
Dramatic ice rescue saves father and son  
Fifty-eight year old Eugene Rafuse and his 
son Kyle, 15, are glad to be alive after a har-
rowing experience when their Bombardier 
trail groomer broke 
through the ice just 
off-shore from the 
harbour at Jack-
son’s Point on         
Saturday morning, 
February 3.  
According to Mr. 
Rafuse, he and his 
son were using 
their trail groomer 
to haul a fish hut 
onto Lake Simcoe 
with three fisher-
men inside when 
the incident oc-
curred.  
“I was on the main 
trail and crossed one crack safely but when I 
came up to the second one I saw it move so I 
gave it some gas and got up on the other side, 
but the fish hut fell in and pulled me back,” 
Mr. Rafuse said.  
The three fishermen inside were able to es-
cape the hut as it began to submerge but Mr. 
Rafuse and his son were not as lucky.  
“My son had the door of the groomer open as 
we were crossing the crack and jumped out as 
it started to sink,” Mr. Rafuse said, adding 
that thick chunks of ice battered him up pretty 
badly.  

Once in the water, Kyle was rescued by a 
quick thinking bystander who extended the 
handle of an ice auger out to him and pulled 

him to safety.  
Mr. Rafuse attempted to open the door 
on his side of the groomer but when it 
wouldn’t budge, he rode the machine 17 
feet to the bottom before he managed to 
get the door open.  
“I took my last breath and waited until I 
got to the bottom and opened the door, 
just like they tell you on TV,” Mr. Ra-
fuse said.  
“Then I started swimming up and I hit 
the ice face first. I looked around and 
saw where the machine was and realized 
I was swimming north in the wrong di-
rection. “  
Mr. Rafuse 
said his 
head hit the 

ice twice more 
before he finally 
reached up and 
discovered an 
opening in the 
ice.  
“The cold 
(temperature) of 
the water wasn’t 
even a ques-
tion,” Mr. Ra-
fuse said. “It 
was air. At one 

point I 
wanted to 
take a 
mouthful 
of water, 
but I kept 
going. I 
never 
knew I 
could hold 
my breath 
that long 
but I 
learned to 
never give up until everything explodes.”  
More than a week later Mr. Rafuse, with the 
help of Ross McArthur from Pefferlaw and 

Roger Kidd, returned to the scene to 
recover the groomer.  
“Ross cut the ice for me and I owe a 
lot to him,” Mr. Rafuse said. “It 
went down with the keys to my 
truck and everything else I had with 
me and when we pulled it up, I 
opened the door and there were my 
keys.”  
Mr. Rafuse said he will equip the 
groomer with floaters next year and 
is more than glad that his story had 
a happy ending.  

“Thank God my son and I are alive,” 
he said adding that the best advice 
he can give someone in the same 
predicament is to “stay calm”.  
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The partially submerged hut  
is exposed after the trail 
groomer hauling it sank.  
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Kyle are thankful to be alive after 
falling through the ice in groomer. 
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Lake Simcoe.  
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In the last issue under Tenny-
son Tidbits I reported the death 
of Eric Cronsberry, a kind, 
gentle man who was consid-
ered to be one of our most re-
spected elder statesmen.  
What I didn’t report were the 
circumstances behind Eric’s 
death and how the medical 
system for which we pay so 
dearly, failed him.  
The night before he died, he 
was experiencing pain in his 
back and had a friend of his 
drive him to the emergency 
department at South Lake. The 
two of them sat in the emer-
gency room of the hospital for 
four hours without Eric being 
seen by a doctor. Finally, at 
around 11:00 p.m., Eric asked 
his friend to drive him home so 
he could take an aspirin and go 
to bed.  
His friend returned to Eric’s 
home in the morning and 
found Eric dead in bed.  
Eric’s loss is tragic enough but 
the circumstances surrounding 
this loss are inexcusable. And 
the worst part is, I am sure 
there are many more stories 
like this one with the same 
tragic ending.  
We spend billions of dollars on 
new hospitals and the best 
equipment money can buy, yet 
when someone comes looking 
for medical assistance, they 
don’t get it?  
What is the use of having these 
facilities if no one is there to 
use them when they are 
needed?  
Canadians spend approxi-
mately $100 billion dollars in 
health care costs every year—
the third highest total spender 
in OECD countries. Yet we 
rank 13th in performance.  
We were told in 2004 that the 
new Ontario Health Premium, 
an additional cost to tax payers 
that is collected from your pay 
and pension cheques, would be 
invested in the health care sys-
tem to shorten wait times, 
among other things..  

