
Georgina’s oldest citizen turns 104 and he can’t wait for golfing season  
For Ted Petkoff, 
turning 104 means 
that his golf game 
only gets easier.  
“I’m still shooting 
below my age,” he 
says.  
Yes, that’s right. 
Ted is already plan-
ning the first golf 
tournament of the 
season and golf is 
still one of his most 
treasured pastimes.  
“I like to stay ac-
tive,” he says add-
ing that he still 
plays the game at 
least three or four 
times a week.  In 
fact, over the years, 
Ted had a hole-in-
one three times al-
though he says he 
has actually had 
four—”but no one 
was there to witness 
it.”   
Originally from Macedonia, Ted moved to 
Canada on September 20, 1930 and has 
been a resident of Georgina for over 30 
years.  He has lived through every major 

world conflict since 
the Balkan War and 
still remembers the 
horror of WWI 
bombs falling in his 
village as his mother 
hustled her family 
into a nearby field 
and escaped with 
them to a neighbour-
ing town.  
An entrepreneur 
most of his life, Ted 
owned a restaurant 
called Amazing 
Ted’s  in Toronto 
and ran a food ser-
vice business at two 
Toronto collegiates 
for many years. He 
was a professional 
singer, staging solo 
engagements and 
concerts on radio 
and at Massey Hall 
in Toronto. 
In 2002 at the age of 
100, Ted purchased 

a brand new canary-yellow Ford Mustang 
and still drives it today.  
“I enjoy driving more today than ever be-
fore,” he says.  

Having done most everything he has 
wanted to do, his philosophy on life is 
clear-cut and simple—love one another.  
“Love everybody, respect everybody and 
especially old people and children,” he 
said. “I love people, all the people and I 
love children and old people and I like to 
help them. Even though they are younger 
than me, many of them need help.”  
He has never smoked and doesn’t drink 
and he likes to eat almost anything, espe-
cially spicy food. He has never been sick 
nor has he ever been admitted to a hospital.  
“I’ve been very lucky, thank God,” he 
says.  
Married three times, Ted’s third wife Bea 
currently resides in a nursing home in 
Newmarket and he is patiently waiting for 
her to be 
transferred to 
a home in 
Keswick.  
When asked 
what his se-
cret for lon-
gevity was he 
replied, “Live 
right, take 
care of your-
self, lots of 
love and stay 
active.”  

Ted Petkoff celebrated his 104th birthday 
at the Sutton Seniors’ Centre on January 
31 and was presented with a cake boasting 
a photo of him with his wife Bea and his 
yellow Ford Mustang.  

 

Ted Petkoff, left, shares the 
spotlight with Avice Clarry 
who turns 95 in April.  
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As a member of the press, I 
receive lots and lots of press 
releases and emails from a va-
riety of sources and of late, 
many of them are coming from 
political sources.  
There seems to be a lot of po-
litical posturing going on 
here—everyone seems to be 
jockeying for position for an-
other federal election.  
Opposition leaders have re-
fused to admit that they are 
planning to defeat the minority 
Conservative government 
when it presents its budget at 
the end of this month or in 
early March. But given the 
amount of activity going on, I 
suspect this budget ain’t gonna 
make it.  
I was on the internet recently 
browsing around and I noticed 
there is a website where you 
can bet virtual money on the 
date you think an election will 
be called. To date, the two 
most popular months are May 
and June of 2008—Hmmm.  
I’ve received press releases 
from all parties who are intro-
ducing or re-introducing their 
candidates. In fact, one press 
release described “a successful 
campaign kick-off”. Hmmm.  
I looked at another website 
where the results of an opinion 
poll are displayed and in this 
particular poll the Conserva-
tives are behind the Liberals 
(32 to 29). Hmmm.  
If the Conservative minority 
government could survive all 
votes in the house, the date for 
the next federal election would 
be October 19, 2009. But with 
all this activity going on, I 
somehow doubt that is going to 
happen. 
I wonder at the integrity of 
opposition political parties that 
sit around and wait for the 
most opportune time to defeat 
the government just so they 
can have another shot at win-
ning an election. I was kind of 
hoping members of parliament 
would cast their votes based on 
what is best for the country and 
not what is best for themselves.  

