
you.”
Today, we have an alternative
and it is one that reduces our
dependence on mosquito repellents and prevents us from
becoming prisoners in our own
homes.
The Bti mosquito abatement
program began in Pefferlaw in
2008 and was noticeably successful in ridding us of these
pesky biters. For the past two
years, no more than 25 property owners objected to having
their properties treated with Bti
and many of those were nonresidents.
This year, the MOE permit is
requiring property owners to
sign an authorization form to
have their properties treated
and let’s be clear—if the majority of people don’t respond
favourably, this program will
get cancelled.
Health Canada has published a
consumer product safety fact
sheet on Bti and and its use as
a mosquito control product. I
encourage everyone to read it

if you have any concerns about
the safety of the product. It can
be downloaded from their site
at www.hc-sc.gc.ca/cps-spec/
pubs/pest/_fact-fiche/bti/indexeng.php
Among other references to the
safety of Bti, the fact sheet
states: “Since 1982, Bti has
been used successfully worldwide as a biological pest control agent to combat mosquitoes and black flies. The fact
that Bti is a naturallyoccurring, widely-distributed
organism in the environment
means that the average person
would have multiple exposures
to this bacterium throughout
their lifetime, even if they
never came in contact with a
formulated product.”
That is good enough for
me...bring it on!
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Residents request Pefferlaw Library
hours to be restored
A number of Pefferlaw and
Udora residents attended a
Georgina Library Board meeting at the Pefferlaw Library on
Thursday, February 18 and
asked the board to not only
restore lost hours but to consider opening the library on
Saturday mornings.
Wendy Hartman, an avid user
of the Pefferlaw Library, was
concerned when the board implemented a pilot project last
summer which led to a reduction of hours at the Pefferlaw
Library so the Keswick Library
could open for three hours on
Saturday mornings.
“I am here to tell you about
some of our concerns about the
pilot study that is operating
here and to ensure that you are
aware of some of the issues
that we have experienced since
this pilot project unfolded,” she
said.
Ms. Hartman told the members

of the library board at the meeting that “our facilities should
be open when people are in
their community. There are a
lot of people who are commuters and they can’t always come
during the week,” she said.
Margaret Burrows from Udora
took the opportunity to remind
the board of the unique needs
of residents who live in the east
end of Georgina.
“Ward 5 is a huge geographical
area and I think you have to
have special consideration for
the resources here. And, I think
taking away hours really was
not insightful on the part of this
committee.”
Library board chair Paul Nichols thanked the residents for
offering feedback but said no
decision would be made regarding the library hours until
the pilot project ended in April
and staff prepared a report detailing the results of the project.
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Good fun at “Take a Kid Ice Fishing”
More than 115 people ventured out on
Lake Simcoe on
Saturday, February
13 to try their luck
in the “Take a Kid
Ice Fishing” event
held 1.5 km. offshore from Peninsula Resort in Pefferlaw.
Ministry of Natural Resources
staff member Ron Allen (left)
explains to first-time ice fishing
angler Chelsea Dummer, 9, from
Pefferlaw how to jig for the big
one.
Although the kids didn’t slay the
fish this year, they did catch a
few perch and had a great time
out on the ice with Mom and
Dad and over 28 volunteers
helping to host the event.

Four-year-old William Belden
from Pefferlaw gets comfortable in a lawn chair as he
stakes out a hole.

Volunteers equipped with gas
augers cut dozens of holes
through 18 inches of ice for
kids to get an authentic experience ice fishing.