But a recent study conducted 
by the Canadian Institute for 
Health Information suggests 
wait times in Ontario’s emer-
gency rooms run the gambit 
from an average of 3.2 hours to 
as high as nine hours.   
This is unacceptable to me and 
something has to be done and 
done quickly. By all accounts, 
the demand for health care in 
this country will increase as 
our baby boomer population 
ages and immigration numbers 
continue to climb.  
Instead of costing 32 per cent 
of provincial revenues, it is 
expected that health care costs  
will rise to 44 per cent by 
2020.  
Perhaps part of the answer is in   
the cost of an education for a 
physician.  In France, educa-
tion fees are generally sym-
bolic—a fourth year philoso-
phy student pays less than 
$300. Maybe this is something 
our system needs to look at to 
ensure that our health care 
system has the medical support 
it so desperately needs.  
 

Karen Wolfe, Editor. 
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It seems we are paying more and  
getting less 



The ice-pad, mosquitoes, broad-band con-
nections, special-needs transportation, the 
environment and equitable fees for town 
venues for service clubs topped the list of 
discussion items at a pre-budget meeting 
hosted by Georgina mayor Rob Grossi at the 
Pefferlaw Library on Tuesday, February 13 
and the Udora Community Hall on Tuesday, 
February 20.   
Dave Harding, chair of the ice-pad commit-
tee in Pefferlaw, told Mr. Grossi that a pro-
posal for the ice-pad would be coming for-
ward soon and asked that council consider 
funding the proposal. Another issue tabled 
by Mr. Harding was the need for transit 
within Georgina for special needs residents.  
Pefferlaw resident John Hastings drew com-
parisons between support for seniors in Pef-
ferlaw compared to support for seniors in 
Keswick and Sutton.  
“In the 2006 budget there is a line item for 
the Sutton senior centre and the Keswick 
Club 55, but no where does it mention Pef-
ferlaw seniors of Club 55,” Mr. Hastings 
said. “A senior is a senior no matter where 
they live.”  
Another item raised was by Mr. Cyr of 
Udora. He inquired about access to the inter-
net using the South Shore Community 
Broadband network which is now up and 
running in Sutton and Keswick. Mr. Cyr 
asked if Georgina council would be willing 
to provide funding to help this group solve 
an unforeseen technical problem that is pre-
venting the service from being activated in 
the Pefferlaw and Udora area.  
Pefferlaw Lion Bill Millar wanted Georgina 
council to investigate the inequity between 
Keswick and Sutton service clubs and the 
rents the Pefferlaw Lions must pay on the 
Pefferlaw Lions Hall to hold meetings and 
community fund-raising events.  
According to Mr. Millar, the Keswick Kins-
men and Sutton Lions do not have to pay for 
meeting rooms but the Pefferlaw Lions do.  

“This is an inequity that I can’t explain,” he 
said.  
In Udora, residents echoed concern over the 
lack of high-speed internet access in addition  
to a number of other issues including health 
care, fire response services, hiking trails, the 
environment, police services and future de-
velopment. 
“This is an environmentally sensitive area 
and we want to keep it that way,” said Mrs. 
Schaer from Udora as she voiced her con-
cern of increased traffic and future develop-
ment plans.  
“Any development here 
will have to be on pri-
vate services,” Mr. 
Grossi said. “You are in 
the Greenbelt and it has 
been frozen for 10 
years,” Mr. Grossi said.  
While resident’s con-
cerns addressed local 
services and issues, 
Mayor Grossi sug-
gested that residents 
need to “get mad” in 
order to free up $2.6 
million of the Town’s 
budget that is sent to 
the GTA every year to 
support social service 
programs there. 
According to Mr. 
Grossi, the Region of 
York pays $94.5 mil-
lion to Toronto, of 
which $2.6 million 
comes from Georgina 
property taxes.  
“There is an election 
coming and I suggest 
you make your voices 
heard and get mad,” 
Mr. Grossi said. “We 
collect this money from  

you and we have no say. Two years ago we 
refused to pay it until they started charging 
us interest,” he said.  
Mr. Grossi went on to say that the 2007 Re-
gion of York budget includes a line item of 
$1 million that will “tell you how to get 
mad” in an effort to protest these transfer 
payments.  
“You shouldn’t be paying for some things 
that you pay for with your property tax dol-
lars,” Mr. Grossi said. “We have to do some-
thing because of the fiscal imbalance.  
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Mayor hosts pre-budget meetings to consult with residents in Pefferlaw and Udora 

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 
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Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Cryderman’s Chronicles 

Best Wishes to Amy Koning 
of Rotherwood, Jackson’s 
Point and Stefan Gruescu of 
Kitchener on their engagement 
last week. The wedding date is 
to be announced at a later date. 
Amy is the daughter of Ria 
Koning. Congratulations.  
 