Naïve—aren’t I?  
Without even seeing the 
budget or knowing what is in 
it, all of this activity suggests 
that the opposition parties have 
already made up their mind to 
defeat the government and 
bring us back to the polls.  
What a waste—especially if 
the Conservatives come up 
with a budget that is good for 
Canada and Canadians.  
The last election cost Canadian 
taxpayers approximately $278 
million. And that doesn’t in-
clude all of the monies each 
candidate raised to run their 
own campaign.  
That is a lot of health care, a 
lot of education, a lot of envi-
ronmental programs and a lot 
of municipal infrastructure. It 
makes no sense to me to go 
back to the polls just for the 
sake of going back to the polls.  
If the budget is defeated it 
should be on its own merit and 
not the whim of the opposition.   
 
Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Pefferlaw scores new doctor  

Dr. Alan Ravenscroft is set to 
hang out his shingle at the Fam-
ily Health Centre in Pefferlaw 
beginning February 11 to the 
relief of many residents cur-
rently managing 
without a fam-
ily physician.  
Dr. Ravenscroft 
comes to Pef-
ferlaw with 
more than 45 
years experi-
ence as a gen-
eral practitioner 
and is looking 
forward to re-
suming a medi-
cal practice 
within a rural 
setting.  
“I’m like Mar-
cus Welby,” Dr. 
Ravenscroft 
says. “My gen-
eration of physi-
cian is used to 
doing every-
thing and what 
the rural area 
does for me is it 
allows me to practice in the old 
style.” 
His definition of “old style” 
includes creating an atmosphere 
of mutual respect that allows 
him to bond with his patients as 
he listens attentively to their 
problems.  
“In the country, they expect me 
to do more and that is fine with 
me. It is a win-win,” he says.  
Dr. Pat Marchuk is thrilled with 
the idea of sharing space with 
Dr. Ravenscroft and she be-
lieves his “art of medicine” ap-
proach to a family practice is a 
perfect fit for Pefferlaw and the 
Family Health Centre.  
“I am absolutely delighted,” she 
says. “It is really quite incredi-
ble that we can have a physician 
of Dr. Ravenscroft’s calibre and 
training because that is difficult 
to find. He is someone who is 
accustomed and confident about 
practicing in a rural area be-
cause it is different. The rela-
tionships are different, the 

knowledge level has to be dif-
ferent, the level of commitment 
is different and the whole atti-
tude is different,” she said.  
In addition to other rural areas, 

Dr. Ravenscroft 
has practiced 
most recently in 
Cannington and 
Brechin and he 
and his wife 
currently reside 
in Beaverton.  
He earned his 
degree in medi-
cine in Edin-
burgh, Scotland 
and has prac-
ticed in Canada 
since 1966.  
After practicing 
for more than 20 
years in London, 
Ontario as a 
family physician 
and teaching 
physician at the 
hospital there, 
Dr. Ravenscroft 
is comfortable 
with the team 

approach to health care and is 
well trained in trauma after 
spending years in hospital emer-
gency rooms. “That is one of the 
things I bring to the table here,” 
he says.  
Given that Georgina is under-
served by at least seven doctors 
and the doctor shortage in On-
tario is expected to become even 
more critical in the next five 
years as aging physicians retire, 
the addition of Dr. Ravenscroft 
in Pefferlaw is fortunate says 
Dr. Marchuk.  
“We get inquiries everyday and 
my practice has been closed (to 
new patients) for about eight to 
10 years,” she said. “So we are 
very fortunate.”  
Dr. Ravenscroft will be accept-
ing new patients when his office 
opens on February 11and ini-
tially he will be available five 
days a week from 9:00 am to 
5:00 pm. The new phone num-
ber for his office will be (705) 
437-2002.  

