
Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

York Region staff will be at the ROC on 
Tues. Feb. 12 between 6:00 and 9:00 pm 
for a public information open house 
where they will reveal the proposed route 
for a Lake to Lake Cycling initiative that 
will travel through Georgina. 
 
On Wed. Feb. 13 at 7:00 pm the Belve-
dere will host an evening of Poetry of 
Romance with romantic ballad musicians 
and poets Deborah Campo, Sterling 
Dillinger, Stephanie Davies and more. 
 
Did you know that the very first “official” 
snowmobile race was held in Keswick in 
February 1963? The winner of that race 
was Ted Leonard and he received a letter 
from Bombardier acknowledging his win 
in the first “official” race. To commemo-
rate the 50th Anniversary of the race and 
the win, Greg Fleming is hosting a Snow-
mobile Show at the Orchard Beach Bar 
and Grill on February 16, 2013 at 10:00 
a.m. Ted’s sled from 50 years ago has 
been completely restored and will be there 
as well as many other vintage, classic and 
new sleds. The trophy that was presented 
to Mr. Leonard 50 years ago will also be 
on display.  

A free Healthy Aging and Stroke Pre-
vention workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, February 20 from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m. at Cedarvale Lodge, 121 Mor-
ton Ave. in Keswick. Hosted by CHATS 
and the Central East Stroke Network. To 
register call 1 (866) 677-9048 ext. 6211.  
 
The Georgina Arts Centre is inviting 
you to their next Movie Night fundraising 
event on Thurs. Feb. 28 at 7:00 pm at the 
Gem Theatre where you will see “Anna 
Karenina” starring Keira Knightly and 
Jude Law.  
 
The Perchin for MS ice fishing tourna-
ment will be held at Sibbald Point Provin-
cial Park on Saturday, March 2 from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. A charity auction and 
BBQ will follow. Top 10 biggest perch by 
weight win. Cost is $50 per team. Call 
Doug Poirier to register (289) 231-2132. 
All proceeds are donated in support of 
MS. When you are talking to Doug, he 
has a wish list of materials and equipment 
he needs for the tournament so if there is 
anything he needs that you might be able 
to help out with, he would appreciate the 
support.  

Okay Moms and Dads, March Break will 
soon be here and the Georgina Arts Cen-
tre is a great place to let the kids hang for 
a bit, have some fun and bring home a 
priceless work of art. They are accepting 
registrations for their art camps which 
will be held March 12, 13 and 14 from 
9:00 am to 3:30 pm. Ages 6 to 13+. Cost 
is $95. Who knows, maybe you are rais-
ing another Rembrandt.   
 
 

METAL ROOFING FOR SALE 
Variety of colours and styles.  
Professionally installed and  

reasonably priced.  
Call (289) 383-3600.  

 
WANT YOUR HOUSE CLEANED? 

Call Mabel at (905) 806-1502.  I do 
what others don’t. Excellent and 

reliable. Gift certificates available. 
 

WELLS CUSTOM MARBLE WORK  
Marble, slate and tile.  
Call (647) 379-6502.  

Classified Ads 
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Floor hockey Special 
Olympic team wins 
silver in Korea 

Congratulations to brothers Jonathan and 
Benjamin Harding from Pefferlaw and 
Keswick residents Neil Paul Segouin 
and Jessica Porter as they arrive home 
from South Korea this week with a sil-
ver medal dangling proudly on their 
chests.  
The three team mates played for the 
Team Canada East Floor Hockey Team 
at the 2013 Special Olympics World 
Winter Games in PyeongChang, South 
Korea. In what has been described as a 
“nailbiter”, the team was defeated 2-0 by 
Team Bangladesh in the gold medal 
game.  

Team Canada East Floor Hockey mem-
bers receives their silver medals from 
officials at the 2012 World Winter 
Games in South Korea.  

