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New idea for abandoned smelter property not popular with neighbours
Pat and Philip Wellman are “sick and tired”
of Georgina being used as a garbage dump
and are determined to squash a proposal to
open a contaminated soil remediation operation dead in its tracks.
The couple owns a dairy farm across the
road from the abandoned Thane smelter
facility on Warden Ave. north of Ravenshoe Rd. and have been waiting for years
for someone to take responsibility for the
contamination caused by more than 20
years of smelter operations.
Recently Mr. and Mrs. Wellman learned of
a scheme to clean up the contaminated soil
at the smelter site provided the soil remediation company would be allowed to operate a contaminated soil remediation business there and truck contaminated soil from
across the GTA to the site.
According to Mrs. Wellman, the presentation was made to a Public Liaison Committee organized by the Ministry of the Environment (MOE), a group that has been
meeting for two years to address how to
clean up the contaminated soil that was left
when the smelter operation was abandoned
in 1997.
“When I got a copy of the proposal I
started up a petition right away with the
local residents,” Mrs. Wellman said.
“Concerns about the smelter were raised in
the 1970s and something has to be done.
This has been going on for over 30 years
and just to think that they have come up

the designation from industrial to somewith this proposal, is ridiculous.”
thing else so they would have control over
Mrs. Wellman says an MOE study conthe uses of the site.”
cluded it would cost approximately $3.5
Mrs. Wellman has garnered several hunmillion to remediate the soil and when it
was tested in 2008, soil contamination had dred names on her petition which she will
present to council on February 14 when she
spread beyond the smelter property.
asks council to nix the idea of a soil reme“The owner, (Mr. Howard Sniatowski),
diation operation before it goes any further.
still has possession of the property but he
owes back taxes and the town doesn’t want
to seize the property
because of the contaminants,” she said.
She said in 2003 the
McGuinty government
promised to clean the
Pefferlaw area residents who in the process of being reproperty up but nothing
vised. However, Mr. Baskerwant relief from spring moshas been done since the
ville does not believe the faquitoes this year will once
smelter closed in 1997.
again need to opt into the pro- voured opt-out procedure will
“I want someone to
be approved in time.
gram, council was told at a
take responsibility for
Megan Keith, president of the
Committee of the Whole
the site because this has
meeting on Monday, February Pefferlaw Association of Rategone on for over 30
payers (PAR) and PAR mem7.
years and if the Town
Council approved the $85,854 ber, Iris Stanicia, addressed
doesn’t act, I feel we
council at the meeting and
and awarded the contract to
are going to have prostressed the importance of
Pestalto Environmental Serposals like this coming
expediting council’s approval
vices, the company which
down the line forever,”
of the mosquito abatement
delivered the Bti adulticide
Mrs. Wellman said.
program in order to get the
program in 2009 and 2010.
“I’m afraid that if the
According to Mr. Baskerville, necessary approvals from resiback taxes are paid, this
dents. Ms. Keith said a high
current Ministry of the Envicompany would be set
rate of positive responses is
ronment, guidelines require
up in business. I want
written consent from all prop- needed to achieve optimum
the town to seize the
results.
erty owners within the treatproperty and change
ment zones. The guidelines are

Council approves 2011
mosquito abatement program

2

Is it a tomato or a tomato?
Most of us agree that a vibrant
tourism industry makes a whole
lot of sense for a community that
sits on some of the best beach
front on Lake Simcoe. We are
only an hour’s drive from the
most populated city in Canada
and Lake Simcoe offers one of
the best fishing destinations in
the province.
So, we’ve got what the rest of
the world wants—wherein lies
the problem?
Why aren’t our historic main
streets in Sutton and Jackson’s
Point flooded with tourists every
weekend? Why is one of the few
lakefront hostelry’s we have,
closed? Where is the charm and
curb-side appeal of communities
like Niagara-on-the-Lake and
Unionville?
Our appeal as a tourist attraction
seems to be a secret when it
comes to comparing our tourism
industry to other Lake Simcoe
destinations—yet we are closer
than others, have a better fishery
and I will put our beaches up
against any others around the
lake.
Right now the Town of Georgina is trying to get their head
around how they can use
“culture” as a driver for economic development and attract
more tourism dollars into our
economy. There are dozens and
dozens of “cultural” events
which take place throughout the
year but a recent study suggests
that the majority of these events
are “community” undertakings
which attract more residents than
tourists. These include the Sutton Fair, music festivals, Canada
Day celebrations, Sno-Fest,
events at the Historical Village,
the Dinah Christie Challenge,
etc. etc.
I was encouraged to see so many
people participating in a recent
meeting devoted to discussing
how our cultural activities tie
into tourism. It confirms that the
subject of tourism is a top-ofmind concern among our community and business leaders.
However, I was a little concerned to see the Town group so
many “recreational” activities
into the “culture” category because I think Georgina’s primary