Dr. Pat Marchuk (right) wel-
comes Dr. Alan Ravenscroft 
(left) to the Family Health 
Centre of Pefferlaw.  
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For the past four years, Tom McCreight 
from Udora and his five-piece bluegrass 
band, Siverbirch, have been staging a 
fund-raising concert in Uxbridge. And 
each year the beneficiary of the monies 
raised is different.  
To date the Stephen Lewis Foundation 
supporting Aids in Africa, Cancer Re-
search and the Uxbridge Youth Centre 
have been recipients. This year, the con-
cert’s receipts will go to ArtsCan Circle, a 
charitable organization that is dedicated to 
linking creative artists with native youth 
at risk in Canada. 
According to Mr. McCreight, this organi-
zation has helped put hundred of guitars 
and other musical instruments in the 
hands of native youth from Labrador to 
Nunavut and northern Ontario.    
“The children truly appreciate the chance 
to make music and at least for a little 

while, escape the troubles of their daily 
lives,” he says.  
ArtsCan Circle was inspired by the work 
of Mike Stevens, a multi-talented harmon-
ica player who visited remote native com-
munities in Labrador in 2000.  
Past concerts have allowed Silverbirch to 
present donations from $1,800 to $3,000 
to the recipient organizations.  
This year’s concert will take place at the 
Uxbridge Music Hall on Saturday, March 
1 and will feature the talents of four Cana-
dian musicians—Marie-Lynn Hammond, 
Lenore, the Dnes Sisters and Silver-
birch—all of whom have their musical 
roots in bluegrass and folk music.   
Tickets for the event are $15 and are 
available at the Blue Heron Book Store in 
Uxbridge and the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 170 in Uxbridge. Patrons can also 
call Mr. McCreight at (705) 228-8426.  

Udora musician behind concert to support native youth 

Just out for a stroll on the Pefferlaw River 

This photo comes from James Arundell of Pefferlaw who captured this shot of a 
coyote on the Pefferlaw River near the walking bridge on Station Road on Fri-
day, February 1.  
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Time Of Use electricity rates coming soon George Corner’s Diary 1896-1925 
As Ontario electrical utility pro-
viders scurry to ensure that 
every Ontario resident and busi-
ness operator has a Smart Metre 
installed by 2010, some Ontario 
communities have already 
switched to the Time-of-Use 
(TOU) rate program.  
The Smart Metre, which was 
recently installed in the Peffer-
law area, will give residents an 
opportunity to try and save 
money by shifting some of their 
energy intensive activities to a 
non-peak time period when rates 
are lowest.  
According to a Hydro One 
spokesperson, customers in the 
Pefferlaw area are scheduled to 
move to the time-of-use rate 
program by the end of the first 
quarter in 2008. Until then, the 
smart metre will calculate bills 

based on the traditional Regu-
lated Price Plan. However, us-
age will be electronically com-
municated to the utility and resi-
dents will be able to see the 
results of their electrical de-
mands immediately—a benefit 
which utilities hope will create 
awareness and a culture of con-
servation.  
So far, two Ontario communi-
ties have begun using TOU rate 
programs and according to one 
customer in Newmarket, it has 
been a good move and one that 
has already started saving her 
money. “We love it,” says Linda 
Gray of Newmarket. “Now we 
are doing our washing and 
washing dishes during off-peak 
hours and it has made an amaz-
ing difference,” she said.   

January 28, 1925 — Very cold, east wind, 40 degrees be-
low zero. George A. Corner in for hot water to loosen the 
pipes in the stable. Bruce Corner drove by the door to make a 
track. The cold has made me very smothery. I have to stay in 
the house. I brought in wood and hugged the stove. Edna 
Corner came for butter. Let her have a little. Measles have 
broken out in Pefferlaw School. School closed for two 
weeks. Mrs. Andrew Shier had a baby boy last night.  
 

February 7, 1925—George A. Corner took hogs to the sta-
tion. Took Mr. White some wood. Beulah Corner saw Robert 
Preston today. He is very frail and weak. One of Fred 
Brown’s best horses died today.  

 

According to a Hydro One spokesperson new Smart Metres and the 
new Time of Use rates will allow home owners to calculate their us-
age in real-time. Hydro One anticipates this new approach will in-
crease awareness and generate a new culture around conservation.  



Cryderman’s Chronicles 

www.stoneandstove.ca 

Happy Belated Birthday to 
Margaret Meeks who cele-
brated her special day on Janu-
ary 19. Congrats from your 
friend Marion Griffith.  
 

Special Birthday greetings to 
twins Matthew Warren Irwin 
and  Blake Alvin Irwin. They 
are celebrating their first birth-
day on February 12. Greetings 
from Auntie Margaret.   
 