An Integrity Commissioner hired by the 
Town of Georgina has concluded that 
Mayor Rob Grossi did not contravene the 
Code of Conduct of the Town of Geor-
gina.   
Mr. George Rust D’Eye conducted an 
investigation into Mayor Grossi’s actions 
when Keswick resident Kristina Toomey 
demanded his conduct be examined while 
he was the plaintiff in a now defunct defa-
mation lawsuit against former Leisure 
Services Director John McLean in the late 
fall of 2011.  
“On the basis of the foregoing, I have not 
identified any conduct by Mayor Grossi in 
the circumstances outlined above, which 
contravened the Code of Conduct Policy 
of the Town of Georgina,” Mr. Rust 
D’Eye concluded in an 18-page report to 
the Town.  
Ms. Toomey raised concerns regarding the 
Mayor’s behaviour after a verbal confron-
tation between himself and Keswick resi-
dent William McClure during a council 
meeting. And she also questioned if he 
breached the Code of Conduct when he 
penned a letter to the editor on the subject 
of Mr. McLean in the February 10, 2012 
edition of the Pefferlaw Post. The investi-
gation also considered a number of other 
claims made by Ms. Toomey including the 
Mayor’s failure to declare a pecuniary 
interest in closed meetings where the law-

suit was being discussed.  
“In any event, as set out above, I have 
concluded that there are grounds upon 
which a Court could conclude that Mayor 
Grossi did not have a pecuniary interest in 
the matter dealt with by the Council, de-
spite his being the nominal plaintiff in the 
action,” Mr. Rust D’Eye says in the re-
port.  
In an interview with Ms. Toomey, she 
says she is disappointed with the results 
because the report did not specifically deal 
with the two main questions she had about 
the Mayor’s conduct.  
“Two very important issues I have been 
pursuing were not even mentioned in the 
report. One was pertaining to the Mayor’s 
outburst towards Mr. McClure during a 
Council meeting and the second one was 
regarding the letter Mayor Grossi penned 
from his office to the Pefferlaw Post 
which was directly aimed at Mr. McLean.  
Mr. Rust D’Eye did not look at these 
within the realm of the Code of Conduct,” 
Ms. Toomey said. “It (the report) doesn’t 
answer the questions. That issue about his 
outburst needs to be addressed properly 
within the confines of the Code of Con-
duct.”  
Ms. Toomey says she is referring to the 
Town’s Code of Conduct clauses that state 
members will conduct themselves with  
Continued on page 5... 

Mayor Grossi cleared of misconduct allegations, 
says Integrity Commissioner report 

Sales Representative 

Teresa Millar 
  

Willie Says Spring Is Right Around The Corner!!!! 

Call Teresa at  
(905) 722-3211  

or you can visit 
www.teresamillar.com 

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. 

And so is the spring real  
estate market.  Now is the 
time to shop for your spring 
or summer closing.  Take a 
look at this 6 bedroom, 
all brick bungalow with a 
completely fenced in  
backyard.  Give me a call 
today! 



I’ve been reading the feedback 
from anglers regarding invoices 
received from emergency ser-
vices for ice rescues in other 
communities. Georgina’s coun-
cil will receive a report at the 
February 11 council meeting 
from fire chief Steve Richardson 
recommending council consider 
charging $410 an hour per appa-
ratus plus materials, plus cost 
recovery for salaries, benefits 
and corporate overhead for ice 
rescues. I hope a number of 
points made by the anglers 
themselves are taken into con-
sideration should council decide 
to move forward with this “fee 
for folly” on the ice.  
First, this would be precedent 
setting and council will need to 
be clear where fees for emer-
gency services start and where 
they end. (i.e. car acci-
dents?..house fires?...boating 
accidents?...etc.)  
Second, they will need to con-
sider and decide what criteria 
determines if an ice rescue is a 
result of folly or a legitimate 
“accident”.  
Next, they should realize that the 
training and emergency services 
we have are already supported 
by tax dollars and any “fee for 
folly” should not be excessive 
and to the extent that it is seen as 
a  money grab or double dip-
ping. Would an excessive 
amount deter a victim from call-
ing for help? I know people who 
don’t want to call an ambulance 
because they know they will get 
a bill.  
Fourth, the idea of  “ice fishing 
insurance” has been raised as a 
potential idea by some anglers.  
I’m not sure that is even possi-
ble, but it could have a positive 
impact on the decisions anglers 
make when venturing out onto 
the ice.  
And finally, any decision coun-
cil makes should be made public 
with a period of grace for imple-
mentation and supported by an 
effective communications pro-
gram.  
My sense is that the majority of 
ice anglers are responsible and 
make sensible decisions about 
ice conditions. It is unfortunate 
that the folly of a few has put 