“Hey Mom, I think I
caught something!”
It took this little guy
about three seconds
to sink his hook into
his Mom’s carry-all
and Mom about 10
minutes to get it
free.
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Record crowd turns out to enjoy Georgina’s Snofest
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And a great time was had by all! An
estimated 4,000 people came out to
take part in the free food and free activities at Georgina’s Snofest on Saturday, February 13. The kids enjoyed
trying their hand at curling, hockey,
basketball, beach volleyball, dog sled
rides and much, much more. “I wanted
to put the focus on sports because of
the Olympics,” said Robin McDougall, Leisure Services coordinator at
the Town of Georgina.
(Photos) 1. William Sanuik, 16, from
Keswick shows his expertise as a
goalie stopping shots from an automated puck thrower.
2. Many lined up
to experience
their first dog
sled ride.
3. A Snofest favourite—an authentic sleigh
ride.
4. A new feature
at Snofest this
year was curling
for kids.
5. Hunter Southwell, 8, from
Willow Beach
tests his hockey
skills.
6. Georgina Historical Society
demonstrates
how maple taffy
is made.
7. This sleeping
beauty, Nevaeh
Moulton, 9 mo.
from Keswick
gives it all a pass
in the homemade sleigh her
grandpa made for
her.
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Georgina Island’s Annual Winter Carnival

It was family fun for all last weekend on Georgina Island during
their Annual Winter Carnival. Photo above, Owen Charles, 3,
and Mackenzie Beelby, 7, show off their poker hands in the
Poker Run. Photo below, Akira Daigle, Ava Charles and Maddie
Beelby release and urge on their favourite minnow in a classic
minnow race.

Sutton man sentenced to two years
Trevor Middleton, the 23 yearold Sutton man found guilty of
four counts of aggravated assault and two counts of criminal
negligence causing bodily harm,
was sentenced to two years less
a day in jail on Friday, February
12.
When passing down the sentence, Judge Alfred Stong said
the early morning events on
September 16, 2007 which left a
26 year-old Toronto man with
permanent brain damage was
partly racially motivated.
York Regional Police have confirmed that there was an emotionally-charged altercation at
the courthouse after the sentence was read but no formal

charges were laid.
During Mr. Middleton’s trial,
which lasted two weeks, the
court heard how Mr. Middleton
rammed his vehicle into the rear
of a car causing two men to be
ejected, one of whom suffered
life-altering injuries. The attack
was preceded by an altercation
at Mossington Bridge in Jackson’s Point where Asian anglers
had been fishing.
Mr. Middleton was also given a
10-year driving prohibition and
was placed on three years probation following his release. He
must also perform 240 hours of
community service following
his release.
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Ice Fishing Championships

Above: Event organizer Rocky Madsen (left) and Mayor Rob
Grossi (right) congratulate the team entry from Quebec, Conrad
Hadlock (left centre) and Mike Charby (left right) upon winning
the 2010 Canadian Ice Fishing Championship.
The winning team at the Cana- scoring couple and also claimed
dian Ice Fishing Championship the $5,000 second prize in the
last weekend was Team Quebec overall team event.
Chad Allen and Jason Howes
from West Bolton in Quebec.
came in third and won $3,500.
Team members Conrad HadA total of $25,000 in cash
lock and Mike Charby caught
prizes was awarded to 10
15 perch with a combined
weight of 7.08 lbs. and won the teams.
$10,000 pay out for first
prize.
Joe Adragna was the top
scoring male in the event
and also won the Largest
Lake Trout category with his
31 inch catch on Sunday. His
fish was one of only five
caught that day. This was
the third time Mr. Adragna
has won this event.
Rhonda Hamilton was the
Rhonda Hamilton and husband
top scoring female at the
John, pick up second prize and a
event with a score of 396.
Mrs. Hamilton and her hus- prize for highest scoring couple.
band John, were also the top Mrs. Hamilton also claimed top
female prize.