Ernie Schofield of “The Oaks” 
recently celebrated his 86th 
birthday at the Lake Simcoe 
Arms with his lovely wife 
Mary and their friends John & 
Jean Pynn, Bud & Muriel Leg-
gett and John and Betty Allen. 
Many happy returns, Ernie.  
 

Congratulations to the mem-
bers of Knox United church for 
a successful Pancake Breakfast 
for the school children in Sut-
ton. I hear they fed over 600 
children. This annual event is a 
 

great asset to our community.  
 

Stephen Leacock Theatre in 
Keswick recently had Stewart 
McLean of CBC Radio taping 
two episodes of his Vinyl Café 
Saturday show. If you tune in 
this weekend or go on line you 
may hear his spin on our area. 
It’s is a great show and the 
audience loved it. 
 

Congratulations to interna-
tional portrait photographer, 
Gabi Von Gans of Georgina 
who is celebrating 25 years in 
business. A sneak preview of 
her Women of Wisdom Series 
will be exhibited in the Town 
Hall in Aurora beginning Feb-
ruary 29, The Mayor of Aurora, 
Phyllis Morris is hosting the 
event. The show runs until 
April 30.. The year 2008 has 
been proclaimed Arts, Heritage 
& Culture year in Aurora. By 
the way Happy Birthday Gabi 
on Jan. 23. 
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After confirming the presence of 
a cougar in Niagara Falls last 
summer, a researcher at the 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) is convinced that there 
are cougars in southern Ontario. 
As a result Dr. Rick Rosatte, a 
senior research scientist with 
MNR, is spear-heading a re-
search project to determine their 
numbers and their origins.  
“There appears to be an increase 
of apparent cougar sightings,” 
Dr. Rosatte said, “going from 
roughly 20 or 30 in the 1930s 
and 40s to more than 500 appar-
ent sightings between 2002 and 
the present.”  
Dr. Rosatte flatly denies a ru-
mour that MNR was responsible 
for introducing the cougars to 
the wild.  
“That is absolutely false,” he 
said. “I have probably heard that 
same rumour 100 times and 
there is no truth to it at all”.  
Instead, Dr. Rosatte suggests a 
number of theories that could 
explain their presence here. It 
could be a combination of cou-
gars escaping or being released 
by their owners, of the animals 

wandering into the area from the 
west as they can travel between 
1,000 and 1,500 miles a year, or 
they could be part of a native 
population that was at low den-
sities and has suddenly in-
creased he said.  
“White-tail deer are their pri-
mary prey and white-tail deer 
populations have been increas-
ing with our mild winters. So if 
you have more deer you could 
get more cougars,” he said.  
Due to a recent number of re-
ported sightings in this area, Dr. 
Rosatte has set up cameras and 
fur traps in the Cannington and 
Sunderland areas in the hope of 
capturing evidence that will help 
determine how many there are 
and where they came from. 
He suggests anyone coming in 
contact with a cougar should 
take the same precautionary 
approach as they would with a 
bear, “back away and don’t 
run,” he said. 
Sightings should be reported 
immediately by contacting Dr. 
Rosette personally at (705) 755-
2280. 
 

MNR confirms cougars in S. Ontario   
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Georgina Island to host ice fishing 
tournament 

Sutton Ice Cube Bonspiel 

(Photo above) Diane Armstrong takes careful aim and re-
leases her rock during the annual Ice Cube Bonspiel at the 
Sutton Curling Club.  
This year the Sutton Club hosted 16 teams totaling 64 curl-
ers. Julie Szymansky and her team from Fenelon Falls won 
the spiel.  
If you are looking for a winter sport that involves a lot of fun 
and socializing, try curling. It’s a great way to meet new 
friends and the club is always looking for new members.  