those that respect the lake into 
this position.  
The comments I’ve read con-
demn the “stupidity” of those 
who ignored warnings of dan-
gerous ice conditions but they 
worry that legislation that sup-
ports payment for ice rescues 
puts our entire public safety 
principles on a slippery slope.   
More and more of our tax dol-
lars go toward the salaries of 
public servants inside govern-
ment buildings and less and less 
is available for actual services to 
the taxpayer. On the local level, 
we have seen this “fee-for-
service” ideology take over the 
use of baseball diamonds, are-
nas, soccer fields, community 
centres etc. and it seems these 
revenues aren’t just for cost re-
covery but as profit centres.  
Council’s consideration on this 
issue needs to be very thoughtful 
and well researched. We like to 
call ourselves the “ice fishing 
capital of Canada” and it is an 
important tourist industry in this 
area. Let’s not screw that up by 
jumping on a band wagon before 
we know where it is going.  
 

Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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A precedent setting “fee for folly”  
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Georgina to become second fastest growing community in York Region  
The province is updating their Places to 
Grow forecasts by looking at predicted 
growth to 2041 and Councillor Dave Szol-
losy is concerned the targets set for Lake 
Simcoe communities are not environmen-
tally nor economically sustainable.  
“The existing population is not sustainable 
and the fundamental principal, that we 
continue to increase the population, runs 
counter to the health of the lake,” Mr. 
Szollosy said. “The population targets are 
unrealistic and unsustainable.”  
Behind East Gwillimbury, which is fore-
casted to grow by an incredible 149.2 per 
cent between 2016 and 2031, Georgina is 
slated to become the region’s second fast-
est growing community by registering a 
33.1 per cent growth rate within the same 
period. 
The new Places to Grow population pre-
dictions look at growth to the year 2041 
within the Greater Golden Horseshoe area 
whereas the previous document only con-
sidered growth up to 2031.  
But according to a new report from York 
Region, the 2031 figures (see chart above) 
are conservative. In an updated reference 
forecast from the Region, the area could 
grow to 1,585,000 by 2031 instead of 1.5 
million as forecasted in 2005.  
“Based on the review by Regional staff, 
these higher 2031 figures are reasonable 
and they confirm the current trends and 
evidence from new available data,” the 
York Region report states.  
These new numbers, however, won’t im-
pact the growth plans already underway.  
“Maintaining the current 2031 forecast will 
ensure the continuity of work that munici-
palities have undertaken to bring their offi-
cial plans into conformity with the Growth 
Plan,” the report says. 
The reason for the updated reference fore-
cast stems from demographic trends which 

include longer life expectancy and higher 
birth rates. However, the number one driv-
ing force behind the updated forecast is 
immigration.  
The province now predicts that York Re-
gion could achieve a population of 1.79 
million by 2041 which is 10 years earlier 
than York Region anticipated.  
The new provincial forecasts have been 
prepared as an amendment to the original 
2005 Places to Grow document and York 
Region is prepared to submit their report to 
the province saying “Staff have reviewed 
the amendment and view the revised fore-
casts as being reasonable.”  
Georgina’s council on the other hand are 
not prepared to go quietly. They passed a 
recommendation on Monday, February 4 
which says council has concerns to the 
proposed amendment and questions 
whether the future growth forecasted to 
2041 can be accommodated in an environ-
mentally sustainable manner that upholds 
the principles and polices of protecting the 
Lake Simcoe watershed under the Green-
belt Plan and Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.  
 

Committee  
recommends no  
boundary review 

New growth in Georgina has led to a 
committee being assembled to review the  
electoral ward boundaries within Geor-
gina. Council heard on Monday, Febru-
ary 4 that this committee may need a 
consultant to help them determine 
boundaries and perhaps the composition 
of council but Mayor Grossi opposed to 
the idea of hiring a consultant.  
“We know what the growth will be and 
let the next council worry about it. I am 
not sure we need a consultant because it 
will cost us some money,” he said. 
Although council carried the committee’s 
recommendation to report back to coun-
cil on Februaruy 11 regarding the cost of 
a consultant, the committee has since 
decided to recommend that the current 
five ward system remain intact and no 
changes be made to the composition of 
council. They recommend a review be 
conducted prior to the 2018 election.   