Cannington’s Annual Dog Sled Races

The annual dog sled races in Cannington are one of the best
two-day family events of the season. Organized by dozens of
volunteers, it draws competitors and exhibitors from across
Canada. Above left, Alaskan Malamutes Freya and Loki get
ready to pull musher Jen Bristol in a race. Above right, an
entry in the 4-mile skijoring competition on Sat. Feb. 20.
This Metis
exhibit featured a taste
of Metis cuisine and crafts
with demonstrations featuring Metis
culture in
Canada.
And, what is a
winter carnival without a
horse drawn
wagon ride
through town
to see the entries in the ice
sculpture competition?
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Tennyson Tidbits

Ooops, I goofed!
In reporting on the budget
negotiations in the February
10 issue of the Pefferlaw
Post, I reported that council
had approved an $8,500 request for funding to the
Learning Centre of Georgina.
In fact, council denied that
request. I apologize for this
error and any inconvenience
this may have caused.

John Snelgrove in Pefferlaw
is determined to encourage the
railway to fix three Pefferlaw
level railway crossings.
Mr. Snelgrove has distributed
several copies of a petition to
retail outlets in Pefferlaw giving residents an opportunity to
show their support for this
endeavour.
Mr. Snelgrove says the three
crossings, one on Pefferlaw

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Rd., one on Old Homestead
and another on Weir’s
Sideroad, are in terrible shape
and need to be brought up to
acceptable safety standards to
avoid potentially dangerous
situations.
As reported in the last issue,
owners of the ladies’ fashion
store in Keswick known as
Threadz, were excited about
moving to a new location in
March. However, Lynn Mallais tells me that they will not
be moving as planned to the
former Keswick Home Hardware store. So for now, the
store will remain on Lake Dr.

for a family.
Congratulations to Gladys
McKinney from Willow
Beach who turned 80 on February 21. Mrs. McKinney
celebrated with family and
friends at a party at the Sutton
Legion last Sunday.
We also extend our best
wishes to Alex Hackenbrook
who turned 16 on February 23
and Connor Hackenbrook
who turns 11 on February 24.
Cheers to you both.

Happy Birthday wishes go out
to Ron Allen from Jane, Ken,
Debbie and Shannon. Ron will
Heather Fullerton at the Geor- celebrate his big day on Febgina Arts Centre in Pefferlaw ruary 26. The family would
also like to send the best
tells me they need the smallsized empty plastic water bot- wishes to Jane Clodd whose
birthday is on February 25.
tles for a craft during March
break when the centre will be
Grandma and Grandpa Shier
conducting KidArt Camp.
would like to wish Abbie
Empty paper towel rolls and
Shier a very happy 4th birthtoilet paper rolls are also
day which she celebrated on
needed.
February 14.
The Ice Owls are coming to
We send our sincere condothe Sutton arena again this
year to take on the coaches of lences out to the friends and
family of Lori Anne Marché,
the Georgina Minor Hockey
49, who passed away on Febleague. As a fundraising
event, this year the Georgina ruary 10. Ms. Marché is surFood Pantry will be the bene- vived by four children and
eight grandchildren, her parficiary of all proceeds. The
ents Carroll and Arnie Hall,
event will take place at 2:00
sister Dana Hall (nee Tunney)
p.m. on Sunday, March 14.
and brother, Jim Dunlop.
Price is $2 per person or $5
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Knox United Church donates new freezer

Smiles all around as Georgina Food Pantry supporters and volunteers accept a
brand new 20 cu. ft. freezer donated by members of Knox United Church in Sutton. The freezer was purchased from Bodley’s Furniture and Appliances in Pefferlaw and will replace an old energy guzzler at the food bank facility on High
St. in Sutton.
Pictured above from left to right are: Gaile Statkus, Alf Judd, Linda Doyley,
Judith Carson-Kinsella, Elaine Houghton, Carol McCraken and Sonny Pennington.
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Check out Georgina on Flickr
Tom Zsolt, a local Canadian
photographer has set up a webbased home on Flickr for residents to host and store their
favourite images of Georgina.
Called “The Georgina Township Collection”, Mr. Zsolt said
the site is for creative and
documentary photographs of
Georgina.
“It is meant to be a record of
the town’s landscape, streetscapes and history. I want the
site to collect a body of work
that captures the nature, the
history and the beauty of Georgina, including its people,” Mr.
Zsolt said.
Mr. Zsolt is inviting residents
to join and participate in the
collection with images they
would like to share with the
community.
“It is not intended for family
shots unless they are of a his-