“So You Think You Can Fish” 
is the theme of the First An-
nual Georgina Island First Na-
tions Ice Fishing Challenge.  
Hosted by the Georgina Island 
Tourism Company, the ice 
fishing challenge will be held 
on Saturday, March 1. There 
are 100 spots available and the 
registration fee is $35. 
“This is the first time Georgina 
Island has ever hosted an ice 
fishing derby of any kind,” 
said organizer Sheri Taylor.  
Anglers are invited to make 
their way to the community 
centre on the island on March 
1 where registration will be 
open around 7:30 am. The 
challenge will start at 9:00 am 
and will conclude at 3:00 pm.  
“We have a category for both 
men and women,” Ms. Taylor 
said.  
 “The man and woman with the 
heaviest fish in the trout or 
whitefish category will win 
cash prizes,” said Suzanne 
Smoke, manager of Marketing 
and Promotion for the Geor-
gina Island Tourism Company.  

According to Ms. Smoke the 
idea behind the ice-fishing 
challenge is to encourage an-
glers of all races and gender to 
have fun and enjoy the lake.  
“And we are hoping everyone 
will go out and have fun and 
enjoy the lake with their fami-
lies. We call it ‘living the good 
life’ or ‘mno-bmaadbiwin’,” 
she said.  
Ms. Smoke and Ms. Taylor 
have secured a number of local 
and national sponsors for the 
tournament and expect to have 
a significant prize table to hand 
out to lucky anglers.  
The challenge is a live-release 
tournament and participants are 
invited to pre-register with 
Sheri or Suzanne at (705) 437-
3598 or 1 (866) 340-4996 or 
visit: 
www.georginaislandtourism.com 
Ms. Taylor advises participants 
that the ice-fishing challenge 
may be cancelled due to poor 
weather conditions and anglers 
should check with organizers 
for up-to-date information as 
the date approaches.   
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Georgina Island acquires new 
Husky airboat  
A 2008 Husky airboat is the 
newest addition to the Georgina 
Island airboat fleet and went 
into service last month.  
Equipped 
with a 
global posi-
tioning 
system, the 
20 ft. air-
boat seats 
eight pas-
sengers and 
can make 
the trip to 
the island 
from the 
Virginia 
Beach ma-
rina in five to 10 minutes.  
The three airboats, commonly 
known as scoots, are used to 
safely transport Georgina Island 
residents and school children 
across the lake when the Aaz-
haawe ferry is not in service.  
According to airboat pilot Doug 

Warren (in photo), the scoots 
also have been used to provide 
transportation during emer-
gency situations on the island 

and for lake rescues—a service 
for which the pilots of these 
boats have received a number 
of commendations in the past.  
The new scoot is made of fibre-
glass with a Kevlar laminated 
bottom and is powered by a 425  
HP Mercruiser motor.  

Chinese New Year—Year of the Rat 
This year, Chinese/Canadians 
will be celebrating the Chinese 
New Year on February 7. The 
Chinese Lunar New Year is the 
longest chronological record in 
history as it dates back to 2600 
BC when the Emperor Huang 
Ti introduced the first cycle of 
the zodiac.  
Like the western calendar, the 
Chinese Lunar calendar is a 
yearly one with the start of the 
lunar year being based on the 
cycles of the moon. This means 
the date for the New Year 
changes each year as it falls on 
the second New Moon after the 
first day of winter which is usu-
ally December 21 or 22. Thus, 
the beginning of the year can 
fall anywhere between late 
January and the middle of Feb-
ruary. A complete cycle takes 
60 years and is made up of five 
cycles of 12 years each.  
The Chinese Lunar calendar 

names each of the 12 years after 
an animal. Legend has it that 
the Lord Buddha summoned all 
the animals to come to him 
before he departed from earth. 
Only 12 came to bid him fare-
well and as a reward, he named 
a year after each one in the or-
der they arrived.  
The Chinese believe the animal 
ruling the year in which a per-
son is born has a profound in-
fluence on personality and be-
lieve “this is the animal that 
hides in your heart”.  
The sign of the Rat is the first 
sign in the cycle. Rat people 
exude great leadership qualities 
and are good at taking the lead. 
They don't mind a lot of re-
sponsibility and they demon-
strate a strong presence that 
other people respect. For those 
with the Rat nature, status and 
monetary satisfaction are the 
greatest motivation.  
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Tennyson Tidbits 
Happy Birthday to Rev. Kath-
ryn McIntosh who celebrates 
her birthday on February 8.  
 

Best birthday wishes are also 
extended to Eleanor Gallinger  
who celebrated her special day 
on February 9.  
 