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 
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Mayor to Chair LSRCA board of directors 
Georgina’s own Mayor Grossi is 
the new Chair of the Lake Sim-
coe Region Conservation Au-
thority (LSRCA). He replaces 
former Chair, East Gwillimbury 
Mayor Virginia Hackson, who 
held the position for six years.  
“I’m thrilled that the Board of 
Directors has chosen to support 
me in the role of Chair,” said 
Mayor Grossi. “As a member of 

the board for over a decade, I 
see this new role as a tremen-
dous opportunity to lead a re-
markable organization that is 
working to protect and restore 
Lake Simcoe and the surround-
ing watershed.”  
Debbie Bath, the Durham Re-
gional Councillor for Brock 
Township, was elected to the 
position of Vice Chair. 

Back Row: Councillor Bruce Haire, Regional Councillor Jack 
Ballinger, Councillor Del Crake, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Council-
lor Dave Kerwin, Mrs. Gayle Wood (CAO), Councillor Dwight 
Evans, Councillor Barry Ward, Councillor Ken Ferdinands, Coun-
cillor John O'Donnell, Mr. Eric Bull 
Front Row: Councillor Stephen Strangway, Councillor Maria 
Baier, Councillor Avia Eek, Mayor Rob Grossi (Chair), Regional 
Councillor Debbie Bath (Vice Chair), Mayor Virginia Hackson, 
Regional Councillor Bobbie Drew Missing: Councillor Phil Craig.  

Sutton Home Hardware’s Sutton Sammy (above left) gets a 
beach ball instead of a snow shovel from Dave Haynes after the 
rodent predicted only four more weeks of winter on Groundhog 
Day. Jackson’s Point “Jack” also concurred with Sutton Sammy 
when he was tempered out of his burrow by caregiver Allyn at 
noon on February 2, 2013. The recent snow fall makes those 
predictions a little suspect though.  

Jackson’s Point Jack 

Only four more weeks of winter…? 
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Snofest sparkles with sun and snow 

It definitely was a “Snofest” on 
Saturday, February 9. With more 
than a foot of new snow to play 
around in, Georgina children and 
their families bundled up for a 
fun filled day at the ROC and 

Pioneer Village. Sleigh rides, 
cotton candy, games, face paint-
ing, bowling, horse racing and 
maple taffy were only a few of 
the activities that were enjoyed 
by everyone.  

(Left) Village curator Melissa Matt hands out maple taffy to a 
young customer. (Right) Tanner Bond from Sutton goes for a strike 
in a balloon bowling ball.  

(Left) Jessica McLeod is in the lead by a nose but Shannon Schaefel 
(right) is coming on fast up the back stretch. 

Little Declan Kipfer 
(left) from Keswick 
takes careful aim 
with a bean bag and 
tips over a Fat Cat. 
The snow, the sun, 
smiles, giggles and 
games were all free.  
 
 
 
Sisters Sara (left) 
and Serena Camil-
leri (right) from 
Keswick get set to 
take a tumble down 
a slide in an ever-
popular bouncy 
castle.  
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Red light cameras coming to York  
York Regional Council has 
approved the installation of red 
light cameras at 20 intersections 
throughout York Region. The 
initiative, says Ken Turriff from 
Corporate Communications, is 
intended to help save lives and 
prevent injuries by modifying 
driver behaviour at intersec-
tions.  
York Region Chair and CEO 
Bill Fisch said. “The safety of 
all our road users is a Council 
priority. We know from other 
jurisdictions, such as the City 
of Toronto, the presence of red 
light cameras has resulted in 
fewer side-impact collisions 
from drivers going through red 
lights.”  
However, according to two 

research studies conducted by 
the College of Public Health at 
the University of Florida and 
the Virginia Transportation 
Research Council, red light 
cameras are being blamed for 
an increase in rear-end colli-
sions as drivers jam on the 
brakes when traffic lights are 
turning red to avoid a red light 
camera ticket at an intersection. 
This has also resulted in an 
increase in crash costs. How-
ever, the same studies report a 
reduction in red light running 
crashes.  
Although the 20 intersections in 
York Region had not been de-
termined, Mr. Turriff said re-
gional council will be consider-
ing them sometime this month.  