Good Luck to Idalia and 
Altino who opened their new 
flower shop on High St. in 
Sutton this week. It is called 
Idalia’s Creations Inc. at 116 
High St. They are residents of 
Sutton.  
 

Our get well wishes go out to a 
very brave young lady, Savan-
nah Greene. She endured 
twelve hours of surgery at Sick 
Children’s Hospital. After 
three weeks in hospital she is 
now recuperating at home and 
begins therapy this week at 
Bloorview Hospital in Toronto 
which will take many weeks. 
We wish you well Savannah 
and your family is proud of 
you.  

This month there are some 
exciting exhibits at the Geor-
gina Arts Centre on High St. 
From Feb. 20 until April 8 is 
the sculptor Deb Brown with 
“Essence and Form”, showing 
welding on stained glass. From 
Feb. 24 to April 1 will be com-
puter artist Jaqueline Marie 
Okuhara with “Visions” and 
Linda Lee Purvis with “Wild 
Wing Wonders”.  
 
There are still tickets available 
for “Till Death Do Us Part” a 
murder mystery comedy di-
rected by Lloyd Whiteawa at 
Lionshead Lakefront Resort 
and Yacht Club. Proceeds to 
benefit the Jericho Youth Cen-
tre. For more information call 
(905) 722-5540.  
 
Our sincere condolences go 
out to the family of Marion 
Verral who passed away last 
week.  
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To support the charitable ac-
tivities of many small commu-
nities within the Town of 
Georgina, service groups with 
a mandate to offer programs 
for the betterment of the com-
munity, often sponsor “dinner 
evenings” to raise 
money for their 
causes.  
In the past two 
weeks, three commu-
nity organizations in 
Udora, Wilfrid and 
Port Bolster have 
sponsored such din-
ners with delicious 
results. 
On Friday, February 
9, the Hall Board the 
Port Bolster Hall 
Board hosted a Roast Beef 
dinner for $8.00, which came 
complete with salad, rolls and 
home made pies.  

The event packed the hall and 
organizers had to start boiling 
more potatoes to keep up to the 
demand.  
The following evening, it was 
off to Udora, where the Girl 
Guides were serving lasagna 

and spaghetti with meat sauce 
for $10 per person. Again, the 
community hall in Udora was 
packed to the rafters as patrons 

waited for a seat.  
Finally, the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the 
United Church in 
Wilfrid put on a 
wonderful “Pasta 
Night” on Friday, 
February 16 and 
raised in excess of 
$600 for their 
cause. Congratula-
tions to all who 
worked so hard to 
make these events 
such a success.  

A Community Hall Dinner circuit  
review 

Six-year-old Lisa Simmons dives into her 
lasagna at the Udora “Pasta Night” 
dinner served by the Girl Guides.  

(L to R) Sarah Fish and mother-in-law 
Fran Fish hold twins Leah and Kaitlyn at 
“Roast Beef Dinner” night in Pt. Bolster. 
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Tennyson Tidbits 

Lake Simcoe Ice Fishing  
Report  
Reports from ice hut operators 
in the area suggest hot action 
in the perch grounds and good 
to moderate action by anglers 
further out who are fishing for 
white fish and trout.  
Anglers just out from Bonnie 
Boats report good ice condi-
tions with 14 to 16 inches and 
according to one fisherman, 
you will catch your limit 
within one or two hours. An-
glers as far as six miles out 
from the Pefferlaw harbour 
report 12 to 14 inches. Lake 
conditions, with heavy snow-
falls, favour snowmobiles 
over ATVs when not travel-
ling on well travelled trails.  
Even though the cold weather 
has provided excellent ice 
making conditions, anglers are 
advised to check with local 
operators before venturing 
out.  
 

Happy Birthday to Brook 
Marchand who turned 8 
years-old on February 6.  
 

Birthday greetings also go out 
to Dave Clyde who turns 64 
on February 28. And best 
wishes also to his daughter, 
Jill, who turned 31 on Febru-
ary 18.  
 