Also on February 9 we extend 
our birthday wishes to Erin 
Clyde. Erin recently received 
her Masters degree from 
Queens and has moved to 
Guelph where she has accepted 
a job with an environmental 
consulting firm.  
 

Another reader celebrating a 
birthday on February 9 is 
Marilyn Tamblyn. Have a 
great day Marilyn.  
 

Little Abbi Shier will turn two 
years old on Valentine’s Day. 
Hearts to you Abbi.  
 

Happy Birthday to Dianne 
Roberts who will celebrate on 
February 18. Cheers, Dianne.  
 

Happy Silver Wedding Anni-
versary wishes go out to 
Gladys and Howard Ham-
erston. Gladys and Howard 
met over 25 years ago through 
the personal ads in the Toronto 
Star and married on January 29, 
1983. Gladys said she received 
87 letters in response to her ad 
and chose to meet Howard after 
talking to him on the telephone 
and learning that he enjoyed 
country living and liked ani-
mals. Cheers to both of you.  
 

Nicole Mabee and Jason Wil-
son would like to thank all the 

staff and patrons of the LCBO 
in Pefferlaw who donated more 
than $675 to the family during 
a difficult time.  
 

Our heartfelt condolences are 
extended to the family and 
many friends of Larry Hunter. 
Larry passed away in his home 
on Monday, Jan. 28, 2008 at the 
age of 60. Larry is survived by 
his wife Helene Viau, children 
Neil Scarlett (Kim) of Canning-
ton and Laura Hunter (Tony) of 
Kirkfield, his sister Marlene 
Keane and three grandchildren. 
Larry was an extremely active 
member of the Pefferlaw com-
munity and was associated with 
the Pefferlaw Ratepayers Asso-
ciation, the Lions Club and 
Heart of Ontario Snowmobile 
Club. The family extends their 
gratitude and appreciation to 
the special friends, neighbours 
and home care nurse Debbie 
Banfield  who offered their 
support to the family.  
 

We also extend our sympathies 
to the family and friends of Ab 
Mount who passed away on 
Tues. Jan. 22, 2008. Ab, a long-
time member of the Pefferlaw 
community, is survived by his 
two daughters, Maureen and 
Kim, and their children.  
 

Our condolences also go out to 
the family and friends of 
Grace Hall, 73, who passed 
away on Monday, Feb. 4. Mrs. 
Hall was Past Matron of the 
Eastern Star and is survived by 
her children, James and Al-
berta and their families.   
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Sutton EDR expands team/services  
The privately-funded physio-
therapy clinic in Sutton, EDR,  
is expanding their health care 
team to include an occupa-
tional therapist, a manual 
therapist, a dietician, an acces-
sibility consultant and two reg-
istered nurses—all in an effort 
to bring essential primary 
health care services closer to 
the Georgina market.  
“We have had clientele just 

come out of the cardiac pro-
gram at the hospital and they 
don’t want to drive back there. 
They want to do it here,” said 
Beth Daw-Ryder, EDR owner/
operator.  
Now called EDR Professional 
Health Care Clinic, (EDR 
stands for Excellence and 
Dedication to Rehabilitation) 
the team provides services to 
help patients manage pain and 
mobility issues associated with 
ailments that include arthritis, 
spinal pain, sciatica, joint or 
muscle pain from injury, ten-
donitis, bursitis, sprains and 
strains, tennis elbow, golfing 
wrist,  elbow, repetitive strain 
injuries, carpal tunnel, neuro-
pathic pain, shingles, sports 
injuries and wound/ulcer heal-
ing. 
According to Ms. Daw-Ryder, 
the newly expanded health care 
centre draws on the expertise 
of 13 individual health care 
professionals to help manage 

pain and physical dysfunction 
through low level laser tech-
nology, manual therapy, exer-
cise therapy, ergonomics, 
brace/splint fitting, postural/
gait/balance training and con-
sultation. 
“We are all primary health care 
providers,” Ms. Daw-Ryder 
says, “and we are client fo-
cused. When we deliver care 
we know our clients are em-

powered to be here and they 
want good service and we hope 
that is what we are offering 
them because they go to a lot 
of effort to come.” 
Ms. Daw-Ryder stressed that 
each session is one-on-one and 
the consultants spend time edu-
cating their patients so they can 
eventually self-manage their 
own health care.  
“We don’t urge our clients to 
come back for something they 
are capable of doing them-
selves,” she says. “That has 
always been our philosophy 
and that will not change.”  
With the additional resources 
Ms. Daw-Ryder says the clinic 
is now well equipped to sup-
port the needs of patients who 
would otherwise be required to 
drive to Newmarket. 
Although the EDR health care 
services are not covered by 
OHIP, patients can use third-
party insurance plans to cover 
the cost.  