 Life Insurance 

Egypt Hall starts to take shape 

The excitement in the commu-
nity of Egypt is starting to build 
as friends and neighbours watch 
the walls and roof go up on the 
new Egypt Hall.  
According to long-time resi-
dent, Hall Board member and 
Georgina Ward 5 councillor 
Brad Smockum, the layout and 
design of the new hall will basi-
cally follow the blueprint of the 
old one. The only difference, he 
says, will be the height of the 
exterior roof as roof trusses 
have been made to meet current 
Ontario building codes.  

The construction is being man-
aged by the Town’s insurance 
company which has had to deal 
with delays associated with bad 
weather and high winds.  
The insurance policy on the 
building covers replacement 
costs up to $1.3 million and 
according to Mr. Smockum the 
final bill for the new construc-
tion will probably hit that mark.  
When the hall was originally 
built in 1989, it cost $450,000 
to complete it.  
It is expected the hall will be 
ready for use by this summer.  

 

Covered by a $1.3 million insurance policy, the new Egypt Hall 
will be similar in size and design as its predecessor.  

Tel: (289) 803-
Ybele.koster@gmail.co
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Rogers TV gets set to open new  
Georgina studio 
Armed with a 10 year lease 
agreement from the Town of 
Georgina, Rogers TV is putting 
the finishing touches on their 
new 1,500 sq. ft. television 
studio at the Ice Palace in Kes-
wick and plans are underway to 
bring a host of new program-
ming to Georgina 
viewers. 
Jim Anderson is the 
Rogers Supervising 
Producer for the 
Georgina broadcast 
area and says the half 
million studio invest-
ment will be up and 
ready to tape its first 
show by mid-March.  
“Right now, Georgina 
is the envy of other 
York Region commu-
nities that are much 
larger, like Markham 
and Vaughan. We 
were lucky that there 
was an existing li-
cence here,” he says. 
Rogers inherited the 
Georgina television 
rights in 2000 that 
were issued in a 
licence to Trillium 
Cable by the CRTC 
years ago. 
The state-of-the-art studio is 
equipped with three television 
cameras, a Tricaster control 
room with six monitors, com-
puter controlled editing capa-
bility, a fully equipped kitchen 
for cooking demonstrations, a 
display counter and an inter-
view area. Although the equip-
ment installed in the studio is 
HD ready, shows will not be 
broadcast in high definition 
until Rogers makes the deci-
sion to go forward with it, Mr. 
Anderson said.   
A complement of three and a 
half staff and 10 volunteers will 
help tape local programming at 
the studio in advance of a feed 
being sent from the Newmarket 
studio across the Channel 10 
network. Live programming, 
which will enable viewers to 
call-in during filming, will not 

be available until next fall, Mr. 
Anderson said. 
Rogers started Georgina pro-
gramming in February 2012 
with four shows. Today that list 
has grown to include 11 pro-
grams with the Georgina Art 
Gallery doubling as a make-

shift studio since September. 
Mr. Anderson says the com-
pany will debut three new 
shows once the new studio is 
fully operational. Viewers can 
look forward to a show called 
“Politically Speaking” hosted 
by Paul Nicholls, “Mommie 
Talk” featuring a panel of 
Moms discussing issues related 
to child rearing and “Parsons 
Live” an issues-related talk-
show hosted by Patty Parsons. 
“Our mandate from the CRTC 
says that all of our shows have 
to be local with local guests 
and local businesses being fea-
tured,” Mr. Anderson said.  
Rogers is planning an official 
opening for the studio some-
time in March when the public 
will be invited to view the 
equipment and the new sur-
roundings.  

(Top) The new Rogers TV control room. 
(Bottom) Supervising Producer Jim 
Anderson settles in his new office.   



Dr. Barry Hanser 
Dr. Karen Chu 

A nickel for your thoughts? 
That is what it will cost going 
forward now that the penny 
has been discontinued. The 
federal government an-
nounced the penny’s demise 
last May because inflation 
had eroded its purchasing 
power and its production 
costs had risen to 1.6 cents 
each.  
Last fall, the Canadian mint 
stopped distributing the penny 
to financial institutions and as 
of February 5, 2013 purchases 
can be rounded up or down 
depending on the price—
purchases ending in 1 and 2 
and 6 and 7 cents will be 
rounded down, and those end-
ing in 3 and 4 and 8 and 9 will 
be rounded up. Banks and 
credit card companies will 
continue to conduct transac-
tions without rounding off 
since the penny is still the 
base unit of Canadian cur-
rency.   
 