appeal as a tourist destination is
our “recreational” assets—such
as our fishery, our beaches, the
ROC, boating and camping.
Now, let me be clear—I’m not
saying that our cultural assets do
not have the potential to be a
driver for tourism, I’m just saying the attention and focus that is
currently on developing a tourism strategy for culture should
also be applied to defining our
potential as a recreational hub.
The Town has renamed the Leisure Services Department as the
Recreation, Parks and Culture
Department so they obviously
feel there is a distinction to be
made as well.
Phil Rose-Donohoe at the Town
said most people agree that
Georgina needs a “brand” but
because of our geographic and
community diversity, he was
having difficulty coming up with
one that would capture who we
are. I think it is obvious—it’s the
lake and all of the recreational
and cultural opportunities it has
to offer.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Plans underway to help Toth family with losses sustained in early morning fire
A tragic fire which
devastated the
Wilfrid home of Tom
and Sandra Toth and
their eight children
on Saturday, January
22 has motivated
community leaders
and volunteers to
schedule a fundraising event to assist the
family in rebuilding
their lives. The twostorey, century home,
The Toth family was forced from their century-old home in
located on the 10th
Concession of Brock Wilfrid at 3:00 a.m. Saturday morning when a blaze broke out
in an upstairs bedroom on January 22.
Township was not
insured.
The “Toth Family Community Hug” event To date, organizers have planned an outdoor skating event at the Pefferlaw Ice Pad
will be held at the Pefferlaw Lions Comfor all ages combined with indoor fundmunity Centre and the Pefferlaw Ice Pad
raising activities which include a silent
on Pete’s Lane, Saturday, February 19
auction, indoor games, live entertainment,
from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Organizers
are inviting community groups and service food and refreshments.
clubs to support the “Toth Family Commu- “We hope other community groups and
service clubs will come on board with their
nity Hug” by joining the event with their
own fundraising ideas and join us to show
own fundraising campaign and ideas.

their support for the family,” said event
organizer Penny Beaudrow.
A trust fund has been established at the
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in
Pefferlaw for those who wish to make a
monetary donation.
Anyone interested in volunteering at the
event or groups wanting to host a fundraising activity or donate a silent auction item
are invited to contact Penny Beaudrow at
(705) 437-4041 or email: communityhug@hotmail.com

NOTICE TO PEFFERLAW
ICE PAD USERS
Due to the
“Toth Family Community Hug”
fundraising event that will
take place on Saturday, February 19, hockey use of the
Pefferlaw Ice Pad will be suspended during the hours of
8:00 pm to 10:00 pm.
Public skating only.
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Minister’s report applauds Lake
Simcoe clean-up efforts
Ontario’s Minister
of the Environment
traveled onto Lake
Simcoe recently to
try his hand at ice
fishing and hand out
the government’s
first annual report
on the progress of
its Lake Simcoe
Protection Plan.
According to Minister John Wilkinson,
the government and Ontario Environment Minister John Wilkinson (left), Georgina Mayor Rob Grossi
its partners have
addressed 88 of the (centre) and Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Executive Director Gayle
119 policies outWood sample a piece of Lake Simcoe yellined in the Plan.
“Over the past year low perch during an ice fishing expediwe have made pro- tion.
gress on a number
of priority areas and we intend tems in their jurisdiction.
to keep the momentum going,” “What we have been doing is
listening to the community
he said, adding the goal is to
reduce phosphorus loadings in here and then playing our role.
Money is part of that and we
Lake Simcoe from 72 tonnes
are willing to listen to that,”
per year to 44 tonnes.
Minister Wilkinson said. “We
One of the initiatives which
came into effect on January 1, haven’t said no, but we don’t
2011deals with inspecting resi- have a plan before us because
the people who are helping us
dential septic systems within
100 metres of Lake Simcoe to with the money that has been
ensure they are operating prop- made available are working
erly. Municipalities have raised very hard to make sure that it is
concerns surrounding funding being used. And, there is
to address needed resources to money available from the fedtake on the added responsibil- eral government as well.”
ity of re-inspecting septic sys-