MPP Julia Munro (L) tries out the weights located at the newly 
expanded EDR offices in Sutton as Beth Daw-Ryder looks on.  
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Nanabush Trails—an educational journey through nature and the  
Chippewa culture on Georgina Island 
For Sheri Taylor, Suzanne Smoke and 
Lenora Charles, working to protect na-
ture’s bounty is an honour that has been 
bestowed upon women by the creator. And 
managing tours through one of Georgina 
Island’s most cherished assets is regarded 
as part of that  sacred trust.  
In 2001 when the educational Nanabush 
Trails nature walk opened on the island, 
approximately 50 people made the trek 
through the four kilometre island trail. 
“Last year we probably had close to 1,000 
people,” said Ms. 
Taylor.  
Nanabush Trails 
leads the visitor 
along four paths 
of the Chippe-
was, each repre-
senting the col-
ours of the medi-
cine wheel—the 
Sweetgrass Trail, 
the Tobacco 
Trail, Cedar Trail 
and Sage Trail.  
The Sweetgrass 
Trail features a 
wigwam village built by the people of 
Georgina Island using saplings for the 
frame and elm bark for the walls.  
“The wigwams are built from elm bark,” 
Ms. Smoke explained, “and every three to 
four years we have to re-harvest the bark. 
The women go out and pick the saplings 
and it is their role to piece them all to-
gether and tie them all and that signifies 
strength in the family because it is the 
woman that holds that family together,” 
she said.  
When walking along the Tobacco Trail, a 
Haskoont (a place where meat and fish 
were stored) provides the visitor with a 

glimpse of how a native community 
worked together to survive before modern 
times.   
On the Cedar Trail visitors are introduced 
to the diverse ecosystem of the island—
home to 140 bird species, turkeys, herons 
and even eagles.  
In the summer, a guided tour along the 
Sage Trail will identify dozens of herbs 
and flowers that are used as medicines by 
aboriginal people.  
In a walk  last summer, Ms. Smoke said 

she was able to 
collect 50 medi-
cines within a few 
hundred feet.  
In addition to the 
sights and sounds 
along the 
Nanabush Trails, 
guides will rou-
tinely stop and 
offer teachings 
based on the an-
cient and sacred 
belief system of 
the Anishinabe 
people and visi-

tors can even participate in learning tradi-
tional native crafts and drumming exer-
cises.  
The trails are open  year-round and organ-
izers are planning to offer snowshoes and 
cross country skies for visitors to explore 
the trails in the winter.  
Group tours are encouraged and school 
groups are finding it an important educa-
tional opportunity that complements envi-
ronmental, social and history curricula.  
“When we do school tours, we get such a 
great response and so many schools are 
calling us now,” said Ms. Smoke.  
Transportation to the island during the sum-

mer is provided by the Aazhaawe ferry 
from Virginia Beach Marina and the cost 
for walk-on passengers on the ferry is in-
cluded in the $13.50 per person group fee 
for Nanabush Trails. Individual rates are 
$19. per person or $60 for a family.  
“We also offer group packages for 
schools,” Ms. Smoke said.  
As the manager of Marketing and Promo-
tion for the Georgina Island Tourism Com-
pany, Ms. Smoke is eager to promote the 
cultural and historical experience of 
Nanabush Trails to other cultures so they 
can have a better understanding of how the 
“path of the Chippewas” is paved with re-
spect and balance for their island home and 
the lake waters that surround it.  

Suzanne Smoke stands beside a traditional wig-
wam home built as part of a native display 
along the Sweetgrass Trail.  