Friends and family of Paul the 
Greek are invited to a Cele-
bration of Life at the Port 
Bolster Hall on Saturday, 
February 16 at 1:00 p.m.  
 

We send Happy 16th Birthday 
wishes out to Meredith Gor-
man who celebrated on Janu-
ary 28. Mom, Dad, Olivia, 
Emma and Grandma are very 
proud of you! Cheers Mere-
dith.  

A Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal was presented to Cap-
tain Ian Daniels (centre) by 
Mayor Rob Grossi (right) and 
Lieutenant Commander Many 
Nixon (left). He received the 
medal for his exemplary and 
long-term contribution to the 
Canadian Cadet Organization.  

Boston Pizza Community 
Relations Coordinator 
Rachelle Davis (left) presents 
a cheque for $196.85 to Hos-
pice Georgina Office Man-
ager Laurie Knapp (right) 
from fundraising efforts 
throughout the year.  
 

Congratulations to Ryan Wil-
liams of Sutton who was se-
lected as the winner of the 
Sutton Home Hardware 
Groundhog Day Prediction 
Contest. Mr. Williams will 
receive a $200 gift certificate 
from Sutton Home Hardware.  

Proud grandmas Marion Hart-
wick (left) and Bella 
Dezsenyi (right) celebrate in 
Quebec with granddaughter 
Kady Hartwick who gradu-
ated from the Canada Forces 
Military Training program 
and will train as an artilliary 
soldier in New Brunswick. 
Congrats, Kady!  
 

We send our sincere condo-
lences and words of sympathy  
out to the friends and family 
of Ken Fullbrook, 87, who 
passed away after a brief ill-
ness on February 4. He is 
survived by his sons, Norm, 
Kevin, Dean and Blaine and 
their families.  
A Celebration of Life service 
will take place at the Port 
Bolster Hall at 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 24, 2013.  

Tennyson Tidbits 
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Not giving up 
Franks Sebo, a Sutton resident 
and business owner, is not 
giving up the fight to have 
council approve his funding 
request to dredge the mouth of 
the Black River.  
He has been lobbying council 
for years now to bring the 
river back into navigable 
shape but to date has not been 
successful. He says without 
making the waterway safe to 
navigate it negatively affects 
tourism and poses a danger to 
boaters.  
In a recent letter to council, he 
implores them to reconsider 
the matter and says “Please 
don’t forget about us or the 
issue when you are making 
decisions about what to fund 
and who to give our money to. 
(example, Splash, Water Cen-
tre).” 

In his letter he also reminds 
council that in 10 years, $2 
million has been spent weed-
ing Cook’s Bay and the Black 
River has not been dredged 
since 2002.  
In recent months, Mr. Sebo 
has reinforced his request with 
letters of support from local 
business owners and a petition 
signed by riverfront residents. 
“Perhaps it is time for the 
Town to consider the purchase 
of its own dredging/weed re-
moval equipment. Machines 
are available that can do both 
and that would allow the 
Town to perform maintenance 
of its waterways with a likely 
reduction in expense over the 
long term. The equipment 
could even be rented to other 
lake shore municipalities to 
help defray our costs,” he said. 

Omission noted in November 21, 
2011 Committee of Whole minutes 
Town of Georgina Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Winnane 
Grant, submitted a brief report 
to the Committee of the Whole 
on Monday, February 4, 2013 
identifying an omission that 
was not included in the public 
record of the November 21, 
2011 Committee of the Whole 
meeting. 
At that meeting, council re-
solved into a closed meeting to 
discuss the now defunct defa-
mation lawsuit launched by 
Mayor Rob Grossi against 
former Leisure Services Direc-
tor John McLean.  
According to Ms. Grant, the 
public minutes for the Com-
mittee of the Whole meeting 
on that date did not record that 
Mr. Grossi had declared a pe-
cuniary interest in the discus-
sion when council resolved 
into the closed meeting.  
“We went into closed session 
and then we came out of 
closed session because the 
Mayor needed to declare his 
conflict of interest and leave 
the room,” she said. “That all 
got recorded in the closed 

meeting record but was omit-
ted in the open Committee of 
the Whole minutes.”  
She included a Notation of 
Omission in her report on Feb-
ruary 4, 2013 but several 
members of council were con-
cerned about the correct proce-
dures available to them to en-
sure the “Notation of Omis-
sion” was included on the 
town’s website where the 
original November 21, 2011 
minutes reside.  
“The problem is when some-
one goes to those minutes they 
will see the previous interpre-
tation,” Councillor Danny 
Wheeler said. “Will this 
(Notation of Omission) be 
incorporated into those min-
utes?”  
Ms. Grant responded by say-
ing the procedure she was rec-
ommending in her report, 
which was to include the No-
tation of Omission in the min-
utes of the February 4, 2013 
meeting ,“was not any differ-
ent than any other process” but 
she would bring the question 
up with the new clerk.  