Congratulations also to Paul 
Whetter who turns 49 on 
March 1. Happy Birthday, 
Paul.  
 

Double birthday celebrations 
were held for Bryce and Rose 
Parks at the Wilfrid Hall on 
Saturday, February 10. The 
couple celebrated with their 
many friends, family and 
neighbours.  
 

Happy Birthday greetings also 
to Lynda Bagshaw who turns 
60 on February 24.  
 

The Virginia United Church 
is in need of a kitchen renova-
tion and members of the con-
gregation are planning a fund-
raising event to help support 
the project. A Ham and Scal-
lop Potato dinner has been 
planned for Friday, March 2 
and there will be a seating at 
5:00 p.m. and one at 6:30 p.m. 
The cost of $12 per person 
includes a donation for the 
kitchen renovation. Everyone 
is welcome so come on out 
and support a great cause.  
 

Here is another great cause. 
Street Cats—Cat Rescue 
and Adoption offers shelter 
to homeless cats by placing 
them in foster care until they 
can be adopted. But right now, 
with the cold weather making 
the need greater than ever and 
adoptions slowing down, the 
charity urgently needs fami-
lies to come forward and help 
out.  For information contact 
Paola Dipaolo at (705) 437-
1327.  
 

 
The 

Pefferlaw 
Post  

publishes 
on the 

10th and 
24th of 

the 
month.  

To  
advertise  
contact 
Karen 
Wolfe  

at  
(705) 

437-1216  

www.stoneandstove.ca 

A fine is a tax for doing 
wrong. A tax is a fine for  

doing right!  



Kinsmen launch Pub Putt for CF  
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Members of the Kinsmen in 
Keswick launched their 2007 
Pub Putt tournament, a pub 
crawl-type event that transports 
participants from one pub-hosted 
hole to another around Georgina.  
Two years ago, the event helped 
purchase a $10,000 vest to help 
nine-year-old cystic fibrosis 
sufferer Calvin Kimber from 
Pefferlaw breath easier and im-
prove his quality of life. The 
2007 Pub Putt events starts 
March 24.  

Georgina hires nurse practitioner (NP) 
Ms. Suzanne Corby, a nurse 
practitioner who has worked 
at nursing stations in Nunavut 
and on an ice-breaker for the 
Coast Guard in the Arctic, is 
the latest addition to the Geor-
gina medical community.  
Hired by The Georgina Com-
munity Health Care Council 
to work at the Keswick Health 
Centre with Dr. Larry Alter, 
Ms. Corby is expected to 
spend some of her time at the 
Pefferlaw Medical Centre 
assisting patients in a variety 
of ways.  
According to Ms. Corby, 
Nurse Practitioners diagnose 
and treat illnesses and inju-
ries, order certain lab tests, X-
rays, mammograms and ultra-
sounds. “They prescribe some 
medications and can renew 
others,” she said, adding that 
they perform physicals and 
paps, conduct well-baby 
checks and immunizations 
and pre-natal exams.  
“The bottom line is to get 
people in faster,” Ms. Corby 
said.  
Nurse Practitioners, or Regis-
tered Nurses Extended Class
(RNEC), are licensed by the 
College of Nurses of Ontario 
and have a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Nursing and 
extensive experience in vari-
ous fields. They have com-
pleted university programs in 
Pathophysiology, Advanced 
Health Assessment and Diag-
nosis, Pharmacology and 
Roles and Responsibilities.  

According to Ms. Corby, 
Nurse Practitioners are, for 
the most part, funded by the 
Ministry of Health and Long 
Term Care in Ontario and 
since the 1990s, have been 
used to improve access to 
health care for those living in 
medically under-serviced ar-
eas.  
Ms. Corby also assists pa-
tients in preventive health 
care, screening for medical 
conditions and health teach-
ing.  
“I will be offering educational 
seminars on diabetes and hy-
pertension at the Art Gallery 
in Sutton and I am working on 
offering these programs at 
Club 55 in both Keswick and 
Pefferlaw,” she said.  
When seeing patients with 
conditions outside her scope 
of practice, Ms. Corby relies 
on the expertise of a consult-
ing physician. Dr. Alter is her 
consulting physician in Kes-
wick, she said.  
“Nurse Practitioners co-
manage clients with chronic 
conditions such as heart dis-
ease, diabetes, chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease, 
asthma and hypothyroidism 
along with their consulting 
physician,” she said.  
With more than 1,000 nurse 
practitioners in the province 
of Ontario, they are expected 
to become a more familiar 
face in the medical commu-
nity.  
 