toric nature,” Mr. Zsolt cautions.
To participate in the collection,
visit www.flickr.com/groups/
georginatownship/
Anyone can join and Mr. Zsolt
hopes that this electronic depository of Georgina photos
and images becomes a record
of its past and the present.
“It allows anyone in the world,
and certainly in Ontario, to
click on to the site and understand what the township holds.
It is a collective of the historic
beauty of the town.”
Even though the site has only
been up for a week, Mr. Zsolt
says many beautiful shots taken
from within Georgina have
already been posted.
“There are a lot of beautiful
colour landscapes, a lot of
black and white photography
and churches already there.”

Pancake Tuesday at St. James Hall

St. James Anglican Church
members held their Annual
Pancake Fundraiser on Tuesday, February 16 at the St.
James Hall in Sutton.
Dozens of residents filled the
hall for a feast of sausage,
pancakes, juice and cake that
was donated by Sobey’s in
Sutton.
Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake
Tuesday as it is more commonly known, is the last day

before the beginning of Lent
on Ash Wednesday. Pancakes
have become a culinary icon
on this day as they represent
rich foodstuffs such as eggs,
milk and sugar which are traditionally given up for the 40day lenten season.
Pictured above are: (Left to
Right) Lorraine McCallum,
Peggy Kernohan, Kim Gollinger and Catherine Burns.
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Old Toronto newspaper articles reveal 1921 raid on Mansion House
A study of local history tells us that Georgina has been a hot-bed of political contests between residents who supported the
Liberals and those who supported the Conservatives.
As far back as the Rebellion of 1837 and
Captain William Johnson, founder of Pefferlaw, we know that Captain Johnson
supported a bid by William Lyon
McKenzie to overthrow the Conservative
government of the day.
In fact, Captain Johnson was arrested
Christmas Day in 1837 and taken into custody in Toronto to answer to a charge of
treason because of his widely known association and support for Reformers.
In a diary entry on December 7, 1837, he
writes “Messrs. Bouchier, Jack and Howard, came with an armed band of Tories to
ask me to levy war against Reformers,
which I promptly refused.”
Two weeks later, Mr. Johnson was arrested
by the “vile Tories” and carried before the
Commissioner at Toronto for High Treason—a charge of which he was completely
exonerated.
The Reformers have been credited with
being the fore-runners of the Liberal party
in Canada and generation after generation
of the Johnston family remained staunch
Liberal advocates. Conversely, early community leaders in Sutton, like the Bouchiers, had squared off in support of the Conservative party.
As we continue to research our local history along this vein, we come across another event which added fuel to an otherwise smoldering political fire.
Melissa Matt, the archives coordinator at
the Georgina Pioneer Village and Archives
has unearthed some newspapers articles
from 1921 which describe a raid on the
Mansion House in Sutton on December 2,
1922. A raid, which some claim, was politically motivated.

It seems a number of high profile Sutton
conservative supporters were meeting with
then Conservative candidate J. A. M. Armstrong in a hotel room in the Mansion
House to develop a voters’ list for an upcoming federal election on December 6.
The raid by police discovered two bottles
of liquor in the room and when police went
on to investigate the crime of having liquor
other than in a private dwelling, (a clear
violation of the Ontario Temperance Act) a
lawyer who was also the North York Conservative MPP of the day, Mr. T. Herbert
Lennox, burst into the room with advice
for the startled Conservatives.
“Don’t give these
skunks your names.
Give them Smith,
Jones or any old
thing”.
According to the
newspaper reports
of the day, Mr. Lennox was convinced
the raid had been
initiated by the Liberals. “It was a lowdown, cowardly,
mean and despicable trick,” he said.
Mr. Lennox believed the police had
been tipped off by a
Liberal supporter
who had witnessed
alcohol being delivered to the room
where the political
meeting was being
held. “If they think
they can win elections that way, why,
well and good,” Mr.
Lennox said.