Continued from page 1.  
decorum, courtesy and re-
spect and shall not publically 
criticize individual staff 
members in a way that casts 
aspersions on their profes-
sional competence and credi-
bility.  
In a statement released by the 
Town of Georgina, Mayor 
Grossi says “I always knew 
that what we were doing was 
the right thing to do to pro-
tect the integrity of the work 
Town staff do each and every 
day. To be completely exon-
erated by the Integrity Com-
missioner tells me that al-
though the process is cum-
bersome and difficult at times 
for my family and I, the re-
sults speak for themselves.”  
The statement went on to say 
that through the investigative 
process, Mr. Rust D’Eye 
found that Mayor Grossi 
acted in his capacity as 
Mayor and Chief Executive 

Officer of the Town and not 
in his personal capacity, 
“which is the position that 
both he (Grossi) and Council 
have taken since the initial 
complaints were made in 
early 2012,” quoted the state-
ment. 
The Town’s statement also 
quoted a comment made by 
Mr. Rust D’Eye in his report. 
“While I have no doubt that 
the concerns expressed by 
Ms. Toomey and other mem-
bers of the public were sin-
cere and public-spirited, I 
have concluded that they 
were addressing decisions by 
the Town Council, which 
made decisions within its 
power, not any conduct of the 
Mayor himself.”  
According to the Town state-
ment, Mr. Rust D’Eye has 
concluded that he would not 
deal separately with addi-
tional issues raised by Ms. 
Toomey.  

Report says no contravention of Code 



6 

Michelle Vandentil-
laart (centre) receives 
recognition from Rob 
Grossi (right) and 
Brad Smockum (left) 
for her work as the 
Chair of Georgina’s 
United Way Fundrais-
ing Committee. They 
raised $3,727.00.  

Hospice Georgina volun-
teer June Scandiffio 
(seated) and hair stylist 
Sue Baldwin from Allure 
Hair Creations in Keswick 
share a laugh during the 
4th Annual Haircut for 
Hospice fundraiser.  
Over the years, Allure Hair 
Creations has donated 
equipment and product and 
the hairstylists have do-
nated their time to raise 
$2,675 to help Hospice 
deliver caring programs 
for both in-home and in-
house clients.   

The new Board of Directors for the Chamber of Commerce was 
installed at the organization’s Annual General Meeting at the 
Briars on January 24 at the Briars Resort. The 2013 Board of 
Directors: Robin Smith (Chair), Rod Hisock (Vice Chair), 
Amanda Stewart (Secretary/Treasurer), Al Fenton (Past Chair), 
and Directors: Greg Park, Jane Morson, Dave Williams, Mike 
Mendonca, Jim Beecheyu, Jason Laidler, Christine Burton, An-
gelo Setton, Stephanie Frisch, Domenic Cutulle, Theresa 
McLeod. Not all members were available for the photo above.  
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Marion Lovell turns 90 years young 

An iconic member of the com-
munity and Club 55 in Sutton, 
Pefferlaw resident Marion 
Lovell was overwhelmed by 
the outpouring of best wishes 
and tributes from both friends 
and dignitaries at a special 
90th birthday celebration on 
January 31 at the Club 55.  
A special luncheon and cake, 
organized by both staff and 
Club 55 volunteers, gave eve-
ryone an opportunity to recog-
nize her dedication and com-
mitment to volunteerism and 
her community.  
Photo left to right: Back Row: 
Ward 4 Councillor Ken Hack-
enbrook, Ward 5 Councillor 
Brad Smockum. Middle Row: 
Marion Lovell (holding one of 
the many tributes from govern-
ment officials), Deputy Mayor 
and Regional Councillor, 
Danny Wheeler. Front Row: 
Mayor Rob Grossi.  