Georgina Fishing Ambassadors
The Economic Development
department for the Town of
Georgina has put a pilot project
in place to give Georgina’s
lucrative fishing industry a
boost in profile.
Five individuals have been
named “Fishing Ambassadors”
and will be the go-to guys
whenever expertise and knowledge about Georgina’s fishery
is sought.
According to Karyn Stone, the
Economic Development Manager for the Town of Georgina,
a Fishing Ambassador is a vol-

unteer position in which Glenn
Whitebread, Dan McGee, Ted
Rennie, Bruce Dearborne and
Bob Swain have agreed to participate.
“They will provide information
to anglers that will help enhance their fishing experience
here in Georgina,” Ms. Stone
said.
As a pilot project, the five ambassadors will record the type
of information anglers are
seeking and report back to the
Town on a regular basis.
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Culture can be driver for ED says town

 Life Insurance

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

Cultural advocates in Georgina
turned out in force last Tuesday evening to help the Town
redefine how cultural festivities can impact economic development (ED) through increased tourism.
This was the second forum of
several planned meetings organized by Georgina’s Cultural
Services Manager Phil RoseDonohoe and he began with a
presentation offering the results of a survey conducted at
the first meeting in November.
According to Mr. RoseDonohoe, the survey was intended to assist his department
as they mapped the type, location, mandate and sources of
funding of scheduled events
throughout Georgina.
The results of the study revealed most cultural festivities
are delivered through the efforts of the Town of Georgina
and organizations like the
Chamber of Commerce (40%)
followed by not-for-profit organizations (26.7%), for-profit
organizations (20%) and incorporated charities (13.3%).
Sponsorship was listed as the

number one source of funding
followed by the Town of Georgina, gate admissions, grants,
donations and memberships.
After the presentation, participants were asked to discuss
ideas and provide feedback to
the Town to help identify areas
where special events organizers can work together and assist in the development of a
multi-year cultural plan.
“We were pretty pleased with
the turnout and diversity of the
crowd,” Mr. Rose-Donohoe
said. “And, I think we began to
learn how special events organizers can work more
closely together.”
He said the evening highlighted the need to develop
tools to encourage greater collaboration and create a “brand”
for Georgina that would encompass the spirit of all Georgina communities yet elevate
Georgina’s appeal as a tourist
destination.
In an effort to develop a cultural plan, Mr. Rose-Donohoe
said the Town will apply for
funding under the Creative
Communities Prosperity Fund.

Haircut for Hospice

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Stylists at Allure Hair Creations
donated their time and talent on
Sunday, February 6 to raise
$940 for Hospice Georgina.
It is the second year Allure has
hosted the event.
Customers were treated to a

wash, cut and style for $20, all
of which was donated.
(Photo above) Allure Hair
Creations owner/operator Amy
Moskalyk (right) gives Adam
Davis a “new do” before he
flies off to Punta Cana.
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Sutton Sammy predicts early spring
When Sutton’s very own groundhog,
“Sutton Sammy”, was enticed by Dave
Haynes to crawl out of his burrow on a blustery February 2, the fabled meteorologist
hung around a bit to celebrate the coming of
an early spring and pose for photos with
Sutton Home Hardware staff and customers.
“He didn’t see his shadow so we only have
four more weeks of winter,” exclaimed Mr.
Haynes.
Even though this was the first year “Sutton
Sammy” tried his hat at predicting the
weather, he joins his cohorts Wiarton Willie
and Punxsutawney Phil in predicting an
early spring.
“He is quite young, but big for his age,” said
Mr. Haynes.
“Punxsutawney Phil” has been predicting
the weather on Groundhog Day for more
than 120 years and has only been accurate
39 per cent of the time. Wiarton Willie’s
predictions have hit the mark 37 per cent of
the time.
Photo right: Sutton Sammy gives a victorious wave and hugs Dave Haynes in
celebration after he failed to see his
shadow outside Sutton Home Hardware.
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Walk for Memories biggest yet

Dignitaries from the York Region Alzheimer Society and members of Town council cut the ribbon at the Walk for Memories
opening ceremony. (L to R) Loren Freid, Phil Craig, Ken Hackenbrook, Rob Grossi, Katie Gilligan, Al Bush, Bill Wylie.
Over $6,800 was raised at the
Georgina Ice Palace when
young and old alike participated in the Walk for Memories on January 29 to support
the fundraising efforts of the
York Region Alzheimer Society.
According to Elaine Ross, the

Walk for Memories event, held
across the region, is one of the
organization’s largest fundraising contributors.
Making their fouth appearance
at the annual event were the
Thursday Night Line Dancers
led by Kelly Hines. In total, the
group raised $1,800.