A summons to appear in court was issued
to everyone in the room the night it was
raided and included: Arthur Pugsley,
Reeve of Sutton; Ernest Spragge, Deputy
Reeve of North Gwillimbury; Walter
Hurst, Councillor North Gwillimbury;
charles Willoughby of Keswick; J. A. M.
Armstrong, ex-MP of Schomberg; A. J.
Armstrong, Schomberg. Mr. Lennox was
charged with obstructing justice, a charge
which was later dismissed and Mr. J. A.
M. Armstrong was defeated in the election.
The identity of the “stool pigeon” was
never revealed.
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Lake Simcoe Minor
Softball Association is
accepting registrations at
the Ice Palace from 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Feb.
27, March 13, March 27,
April 10. Registration on
April 17 will be held at both
the Ice Palace and the Sutton arena.

joining the fun at the Pefferlaw Lions Mini Putt
competition on Saturday,
March 27. Call Brian Meredith at (705) 437-1352 for
details.

Give spring a nudge and
participate in Hospice
Georgina’s Daffodil Days
on behalf of the Canadian
Get your tickets for a Jack Cancer Society. They are
& Jill for Arni Josephson accepting orders from now
& Yvonne Knispel on
until March 8. All orders
March 6 at the Sutton arena. will be delivered to their
Call Jennifer (705) 426offices at 152 High St. in
1522 for tickets and reserve Sutton on March 25. Call
a spot on the bus.
Crystal at (905) 722-9333
or email
The Georgina-Brock Gar- caring@hospicegeorgina.com
Story Hour at the Pefferden Club will meet on
law Library is held every
Monday, March 8 at 7:30
p.m. at the Udora Commu- Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. for
nity Centre. Guest speaker three to five year old chilis Gretha Jensen. All wel- dren. Drop in! It’s free.
come. Call (705) 437-4366
The York Region Chilfor more information.
dren’s Aid Society is lookPutt...Putt...Putt...Get ready ing for volunteers to tutor
for the golfing season by
and be a special friend to a

child or teen in the area.
Must be at least 18 years
old, have transportation
and available a few hours
each week. Contact Kim
Leschiutta at (905) 8952318 or visit volunteering@YorkCAS.org
Club 55 in Pefferlaw has
started serving lunches for
the 2010 calendar year.
Every first and third Tuesday of the month at the
Pefferlaw Lions Hall at
noon. $4 for members and
$5 for non-members.
The Pefferlaw Arts and
Crafts Club would like to
extend an invitation to anyone interested in joining.
The club meets every
Wednesday—1:00 to 4:00
pm at the Pefferlaw Lions
Hall. Bring your own craft
or learn a new one. 50/50
draw and light lunch each
week. Call (705) 437-3818
for more information.

CLASSIFIED ADS
HOME DAY CARE
Fun learning TLC environment, large
yard, healthy lunch & snacks. Qualified
ECE teacher. Receipts available. Call
(705) 437-2162
Eavestrough cleaning and protection
system installed. Fast service and
reasonable rates. Free estimates.
Call Eric (705) 437-4634 Pefferlaw
FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE—PEFFERLAW
Safe, loving and educational. Large
play area. Nutritious menu. Reliable
and experienced. Special needs welcome. Call (705) 513-0220
SEARS CRAFTSMAN SNOWBLOWER
Snowblower and weights for a riding
lawn mower $400 OBO
Call (905) 715-1163.
FOR SALE—1991 Polaris Indy 650 Triple snowmobile. Good condition. Also
Roberto fooseball table. Like new.
Call (905) 898-9785
Hepa Whisper flow air cleaner, like new
with filters $25. Collection of original
papers, magazines on Princess
Diana...wedding $20. Wedding dress,
long, size 12, cream colour (cleaned)
$50. Call (905) 898-0761