Eaglewood hosts festival fundraiser 

Sutton hosts Zone Double Tankard 

(L to R) Shirley Heaps, Doug Black-
borrow, Diane Carleton-Dion, Val 
Kimber, Calvin Kimber.  

Bea Yetman from the Sutton team follows her 
rock down the ice after delivery during the 
Zone Tankard at the Sutton Curling Club.  

 Members of the Sut-
ton Curling Club 
took on two teams 
from Uxbridge dur-
ing the Zone Tank-
ard on Saturday, 
February 10.  
After two hotly con-
tested games, the 
Uxbridge team de-
feated the Sutton 
Club and they move 
on to Unionville.  

Food, fun and fantastic musical 
talent were the orders of the day 
at the Eaglewood Fun Night at 
the Wilfrid Hall recently. The 
evening was hosted by the or-
ganizers of the Eaglewood Folk 
Festival as a fund-raiser for the 
summer annual event.  
The group is planning a third 
Fun Night out on Saturday, 
March 10—same time, same 
place.  

Blaine Fullbrook entertains the 
crowd with local folk songs.   
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Professional, Reliable, Flexible 

Pre-School and Nursery 
School Programs 

We are now located in the  
Udora United Church 

Open 6:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 Julie Bersche 

Early Childhood Educator 
 

705-228-1120 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 Coming Events 

The committee working on the History of 
Wilfrid is hosting a meeting on Sunday, 
February 25 at 1:00 at the Wilfrid Commu-
nity Hall to discuss the project. Everyone is 
welcome to attend and bring photos, memo-
ries and suggestions. 
 
For one night only, the Al Gore documen-
tary “An Inconvenient Truth” will be 
featured at the Gem Theatre in Keswick on 
Thursday, March 1 at 7:30. Tickets are $4 
each and can be purchased from South Lake 
Simcoe Naturalists at (705) 437-2993.  
 
 
The Brechin Legion Ladies Auxiliary will 
be hosting a Fish Fry on Saturday, March 3 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The cost $10. Call 
(705) 484-5393.  
 
There will be a production of the Vagina 
Monologues in support of the Sandgate 
Women’s Shelter on March 6 and 7 at the 
Stephen Leacock Centre. The entire cast 
includes local talent and tickets can be pur-
chased from Sandgate, the Lionshead Resort 
or the Leacock Centre at (905) 476-0193.  
 
The organizers of the Eaglewood Folk Fes-
tival are organizing another Big Night Out 

fundraiser for the festival, on Saturday, 
March 10. Everyone is welcome to spend 
the evening at the Wilfrid Hall to enjoy the 
fun, food and music. The evening starts at 
7:30 p.m. and tickets are $15 per person 
which can be reserved by contacting Ed 
Winacott at (705) 437-2425.  
 
Sutton District High School Council will 
be hosting a meeting on Thursday, March 
29 at 7:00 p.m. at the school library. The 
public is invited to attend to hear a presenta-
tion by the Georgina Trades Training Insti-
tute (GTTI) that will outline their programs 
which have been designed for mature and 
graduating students.  
 
1st Udora Scouting is hosting a Yuk Yuk’s 
comedy evening at the Udora Hall on Fri-
day, March 30. Dance and door prizes. 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $25. 
Contact Gabby at (705) 228-8737.  
 
A Murder Mystery Musical Comedy Din-
ner Theatre called “Till Death Do Us Part” 
will be staged at the Lionshead Resort in 
Jackson’s Pt. on March 31. Proceeds to 
benefit Jericho Youth Centres. Tickets are 
$65 each. Call (905) 722-5540 for details.   
 

WANTED  
Young couple just  
purchased first home and 
need various home mainte-
nance equipment at reason-
able prices. Riding lawn 
mower in working condition, 
trim mower, snow blower, 
etc. Call (705) 437-2765.  

 
FOR SALE  

White steel siding sale. 2 
profiles and 36 inch cover-

age. Only $2.20 per running 
foot. While quantities last. 
Buchner Manufacturing 
(705) 437-1743 or  
andrew@buchnermfg.com 

 
Never clean your gutters 
again. Do it yourself—or, 
installed gutter clean sys-
tem from $2 a linear ft. on 
single storey house. Call 
Andrew at (705) 437-3686.  
 

905-722-8975 
20875 Dalton, Sutton 
Same plaza as Giant Tiger 

Open 7 Days     
7am—9pm 

Riverview 