Tennyson Tidbits
Congratulations to John Sibbald who will receive the Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario
Heritage Award for Lifetime
Achievement at a Queen’s
Park ceremony on Friday, February 25. We are very proud of
you, John.
We also want to congratulate
Rachel Big Canoe, Sherri Taylor, Charles and Sybil Litman,
Jack Gibbons and Robert Matthews when they receive their
Ontario Heritage Trust Community Recognition certificates
and achievement pins at a
Town of Georgina ceremony
on Monday, February 14.

Happy Birthday to Abbi Shier
who will turn five on February
14. Love from Grandma and
Grandpa Shier.
I hear Clara Big Canoe will
celebrate a birthday on February 16 and husband Paul, will
also celebrate in February.
Cheers to you both!
Birthday love and best wishes
from the family are extended to
David Wilson who celebrates
his special day on February 12
and to Pam Hanna-Munro who
gets an extra special squeeze
on Valentine’s Day.

Cheers to Chaplain Grant
Happy 92nd Birthday to Doris Verdoold and his crew at the
Keating (left) as she celebrates Salvation Army Sutton Youth
Shelter for taking time to disher birthday with her sister
tribute survival kits to people
Nora Sedore, 90, (right) at a
birthday party on Sun. Feb 6. in need this winter.

Hurry, hurry, the bar is opening...

(Above) Some of the members
of 16 teams participating in
two draws at the Ice Cube
Spiel in Sutton on Saturday,
February 26 take a break from
the action on the ice where
Cathy White (right) delivers a
rock. A good time was had by
all—right, Marguerite?!
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No leaky tikis here—just cardboard & tape

After taking the day to build a
boat made out of cardboard in
the gym of Black River
School, 21 school teams
launched their crafts in the
Georgina pool and raced the
length of the pool.
The Cardboard Boat Race is an
event sponsored by Skills Can-

ada and according to spokesperson, Nancy Clark, the competition allows students to use
their creativity and acquire
knowledge of skilled trades.
“They are marked on construction, safety, their knowledge of
skilled trades and creativity,”
said Ms. Clark.

Students celebrate Literacy Day

These MGPS students are all smiles as they try to determine their
identity from clues in a game of Hedbanz.

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu

Students at Morning Glory
Public School (MGPS) spent
Literacy Day on January 27
participating in a wide variety
of events organized by staffers
Terry Cariglia-Bull and Lesley
Mercer.
The idea behind the event was
to incorporate fun, playful activities and raise literacy

awareness at the same time.
Events included games such as
Jeopardy, Hedbanz, Scrabble
and Monopoly. Students were
also asked to bring a book to
the school for a Book Swap
which resulted in hundreds of
books being available for students to take home.
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Ted Petkoff, Georgina’s oldest citizen turns 107
“He is such a gentleman”. “Ted is a perfect
gentleman”. “What a wonderful gentleman
he is”. No matter who you talk to about Ted
Petkoff, the word “gentleman” always
comes up in the conversation.
Ted Petkoff, Georgina’s oldest and most
respected citizen, turned 107 years young
on January 31 and members of Club 55
took the opportunity to help him celebrate
by organizing a birthday party at the
Golden Dragon Restaurant in Jackson’s
Point on Thursday, January 27.
Most of the partygoers were already seated
when Ted drove up, parked his car and
strolled into the restaurant.
But before he sat down he was quick to
help one of the latecomers off with her coat.
Ted’s secret to a long life is love and leisure. “Live right, take care of yourself, lots
of love and stay active,” he says.
Ted moved to Canada from Macedonia in
1930 and has been a resident of Georgina
for over 30 years.
He spent much of his life in the food ser-

vice industry as
the owner of
“Amazing Ted’s”
restaurant in Toronto. He was
also a professional singer and
staged solo performances at
Massey Hall and
on the radio.
He still enjoys
driving and is an
active and passionate golfer. He
has hit four
holes-in-one in
his lifetime but
says no one was
there to witness
one of them.
Happy Birthday,
Ted!

(Top
Left) Ted
Petkoff
turned
107
years
young on
January
31 and
attended
a birthday
party in
his honour at
the
Golden
Dragon
Restaurant on
January
27.

(Bottom Left) Ted (centre) receives a kiss from fellow Club 55ers,
Georgia Lyons (left) and Marion Lovell (right). Marion also celebrated her birthday with Ted on January 31.
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Peter Gzowski Library in Sutton will
host an astronomy presentation by John
Percy from the University of Toronto on
Thurs. Feb. 10 at 6:30 pm.