 



 

Jaan and Maimu Schaer in Udora are 
hosting a Meet and Greet Open House 
for Liberal candidate Judith Moses on 
Sunday, Feb. 10 from 2:00—4:00pm. 
RSVP to (705) 228-8113.  
 

Morning Glory Public School will host a 
Parent Awareness Evening on Wed. 
Feb. 13 from 7:00—8:30 pm. The York 
Regional Police will offer a presentation 
on drug awareness and the Georgina Fire 
Department will discuss ice water safety. 
 

Don’t forget the FREE Family Skate 
Event at the outdoor skating rink at the 
Pefferlaw Lions Hall on Feb. 16. Fun 
starts at 7:00 pm and is hosted by the 
Pefferlaw Ice Pad Committee.   
 

All are welcome to attend the Tradi-
tional Anishnabe Teachings and Social 
Event on Georgina Island on Saturday, 
February 16 at the Community Centre. 
Teachings will be conducted by Marilyn 
Debassige of Manitoulin Island. The 
series starts at 1:00 pm and includes 
Grandmother Hand Drum Teachings, 
Rights of Passage, Life Cycle, History 
and Roles of Elders. Potluck feast at 
5:00 pm with drum social and dancing at 
6:00 pm. Contact Lenora Charles at 
(705) 437-3958.  
 

Don’t forget to take a drive to Canning-
ton on Feb. 22, 23 and 24 for their an-
nual Dog Sled Races and Winter Car-
nival.  
 

On Mon. Feb. 25, at 7:30 pm, the Lake 
Simcoe Gardeners Club, serving Jack-
son’s Pt., Sutton, Willow Beach, Roches 
Point and Keswick will feature a discus-
sion on “All You Ever Wanted to Know 
about Seeds” at the Keswick United 
Church. Call Nancy at (905) 476-3750.  
 

Mark your calendars for Sat. Mar. 1 for 
the 4th Annual Silverbirch Charity 
Concert at the Uxbridge Music Hall. 
The concert will benefit ArtsCan Circle, 
a group dedicated to linking creative 
artists with native youth at risk in Can-
ada. Contact Silverbirch band leader, 
Tom McCreight in Udora at (705) 228-
8426 for details.  
 

Register for the “So You Think You 
Can Fish!” ice fishing challenge hosted 
by the Georgina Island Tourism Com-
pany on March 1. Cash and gift prizes 
galore for women’s and men’s catego-
ries. Everyone Welcome. Call 437-3958 
for details.  
 

The Wilfrid United Church is hosting a 
St. Patrick’s Dinner on Fri. Mar. 14 
from 5:00—7:00 pm at the Wilfrid Hall. 
Come for stew with home made biscuits 
and pie and stay for the entertainment by 
Richard McIntyre.  
 

Want to learn to play Texas Hold’em? 
Come to the Pefferlaw Lions Hall at 
7:00 pm on Tuesday evenings and join 
the fun with members of Club 55.  
 

At the Pefferlaw Library— 
Yoga: Stretch and 
Breath, Tuesdays 
7:00—8:30 pm.  
Book Club: First 
Thursday of each 
month at 1:30 pm.  
“Stretch” with 
Ingrid: Wednesday 
mornings  10:30—
11:30 am.  
“Grade Booster”: 
Grades 3 to 8. 
Starts Wednesday. 
February 6 at 3:30 
pm.  

COMING EVENTS 
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SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE 
BUCHNER MANUFACTURING 

Vinyl Siding from  
$49.00 a square 

Pre-painted steel roofing from 
$79.00  

Delivery Available  
(705) 437-1734 Store 
(905) 868-6118 Cell  

andrew@buchnermfg.com  

CLASSIFIED ADS 

CLASSIC CABIN CRUISER 
Cruise the lake this summer in this 
beautifully reconditioned 1968 27’ 
Trojan, teak decks, mahogany hull, 
Chrysler V8, mahogany cabin with 
head, sleeps 4. One owner since 
1986.  Asking only $6,800. Call 

(705) 437-1216.  

Soffit, fascia and five or six inch 
seamless eaves-trough supplied 
and installed. Beat spring  
increases. Call now. Jays Custom 
Eaves, Sutton, (905) 722-7960.  