Toth Family Community Hug, February
19 at Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre
and Pefferlaw Ice Pad. Fun starts at 7:00
pm.

Sno-Fest, Georgina’s premier winter carnival will be held on Sat. Feb. 12 from 10 am
to 3 pm at De La Salle park in Jackson’s Pt.
Fun and games for everyone.

The Parish Nursing Ministry at Knox
United Church presents Healthy Retirement Living on Thurs. Feb. 17 at 1:00 pm.
All welcome. No charge. (905) 722-3742.

The Sutton Legion will host a 50s, 60s, 70s Youth interested in growing giant flowers
Re-Member Dance on Sat. Feb. 12 at 8:00 and vegetables are invited to attend a 4-H
pm. All welcome.
& Georgina Brock Giants Club on Sun.
Feb. 20 at Pefferlaw Peat at 1:30 pm. Cost
February Heart Month will be recognized
of membership is $5. Call (705) 437-7834.
in Georgina with two events focussing on
family fitness. Aqua fit classes and exerEaglewood Folk Festival is hosting a live
cises will be held at the Sutton Pool on Sat. music event at the Belvedere on Sun. Feb.
Feb. 12 from 1:30 to 4:30 pm. On Sat. Feb. 20 from 3:00 to 7:00 pm, an afternoon
26 go to the Georgina Gym at the Ice Pal- showcasing several artists. No charge. Buy
ance between 11:00 am. and 3:00 pm for
a membership to support the festival.
Information on scholarships, grants and
Tai Chi, Zumba, Yoga and Boot Camp.
loans for students considering a postThe Georgina-Brock Garden Club will
secondary education will be presented at
meet at the Wilfrid Hall at 6:30 pm on
the Peter Gzowski Library on Tues. Feb. 22
Mon. Feb. 14 for an Annual Pot Luck Din- at 7:00 pm.
ner and General Meeting. Everyone welHere it is! The 7th Annual Cannington
come. Call (705) 437-4366.
Dog Sled Races and Winter Festival. The
The Georgina Public Library is undertak- two event starting Feb. 26 will see 70 dog
ing a Strategic Plan that will help to guide sled teams from across North America INthe Library Board and staff in planning
CLUDING Jamaica, compete for $10,000
collections, services and facilities for the
in prize money. Pancake breakfast, ice
next three to five years and they are ensculptures, vendors and much more. Visit
couraging ideas from the public at three
www.canningtondogsledraces.com
meetings: Pefferlaw Branch, Wed. Feb. 16
at 6:30; Sutton Branch, Tues. Mar. 1, 2:00 Drop into the Georgina Arts Centre &
to 4:00 pm; Keswick Branch, Tues. Mar. 1 Gallery this month and check out the Main
Gallery where the works of Chantal Barber,
at 6:30 pm.
Max Lupo and Zoe Perrin can be found.
Come and Improvise at the Keswick LiThe Bruce Smith Gallery is featuring
brary on Feb. 16 (7-9pm) or Feb. 19 (1“Water and Storm Clouds” with work from
3pm). Actor, writer, improv coach Alana
Albert Chiarandini, Bruce Smith and Tom
Shields offers games and a workshop for
Zsolt. While you are there, enter the 11th
ages 13 to 19. Call (905) 476-5762 for your Annual Juried Photography Exhibition.
preferred date.
Work must be entered by Feb. 19.

In the Oooops! Category...
On page 8 in the January 24, 2011
issue I mistakenly quoted the price
of the Lions Club Rain Barrels as
$45 each. The rain barrels are being sold for $55 each. I regret the
error and any inconvenience this
may have caused.
KW

CLASSIFIED ADS
Eavestrough cleaning and protection system installed. Fast service
and reasonable rates.
Free estimates.
Call Eric (705) 437-4634 Pefferlaw
REPAIR SERVICE
FURNITURE & LIGHTING
Chair and table re-gluing. Damage
repairs. Lamp and lighting fixture
rewiring. Oil lamp restoration. 30
years experience. (905) 722-7722
APARTMENT FOR RENT
Apartment for rent with balcony at
89 High St. in Sutton.
No Smoking and no pets.
Call (905) 722-3640.
PEFFERLAW AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Supervised homework, crafts,
supper at 5:00 pm, games,
supervised play. Mon.—Fri. or part
time as required.
Call (905) 806-0658
HOME REPAIRS AND RENOS
Need work around the house and
can’t find reliable people at reasonable rates? Look no further. Call us.
(905) 722-4079.

